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PEEFICE. 



These volumes contain a translation of all the Letters 
and Orders of Napoleon published in the Memoirs of King 



I have added to them a few letters of Napoleon's 
taken from other sources, and a few, not written hy Na- 
poleon, which appeared to roe to deserve insertion, either 
for their intrinsic interest, or aa explanatory of his, I 
should have inserted many more if I had not been re- 
straiiied hy the expediency of keeping tho English publi- 
cation within moderate hmits. 

Napoleon's letters contain, of course, many uninterest- 
ing details. I have not, however, ventured to curtail 
them. It appeare to me that the reader must wish to see 
at full length all that came from such a man ; and I feel 
that it is only by studying the details of his orders that 
their wonderful fullness, minuteness, and precision can be 
estimated. 

In many eases I have left untranslated technical terms 
for which we have no ecLuivalents, The military and the 
pohtical hierarchy of France differ much from our own ; 
and where there was no corresponding Enghsli expression, 
I preferred the French term to a tedious circumlocution. 
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Sometimee, also, I have been forced to reproduce rathoi 
■the spirit than the words of my original. Napoleon could 
write,,-when he gave himself time, with grcat clearnessj 
force, and compression ; but he was almost always hur- 
ried. His secretaries were trained to keep up with his 
rapid dictation. He seems seldom to have read over what 
they wrote ; sometimes he did not even sign it ; and the 
necessary consequence was that the inconsistencies, the 
repetitions, and the ohscurities which belong to what is 
spoken, and are assisted and explained by the voice and 
the manner, were reproduced by the too faithful amanu- 
ensis with aJl their imperfections unpalliated. 

I have been beset, therefore, by a constant temptation 
to improve on my author— to translate not what he ac- 
tually dictated, but what he would have dictated if lie 
had had the opportunity of reconsideration. I have 
yielded, however, to it very sparingly, and I hope that 
the reader will think that I have erred rather by being too 
literal than by being too free. 

The Translator. 
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LETTERS 



NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 



OHAPTEB I. 



The letters contained in this cliapter extend from tte 23rd of 
May, 1795, to the 7th of February, 1796. Napoleon waa bom 
on the 15th of August, 1769. He waa therefore at the beginning 
of this period in his 26th, at the end of it in hia 27th year. 
He had acquired the ravub of General of Brigade, but during the 
earlier part of thia period was livbg in Paris unemployed. His 
brother Joaeph, one year older, had been forced, by the insurrec- 
tion of Corsica against France, to leave his judgeship at Ajaecio, 
and to take refnge in MarseiUea, where he married Julie, daughter 
of M. Clary, a rich merchant. Napoleon was engaged to her 
sister, Eugenie Dfisirfie. 

The date of Napoleon's first letter, May 23, 1795, is about 
ten months after the 9th Thermidor, an II. (27th of July, 1794). 
The third of tlie revolutionary Constitutions, that of an III,, 
was thea under discussion in the Convention. It was a work of 
elaborat* puerile ingenuity. Jealousy of power waa its ruling 
principle; and the precautiona taken against power were constant 
change and eonstaat collision. Neither the electoral, nor the 
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J2 THIRD EEVOLUTI 

legislative, nor the executive body was to remain Tiualtered for 
more than a single year. Esperienoe was made a positive dis- 
qualiEeation : neither a member of the legislature nor a member 
of the executive was re-oligible until after an interval. The 
membera of the legislature could hold no other functions, and, as 
is always the case with a representative body from ■which all 
members of the government are excluded, they soon settled into 
a permanent opposition. 

The Directors, with no common head and no common interest, 
who had not selected one another aa colleagues, and whoso length 
of power depended on the chances of the die, split into hostile 
factions, each endeavouiin^ to drive thf, other into exile or to the 
guillotine. All the ends of government were sacrificed to re- 
publican jealousy of it^ mean's The only wise act of its framers 
was a decree o£ the Com ention that the new legislative body 
should eootain two-thirds of ihe members of the Convention. This 
decree was utterly opposed to the whole spirit of tho new Consti- 
tution; but it provided that the new government should not be 
administered by unpractised men. It produced results of still 
greater conseqiience — it occasioned the insurrection of tho 13th 
Venddmaire, which made the fortune of Napoleon, and thereby 
haa influenced all tho immediate subseqEcnt and many of the 
remote destinies of the world. 

Many of the early letters relate to trifling family details ; 
they are full of repetitions, and, if they had been written by 
Joseph instead of by Napoleon, would not have been worth trans- 
lation. I have thought it advisable to translate them all, and in 
full, as the earliest and perhaps the sincerest exposition of the 
opinions and feelings of a young man who in a very hw months 
was to be managing the affairs of Europe- instead of those of 
Joseph, Lucien, Louis, and Madame M6re. 
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Jdbe, n05. PP.OPOSED PtJKCHASE. Jg 

[1.] Napoleon to Josrrii. 

Mny 23, 1795. 

I went yraterday to Eagny, the estate of M. de Montigoy. 
If you were the man to make a good hit, you would come and 
hay this estate for eight milliqiia in assignata. Tou might inTest 
60,000 francs of your wife's fortune in it : I wish and advise 
you to do so. Eemember me to your wife, to D^sir^e,* and to 
all your family. 

France 13 not to be found b 1 L ng about in seaports 
is rather after the manner of n 1 ent it or of a man who has 
his fortune to make. If y a w y u have only to enjoy 
yours- I have no doubt that yum ght have this estate for 
80,000 francs in specie. B f th olation it was worth 

250,000. I consider this t b n qu pportunity for invest- 
ing part of your wife's fort V ^ t arc losing in value 
every day. 

[3.] Nai^leon to Joseph. 

P,irl6,Mny29, 179S. 

G-entlemen in green neckcloths are arrested here on the sus- 
picion that thoy are Jesuits. Many are arrested suspected to be 
emigrants. We begin to perceive that the Royafists are to be 
feared because they believe themselves to be favoured, and that 
it is time to put an end to their hopes. 

I sent the Constitution to you yesterday by Oaaabianoa. 
Every thing rises frightfully in price; it will soon be impossible 
to live ; the harvest is waited for impatiently. 



L S.J Napoleon to Josehi. 

Junesa, 179S. 

I have received your letter No. 16. I was pleased with 
Chiapfi's letter ; he had great interest ; if he were here, ho might 
do what he liked. I will do what I can to find a place for Luoien. 
I am employed as General of Brigade in the Army of the West, 
but not in the artillery. I am ill, which forces me to take a fur- 

* Aftorwards Madaiae BerDadotto. 
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14 THE COHSTITtmON. Chap. I. 

lough of two or three months. When my health is re-estahliahed 
I shall see what I ean do. 

The Constitution is to he read to-day to the Convention; 
happiness and tranijiiillitj are expected from it; I will send it to 
you as soon aa it is in print and I can get it, 

Jfir6mo ■writes to ask me to find him a ho aiding- school; there 
is not one to he had just at present. Caaahianoa intends to send 
his son to G-enoa, and from thence to Corsica; he keeps him at 
home doing nothing. 

Casabianca is going to write to you ahout Songia and your 
brother-in-law. The last law soenis to bo very favourable to 
them j there is no doubt therefore that they will be able to return, 
and that we shall get their names struck out from the Hat of 



[4.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Jnne 2^,1195. 

For the Consul's pension, a certificate that he has not emi- 
grated since 1789 is reijuired, and a power of attorney. 

I have not been able to obtain a commission for Louis in a 
regiment of artillery. As he, however, is only sixteen, I shall 
send him to Chalons, where he will pass his examination, and 
become an officer in a year's time. To-day the Constitution is to 
be read to the Convention; I will send it to you as soon as it is 
printed. 

fe.] Napoleon to Jobfth 

I will execute your wife's commisi ona immed ately Dfisirde 
asks me for your portrait; I am grang to h'ive it p mted; you 
wiU give it to her if she still w "hes for it if not keep if for 
yourself. In whatever ciroum tanc ^ y u may 1 e placed by 
fortune, you know well, my friend that you c nnot hive a better 
or a dearer friend than myself, or ne who wishoi more sincerely 
for your happiness. Life is a fl msy I earn soon to bo over. If 
you are going away, and you th nk f h t t mjy be for some time, 
send me your portrait ; we have 1 1 ed togethe tor so many years, 
BO closely united, that our hearts have become one jnd you know 
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JnL-r, 1T95. ENGLISH MOVEMENTS. 15 

best how entirely mine beloEga to you. While I write these 
lines I feel an emotion which I have seldom espei-ieneed. I fear 
that it wOl he long hefore we see each other again, and I can 

[6,] Napoleos to Joara-n. 

Paris, Jnly 7, 1795. 

I have had no news from you since you went. To reach 
Genoa the river Letlie muat he crossed, for since she has heen 
there, D6sir6e writoa to me no longer. 

The English have landed 12,000 men, mostly emigrants, in 
Brittany. This does not cause miich anxiety hero ; the superi- 
ority of our infantry is so certain that we laugh at these English 
demonstrations. The armies of Italy and of the Pyrenees ai>- 
pear to he sharply attacked. 

Some articles of iho: Constitution are being decreed every day. 
We are very quiet; bread continues scarce; the weather is 
rather eold and damp for the time of year; the harvest is delayed 
. loms is worth 750 francs. 



[7.] Kapoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, July 18, 1795. 

The English will be obliged to re-embark in a few days. 
Pichegru is preparmg to cross the Ehine. La VendiSe, properly 
so called, is quiet; the Ohouans begin only on the hant'of the 
Loire. It is said that peace with Spain is at hand. The Dutch 
appeal delighted with their revolution ; it is not probable that 
the Stadtholder will return ; his party is absolutely estiuot. 
There are cfuarrcls in the North, and Poland is beginnmg to hope. 
Italy continues to be eoriehed with the spoils and from the mis- 
fortunes of France. Galeaazini is, I believe, at Genoa, Give 
me ijuickly some news of yourself. 

Luxury, pleasure, and the arts are reviving here in a wonder- 
fal manner. Yesterday they acted Ph&<h-e at the Opera-house, 
for the benefit of a former actress ; the crowd was immense from 
two o'clock in the afternoon, although the prices were trebled. 
Equipage and dandies are re-appearing, or rather tl 
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Ig PAEISIAH SOCIETY. CniP. L 

their period of eclipse only as a long dream. Librarioa are 
formed, and we have lectures on history, chemistry, hotany, as- 
tronoray, &o. We have heaped together here all that can make 
life amusing and agreeable; reflection is banished. How is it 
possible to see the dark side of things when the mind is constantly 
whirled about in this giddy vortex ? Women go everywhere ; 
to the theatres, to the public walks, to the public libraries. You 
End beauties in the philosopher's study. Here, more than in any 
other country, do women deserve to hold the helm. Indeed all 
the men are mad about them ; they think only of them, and lire 
only for and through them. A woman does not know her value, 
or the extent of her empire, till she has spent sis months in 

[8.] Napoleon to JoaEpn. 

Peris, Jnl J 18, 1785. 

No letter from you yet, though it is more than a mouth since 
you left me. I have not heard either from Desir^e since she 
has been in G-enoa. We are tolerably peaceable here. There 
was a little disturbance at the theatre when the "Siveil du 
Peuple " and the " Marseillaise " were sung. It seems that our 
young people" do not approve of this hymn. The proposed Cou- 
etitution is becoming law every day. Instead of our representa- 
tives being named directly by the primary assemblies, as was 
the proposal of the Committee of Eleven, there are to be electoral 
assemblies. 

You will make use, I suppose, of your visit to Genoa to send 
home our plate and valuables. 

Louis has been five or six days at Chaions-sur-Mame ; he will 
make himself a man there. Ho is well inclined ; he is learning 
mathematics, fortification, and fencing. 

I am waiting to hear from you before I decide on buying an 
estate; nothing tolerable is to be had for less than 800,000 or 
900,000 francs. 

Junot's servant, Richard, who went in charge of my horses, 
has been taken prisoner by the Chouans, 12 mUes from Nantes. 
Horses here are above all price ; the one that I gave to yon is 
worth five times what it cost me ; tafee care of it. 
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APPOISTED GEKEKAL. 17 

Junot ia here, leading the life of a jolly companion, and 
spending aa much, aa he can of his father's money. Marmont, 
who came with me from Marseilles, ia at the siego of Mayence. 
It seems that the army of Italy has boon beaten ; that we ha^e 
evacuated Vado and Loano. 

I long to hear from you, and for tidings of all your circle. 
LoTc to your wife, whom I desire earnestly to meet in Paris, 
where life is much happier than at Genoa. This is the place 
where an honest and prudent man, who cares only for hia friends, 
may live just as he likes, in perfect freedom. 

f9.1 NapouiON TO Joseph. 

■■ Pad!, July 26, ms. 

I am appointed General in the Army of the West ; but my 
illness keeps mo here. I expect more detailed accounts from 
you. I suppose that you purposely avoid telling me anything of 
DCsirfie ; I do not know whether she is still alive. 

All goea on well here. Ia the South alone there haa been a 
little disturbance, got up by the young people ; it ia mere childish 
folly. 

On the 15th the Committee of Public Safety Is to be partially 
renewed ; I hope that they will choose good people. Keinforce- 
ments are being sent to the Army of Italy; would you like me 
to go there ? 

Your letters are very dry : you are so prudent and laeonio 
that you tell me nothing. When will you rotiim ? I do not 
think that your affairs need keep you away beyond the month of 
Thermidor. 

It is not certain that Lanjuinais' motion wUl paas; it ia pos- 
sible that no change may be made with respect to the retrospec- 
tive effect. It would be committing the same fault ia principle. 
I sent to you, at the time, Lanjuinais' report.* Good bye, my 

* TLe motion imd ihe report of Lanjainaia wers in faTOur of the repeal 
of the law of the ITtli Nirose, wMoli applied the rule of oqunl partition to 
all snccessioQS which had oocim^a einoc tba 14th Jnly, 1789, without regard 
to any int^nnediatQ acts or settlementa, Lanjiiinai^ denonuuced the injnatice 
of this retrospeetiTe lefpsUtion. His report here alluded to is to be found in 
ttie ' Monitenv ' of the 7th August, 1795.— Th. 
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dcai'friead; health, gaiety, happiness, and pleasure to you. I 
have sent to you letters from Mariette, Freron, and Barraa, 
introducing you to the ciiarg^-d'afiaires of the Republic. Per- 
mont is here ; he begs to be remembered to you, and so do Mui- 



[ 10.] Napoleon to Josbph, 

Paris, July 29, II9S. 

Thirteen thousand emigrants, having landed on the peninsula 
of Quiberon, near Lorient, raised batteries to defend the isthmus. 
The English ships, and the fort of Penthi^vre, which they helcl, 
helped to protect them ; they considered themselves in safety. 
Hoche blockaded them on the main land. The emigrants made 
a sortie on tie 29th| and were beaten. On the 2nd of Thormi- 
dor, the columns of tho Army of the North having arrived in 
the night, we passed the isthmus, drove in the advanced posts, 
carried the batteries, and tilled a great many of these poor 
creatures; 10,090 were made prisoners, and we seized 60,000 
muskets, 40,000 coats, corn, salted meats, and more than 160,000 
pairs of shoes. Such has been the result of this celebrated in- 
vasion; one cannot help wondering at Pitt's folly in sending 
12,000 men to attack France. Among the prisoners are the 
Bishop of Dole and his clergy. 

All goes well. This affair has somewhat distressed the little 
Cohlentz party; they went about yesterday in low spirits, and 
seemed to think that the conquerors of Europe were possessed of 
some courage. In other respects we are very quJet. 



[11.] NiPOLEOH TO JOBETH. 

Fula, Ju];eO,lI£G, 

You will receive with this letter the passport yon asked for. 
To-morrow you will have a letter from the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs to our minister at Genoa; ho is asked to give yon all the 
help that you may want. 

Tou ought to have received a letter from Fr^ron, introducing 
you to VOlard. 

Lucienhas managed to get himself arrested; a courier who 



I ..Google 



Ado. im TKACE WITH SPAIN, ETC. Jj) 

starts to-morrow carries an order from the Committee of Publia 
Safoty to set liim at liberty. 

I will do all that you wisli; have patience, and give me time. 

Tlie peace with Spain renders the iavasion of Piedmont in- 
evitable. The plan which I proposed is being disoussed ; it mil 
certainly be adopted. If I go to Nice, we shall meet, and D6sir6e 
likewise. I am only waiting for your answer before I bay yoa an 
estate. 

I shall write to Madame Isoard to desire her to give Lncien 
some money; X will find a place for him in Paris before I go. 

I BuppoBO that when jou wish to return you will let me know. 
Ton will probably bo made a consul in Italy. 

All is quiet here. The peace with Spain and Naples, of which 
we heard yesterday, has enchanted us. The funds are rising, and 
assignats increasing in value. 

We have not yet had any hot weather here, but the harvest is 
aa good as possible; all goes well This great nation givea itself 
up to pleasure : balls, theatres, women (and ours are the finest 
in the world), are the great business o£ life. Ease, luxury, fashion, 
have all re-appeared; tho reign of Terror is remembered only as 
a dream. 

The news of the splendid victory of Quiberon, and the peace 
with Spain, have changed in an instant the state of our affairs. 

[ 12.] Nafoleos to Joshfh. 

F!U-]s,ans. ],1795. 

Louis is at Chalons, where he is hard at work. I am well 
pleased with him. 

To-morrow four members of the Committee of Public Safety 
are to be renewed. I will send you their names. 

Peace is concluded with Spain, Naples, and Parma ; 40,000 
men of the army of the Pyrenees are marching towards Nice. My 
plana of attack are adopted. We shall soon have some veiy 
serious work in Lombardy. The King of Sardinia will no doubt 
wish to make peace; it will depend upon us whether we make it 
with the Emperor, but we shall exaot and obtain very advan- 
tageous terms. 
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The new constitution in general gives great satisfaction ; it 
promiaes happiness, tranquillity, and a long future to Franoe. 
The peace with Spain has raised considerahiy the value of 
asaignats. There is no doubt that by degrees all will be re-ea- 
tablishod ; in this country a very few years will effect it. Your 
friead Jams * has called oa me ; lie is in Paris. 

SaUioetti is still supposed to be in Switzerland, and it is said 
that he has publicly declared that, even if he were to be recalled 
by a decree, he would not return. I do not know if this be 
true. 

I have had no letter from you since No. 4, dated the 25th of 
Mesaidor. I have not yet received No. 2. The English may 
have intercepted It. Write to me oftener. You never tell me 
any thing of Mademoiselle Engfinie, nor of the ehildren whom 
you ought to be espeoting. You are strangely forgetful of your 
duty in that respect. Pray let ua have a little nephew; you 
must make a beginning. Julie would make an esoellent mother. 
You would deprive her of the greatest happiness in life— nursing 
and bringing up one's children. What are you doing at Genoa? 
What is said there ? How are you amusing yourself? I should 
think that it must be a very different place from tiis, which is 
the centre of science, pleasure, art, and civil liberty. A new 
play was acted to-day, called Fabius. I will send it to yon when 
it is printed. 

The [Corsiean] refugees who have enough to live upon are 
wrong to go back. It is probable that Corsica will soon belong 
to us; they may return then more honourably. I am not speak- 
ing of those who have not enough to live upon. ETerything 
is horribly dear here, but this state of things wiU not last. I 
should like to send for Jerome ; it would cost only 120O francs 

Adieu, my dear friend : I wish you happiness, freedom from 
care, courage, and friendship. My compliments to Julie, and say 
the silent lady.f 

* Afterwards steward of King Joseph, 
t Mdlle. EugMe D^sir^ CJarj. 
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£18,] Nai'Olkos to Joseph, 

I saw yesterday Madame de Semoaville ; she is expecting 
her tasliaiid, who is to be exchanged for the little Capet,* She 
is just the same ae ever, and so are her two daiighters. They are 
very plaiiij hut the younger is clever, 

I have reoeived a letter from Di5sir(5e, which seems to be very 
old. YoTi never told me of it, 

I continue to he in the same state. It is not impossible that 
I may return, as formerly, to Nice. 

To-day is to be the purification, of the A^emhly. It will end 
ia the arrest of eight or ten members. 

Everything here appears to be going on pretty well. We are 
expecting the Governmoat to be formed in two mouths, Bar- 
thelfimy, S^monvllle, Truguet, and Piohegru are spoken of; hut 
this is mere report. I sometimes see Truguet. 

Some one — I cannot remember who — ^told me that you were 
amusing yourself extremely. I congratulate you, I was not 
aware that Genoa was so gay. 

We get on very well here, and are very happy. It appears 
as if every one wanted to mahe up for past sufferings, and the 
uncertainty of the future prompts people to enjoy unsparingly the 
present. 

Mariette is interested for Lucien, and takes great interest 

If you want introductions for Tuscany, I will send you some 
from Oarlctti, the Grand Duke's minister. 

Would it be possible to get any thing out of the lawsuit which 
we had in Tuscany ? You ought to find out all about it : I will 
send you the best introductions. Ask me quickly for what you 
want. Your friend Jams dined with me yesterday. 

Good bye, my dear friend; be cautious as to the future 
and satisfied with the present; be gay, learn to amuse your- 
self. As for me, I am happy. I only want to find myself 

» Madamo d'AngoulemB, dfiugiter of Louis XVL 
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on the battle-field ; a soldier Diust either win laurels 
glorionaly. 



[14.] Napoleoh to JogEPH. 

Pftiis, Aug. 13. 1785. 

The 10th of August was colehrated yesterday with great 
pomp ; more than 400,000 people were present ; there was some 
cheering. 

The Convention has been purified ; 6 or 7 members have been 
arrested; none of your friends are among them. 

All is perfectly tranquil here; the constitution makes pro- 
gress, and is the principal foundation of our hopes. 

8i5monville is ooniing bacli, he will be exchanged; I dined 
two days ago with his wife. Every one thinks that his owd 
friends will be members of the Directory. It is possible that 
Seryan, the ez-Minister of War, may be one. 

The peace with Spain is the forerunner of a general peace 
with Europe, and especially with Italy. 

La Vendue is still disturbed. These gentlemen seized 
Richard and my horses. 

The events in Ajaccio are strange ; it seems that they are al- 
ways tearing each other to pieces in that unhappy country. 
What will be the end of Paoli ? 

What has become of Pennont's oompanioii ? I saw Permont 
yesterday, with his daughter, the young lady of the little flasen 
wig ; she talked much of you. 

It seems that there have really been riots in London, and that 
there exists there an element of ferment which may lead them a 
great way. 

Let me often hear from you ; you contrive never to tell me 
anything ; you keep me so iU-informed, that I know not whether 
to decide upon going to the South or to the North ; is it a want 
of tact or of interest on your part ? Yet it is impossible for me 
to doubt cither your intelligence or your affection. 

Riter still has some influence here; he is an escellent man. 
This town is always the same, always in the pursuit of pleasure, 
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to women, to tlie theatres, balls, the public walks, and the 
artists' studios. 

Fesch seems to wish to return to Corsica after the peaoe ; he 
is always the same, living in the future, sending me letters of six 
pages about eome subtilty no broader than a needle's point; the 
present is no more to him than the past, the future is everything. 
As for me, little attached to life, contemplating it without much 
solicitude, constantly in the state of mind in wMch one is on the 
day before a battle, feeling that, while death is always amongst us 
to put oa end to all, anxiety is folly— -everything joins to make me 
defy fortune and fate : in time I shall not get out of the way when 
a carriage cornea. I sometimes wonder at my own state of mind. 
It is the result of what I have seen and what I have risked. 

Good bye, my dear Joseph. 

P.S. On second thoughts, I shall not draw the bill of ex- 
change : I made the same remark on the subject that you did. 



[15.] NAPOLBOK Vi/ ouaiLfJi. 

Piris, Aug. «, 1706. 



Piris, Aug. «, 1706. 

Riter goes as the representative to the arniies of the Alps and 
Of Italy. 

The purification of the A^embly is finished ; we expect news 
of tho army. It ought to have crossed the Rhine. 



[16.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

FmIb, Ang. 20, 1105, 

I am attached for the present to the topographical board of 
the Committee of Public Safety for tho direotioa of the armies ; 
I replace Camot. If I ask for it, I can be sent to Turkey as 
general of artillery, commissioned by the Government to organ- 
ise the Grand Seignior's artillery, with, a good salary and a very 
flattering diplomatic title. I would havo you appointed consul, and 
TiUenouve* aoeompany me as engineer ; you say that M. Dan- 

* M. ViUeneute ivas Postmaster-General under ttie Empire, and brother- 
iu-lan' to King Josepli, having married one of the demoiselles Claiy. 
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thoine^is there already; therefore, heforearaonth is over I should 
arrive in Genoa ; we should go together to Leghorn, where wo 
Bhonld emharlt : considering all this, will you purchase an estate ? 

We are qaiot here, but perhaps storms may be brewiug; the 
primary aBsemhlies will meet in a few days. I shall take with 
me 5 or 6 officers ; I will write to you more in detail to-morrow. 

Vado will soon be retaken. 

The resolutions o( the Committee of Public Safety appoiiitiug 
mo director of the armies, and of tho plans of tho campaign, 
have been so flattering to me, that I fear that they will not let 
me go to Turkey ; we shall sco. I am to look at a villa to-day. 
I embrace you. Continue to write to me as if I wore going to 
Turkey. 

["17.] Napousos to Joseph. 

Paila, Aug. 25, 1T06. 

I hope that, when peace is made with Naples, you will have a 



We are very quiet here ; tho Convention is to be renewed by 
one-third. I am overwhelmed with business from 1 o'clock in the 
afternoon. At 5 o'clock I go to the committee, and work from 
11 in the evening till 3 o'clock the nest morning. 

The law of the 17th Kivflse was discussed yesterday, and 
disposed of afier long debate.f On the 20th the primary assem- 
blies will meet; they wOI proceed to elect a third part of tho 
legislature, after which the executive power will be appointed : 
we shall then be governed under the new constitution. 

There is no news ; our armies are separated by the Ehine ; 
Mayence ia not besieged; La Vend^u cnntinuea in the same 
state ; our troops of the armies of the Pyrenees are to join the 
armies of Italy and of La Vendue. 

* Another brother-in-law of King Josepli'a, father of tlie 
AlbniSra and Dccrts. 

t Seo flic I«tter of the 35th July, 1795.— Tb. 
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[18] Nap lf \ to Joaun. 

Oui -ifiair with Milleli ciim t be d ^p aed of w tliout the 
evideneea Tlie aimy oi tlie mterioi his accepted tht, con^titu. 
tiou RGYeial oi the Seotioni ol Pan hive re^juiipd the troops 
to be lent away and the rejeal of the 1 cree wliich iimits the 
renewal of the Conveuti n to one third they have been ill re 
eeived In othei rejpecta all h qmet ior the mass ff the 
Pari'fian people i^ good ome of the young p oplo w ul 1 hke to 
carry further the reaction., but they are not dangerous. 

Goodbye! health, gaiety and happiness ! I hayo heard nothing 
of what you tell me from Mavseilles. 

p9.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

I do not know what is become of Antoine Eossi : I am told 
that he is living near Avallon, in Bnvgundy. 

We are negotiating with the Empire ; La Vendfe is still in 
force ; it is said that the Englisli oontemplato another landing, I 
should lite to have my portfolio with all my papers. Let me 
know the political state of Corsica. 



pO,] Napoleon to JosEpa 

You wished to have letters of introduction to Villard from 
his father : I send them to you. 

Chiap^* is to join the army of the Alps ; Riter and Mayre re- 
main with the army of Italy. 

There is here, as there is eyerywhere else, some oxcitement on 
aeeonnt of the renewal of the Convention ; the Boyaiists are agi- 
tating ; wo shall see what will happen. 

The estate which I wish to buy for you la to be sold to-mor- 
row. Soberer is to join the army of Italy, Kellermaun the army 
of the Alps, and Oauolaus the army on the shores of the Meditor- 

« Afterwards DirsBtor-Genei-al of eha Teiegrapli. 
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ranean. We are forming a camp to watcli the movements of the 
malcontents in the sontL Hoehe ia to go to La Vendue, Mouoey 
towards Urest. 

I remmn with the Committee of Public Safety ; I am waiting 
for jour letters before I decide. 



[21.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Sept. 3.1795. 

TJie estate, nine leagues from Paris, which I thought of hny- 
iug for you, was sold yesterday. I had made up my mind to 
give 1,500,000 francs for it, but strange to say, it went for 
3,000,000.* We are becoming quiet here ; there will not be any 
disturbanee; the constitntion will make the people happy. 



[22.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paria, Sept. 6, 179&. 

The Committee have decided that it is impossible for me to 
leave Franco daring the war. I am to be re-appointcd to the 
ajtUlery, and I shall probably continue to attend the Committee. 
The elections and the primary asaembliea take place on the day 
after to-morrow : the peace with Hesse Caasel la ooooluded. 

National property and emigrants' estates are not dear, bnt 
those belonging to individuals go for extravagant prices. 

If I Btay here it is possible that I may be fool enough to 
mai'ry; I wish for a few words from you on the subject. Per- 
haps it would be well to speak to Eugenie's brotlier. Let me 
know the result, and all ehali be settled. 

Chauvet, who is going to Nice in ten days, will take yon the 
hooka which you asked for 

The celebrated Bishop of Antunf and General Montesqnion are 
allowed to return ; they are struck out of the list of emigrants. 

* In Kaaigiiats.— Th. f Tallejiand. 
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[23.] Napolkon to JoaEpH. 

Paris, Sept. 0, 1I9B. 

The ooDSulship of Chios i^ vacant, but you tell me that you 
WJTiH not like to lue in an inland I hope for something better 
ioi jLU. in Itdly 

It was decided je^tcrdi^ that all thuae who were engaged m 
the defence of Toulon or «ho have held officf, unlei the king, 
are to bo cunsidered as emigrants. Tifiron and Talhen ^ijioke 
with gieit power The primaiy asiemhliea meet to day, there 
are miny pKcaids on each side we hope thit they will be 
printed There is no fpar for the Constitution, it will bo ac 
cepted unanimously the only cause of alarm is the Deoieo 
retaining two thirds of the Convention 

I shall remiin in Paiis chiefly on your buaineaa 

Whatever happens you need fear nothing for me , all toni,st 
people are my friends to wliatever party oi opinion they may 
belong Matiette is extremelj aealous in my service you know 
his opinions. I am very intunato with Duluitto , * you know 
my othei fiiend^ ot the opposite party 

Contmue to write to me fully tell me your plane manage my 
busincos so that my absence may not interfere with my wishes. 

I am writing to your wife. I am pieced with Louis ; he 
answers my expectations; he is good, and of my own making: 
ardonr, talent, health, ability, punctuality, and kindness — he has 
everything. 

Yon know well that I live only to give ple^nro to my friends. 
If my wishes are seconded by the good fortune which aa yet has 
never failed me, I shall be able to make yon happy and to fulfll 
all your wishes. 

What you tell me of Felicino t is very gratifying ; let Hm go 
to Corsica and bring back his money. I will find him a pretty 
place near Paris, where he may live happily with his wife. 

I feel much the loss of Louis; he was of great use to me: 

* I suspeot a misprint, never havjog lieai'd of Duleatfe.— Tn. 
t Friend of tlia Bonapai^ fumity. 
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there is no man more active, clever, and insinuating. He could 
do in Paris whatever he liked. If he had heen hero the afiair 
of the nursery garden and that of Milleli would have been con- 
cluded. Since I lost Louia I Iiave been, ahle to attend only to 
important affairs. "Write to him. and tell Mm. that you are wait^ 
bg for him. to send to you his first drawing, that you may judge 
of his progress, and that you have no doubt that he will keep his 
promise to write as well aa Junot doea before the end of the 
month. 

I shall have throe horses to-morrow, wLioh will enable me to 
drive about a little, and to get through all my business. 

Adieui dear Joseph; amuse yourself; all goes on well; he gay; 
think of my affairs for I am fool enough to wish to keep house 

As y 1 aie not heie and you aie determm d to rpmam 
abroad the affaii with E i^en o n ust c thei 1 e conoludt 1 or 
broken off 

I wa t impatientlY for y \t an^woi You cjn stiy as 1 ng a? 
you like t G n a jour mot ve is cleir it i to gpt f n Cor 
^ici the little pr po -tv th t i mams t s Remembei me t 
PeliGino 

[24.3 Nai^jlcon to JoaEpii. 

Peria, Sept. a, 1T9B. 

I wrote yesterday to your wife, my dear Joseph ; she must 
have received my letter. Tho primary assemblies will meet in 
three days. The army of Sambre and Mouse and that of the 
North have accepted the Constitution ; several communes round 
Paris have likewise accepted it. Some of the sections in Paris 

disturbed by tho spirit of insurrection ; it is the work of some 

istocrats, who wish to profit by the exhaustion of the patriots, 

theiB away, and raise the banner of counter-revolution. 

But the real patriots, the whole Convention, and the armies are 

bere to defend our country and onr liberty, Nothing will come 

of it. 

I send a newspaper with some Toulon news. All is well and 
quiet here The partial excitement is not much atteudedto. 

I see nothing in the future but what is agreeable. Were it 
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Jtherwiso, one imist live in thf present i H irc m n dcspisrs 
the future. 

[25.] 3. Po ^T J.I.P ^ ^ ^^^^^ 

Yon wil! receive with this a lettei frum. Geneial Ito si Ht 
has retired to Le Moiyan m Burgundy and waits there till thi 
peace takes him hack to Corsica 

The primary asaemhhe? of Pans have rejectel the decref 
which albws the electors to name only une tl u 1 of the Leg fi- 
lature. They have accepted the Constitution The Seotion de? 
Quinze-Vingta, a partrf the Fauh uig Saint Anto ne accejts 
the decree and anpporta the fonvention lie armies the eitj 
of Eouen, and more than i thousand communes have done the 
same. We expect to heai to day what has been done in the r at 
of France. There has been some ferment 1 1 the oections of Pans, 
but they haYe failed lu striking their blow. 

The army of the Sambre-et-Meuae has crossed the Rhine and 
occupied the duchy of Berg and the town and citadel of Dasssol- 
dorf. This operation, planned two months ago, is one of our 
most brilliant successes. It will have an immediate influence on 
the peace with the German Circles. 

You cannot come, I suppose, until the passage is free from 
G«noa tfl Marseilles, By that time the new government will be 
acting. 

Voiney started for America a month ago. GentUli is here, 
and asks for a i-etiring pension. Sebastiani, who has a troop of 
dragoons, goes soon to join his regiment, forming part of the 
army of Italy. We are impatient for news from that army. A 
speedy opening of the coasting-trade with Genoa is important to 
and to our supplies. Adieu, 



[ 3G.J NAroi,Eon to JoSisph. 

Paris. Sspt 15, 1703. 

The majority of the republic has already accepted tlie Con- 
atitution and the Decree. Some sections in Paris are still 
agitated, but the country will be saved. We have a large army 
in La Vendue. 
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I haye JTist read, in a printed report from Camtion on the 
afEaira of the South, this passage : — " In this imminent danger 
the brave and virtuous General Bonaparte put himself at the 
head of 50 grenadiers and opened a passage for us." 

It is probable that iii a moatt's time the government will be 
appointed ; we shall then be more tranc[uil. If peace is made 
this country will be more prosperous than ever : the public mind 
is in a state of activity and excitement which will be favourable 
to commerce. 

I have your letter of the 12th. There is no news. Lyons, 
Bordeaux, and the majority of the republic have accepted. 
Before a month is over the Constitution will be put in force. 
We do not know yet whetiier Marseilles has accepted ; we shaU 
hear to-day. 

[37.] Nai'oleon to Joseph, 

Paris. Sept 18, 1795. 

As I tLink that false reports as to what passes here must be 
spread, I write every day. 

The Oonstdtution is accepted by all the world ; the Decree of 
the 5th, for the retention of two-thirds of tho mombcra of the 
Convention, is accepted by the majority of the primary assem- 
blies of tho Republic. 

Of tie 48 sections of l^arls, only that of the Quinze-vingta 
has accepted the decree ; the armies accept everything, both tho 
Constitution and the decree. All goes on well therefore, and 
this crisis, which might have been fatal to liberty, secures the 
Republid for a long time ; we have not had a single disturbance 
here. 

Tie passage by our troops of the Rhine will hasten peace with 
the G-erman Circles. We are impatiently expecting tho army of 
Italy to regain its superiority. 

The Government will bo appointed immediately. The des- 
tinies of France appear to be serene ; one of the primary assem- 
blies amused us by asking for a king. 
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[28.] Natoleon I'D Joseph. 

Paris, Sept. as, 17S5. 

I have just received your letter of the 19th Fruotidor [4th 
Septomher], with an enoloauro for Muiron.* We are expecting 
the conclusion of the affairs of Corsica with some anxiety ; here 
all is quiet, 

There is a majority in France for retaining two-thirds of the 
Convention; if there be no collision, the Constitution will be in 
force before a month is ovor. 

The army of the Rhine continues to advance; it will soon 
cause peace to be made with the German Circles. Wo are 
expecting before long satisfactory accounts from the army of 
Italy. 

La Vendue confinuea in the same state ; the Kepublio is in 
great need of peace. 

It was said yesterday tiiat there was some disturbance at 
Marseilles ; the law respecting emigrants cannot have been 
popular there. 

[39.] Natoleon to Joseph. 

Sf pi. es, 1796. 

Your letter of the 24th Fructidor [10 September] is just 
oome. 

My mission is talked of more than ever ; it would have been 
settled by this time if there were not so much excitement here ; 
bat there is now some disturbance, and embers which may burst 
into flames ; it will be over in a few days. 

I have received M. de Villeneuve's papers ; he cannot hope 
to be more than a captain; it is only through great interest that 

* He was killed at the bridge of Aroole, wbeu aide-de-camp to Napolsou, 
who vfrote the following letter to his widow : — 

" Muiron was killsd by my side on Ihe field of Arcole : yon have lost a, 
hiiabaiid whom yon loved ; I have lost a friend to whom I had been long at- 
tached ; but diB country Euatains a greater loEs than either of us, iii loeing 
an officer dialjnguished aa much for hia ability as for hia rare bravery. K 
I can be of any nse to you or to your oliUd, pray depend entirely upon 
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I stall be al)Ie to get him attached to my laissioii in this capa- 
city ; but his chief object must he to serve and to be of use. 

You ouglit to have received ten days ago a letter from Bosei 
for bis mother. Lucien is on his way hither ; if I am. still here 
I will try to be of use to him. 

There is a great deal of excitement here. The moment ap- 
pears to be critical; but the genius of liberty nevei- forsakes its 
defenders. All our armies are suoeessful. 

The Committee for Maritime Affairs have ordered their agent 
to pay the fionsul his salary and to assign him a residence. 



[30,] KiPOLEos T» Joseph, 

Pflria, night of the IB-I* VendiSmlafte, a iu the 
[Oot 6], ir06. 

At last all is over. My first impulse is to thint of j 
to tell you my news. The royalists, organised in their £ 
became every day more insolent. The Convention ordered the 
section Lepelietier to be disarmed. It repulsed the troops. 
Mennu who was in commatid, is said to have betrayed us. He 
inas in=tantly sujen^eded. The Convention appointed Barras to 
command the military force ; the committees appointed me 
second in command We made our dispositions ; the enemy 
miri,h>d to attack uf ia the Txiileries. We killed many of 
them they killed 30 of our men, and wounded 60. We have 
d naimed the sections, and all is quiet. As usual, I was not 
wounded 

P S Foitune iavours me. My respects to Eug6nie and to 

[31.] Nafoleos to Joseph. 

The newspapers will have told you all that concerns me. I 
have been appointed by a decree second in command of the 
army of the interior ; Barras is appointed commander-in-chief. 
Wo have conquered, and all is forgotten. 

I have appointed Ohauvet Oommissary-General. Lucien is 
y Fr^ron, who starts this evening for Marseilles. 
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The letters of introduction for ihe Spaniali embassy shall be 
6«iit off to-morrow. 

When the storm is over I shall have VillenBuve appoiuted 
cliof de batailion of engineers, 

Eamolino* is appointed inspector of waggons, I cannot do 
!noie thin I am doing for you all. Ailieu, dea,r Joseph ; I will 
neolect nothing that will be of use to you or contribute to your 
hippmejji 

£S'] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Got le, 1766. ■ 

I have just reoeiyed your letter of the lOti Vcndemiaire 
[2nd Octflber]. I will take an opinion upon your business and 
on your wife's interests. 

I am general of division in the artillery, and second in eom- 
maud in the army of the Interior. Barras is Commander-in- 

All is quiet here. We are waiting for the GoTernment to be 
formed and the Convention renewed. Several departments have 
elected Bai-ras, ChSnier and Sieyes. 

Assignats continue to fall in value. It is hoped that when 
the Government is formed something will bo done. I think that 
it is unwise to keep much in them. 

I am extremely busy. FriSron, who is at Marseilles, will 
help Lucien. Lonis is at Chalons. Madame Permont has lost 
her husband. 

One Billon, who I am told is an aec[uaintance of yours, has 
proposed for Paulette.t He has nothing. I have written to tell 
mamma thtrf it is not to be thought of. I will Icarn more about 
him, to-day. 

[33.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Psrla, Oi;!. 20, ITS5. 

I have given your letter and your ease to two different law- 
yers. I will send you their answers. 

* Related to Bonaparto'E mother. 

+ Paulino Bonapaits, soon aftar married to General Leclero. — Ed. 

Vol. I.— 2* 
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34. NAPOLEON'S EFFORTS CaiP. I 

Ail goes on well. I am yery busy, which preTonts ray writ- 
ing to you more in detail. I am longing for Fcach. Boisnot* ia 
here, and employed. Junot bega to be remembered to you. 

f3t.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Patis,Nov. 1,1735. 

It is already more than a week since I was appointed Com- 
mander-in-ch fftliA ytthlf 

Tho Com tt f til C 1 C t d th t f th A 
have met; th t m 1 1 ly m d t t 1 t f tl 
directors. It ip dihtth mwUfaSy Ew 

bell, Barras, Lt dlMhCmb dL 

revelli(!re-L6p f thes ix m t f b 1 ft 

My healtli la good altb gh I am y 1 ^ 



[S6.] N J 

My interv Ifl htthtl witty 

only a line, btF hwhmlh d dtwtty ist 
give you all th f m t th t m y mt t y 

Lucieu is appointed Oomniissary of the Army of the Rhme. 
Louis ia witL. me; he is writing to you I believe. 

Good bye, dear Joseph ; give my love to your wife and 
D^sirSo, 

[30.] Nafolkon to Joseph. 

rnriSjlfov. IT, i795. 

I hear from you very rarely; you must not, however, be 
severe with me; you know that my duties and the constant ex- 
citement in wtich. I live prevent my writing to you regularly ; 
but Fesoh onght to do so every diy 

Ouv family ia in want of nothing I h&\ e sent them money, 

* BoiBQOt, B dSTOted friend of tlia Bonaparte family, waa sent to Elba in 
1814 by Joseph, to wmn Napoleon against certain emissarica from Paris. 
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Ceo. 1T96. TO FKOVIDE FOB HIS FAMILY. 35 

(tflsignats, &0, I received 400,000 franos for you only a few 
days ago. T'cach, to whom I paid the money, will acooimt for 
it to you. Ornaao will eome hitter. I shall perhaps he able to 
Bend for our family. Give me more detailed accounts of your- 
self, of joiir wife, and of Eugenie. Adieu, doar Joseph ; the only 
want I feel is of your society. If your wife were not expecting 
her confinement, I would try to persuade you to pay Paris a visit 
shortly. 

Songia is my aide-de-camp and chef de brigade ; Jimot chef 
de hataillon; Louis, and five others with whom jou are not ac- 
quainted, are aides-de-camp capitaiaes. 



[37.] Napoleon to JoaEPu. 

Fm9,n6c.SI.lI!!S. 

I have roceived, dear Joseph, the letter in which you com- 
plain of my silence ; I hare, however written to you. You 
need not be uneasy about our femily ; they are well provided 
with everything. Jerome arrived yesterday with General Aa- 
gereau. I am going to send him to a school, where he will do 
well. 

I have sent to you a passport for BlaooiEi, In a few days 
you shall have letters of marc[ue. You will soon be a consul. 
Don't be uneasy. If you are tired of Genoa, I see no ohjoction 
to your coming to Paris, I can give you an apartment, a table, 
and a carriage. 

Oson goes the day after to-morrow. He takes Genoa on his 
way, and carries some presents from mo to your wife. 

If you do not wish for a oonsuiship, come hither. You shall 
choose your place. Adieu, my dear Joseph ; you would do me 
wrong if you thought that I could be indifi'erent for one instant 
to anything that concerns you. Be cheerful, and, if you are 
tired, come to Paris and amuse yourself there till you find some- 
thing to do that suits you. 
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[88.] N 

I sent to jou, my d J j 1 th pas p t f BI m 

than a fortnight ago. \ mtl. dtwthtlit 

letters of marque. 

The multiplicity an 1 th mp t f my 1 us p t 

my writing to you freij tly I h ppy ad te t 1 I 
have sent to our family f m 50 000 t 60 000 f my 

aasignats, and things. I t fi 1 w th L H 

my aide-de-camp capita M m t d J t my tw 

aides-de-camp chefs debtall Jmisth 1 

Latin, mathematics, dr w g m ^ 

I see no objection t P I tt m f/ h 

Adieu. Nothing c Iimm h tb te est wh h 1 1 k n 
all that may please yoa K d m mb t J 1 

[39.] KwOLtON TO JOBKPU. 

PhKs, Fel), 7, 1796. 

Tou will certainly have the first consulship that suits you. 
lu the mean time keep house for yourself in Genoa. Salicetti, 
who is the Commissioner of the Government at the army, and 
Ohauvet, who is Commissary- Gen oral, will employ you at Genoa, 
80 as to render your residence there neither expensive nor useless. 

Luoien starts to-morrow for the army of the North. Ho is 
made a Commisaariat officer. Ilamolino is here, iu the Commis- 
sariat. Ornano is LicuteDant in the Legion of Police. Our 
family is provided for. I have sent to them everything that 
they can want. Fcsch will be well placed here. Salicetti will 
be zealous in your serrice. He has beeu much pleased with me. 
I wish you to remain at Genoa, ujiless he employs you at Leg- 
horn. All this is only provisional. You will soon he a consul. 
Nothing can exceed my aasiety to make you happy in all 
respects. 
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CHAPTEK II. 



Between the last letter of tlie previous chapter and the first of 
this chapter little more than three months elapsed. During this 
interval the engagement between Napoleon and Eugenie Dfisiree 
Claiy must have been broten off^ The merchant's daughter 
miBsed beeomiog Empress of the French to become Queen of 
Sweden. On the 9th of March Napoleon married Josephine. 
On the 27th of March he arrived at Nice, the head-C[uarters of 
tie army of Italy. By the 29th of April, with 30,000 men, he 
had beaten the Piedmonteso and Austrian armies, of 80,000 
men, in four battles, and forced Piedmont to abandon the contest, 
and cede to him the great fortress of Coni, Tortona, and Alex- 
andria, with their vast magazines. On the 9th of May he forced 
the bridge of Lodi; and on the 15th of May, the date of the first 
of the following letters, he entered Milan. 

The following letters estead from the 15th of May, 1796, tc 
the 25th of Jiily, 1798. During the fourteen first months he 
was in Italy, engaged, until April, 1797, the date of the Prelimi- 
naries of Leoben, in the wonderful campaigns which drove tha 
Austrians across the Alps, and virtually destroyed the indepen 
dence of the Pope. 

Srom that time until the 30th of October, Napoleoo oocupie« 
with Josephine the beautiful villa of Passeriano, near Udiae 
employed in the overthrow of the Venetian republic, and ir 
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negotiating tlie treaty of Cajupo Fomio — a time to wlsich. he 
appears to have always looked back as the happiest of his life. 

Wo have no letters between Napoleon's return to Paris, on 
the 5th of December, 1797, and his arriyal at Toulon in the bo- 
ginning of May, 1798, to take the command of the army of 
Egypt. A few letters, written during the voyage, and two from 
Egypt, fill the remainder of this chapter 



f40.] Napoleon to Joskph. 

Milan, May li,*179li. 

AU goes on well. Pray arrange Paulette's afiaira. I do 
not intend Fr^ron to marry her. Toll her so, and let him know 

We ape masters of all Lombardy. 

Adieu, my dear Joseph; give me news of my wife. I hear 
that she ia ill, which wrings my heart. 

[41.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Vorons. Aiig. 26. ITOB. 

I have your letter of the 30th, without any details from Cor- 
sica. You will find with this letter my answer to one from the 
adminiBtrators of the Department du Liamono. Such being the 
law, tho organization of the two departments must be retained. 

We have made peace with Naples, and a treaty with Genoa, 
anJ we arc going to enter into an alliance, offensive and defensive, 
with Prussia, 

Things are somewhat better on the Rhine. Moroau has 
gained a victory. Kleher replaces Beurnonville. All looks well. 

I am anxious for regular news from Corsica, and to know the 
state of Ajaeoio. My health is fair; nothing new in the army. 

• This date is erroneous. Napoleon entered Milan the 26th Floreal, or tlie 
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[42.] Nafoi^Os to Joseph, 

Milan, Dec. 10, nSS. 

We have made peace with rarma. I expect every day to 
bear that yen are the minister thera Come back as soon as you 
can. Mix yourself up little, or not at all, with Corsioaa poli- 
tics. Arrange our domestic affairs. Let our house be in a 
habitable state, such as it was, adding to it the apartment of 
Ignaaio, and do the little tiinga that aro necessary to improve 
the street 

I expect I'escli and Paulette at Milan in a fortmight. As you 
return by Milan, settle the 8an-Miniato" business, Miot goes to 
Turin ; Cacatilt to Florence. 



[430 Kapoleob to Joseph. 

With this letter, Citiaen Ambassador,! you will find a copy 
of my note to the Pope's envoy at Milan. 

I believe it to be very important to the welfare of France, 
and indeed of religion, that the Pope should give strict orders to 
our prelates to obey the laws of the Republic. As you have not 
received icstruotions on this subject from our Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, you can only follow up my note. 

I heg you to interest youi-self, unoffi,cially, to obtain a cardi- 
nal's hat for the arohbishop of Milan. 



[4t] NAPnLFnN Til JCiEPIl, 

P»™riano, July 4, 1T9J. 

With this letter, Citizen Ambassador, you will find a letter 
written to me formerly by citizen Monfre. It is essential to the 
dignity of the French Kepublie and to hiunanity that you should 
make the Court of Eome feel the necessity of not sacrificing 
men so esteemed as those who are mentioned in this letter. 

* A property near Fioietice, on wLich tlio Biinup irte fmmfy had aomo 
clums. — Ef>. 

t Joseph was now t!ie French ambassador in Eome. — Te. 



jiGoogle 



40 00MPLAIKT8 

I believG it to ho indiapensa'ble that, wHle you endeavour to 
tuaintain a good understanding between the Fienoh Kepublic and 
the Court of Eorao, you should repress tlie madness with which 
many of the members of that court seem to wish to oppress those 
who bave receiyed our artists or assisted our amba^adors. 

From the beginning of your mission assume a tone befitting 
the nation that you represent. 



[Ifl,] KflPOLEON To JoaEIH. 

PosMTlMio, Sept. B, HOT. 

I request you, Citizen Ambassador, to make the Court of Rome 
explain itself, and recognise the Cisalpine Republic, as the King 
of Sardinia and the republios of Genoa and Venice have done. 



[iG.] Napoleos' to Josuph. 

PMScriano, Sept B. 1T97. 

You will find, CitiEen Ambassador, with this letter a copy of 
the despatches of the Roman minister at Milan, intercepted by u8. 
I request you to take the initiative, and to make known to bia 
Holiness that I am dissatisfied with this minister, and that T wish 
the Court of Rome to remoTe him, and, if a minister iS wanted 
there, to replace him ; though I think that your presence in Rome 
makes the latter wmeoessary. On that point, however, his Holi- 
aess must take his own course. 



[47.] Napoleon to Josepu. 

I have received, Citizen Ambassador, your letter of the 3rd 
Vendfimiaire [24th September]. You will make known immedi- 
ately to the Court of Rome, that, if General Provera* is not im- 
mediately sent away from Rome, the French Republic will consider 
his prMence there as an act of hostility on the part of his Holi- 
ness. Bxplaiu how indecent it is, when the fate of Rome depended 

*Hehnd cornmandeJ in Italy against tile Frentli, and was at lliis time in 
the command of the Roaian array.— Eo. 
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Oil na, wtea slie owes her existence to our generosity, to see the 
Pope renewing tis intrigues, and wearing oolouis ttat cannot be 
:igreeable to ns. You may say in your conversations with the 
Secretary of State, and even in your note if necessary, " The 
French BepvhUo was generous at Tolenio ; she wiU not be so 
again under swidlar circwnislances." 

I am reinforcing the garrison of Aneona with a Polish bat- 
talion. 

The sc[uadron of Admiral Bnieys answers for the conduct of 
the Neapolitan Court. Ton need feel no anxiety. If Naples 
attempts to interfere, I will bamediately destroy Jier commerce by 
the squadron, and, as soon as circumstances permit me, I will send 
thither a column of troops by way of answer. I shall see M. do 
G-allo* in an hour. 1 shall take a tone which will deter these Ne- 
apolitan gentlemen from marching on Rome. 

In short, while tlie present state of affairs ia Home continues, 
you must not suffer a gentleman so well known as M. Provera to 
command in Rome. The Directory does not intend to allow the 
petty intrigues of the Italian princes to recommence. Knowing 
well the Italians, I attach tho greatest importance to prOTcntiug 
the Roman troops from being under an Austrian general. 

In your conversation with the Secretary of State you will Bay, 
" The I'rcnch Republic, always well disposed to the Pope, is per- 
haps on the point of restoring Aneona to him. You are ruining 
your own afiairs. You will be responsible. You will have revolts 
in Macerata and Urbiao. Tou will ask assistance from France, 
and it will be refused." In fact, rather than give to the Court 
of Rome time to intrigue agamst us, I will make the beginning. 
Demand not only that M. Provera be deprived o£ the command, but 
rsi^uire him to leave Rome in 24 hours. Show decision of ohai- 
aiiter. The greatest fii-mness and the plainest speaking are neeeg- 
sai'y with such people. Show your teeth, and they are afraid ; 
use thorn with too much consideration, and they become insolent. 

Say publicly in Rome that, as M, Provera has been twice my 
prisouci- of war, he will soon be so a third time. If he attonipta 

* The Neapolitan ambassador. 
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to visit you, do not reoeive him. I Icnow well tte Court of Eome. 
This matter aloBe, well manage d, may ruin it 

The aide-de-camp who brings you this letter has orders to go 
oa to Naples, aad see citizen Canolaus. Ho will see with his own 
eyes whether the Neapolitan troops are moving. I cannot helieve 
it, though I have perceived for some time a sort of coalition, be- 
tween the courts of Naples and Rome, and even Florence. It ia 
the alliance of the rata against the cat. 

You will find with this letter one which, if you think it expe- 
dient, my aide-de-oamp will present to the Secretary of State, tell- 
ing him, at the same time, in the tone whioh becomes the conciuer- 
ors of Italy, that, if M. Trovera haa not left Eomo in twenty-four 
houra, we shall be forced to pay them a visit. 

Should the Pope die, you will do all that you possibly can to 
prevent his having a successor, and to bring on a revolution. The 
King of Naploa will keep quiet. Should he move after the revo- 
lution has been made and the people has seized the power, you 
will declare to the King of Naples, if he passes his frontier, that 
the Eoman people ia under the protection of the Frendi Republic. 
You will then proceed in person to tlie Neapolitan general, and 
say to him that the Trench Republic sees no objection to a nego- 
tiation as to the demands of the Court of Naples [on Rome], par- 
ticularly as to those made by M. Balbo in Paris, and by M. de 
Gallo to me : but that he must not support them by arms, such 
conduct being regarded by the French Republic aa an act of hos- 
tility to heraeif. 

In all this matter you wUl put on a bold exterior, to deter the 
King of Naples from entering Rome, tempered by the kindest rep- 
resentations, in le to con 'nee him that it is not his interest 
to do so. If, n sp te f all your exertions, the King of Naples 
should enter R m wh h I d not expect, you will remain there, 
and affect to ign alto the any authority which he may exer- 
cise there. You will p ote t the people of Rome, and be their 
avowed advocate you al oeacy being such as may be worthy of 
the representative of the first nation of the world. 

You must be aware that, under aucb circumstances, I shall 
take quickly the mcasurea which may be necessary to enable you 
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to support your declaration tliat you will oppose tlie 
Rome by the King of Naples. 

If, on tlie Pope's death, there is no insurrection in Rome, and 
there are no means of preTeoting the election of a Pope, do not 
3uffer Cardinal Alhaci to he named. You will not only use your 
right of pronouncing an exclusion, but you will alarm the cardi- 
nals by threatening that I shall in that event march instantly on 
Eome. We do not oppose his being a pope, bnt we will not snf- 
fer the aesasain of BasaeviiSe to be a sOTereign. But if Spain also 
pronounces an exclusion agwnst him, I do not see a possibility of 



[4S.] Napoleon to Joskfh. 

Eaditadt. Oct 1, im. 

I have ordered Haller to pay your current expenses. He says 
that he has given you 50,000 francs. 

Nothing new in France. All is quiet here. This Congress 
goes on m. The pretensions on each side art 

Do not suffer Pro vera to be in Rome 



[49.] Nafoleo ti Jo eph 

r«ia n Oot 16. HOT. 

You will find with this letter C tizen A -ahv a lo a copy of 
one wbicli I have written to the m n ster of the C salp ne Repub- 
lic, Pray communicate it to the best composera, and beg them 
in my name to try for the priae. 

[Enelosuro, SSTDB flfltft] 

I request you, Citizen Minister, to make Imown to the compo- 
sers in tlio Cisalpine Republic, and generally in Italy, that I offer, 
by competition, for the best march, overture, &c., on the death of 
General Heche, a medal worth 60 sequins. The pieces must be 
received by the 30th Bramaire [20th November]. Yon will have 
the kindness to name three artists or amateurs as adjudicators, 
and to charge yourself with the other details. 
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[SO.] N P J EIH 

Pft o SO, iTOT. 

I havo rere yed tizen Amljassalor yo note on General 
Proyera. It was r ght m style and a bstanco I th nk it neces- 
sary that you she 11 wr t offi ally and i ooure tie 1 be atiou of 
all persona impr s ned f tlieip op n ous "W t t alw y tlie do- 
ings of the Noapol tan I send T on h tro p to An ona and 
into Eomagna 

[61.] Napoleoit to Josupii. 

Miisn, Nov. 8, 17ST. 

I have recoiFcd your last letter, Citizen Amhassador. Our 
military chest ia bo poor that I oannot repay to you wfiat you liave 
spent for the army, 

The department of finance must have remitted to you. Em- 
ploy t!ie monej first in reimbiu-smg yourself your advances for the 
army, and then aslc the Minister of Foreign Affairs for your sal- 
ary. 

[ 52.] Napoi.ron to JosEPn 

Milsn N V 11, 1I9T. 

You ought not to hesitate. Citizen Ambi=!sador, m accepting 
the Pope's proposition. Let him give tlio prisoners their liberty 
and property, and let thom go. They loge nothmg by living oat 
of Rome, 



[ B3.] Kapoleon to Joseph. 

General Duphot'' will give you this letter, I recommend him 
to you as an excellent man. Ho will talk to you about the mar- 
riage which he wishes to make with your sister-in-law. It will, 
I think, ho a good match for her. He is a diatinguislied officer. 

* Assassinaicd soon atfer by Joseph 3 side. 
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[E4.] Nafolgoh to JoSEPa. 

Milan, Nov. :5. 1737. 

I start to-morrow for Radstadt, to exchange ratifications, exe- 
mte the treaty, and be present at the imperial oongrosa, 

Haller will pay the three or four months' salary due to you, 
and also that for the next three months. 

My wife thinks of setting off in three or four days to visit 
Eome. If this should be talked about or bo in any way objeotion- 
ble, send a courier to Florence to stop her. 

[ ao.] NAPor.EOH to Joseph, 

Milan (bo dale). 

I inform you. Citizen Ambassador, that the definitive treaty of 
peace was signed on the night of the 26-27th. Those are its prin- 
cipal conditions : — 

France has Mayenoe, the frontier of the Khino (except Co- 
logne), Corfu, Zante, Cephalonia, Santa Maura, and the Yenetian 
establishments in Albania below the G-ulf. 

Tho Cisalpine Republic has the frontior of tho Adige, Mantua, 
Peschiera, and their citadels. 

&enoa has the imperial fiefs. 

The Emperor has Istria, Dalmatia, and the town of Venice. 

You may publish the fact of peace, but conceal the conditions. 



[5G.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

I joined in your indignation. Citizen Ambassador, when you 
informed me of the arrival of General Provera, 

You may declare positively to the Court of Rome that, if the 
Pope receives in his service any officer known to have been in tho 
service of the Emperor, all good understanding ceases between 
France and Eome, We shall take it as a deolaration of war. 

You will let the Pope know, by a special note addi-essed to 
him personally, that, although we are at peace with tho Emperor, 

Napoleon returned to Paris on the 5tli of 
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the Freaoh Kepublio will not allow the Pope to receive among 
his troopa any officer or agent belonging to the Emperor, of any 
denoininatioa, escept tho usual diplomatic agents. 

You wOl require the departure of M. Provera from the 
Roman territory within twenty-four hours; in default whereof 
vou ■will declare that you quit Home. 

In yoni eonTcrsatioD. with the Pope you will let him Icnow 
that I have juat sent 3000 more men to Ancona, who will not 
turn back until you send them word that M. Provera and all 
the other [Austrian] officers have quitted the territory of hii 
Holiness. 

Yon will mate known to the Seer ta y f St t th t if h 
Hoiinesa attempt to execute any of the p n wh m y n ha 
demanded, the French RepubHo wiU ret h t by a t n all th 
relations of Cardinal Busea, and of the th d la wh m 

lead the Koman Court. 

Let the style of your notes he ooncise and firm. If necessary, 
leave Rome and go to Florence or to Ancofia. 

You will not fail to let both his Holiaesa and the Secretary 
of State understand that, as you cross the Roman frontier, you 
wiU declare the annexation of Ancona to the Cisalpine Republic. 
This, of course, is to he spoken, not to bo written. 

[ 57.] Napoleos to JosEpn. 

Hosa-qniirtorJ, Toulon, May i, 1708. 

The courier who takes this letter will leave Paris on the 9th, 
in order to inform me who is the retiring director. Pray write 
by him, and send me the newspapers from the time of my depar- 

I have desired all my couriers to call on you. Send them all 
to me at Toulon, partioolaily Moustache and Le Simple. 

[68.] NiPor.EoN TO Joseph. 

Hoaa-qnnrterH, on iworfl I'Orlent, Toulon Enilds, tlaj 19.1193- 

We are just setting sail. I shall not touch at Ajaccio. If 
Luoien is not elected deputy, he may come hither. He will 
always find hei-e opportunities. A frigate sails in a fortnight. 
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I Lope that you have bought Rise. I should like you to adcl 
to it one of the two estates near Roche, in Borry, which you pro- 
posed to me, atid which I saw on my road, of the probable value 
of 300,000 or 400,000 francs. I should prefer that of M. de 
Montigny, which I looked at four years ago for you. Inquire if 
the title is safe, and write to Junot's father about one or the 
other. One of these, with Rise, will do. 



[59.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Hcna-qiwl«rc, on liOBrf rOricnt. MaJ 25, 1T»3. 

We hare joined the convoy from Genoa, "Wo have bad good 

and bad weather and ealma. We are going on steadily for Elba. 

This evening we pass Bastia. I was not sick on the open 

Pray tell me about my affairs. I sent to you instruetions 
from Toulon. Your pai't of our arrangement goes on welL 

P.S. My wife wilt wait in Toulon till she bears tliat wo have 
passed Sicily ; then she goes to a watering-pla«e. 



[ 60.] NflPOLEOB TO JOSEPR, 

Hcul-qnartora, on board I'Otlent, May M, 1193. 

The convoy from Oivita VecoMa is Joining us. That from 
Ajaecio joined us yesterday. We are in full sail for our destina- 
tion. I am well. All goes on well here. I am anxious to hear 
that you have settled my little affairs about Rise and in Bur- 
gundy. 

[61.J NaIDLEON to J03iEPII. 

Head-qiiailers, Malta, Moj 29, 1T9S. 

General Baraguay d'Hilliers is going to Paris. He was un- 
well. I iise bun to oarry parcels and flags. I hear nothing from 
you about Rise or Burgundy, I write to my wife to come out to 
me. Be kind to her if she is neai you. My health is good. 
Malta cost us a cannonade of two days : it is the strongest place 
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a Europe. I leave Vaubois tkere. I did not touch Cor 
lave had no French news for a month. 
Wo writo by a ship of war. 



[ G2.] NapoLEOs to Josupif. 

Oniro (no datt). 

M, Calmebet has 100,000 francs in my name in the Mont de 
Pi^te, Tell him to re-invest the interest, and to spend as little 
M possible. 

As for my own plans, I wait for news from Constantinople 
and from France. If the Congress of Eadstadt does not end, if 
the Irish are beaten, we ought to mate peace, and to use Egypt 
to obtain a brilliant and permanent one. Be kind to my wife ; 
Bee her sometimes. ■ I beg Louis to give her good advice. I have 
received from yon only one letter by Le Simple, I hope that 
Dfiaree, if she marries Bernadotte, will be happy ; she deserves 
it. A thousand kkaes to your wife and to Lucien ; I send to her 
a handsome shawl. She is an excellent woman : make her happy. 



[ 63.] Nafuleun tu JosFpir. 

aHro,Jnly25, 170^ 

Tou will see in the newspapers the result of our battles and 
the conquest of Egypt, where wo found resistance enough to add 
a leaf to the laurels of this army. Egypt is the richest country 
in the world for wheat, rice, pulse, aJid meal. Nothing ean bo 
more barbarous. There is no money, even to pay the troops. I 
may be in France in two months. I recommend my interests to 
jou. X have much domestic distre^. Tour friendship is very 
dear to me. To become a misanthropist I have only to lose it, 
and find that you betray me. That every different feeling to- 
wards the same person, shoald be united in one heart is very 
painful.* 

* TiiB auspidons of JosepMne's honor, hintad at in this remnrknble letter, 
disturbed Napoleon during tha whole of hia Egyptian campaign. BoMirienne 
de^Giibes his distresa and his plajja of divoYca ds mouths afterwards, Eii conse- 
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Let mo hare on my arrival a vUla near Paria or in Burgundy. 
I intend to shut myself up there for the winter. I am tired of 
human nature. I want solitude and isolation. G-reatness fatigues 
lue ; feeling h dried up. At 29 glory has hecomo flat. I have 
fisliausted everything. I have no refuge but pure selfishness. I 
shall retain my house, and let no one else occupy it. I Lave not 
more than enough to live on. Adieu, my only friend. I have 
never been unjust to you, as you must admit, thoagh I may have 
wished to be so. You understand mo. Love to your wife and to 
Jer6me. 

qnencB o( some inFormation from Junot.' And on Ills return to Paris on the 
16th October, 1799, he refnsed to aoa Ids wife for three days, and consented to 
a racondliation only in oonseqtiencB of Bonrrienne's represantaUons that a con- 
jngftl quHTTBl might interfere with the ambitious plans which he was then 
meditating, and which he executed about tbree weeks ]al«r.— Tk.° 
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I'liE letters contained in this ohftpter belong to the period of the 
CoBsulate. The firat of them was written about three months 
before the battle of Marengo. 



[ G4.] Napoleon to JosErn, 

M 1 Sta 1 th 1 pe t J ty, and his wife gives din- 

dbU Ify til th would it not be well to 
I ! h t m k h h b d llowaace of from 1000 to 

000 f m tb h w Iready reached the time 

wh t nly d y ! t d t more sacred than those 

wb b mte p t d h Id m y be trampled under foot 
without the world's being scandalized .'' Let us give Madame de 
Stael the benefit of Judging her morals as if she were a man ; hat 
would a man who had inherited M. Necker'a fortane, and who 
had long enjoyed the privileges attached to a distinguished name, 
and who allowed his wife to remain in abject poverty whilst be 
lived in luxury, — would such a man be received in society ? 



Pray ^ve 30,000 francs to my wife. The principal obstacles 
; we have taken Ivrea and its citadel, in which we 



* This date le erroneouB. May onght to te substituted for Marcli. Bo' 
artclGftPai-isontlieethofMaj, 1800, and crossed Hie Groat St. Bernard 
lie 20th. IvTGa was taken on the 22nd. Tha battle of Marengo was fou^ 
n tlie litli of June.— Th, 
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found 10 guns. We fall down upoa them here like e. thunderbolt ; 
the enemy did not in the least expect ua, and even now can hardly 
boliove that we are here. 

Very great eyents will aoon take place, which will, I trust, 
have great results for the glory and the happiness of the Rf 
public. 

A thousand rememhranoes to Julie. 



[66.]1 Napoleos 10 Joseph. 

raili^ Dec. a, 1800. 

Lucien has reached Spain. Jerome ia on his way to Brest, 
on board the Admirars ship, with Eear-Admiral Gantieaume. 
Louis has left Berlin for Dresden. He is to go to Denmark. It 
is proper that your official despatches should be addressed to the 
minister, and taken directly to him by the courier. That need 
not prevent your writing to me a short note whenever you think 
it worth while.* 

I hear from Moreau that the Anatrians have asked for two 
passports to send two couriers to Cobectzel ; it is probable that 
by this time he has received two couriers from Vienna. I wait 
for news of them before I decide on setting out.f It would per- 
haps bo useful to say, in tho course of conversatLon, that, when 
once I shall have left Paris and commenced military operations, 
it is very probable that the project of indemnifying the House 
of Austria in Italy will he abandoned. You may add that as 
soon as I am in Italy the negotiations will naturally be on the 
spot where I am. 

As for the English, they themselves have broken off everything. 
We can no longer admit them at Lnn^ville, particularly, as we 
also have engagements to fulfil, and cannot treat until they have 
acknowledged the freedom of the seas. 

Try to let this couriei- be baok in Paris by the 16th. Austria 

* Joseph was at Lnu^ville, megoliatiiig wifh the Count de Col>entael. Hie 
battle of HoheiJindBQ, wLicli decided the war, was fought on the 8td of 
December, 1800.— Th, 

t To take himself the command in flio fitld. — Te. 
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eliaU recollect my departure if i( tatea place. You must there- 
fore send me word by your courier if all hope is lost, as I am in- 
clined by Pitt's speech in the Eugllsh parliament to believe. 



I send to you, Citizen Minister, a copy of a letter from General 
Brune, which will be in the ' Moniteui ' to-morrow. 

It is probable that, if Mantua is not given up to the French 
army, General Brune will be in Venice in a few daya, and the 
Austrians behind the Tagliamento. Make M. dc Oobontzel under- 
stand that we shall then have to think for ourselves ; he changes 
his mind every day ; it is a contemptible mode of negotiating. 
If the Adige be the boundary, half of Verona will belong to the 
Cisalpine Kepublio, and the other half to Austria. The same 
thing with respect to Porto Legnano. Insert in one of the proto- 
cols a declaration by you that, if we enter Venice, nothing on 
this side of the Brenta will belong to the Emperor.* 



[ 68.] NflPoiEON TO Joseph, 

PaiiB, Jan. 20, ISOl. 

By this time you must have received, Citiaen Minister, the 
instructions sent from Paris on the 29th NivOse [19th January]. 
A courier arrived yesterday from Bussia, who had roade the jour- 
ney in fifteen days : he brought me an extremely friendly auto- 
graph letter from Paul I. This courier met, at ten leagues from 
St. Petersburg, an officer, sent by M. Sprengthorten,-)- bearing a 
letter from me to the Emperor in nearly the same terms. 

I espect a Russian plenipotentiary in four or five days. 

The dispositions of Eussia towards England are very hostile. 
You will easily imderstand that our interest is to be in no hurry, 
for peace with the Emperor is of no importance compared with 

♦ Vons n'aureE d^sovmaiB i TEmpereDr que hi Brenla. I snspeut tliis 
t The Rnsaiaa Minister in Paria.— Tn. 
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an alliance which would overpower England, and preserve Egypt 
ions. 

Tie armistice witli Anatria in Italy is not yet concluded. 
You ought incessantly to complain of this. If Austria is sincere 
in her proposal to give up the whole right hank of the Adige, 
why does she not accept the armistice, of which the condition is 
her giving up merely the fortified places on that bank ? 

Tuscany should adopt as the first principle of her policy that 
the Emperor ought not to be allowed to pass Ihe Adigo, If, 
however, the course of events were such a^ to lead to the restora- 
tion of the Grand Duke, we cort^nly could not consent to it as 
long as wo are at war with England, for as long as that war 'asts 
we must always distrust Austria, we must always keep a large 
army in Italy, and, in order to esclude, as we must, tho English 
from Leghorn and the coast of Tuscany, we must retain posses- 
sion of the country. 

You ought never to speak of Naples or of the Pope. When- 
ever they are mentioned, you should say, " Have you any powers 
from those princes ? " " France will negotiate with them dixectly." 

Whenever the King of Sardinia is spoken of, you should say 
only that, if wo removed him for having fought for the Emperor, 
the Rmperor ought to have restored him ; that, at all events, we 
shall come to an. understanding with him, and so arrange matters 
in Italy as to prevent his alarming his neighbours, and to make 
the general tranquillity rest on a secure foundation. With respect 
to the stipulations which M. de Cobentzel may wish to make re- 
specting the Empire, you must promise nothing in our name. Our 
conduct will depend on circumstances, aad on the individuals in 
power at Vienna ; say that we have no confidence in Thugut, and 
that we can enter into no engagement with the Emperor as long 
aa the council ia influenced by that minister. 

Besides it is difficult to negotiate respecting Germany without 
the co-operation of Paul I, 

To resume. 

1. Keep open the protocol, discuss all the questions thoroughly, 
even the terms of the definitive treaty ; but siga nothing for ten 
days, when we shall have settled with Paul I. 
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2. In the interval, try to persuade them to find a place for 
the Graad Dake of Tuscany in Gonaany. 

3. Do not mention the Kiiig of Naples, the Pope, or the King 
of Sardinia. If the Austrian plenipotentiary gave up Tuscany, 
it might he stipulated that an Infant of Spain should be placed 
on that throne ; in which case France and Spain would Jointly 
engage to obtain for the Grand Duke a proportionate indemnity 
in Germany. 

4. Say nothing about the Cisalpine Bepuhlic hut that a form 
of government sliall be established there wtich will not cause any 
alarm to the neighbouring states. 

6. Make no engagements for us as to Germany, except with 
respect to the Grand Duke of Tuscany ; say that the other mat- 
ters shall be settled when peace is concluded with the Empire. 

6. Make no mention in the treaty of the details of it3 execu- 
tion. Leave them to be the subject of a separate convention. 

7. Do not lot us agr t a uat tl unt ies beyond the 
Inn and the Adige a mom nt h f t n ay, and insist on 
the payment of the cont b t n wh h ha b n imposed. 

5. As for the evaouat a f th ht I ank f the Rhine, it 
cannot take place till pea « w th th Emp made. 

9. With i-egard to Swit la 1 1 nl j d nee and neutral- 
ity may be stipulated. 1 u^^ht t nd tw couiiere every 
day. The affairs of Ei p a n a is the old system is 
changed, and the new one not yet settkd. 



[69.] Nafoleoh to Joseph. 

Paris, Feb. 13, 1801. 

Citizen Minister, — This morning the treaty of LunfeviUe was 
published. It has perfectly fulfilled the espoctations of the Gov- 



Citizen Talleyrand writes to authorise your return to Paris. I 
shall not write to M. de Cohentzel. I can treat hun only as "an 
ordiBary minister. In the Legiuning of this negotiation his oon- 
duct was unworthy of his character, He will, however, he well 
!, and there is no objection to his coming. In this 
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case it would be unwise, and it would appear improper, if you 
were as iatimate witli him. as you were at hia first visit. Wo did 
as mnoh for him. on tliat occasion as wo are doing at present for 
M. Katilschen,* because we tbougbt that he came to remove 
every obstacle, and to make peace, instead of endeavouring as he 
did to gain time, and making use of tbe extraordinary confidence 
which I placed in him to advance the suocess of M. Ttugut's 
system. You may, however, tell him that if he had not lud the 
good sense to remain at Lunfiville we should have imposed harder 
conditions upon Austria. 

I have but one word more to say : The nation is satisfied 
ufiih fhs treaty, and I am eidremely pleased with ii. 



[ 70.] NiPOLEOB TO Joseph. 

Pntia, April II, 1801. 

The Emperor of Kussia died on the uight of the 24th of 
Maroh, of a stroke of apoplexy. I am so deeply afflicted by the 
death of a prince whom I highly esteemed, that I can eater into 
no more details. He is succeeded by his eldest son, who has re- 
ceived the oaths of the army and of the capital. 



[ 71.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

July 19, )8W. 

It seems to me necessary that you should ooiue fo an under- 
Btajiding with Cardinal G-onsalvi respecting the bishops who have 
sworn to the Constitution. lie appears to think that the Con- 
cordat does not oblige the Pope to address to them a brief com- 
manding them to resign their sees,! and be requires them to retract 
before they can receive dioceses. This would dishonour them, 

* Tlia EuBMan Envoy .~Te. 

f Josepliwas now charged wilh tlie uegotialjon of the Ooncordat -witU 
Eome, Napoleon, for the pnrposo of introduoing a new hiacarchy, prapoaed 
Ibat all the bishops should resign, aud that a proportion of them should be re- 
appointed. It appears that the Pope aonght the reaigDadon of lie bishops in 
queation uimeoeBaary, on the ground that by swearing to the conatitntion tJiey 
had Girfeited theii sees. 
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ancl would comproraiae lie temporal power which, from the timo 
of the Constituent Asaemhly, has supported this portion of the 
clergy. 

This is important. 

[J2,] Natoleon to JoaEFH. 

PwlB, July 19. 1801. 

I desire you, citizen, to continue your conferences with Cardi- 
nal Gonsalvi and jour other colleagues. 

1. To come to an. agi'eement respecting the constitutional 
bishops, and to render them as eligible as the bishops who have 
not sworn to the Constitution. 

2. To determine the terms of the bull. 

I should like the bull to be published in France as soon as 
possible, in order ttat I may immediately nominate the arch- 
biahopa and bishops. I wish the bull to bo published in Paris on 
the 15th of August. All my nominations will be made by that 
time, so that the now diocesans may enter upon their duties in the 
first days of Fructidor [end of August]. Make it felt that I 
attach great importance to this business being settled by the month 
of Frimaire [November-December], when the legislative body is 
to meet, and the debates will begin. 

It would be as well to put all these matters into a protocol. 



[ 73.J NAroLEON m Josrpu, 

Psria, Dso. 29, 1801. 

It is settled that Louis and Hortense are to be married on 
the 14th ; they are to live in my house in the Rue do la Victoire. 
I shall probably set off fbr Lyons in the course of the next ten 
days. The Minister for Foreign Affairs went on the 2d, and the 
Minister of the Interior will go on the 11th.* 

Four hundred and fifty deputies from the Cisalpine Republic 

* JoBcpt was at fhis time JiegotiaUng the Treaty of Amieoa. Tha objects 
of Napoleon's visit to Lyons were to arrange Its details of the Conatitation o( 
&» Cisalplae Kepublio, imd t« be recdved aa its President. — Tb. 
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readied Lyons a fortnight ago, and by thia time they must Lave 
met is council. 

I hope that before I go you will let me hear three or four 
times from Amiens, and tell me for certain the day on which the 
definitive treaty is to be signed. It appears to me that there ia 
no longer any serioua obstacle. 



[74.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

ParKJan,B,im 

I am to set off to-morrow at midnight for Lyons, I shall 
stay there only eleven or twelve days. 

I believe that General Bernadotte has gone to Amiens. 
Whether he be there or not, I wish him to let you know if he 
would like to go to Gaudaloupe as Captain-G-eneral. The island 
ia in a high state of prosperity and of cultivation ; but Lacrosse 
made himself unpopular; and as he bad only 500 whites in bis 
service, ho was driven out, and a mulatto has set himself at the 
head of the colony. The peace with England was not then ex- 
pected. Three ships, four frigates, and 3000 good infantry, have 
been sent to disarm the blacka, and to maintain tranquillity. It 
is an agreeable and important mission in every respect. Some 
reputation is to be gained, and a great service done to the re- 
public, by tranqnillising for ever this colony. From thence he 
may perhaps go to take possession of Louisiana, and even of 
Martinic[ue and of St. Lucia. 

If this tempts Bernadotte's ambition, as it appears to do, you 
must immediately let me know ; fot.the expedition will set off in 
the month, of Pluviose [January-February], and missions to the 
colonies are desired by the most distinguished generals I shall 
wait for the courier's return before I appoint to this post 



I have received your letter of the 12th PIuvi6se. Matters 
appear to be advancing at Amiens, A week sooner or later 
will make no difference. 
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Tlie affairs of the Cisalpine Eepublic appear to have giTen 
general satiafaction. I hog jou to apeak to Lord Oornwallia 
ahout the infamoiis pamphlet which I enclose. Impress upon 
him how little it suits the dignity of either country to allow such 
nonsense to he published iii London fcj an emigrant, at a time 
when I am particularly anxious to put an end to all that can ox- 
cite complaint from England. 

Tell Lord Oornwallis that he ought not to trust to Mr. Jack- 
son; he lives in bad society, and gets his information from 
swindlers, whose only object is money. What Lord Cornwallis 
has ab-eady heard from Mr. J'aokson ought to be a sufficient proof 
of this. 

Sebastiani haa returned from Constantinople. The Grand 
Seignior has written to me a most satisfactory letter. 



[ 7B.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Your dispatch of the 16th Ventose [6th March] has just ar- 
rived. I do not think that there is now much difference between 
the different proposals. The last wording of the English propo- 
sal respecting Malta is not far from ours. It is easy to find a 
middle course with regard to the matter of the prisoners. I do 
not see what there is to prevent the immediate conolusion of the 
treaty. If Lord Cornwallis means what he says, peace ought to 
be signed by noon on the 12th. If this is not done, it will be 
evident that some ohange has taken place in tho plans of the 
British Cabinet, and this, in the present state of Europe, would 
be madness. At any rate I expect my courier to return with 
acaurate information by noon on the 19th instant. I have yielded 
to all the demands of England ; if poaco is not made immediately, 
I do not fear war. Express yourself strongly on this subject, and 
let me know by noon on the 19th what I am to expect; for as it 
seems that the English are arming at Plymouth, I mast look to 
the safety of our fleet. As for the Turkiai Ambassador, it is 
impossible to discus again a matter on which our decision has 
been often repeated. Our peace with Turkey shall not be made 
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at Amiens, but this is no objection to the article wliieli guarantees 
ile integrity of the Ottomao. empire. 



[77.1 Napoleon to Joseph. 

PaiiE, Miitcli 8, ISiB. 

1 have reeeiyed jour letter of the ISth. I aiopt, though 
against my will, this formula : " The Sublime Porte is Invited, to 
accede to this treaty." I do not, howovor, give up my intention 
of making a separate treaty with the Porte, for the present one 
does not settle all our differences. As I have not at this instant 
the draft before me, I do not know if it contain an a,rtiole 
guaranteeing the integrity of Turkey. I think that such a clause 
must be inserted. For the rest, I give you all the latitude neces- 
sary to enable you to sign in the evening. When this courier ar- 
rives, you will be in conference. I do not think that he will be 
able to reach you before 9 o'clock, 

I am. of your opinion that it is eztremely important not to lose 
another minute. Do all iu your power, therefore, to finish and to 
sign. 

Yon will let me know in your answer if the courier arrived 
before 9 o'clock, as I have promised him in that ease 600 francE. 

I expect my courier to-morrow before 12. 



[ 78.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Malmalson, Msrcli 1(1, 1S02. 

It is 5 o'clock in the afternoon, and the ooarier is not yet ar- 
rived whom yon promised to despatch after your oonferenee 
yesterday morning, and whom I expected at midnight. Yet 
Otto's despatches and all the letters from England ooniinn the 
report that she is making considerable armaments, and that 
scjuadron after squadron is being sent off. Lord Hawkesbury 
told Otto that Comwallis had received his last instructions. 
The differences at Amiens were not worth making such a noise 
about. A letter from Amiens, I suppose by Mr. Merry, caused 
the alarm in London, by asserting that I did not wish for psaoe. 
Under these circumstances, delay will do real mischief, and may 



I ..Google 



QQ DOUBTS CONCERNING EHSLiND. 

be of great oonaequence to our squadron? and 
Have the kindness, therefore, to send special couriers to inform 
me of what you aie doing, and of what you hear, for it i? clear 
to me that, if the peace is not alieady signed or agreed on, there 
is a change of plana m London 

However that may he, go on with your negotiation , ba satis- 
fied with inserting m the protocols, notes to show plainly that it 
is England that docs not wish for peace, or delays it. 



[ 79.] Napoleon to JosEfii. 

Tour letter of the 10th March has reached me, and I see that, 
although you are agreed, you have not yet signed. This delay ia 
really strange. Yot it is certain that Lord Comwallis had re- 
ceived his final instructions, and had only to sign. Moustache, 
whom I am expecting this afternoon, will doubtless clear up some 
of this mystery. 

I will not, on any pretext, have tho name of Genoa substi- 
tuted for that of Liguria. I would rather not have it men- 
tioned. Neither will I evaluate Otranto before the English 
evacuate Malta. The middle course is not to speak of it. That 
Rould not have been done if they were to keep Malta for six or 
eight monfis; but now that all must be evacuated in the course 
of three months, it is useless to mention it. 



[SO.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Parts, March 11. JSOa 

Moustache has just arrived, I have already sent you word 
by the courier, who staited three hours ago, that I attach no im- 
portance to the aokoowledgment of Liguria. Nor is the secret 
article relating to Naples of any value, as it has no substantial 
object; for it would be possible for me to evacuate Taranto with 
the artillery, &c., for the next three months, however much I 
might wish it. These articles are therefore quite useless. 
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I Bee, thea, no olDatacIe to peace. Tou must only take care 
to word the article on priaonera so as not to excuae Portugal from 
what she ia bound by the secret articlea of her treaty to pay to 
us. This is for your private information, for you ought not to 
say a word about it, as England haa never mentioned it. 

You may tell Lord Cornwallia openly that the King of 
Prussia has recognised the Italian Republic, and has congratu- 
lated me, through hie ambassador, on the result of the Congress 
of Lyons : 

That on the eTcning of the 17th M. Cobentzel received a 
courier from Vienna; ho came in person to notify to me that 
the Emperor was rejoiced to aee the Italian Eepuhlic delivered 
from the horrora of anarchy, and waa ready to receive the Italian 
amhaasador whom I might think fit to send to him : 

That all the aovercigos of Italy have recognised the Italian 
Eepuhlic, 

Lastly, That the courier whom M. Maikoff despatched to St. 
Peteraburgh with news of the Congress of Lyons haa returned, 
and that the Emperor Alexander is more inclined than ever to 
join with France in all the important affairs of Europe. 

Yon will also make Lord Oomwallia aware that I am not 
duped by the hostile demonstrations in London; tliat they are 
not an European intrigue, but mere cabinet intrigues to procure 
a change of ministry; and that I shall pity England if such 
Kuserahle manceuvres should revive the war. Say also that I 
am perfectly convinced that, in the present state of Europe, 
England cannot with any reasonable hopes he the only power at 
war with us. 

If you think that peace will be signed in twenty-four hours, 
keep Moustache, and send him on to London to announce it to 
Otto. 

[ 8I.3 Napoleon to Joseph, 

Pdrjs, Murobll.JSOa 

It is 9 o'clock; a telegraphic despatch from Brest, sent on 
the evening of the 21st, informs me that our squadron reached 
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the Cape* on tho 5tt of February; that our troops had disem- 
barked ; and that the Cape and the fine northern plain were oc- 
cupied by our soldiers. I give you the earliest intelligeiioe, that 
you may make uso of it. I shall not have the details for three 
days, when I expect the courier, but I thought it not unim- 
portant that you should be immediately aware that all our troops 
have landed; the army and the fleet occupy a safe position 
whatever may happen. 



[82.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Parla, Maroli 21, 1302. 

Tour last letter has been shown to me. I approve of your 
conduct, and especially of your reserve. 

It seems that to-day we are again approaching an agreement. 
As to tho prisoners, Otto tells me that the English ministers 
admit that France should be allowed in aoooont what the prison- 
ers taken from the allies of England have cost her. Tliis seems 

With regard to Malta, there can be no harm in declaring, 
Btnee it ia a fact, that the post of Grand Master is vacant ; as one 
of the articles provides that there shall be no longer an English 
or a French nation,! ^ Frenchman cannot be appointed. This 
stipulation has been made chiefly oa account of the Bourbons, 
because it has been said that England wished to appoint a 
Bourbon Grand Master. We hold that the French emigrants 
are not eligible, as there is no longer a French nation, and, 
although tho emigrants are in exile, they retain their nationality. 

The words " forming part of the Neapolitan army," which 
they want to substitute for the term " native," are rather im- 
portaut if their secret wish is to introduce French emigraats or 
Englishmen; if tbis be not the motive for the change of words, 
it is of less importance. 
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What relates to the Prince of Orange may stand if the words 
"patrimonial estates" are added. 

Wliat is very important is that no mention shonld be made 
of DohiUty as regards Malta ; our system of government is op- 
posed to it. It would he absurd if we were made to say that a 
man must be noble in order to enter the order of Malta, : the 
middle coursej and the right one, is not to allade to the subject. 
This matter is the moat important in the Maltese questions. 

It is also important to put the article on Turkey last, and to 
cancel the words " allies of England ; " otherwise you would like- 
wise have to insert "fm Ui fTn 11 fR aad 
of the Emperor ; " but th b tt pi n to \p th w d. 
" allies of Great Brit n Th a y mp t nt t 1 b 

cause these words, tndgaln widg ( En^la d a 
species of supremacy wh h w uld n t u t u, 

I have just ree I 1 tl s f cm 8t D um dated th 
20th February; they ta a g d w P t E publ an ha 
beeu taken, with all t f t w th ut b n g ny th n Th y 
have taken Toussaiit mlt y h t t nfa 1 2 500 000 
francs. The Port d la Pa x n 1 <^t D m ng j 1 

The Spanish party h ubnutt d d tl 3tl Q n al 

Leclerc had gone to tt k T u. t wh h Id ut th 000 
8000 men. 

You will find enclosed a letter to Jerome. 



I send to you, Citizen Joseph, what has been done as to the 
courts in Corsica. Just as it was going off I have been in- 
formed that some of the names are ill-selected. As the matter 
is very important, I reijuest you to consult with the Cardinal of 
Lyons, and other persons who know well tlie candidates, and to 
send me a new list, altered as you may think right, ready fer my 
signature. 
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[ 84.] Napoleon to JosEPa. 

Cump, Bnol^^e, 1S03. 

Paillette* writes to me tliat her marriage has teea made 
public, and that she starts for Rome to-morrow. You or mamma 
should write to Borghese's mother, to introduce her. Tell her 
at the same time that I am ready to take among my aides-de- 
camp Borghese's hrother, if he wishes to enter the army. 

* Pauliae Bonaparte, after the death of her first husbimd, Gonetal Leelerj 
maiTicd the Piinco Borghese. — Ed. 
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ADVAHCE OF THE A 



CHAPTER IV. 



The letters contained in this chapter extend from the 25tli of 
Septemher to the 27th of December, in the year 1805. 

The last letter of the previouis chapter, dated in the iDeginning 
of 1803, is the last in whioli he tutoyes his brother. On the 18th 
of May, 1804, he was proclaimed Empgror. 

In September, 1805, he left Paris to begin the campaign 
which was ended by the battle of Austerlitz, fought on the 2nd 
of Deoember, and the peace of Presburg, signed on the 27th of 
December, 1805. 

Daring Napoleon's absence, Joseph was 



[85.] Naiolecn to Jutoph 

Stoabom^g, Sept, 25, 1303. 

My Brother, — I hare reached Stiasbourg, all the army has 
passed the Rhine. Thu enemy occupies the oulets of the Black 
Forest. Our manwuvreB will soon begin. Do all that you can 
to urge the nation as legards the conscnptioH I am satisfied 
with the departments which I have gone thiough. Whereupon 
I pray God to keep you in bis holy and worthy protection. 



My Brother, — I am this instant starting to carry my bead- 
quarters to Louisbourg on the Nocker. The whole army has 
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a iTanced by aeyoral daya march into the mter oi of Ge many 
they are all well d apoaed Tte army hia s iffereil no lease'* 
e thor by desert on or 1 y s okneas. The weathor is splend 1 
The emj eroi of \ustr a who came to jo n h s army his re 
turned t3 V enna and ter o re gns alreily in the enei j s 
ranks 

I have received information that the Austriana are withdraw- 
ing troopsfrora Italy, that they may march on Bavaria I wi?hyoii 
to see the Minister of Police, the Minister Dejean, and the Chief 
Secretary of War, to learn if all has been done relating to oall- 
jng out the reserves of the consoription. If these ministers and 
the prefects would put a little zeal info their services, the con- 
scripta onght to join their regiments in less than a month from 
this time. I intend tho conscription of the present year {1806) to 
join me in the course of a month from the 23rd of October. Pay 
the greatest attention to this. 



[87.J NiPOLEOH TO JOSKeH. 

Essllng, Oct 1, 1806, 

My Brother, — The army is advancing rapidly. The 1st and 
2nd corps * have joined the Bavarians and left Wiirzburg ; the 
3rd, 4tb, and 6th are beyond the Neoker. The enemy marches 
and CO untcrm arches, and seems to be very much puzzled. In a 
few days we shall be fighting. The army has not had one loss, 
either from desertion or sickness. I shall be at Stuttgardt this 
evening. As we shall move very quickly, you must not be aston- 
ished if you hear nothing from me for some days. It will be 
enough to put into the ' Moniteur ' that the Emperor is at Stutt- 
gardt; that the army has passed the Necker, and has already 
gained two great victories— ^ tho first, in that we have had neither 
Mckneas nor desertion, but, on the contrary, have been joined by 
many conscripts ; the second, in that we have been joined by the 

*The 1st corpa, nnier Bernadotte, came from Hanovor; tlie 2n^, com- 
maniiea by Marmont, cams from Zeisl^ in Hollaad; the 3ca, 4tli, anJ 6tb, 
under Davouat, Soult, andNey, earae from the camp of Bonlogne, a,na crossed 
the RMce between Mannheim and StrasbDOrg. — Ed. 
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Bavarian, Danish, and Wurtoraliurg armies, and that all i 
Gerraana are well diaposed towards ug. 



[ 88.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Loiiisboui'g, Oct. 3. 1305. 

My Brother, — I entered Louisboiu'g yesterday; I reside in 
the Elector's palace : he has definitively joined us. Ko blood has 
yet been spilt on either side ; although we have eut off several 
patrols of the enemy's cavalry, and they have brought to nie 30 
as prisoners. We are all in full march, and nian<eu- 
a great scale. 



[89.] 



NiPOLEOIf TO JoaEPH. 



My Brother, — I go to-night. Events will heeomo more in- 
teresting every day. You need put into the Monitenr only that 
the Emperor is well, that on Friday, October 3, he was still at 
Louisbourg; that the alliance with Bavaria is concluded. I 
heard yesterday at the Court theatre the German Don Juan, I 
suppose that the music ef this opera is the same as in Paris; it 
seemed to me to be very good. 



[90.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Loulsboui^, Ool. 4, 1805. 

My Brother, — I am glad to hear that the conscription is 
going on well in Paris, Let me know if the reserves of the 
years 1801, 1802, 1803, 1804 have already marched. I am this 
instant leaving 1 



[01.] 



Napoleon to Joseph. 



My Brother, — The three bulletins which have been sent to 
Paris will have given you an idea of what has passed here. Give 
the enclosed letter to the Pr^fet of Paris. The weather changed 
two days ago ; it rains a great deal. 

We shall reaeSi Munich this evening, or to-morrow at latest. 
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The Ruaaians are beginning to arrive. The enemy ia weakening 
very much his forces in Italy in order to aend troopa hither. The 
next tliree or four days will probably be eventful. Many reniM-k- 
ahle feats of arms may take place. 

The action of Wertiugon does great credit to the dragoona 
and to the cavalry. It is a pleasant littlo suecesa for Mnrat, who 
was in command. 

The good feeling of the army, their wiah to be aeriously en- 
gaged, and their patience under fetigue, are of good omen. My 
head-quarters to-day are at Zusmarahaussen. I have neither car- 
riage nor seeretariea, nor anything else here, but I intend this 
evening to join the head-quarters at Augsbourg. 

I keep the enemy surrounded in Ulm ; they were d 
yesterday by Ney. The details to-a: 



f 92.] Hai>oleob io Jopeph. 

Augsbmiig, Oct 21, 1805. 

My Brother, — The bulletins have informed you of onr glori- 
ous suoeeBses. Kotbing can bo better. I have reason to be 
eatiafied with the heroism of tlie army and with its attachmont 



[ 93.] Napoleon to JoaEPU. 

Munloli, Oct 21. 1606. 

My Brother, — I thini that you had better say nothing in the 
'Moniteur' foimded on rumours; as I get further off there will 
be false ones, which you would have to disavow. It is better to 
wait for real news. 

I hope by the end of the month to express to you my satisfac- 
tion on the arrival of the conscripts. I have as yet sustained no 
great losses. But if the war continues, I must lay my aoeouut 
to have to leave a strong army in the North, to protect Holland. 

The conduct of Prussia ia equivocal. I have called out the 
reserve in only 54 departments. Not that I do not want the 
whole, but because I fear the state of feeling iu some depart- 
ments. If the Minister of tlie Interior sees no objection to 
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calling out the reserves of the remainmg departnrents, let it be 
done. They should all be moved towarSs Strasbourg. I will 
Jet the Minister of War know the corps in which they are to be 
incorporated. 

I manteiivre against the Russian army, whioh is in position 
behind the Inn, and strong. 

Before a fortnight I shall have opposed to me 100,000 Rus- 
sians and 60,000 Austrians, sent from Italy or from the other 
reserves of that kingdom. I shall conquer them, hut probably 
not ■without loss. 

I presume that Dejoan is taking measures to clothe the con- 
fccripts. The absence of the aimy from France must save much 
of the expense which it cost ia the camp at Boulogne. 



[ 94.] Napoleon k 






My Brother, — I reached Braunau to-day. It snows heavily. 
The Russian army seems frightened by the fate of the Austrians. 
They have abandoned to me Braimau, one of the keys of Austria, 
well fortified and fuU of magazines. We shall see now what 
this Russian army wUl do. It has lost its presence of mind. 
Tliey rob, steal, and outrage everywhere, to the great disgust 
of tho people. They look down on the Austrians, who seem no 
longer to like fighting : by they, I mean the Ru^au of&cers ; 
the mem are brutes, who do not know an Austrian from a Erench- 



[ 95.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Leutz, Nov. 6,1S"S. 

My Brother, — My advance is within six marches of Vienna. 
The weather is unseasonably cold ; there is a hard frost. My 
last Paris news is of the 28th of October. I presume that Je- 
rome is on board his ship, and is anxious to distinguish himself, 
and to be useful to me. 
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[96.] NAi-OLtON lo Joseph. 

My Brother, — Tho bulletin has told jou all that I found ia 
Vienna.* I manceuvre to-day against the HuBsiau army, and 
have not heen satisfied with Beraadotte ; t perhaps the fault is 
in his health. 

When I let him enter Munich and Salzbourg, and enjoy the 
glory of thee greit expeditions without his Iiavmg to Are a gun, 
or to enduie any of the fatiguing services of the army, I had a 
right ti expect (hit he would want neither activity eoj- zeaL 
He iiaa lost me i day, and on a day may depend the destiny of 
the world Not a man would have escaped from me. I hope 
that ht will repair his fault to-morrow by a more active movo- 
inent I want Junot. Every day convinces me more and more 
that the men whom I have formed are incomparably the best. I 
contmtie to be pleaoed with Murat, Lannes, Davoust, Soult, Ney, 
and Mdimont I hear nothing of Augereau's march. MasB^na 
has behaved mdiiFereiitly. He made bad dispositions, and got 
himself beaten at Caldiero. Prince Charles's ai-my is advancing 
on me. The Venetian country must by this time be evacuated. 
It may be as well if you let him know, through our oommort 
friends, that I am not very well pleased, I will not say with his 
courage, but with the ability which he has shown. This will 
rouse his zeal, and may stop the disorder which is beginning in 
his army. I know that a contribution of 400,000 franca has been 
imposed on the Austrian portion of Verona. I intend to make 
the generals and offioers who serve mo well so rich, that they will 
have no pretext for dishonouring by their cupidity the noblest of 
all professions, and losing the respect of their soldiers. Q-enera! 
Dejean is absurd about arming the citadel of Ancona ; his reasons 
are contemptible. Support the Constable. X All tho arguments 
that Dejean uses are good for nothing. It is a habit of engineer 



J Priaea LohIb Bonapiu-te. 
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officers to wish to show their cleverness ; I choose it to be 
armed, and that is enough. 

The Emperor of Gei-many writes beautiful letters to me ; but 
though he has allowed me to occupy his capital, he has not yet 
shaken off the influence of Russia. Just now he is supposed to be 
with, the Emperor Alexander, but some day or other he must make 
up his mind. 



[B7.] Naitjlkon io Joseph. 

Zna(m, Nor, IS, 1806. 

My Brother, — I received your letter of the 15tli in Moravia. 
We are pursuing the Russian army with our swords almost in 
their ba^sks. They have lost about 6000 men in the different 
engagements, and are making long forced marches to evacuate 
Austria. I expect to be at Briinn to-morrow. My advanced 
posts are before Olmiitz, in which fortress the Emperor of Ger- 
many Iiaa taken refuge. 

All that is going on in the Bank has been long foreseen by 
sensible people. The principal cause is that they discount every 
apooiea of paper in eiroulation; but the root of all this evil is 
that the interest of most of the directors is opposed to that of 
the public and of the State. I see little chance of finding a 
remedy, but I will try to do so on my return; till then it must 
be let alone. You may say that I shall be Ie Paris before 
Christmas. 



[ 08.] NAP0I.EOS TO JoSEPn. 

Briiun, Uov. 21, ISOS. 

My Brother, — You have thrown away 26 millions;* where 
will you find money for the pay and subsistence of the troops ? 
T owe nothing to Vanlerberghe ; so much the worse for him if he 
has engaged himself with Spain about matters which do not eon- 
8 enough for me that his failure is no fault of the 



treasui-y. 



ofVanlarbecghe.— Te. 
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72 OAMPAIGS or 1605. Cmr. IV. 

[99.] ^AP0I.E0-ITO T(»EPa 

Brilno N V. 24, 1S06. 

My Brother, — I mtjim you that the Empeioi of Gormany 
ba3 just sent to lae M de Stadion hii miafiter m Russia, and 
Lieut. -General Comte Je (Jiulay, with full powers to negotiate, 
eoncludo, and sign a dctmitive peace between France and Austria. 
I have giYen similar powers to M. de Talleyrand. You will 
state this iu the ' Monitcur,' and add this paragraph : " It is to 
be hoped that the negotiation will produce peace, but this hope 
must not slacken the zeal of our administrators ; on the con- 
trary, it is an additional motive for hastening the coBsoripts on 
their march, aecording to the old proverb. Si vis paeem, para 
heUum. His Maj^ty recommends the Ministers of "War and of 
the Interior to press on their preparations." 

You will insert as news from Vienna, " Negotiations have 
begun. It ia said that the Emperor of the French is going to 
Italy. It is also said that he intends to appear in Paris when 
least expected there. We have not jet seen him," 

[ 100.] NAFOtr.oB TO Joseph. 

ErRmi, Nov. W, ISOfl. 

My Brother, — I am still at Briinn. I have given audieaoes 
to Stadion and to Giulay. I receive to-morrow Haugwitz, the 
Prussian minister. I hope soon to make peace. You cannot 
conceive how anxious I am to return to Paris. See if the 
Tuileries are at last finished. It seems to me that they ought to 
have been ready by the lat of November. The Emperors of 
Germany and Kussia are at Olmiita. The Russian army is rein- 
forced from time to time. 



[ 101.] Napoleok to Jqsbph, 

AosUrlitz, Deo. 3, 1806. 

My Brother, — I hope that by the time this courier reachei- 
you, my aide-de-camp Lebriin, whom I sent off from the field of 
battle, will have got to Paris. After some days of mauceuvrea, 
I had yesterday a dceieive battle. I put to flight the allied 
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army, oomioaiided by the two Emperora of Germany and Russia 
in person. It consisted of 80,000 Eusaianfl and 30,000 Aus- 
triana, I Lave taten about 40,000 prisonera, among whom are 
20 lluasian generals, 40 colours, 100 pieoea of cannon, and all the 
standards of the fiuasiac imperial guards. The whole army has 
covered itself with glory. 

The enemy has left at least from 12,000 to 15,000 men on 
the field. I do not yet know my own loss. I estimate it at 800 
or 900 killed, and twice as many wounded. A whole column of 
the enemy threw itself into a lake, and the greater part of them 
were drowned. I fancy that I still hear the criea of these 
wretches whom it was impossible to save." The two BmperorB 
are in a had situation. You may print the substance of this, but 
not as estracted from a letter of mine, it would not be suitable. 
You will receive the bulletin, to-morrow. Though I have been 
sleeping for the last week in the open air, my health ia good- 
To-night I sleep in a bed in the fine country-house of M. de Kau- 
uitz, near Austerlitz, and I have put on a clean shirt, whicli I 
have not done for a week. The guard of the Emperor of Busaia 

* This is a cemaitable passage. The inference whict Napoleon intancloil 
Joseph to draw is, that he would have saved iQie Enssians from being drowned, 
if he had been able. But, in fact, they were drowned iHtetitionaliy, and by bis 
ordeta. 

This is the acconnt of the transaction by M. Thiers :— " The flying Rus- 
sians throw tliemsolvaa on. the frozen lakes. The ice gave way in some places, 
bat was firm in others, and afforded an asylum loa orowd of fugitives. N^io- 
leon, fror. the hill of Prataen, overlooking the lakes, saw the disHster. He 
ordered the battery of his guard to fire round shot on the parts of the ice 
which remained unbroken, and thus to oompletB the destruction of Qte 
nretohes who bad tatea refuge there. Nearly 8000 persons wsrs thns drowned 
among the broken ice." — Consnlat et Empire livre xajii. p. 326. 

A person, not an eye-witness liiaisel^ but who had eaiefnily collected mfor- 
mation respecting this battle from eja-witnessea, deseribecf to me the socne. 
The French batteries fired, by Napoleon's order, first, not on the Eussiane, but 
on the parts of the ice nearest to the shoro. When lliese were broken, the 
Russians were rai a sort of island of ice. Theyall fell on their knees. The 
batteries then fired on tJism and on tie ice on which they stood, until tlie last 
man was killed or drowned. My inlbrmont computed tlie number thns de- 
stroyed at GOOO.— Tr. 

Toi,. 1.— i 
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was domolislietl, Princo Eepnin, ■who commanded it, was taken, 
witli a part of liia men, and all bis standards aad artillery. 

The Emperor of Germany this morning sent to me Prince 
Lichtensteitt to ask for an interview. It is possible tliat peace 
may soon follow. On the field of battle my army was smaller 
than his, but the enemy was caught in a false position while he was 
manceuvring.* 



[ 102.] NiPOLEOS TO Joseph. 

8oLBi,b™mi,Bco.lS,180Ji 

My Brother, — You need not haye annonneed so pompously 
that the enemy had sent plenipotentiaries, or have fired the guns. 
It was the way to throw cold water on the zeal of the nation, and ' 
to give foreignei-s a false impression as to our affairs at home. 
Crying out for peace is LOt the means of getting it. I did not 
think it worth putting into a bulletin, stUI less did it deserve to 
be mentioned in the theatres. The mere word peace means noth- 
ing, what we want is a glorious peace. Nothing oonld be more 
ill-eoncejved or more impolitic than what has just been done in 



[103.] 

My Brother, — I have got your letter of the Tth.f I am not 
accustomed to let my policy, be governed by the gossip of Paris, 
and I am sorry that you attach so much importance to it. My 
people, under all oLrcumstancea, has found it good to trust every- 
thing to me, and the present question is too complicated to be 
understood by a Parisian citizen. I mentioned to you my disap- 
probation of the importance vrhich you gave to the arrival of the 
two Austrian plenipotentiaries. I dbapprove equally of the arti- 

* The naw8 that Stodion andGiulny Lad lieen SBnt by ttie Emperor of Ger- 
many to negotiate for peace wos aunouQoad by Joseph in llic tlieatres. The 
guua of the InvaUdes ivere also fired, that day being tbe anniversary of the 

f In this lettev Joseph had dwelt on the general wish in Paris (ai peace. 
-Tb. 
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elea which the ' Journal de Paris ' keeps on publishing. Nothing 
can be more silly or in worse taste. I shall mate peace when I 
think it the interest of mj people to do so ; aad the outcries of 
a few intriguers will not hasten or delay it by a single hour. My 
people will always be of one opinion when it knows that I am 
pleased, because that proves that its interests have been protect- 
ed. The time when it deHherated in its sections has passed. 
The battle of Austerlitz has shown how ridiculous was the im- 
portance which, without my orders, you gave to the mission of 
the plenipotentiaries. I will fight, if it be necessary, moj-e than 
one battle more to arrive at a peace with securities, \l trust 
nothing to chance; but what I say I do, or I die?^ You will see 
that the peace, advantageous as I shall make it, will be thought 
disadvantageous by those who arc now clamouring for it, because 
they are fools and bloclcheads, who know nothing about it. It is 
ridiculous to hear them always repeating that we want pea^e, as 
if the mere fact of peace was anything ; all depends on the con- 
ditions, I have read the extract from Fescb's letter. He does 
not know what he is talking about, nor M. Alijuier any more, 
when thoy spedk of a disembarkation of SOUO Austrian caval- 
ry — as if 8000 cavalry could be so easily embarked. 



[ lot,] Nafoleo-( to JoaiiPH. 

ScliBcbrumi, 1100.20,1303. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 11th, ac- 
knowledging the telegraphic despatch announcing the battle of 
AusterlitK, The negotiations continue. My army is getting rest 
and ecjuipments. Prince Charles's ai-my is elose by. If peace is 
not quickly made, there will be an engagement in less than a 
month, which wiU not leave the Austrian monarchy the shadow 
of a resource. 

The returns of Marshal Kellermann of the 2nd . and 8rd of 
December, mention a much lees number of oonscripfs than are 
annomiced by the reports of Marshal Moncey : 10,000 have not 
yet reached the two armies of reserve. Louis has pushed things 
too iar in leaving Paris so ungarrisoned. I Lad sent for the 86th 
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and the 5tli to Versailles, in order, if necessaiy, to call ttem to 
Paris. The objection to aummoning to Paris the otter regiments 
from the camp of Poiticra is, that, being all Belgians, the vicinity 
of their own country ■would induce fchem to deseit, From the 
north there is nothing t* fear. The disagrocmonts which existed 
between France and Prussia have been removed, to the general 
satisfaction. It ia useless to publish this, or to make great ad- 
vances to Luochesiui.* 



[106.^ Nafoleon to Joseph. 

SchSnbiuQU, Dee. 23, lS0i3. 

My Brother, — I send to you an open letter, which you will 
read, seal, and give to M. Earb^-Marbois. I doubt whether to 
attribute his conduct to treason or to folly. He has advanced to 
the contractors for the army 85,000,000 belonging to the Treaeury. 
If I had boon beaten, he would have been the most useful ally 
that the coalition could have had. I suspend my judgment until I 
can ascertain myself tho causes of such an enormous deficit. 
Tali it over confidentially with the finance Minister, and talie 
the ntmost care that not a farthing goes out of the Treasury 
without an order. M. BarbiS-Marbois has been unfaithful to his 
duties. You need not say this to him, nor alarm him too much 
until I eome, which wUl be very soon. Show this letter to tho 
Miniater of Finance, and send quietly for the cashier who keeps 
the securities, to see which of them have left his custody, and to 
be sure that he parts with no more. I tell you frankly that I 
think that M. Barbfi-Marbois has betrayed me. Say nothing of 
11 this t M. Cambaoeres, because the brothers Michel are con- 
n d n t, and I do not know how far hia interests may be 
fF t 1 '^ay slightly to M. Marbois that a storm ia brewing, 
nd that tli re is only one mode of averting it, which is replacing 
h s ur t a in the Treasury before my arrival ; and that he will 
d w 11 1 rrange with JDesprez that all may be replaced in its 
ordinary state ; otherwise tho storm will break. I should not 
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! surprised if Deaprez and the other jobbers oonneeted with 
arb6-Marbois, ia tJieir foar, replace what has been taken. 



[ lOe.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Sdiunbrumi, Deo. 2T, 1S05. 

My Brother, — The peace was signed at Presburg at 4 o'clock 
this morning by M, de Talleyrand, the Prince Liebtenstein, and 
Grcneral Glulay. I am to have an interview with Prince Charles. 
I have not time to write more. Guns ought not to be fired for a 
peace until it baa been signed. You may announce this by 
forty dischai-gea. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

The lettei's contained ia this chapter extend from the Slat of 
December, 1805, to fJie 31st of March, 1806. 

They relate the success of the first of Napoleon's attempts to 
sei7,Q the ancient monarchies of Europe, and to convert them into 
suh-liingdoms to be governed by his own brothers and kinsmen — 
attempts which produced his own ruin and the disraembermeat of 
the great empire of which ho was the immediate sovereign. The 
first of these letters informs Joseph that he is to command the 
army which is to invade Naples. 

The last orders him to assume the Neapolitan orown. 



[ 107.] Nafoi-eon to JoaiiPH. 

Miinicli,Di^c81, 1S0S. 

My Brother, — I am at Munich. I shall remain here a few 
days to receive the ratification of the trealy, and to give to the 
army its last orders. 

I intend to take possession of the kingdom of Naples. Mar- 
shal Massena and General Saint-Cyr are marching on that king- 
dom with two corps- d'armde. 

I have Darned you my Lieutenant commanding- in-chief the 
army of Naples. 

Set off for Rome forty hours after the receipt of this letter, 
and let your first dispatch inform me that you have entered 
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Naples, di'iven out the troachermis Couit, aud subjected that part 
of Italy to our authority. 

Ifoa will find at the head-quartera of the army tie decrees and 
instruotions relating to youv mission. 

Yoa will wear the uniform of a general of division. As my 
lieutenant, you have all the marshals under your orders. Your 
command does not extend beyond the army and the Neapolitan 
teritory. "If my presence were not necessary in Pai'is I would 
march myself on Naples ; bat with the generals whom you have, 
and the instruotions which you will receive, you will do all that I 
eould do. Do not say whither you are going, escept to the AreK- 
ChanoeUor; let it be known only by your lettters from the army. 

[ 108.] Nai-oleos 10 Joseph. 

Miiiiicli, Dec. 31, ISO^ 

My Brother, — I have demanded in marriage for Prince 
Eugene, Princess Augusta, daughter of tlie Elector of Bavaria, 
and a very pretty person. This marriage has been agreed on; I 
have demanded another princess for Jer6me. As you havo seen 
him last, tell me if I can reckon on the young man's consent. I 
have also arranged a marriage for your eldest daughter with a 
pmall prince, who in time will become a great prince. As this 
last marriage cannot take place for some months, I shall have time 
to talk to you about it. Tell mamma, as from me, about the 
marriage of Prince Eugene with Princess Augusta. I do not 
wish it to be mentioned publicly. 

[ 109.] NAtClLGON TO PEIBOHSa JoSETH. 

Mnoleb.Jsa. 9, 1800, 

Midime, my ?ister-in-law, — I settled sorao time ago the 
marriigc of my ^on Prince Eugene, with the Princess Augusta, 
diughter of the King of Bavaria. The Elector of llatisbon 
maines them at Municii ontlie 16th of January. I am detained, 
thciifnre for 1 few da\s longer in tHs towu. 

The PimocHs Augusta ia one of the handsomest and most 
1 complished per^ionn of her sex. It would be proper, I think, 
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that jovl should make hep a present costiBg from 15,000 to 20,000 
franCB. She will set off for Italy on the 20th of January. Tlie 
King of Bavaria will write to you to announce the marriage. 
Whereupon I pray God, madame, my siBtei-in-law, to keep you 
in his holy aod worthy protection. 

[ 110.] Iiniiorial Camp of SobonbinBD, 6 Hiv6ae, an 14 

(Dec 27, 1905). 

Soldiers, for ten years I have done everything to save the 
King of Naples. Ho has done everything to ruin himself. 

After the hattles of Dego, Mondovi, and Lodi, he could have 
resisted me but feebly : I trusted him and treated him with gen- 
erosity. 

After the second coalition was brokcji at Marengo, the King 
of Naples, who had been the first to begin that unjust war, ahan- 
doned at Lun6ville by his allies, stood alone and defenceless. He 
entreated, and I pardoned him a second time, 

A few months ago you were at the gates of Naples. I had 
sufficient reason to suspect the treachery which was meditated, 
and to revenge the outrages which I had received. I was again 
generous : I acknowledged the neutrality of Naples, and directed 
you to quit that kingdom : for tie third time the house of Naples 
was saved and re-established. 

Shall we pardon a fourth time ? Shall we trust a fourth time, 
a court without faith, or honour, or intelligence ? No I no I The 
Neapolitan dynasty has d t gn its existence is iaeompati- 

ble with the tranquillity f E ir p ni the honour of my crown. 

Soldiers, march ; th ow mt th waves, if they wait for you, 
the weak battalions of the ty ant of the seas. Show the world 
how we punish trcache y L t me hear without delay that all 
Italy is subject to my auth ty t that of my allies : that the 
finest of countries is relieved from the yoke of the most faithless 
of men : that the sacredness of treaties has been avenged : and 
that the manes of my brave soldiers, massacred in the ports of 
Sicily, on their return from Egypt, after having escaped from the 
i^ert and from a hundred battles, are at length appeased. 

SoldieiB, my brother marches at your head. He knows my 



I ..Google 



Jan. IS06 JOBEPH'a MARCH TO NAPtES, 81 

plaDS, he possesses mj authority and my confiiJenco. Give to Mm 
yours.* 

[ID.] NiPOi^ONTo Joseph, 

My Brother,— I have received your letter of the 7th. You 
started on the 9th. To-day you must be at Chajnb6ry. The 
15th or 16th you will be near Eome. I have sent to you General 
Dumaa. Marshal Mai^ena must he with the army. I calculate 
that after a few days' rest you wOl have nearly 40,000 men, which 
you can divide into three corps; Masaena will have the largest, 
General Saint-Cyr the second, and General Eeyneir the smallest, 
consisting of 6000 good troops, as a reserve. Attach yourself to 
General Eeyneir. He is cold, but of the three he is the best able 
to make s, good plan of campaign, and to give you good advice. 
In your position the secret is to make ea«t of the three believe 
that he has your confidence. 

This lettter will be presented by my aide-de-camp Lebiun, 
whom you may keep. You may employ General Dumas on your 
st-afi'. He does not understand much about manceuvring, he has 
not had enough military experience. Your great business is to 
keep yonr troops together, and to reach Naples with all your 
forces as soon as possible. 

An army composed of men belonging to different nations will 
soon commit hlundcrs.f The thing to be done should be to wateh 
for them, and turn them to account; but you have nobody about 
you who can direct you how to do this. A we«k more or less is 
not of importance. Besides the three corps which I have men- 
tioned t« you, keep in hand a strong body of cavalry and light 
iirtillery, to be sent wherever it may be wanted ; but it is diificult 
to believe that tie fiussiana and English will not retire as your 
army becomes strong and well organized. If, contrary to my 

* Sncb fraquenl reference to this proclamation ia mrxde I)y Napoleon's let- 
ters, that I have thougM liglit to insert it.— 'I^k. 

t The Ibrofls ut the disposal of the King of Naples were English, EusaiBa, 
and Neapolitan.— Tb. 

Vol. I.-4* 
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expectations, tlie enemy should be strongly remforced, on the 
first notice from yon I will be with jo«. Talk seriously to Mas- 

sfina* and to 8 , and say that yon will have no stealing ; 

Masafina has been robbing terribly in the Venetian country. I 
have recalled S to Paris on the same gronnd. He is a 

Keep strict discipline in this matter. Take six aides-de-camp. 
Hold no council of war, but collect opinions one by one. Write 
to me frequently and fully, that I may give you as much as pos- 
eible of my advioe. When you have entered the kingdom of 
Naples, after the first battle, explain to the Neapolitans in your 
proclamation all that I have done to remove from them the war, 
and all that the Queen has done to attract it. IFew, very few 
flags of truce. Prince Eugene, who commands in the Kingdom 
of Italy, will keep a reserve ready to meet any unexpected event 
You should establish youi' line of communication— -that is to say, 
your line of posts and marches, in short, what a line of communi- 
cation ooHsists of — by Tuscany, not by Ancona and the AbruBai, 
for I wish you to act on Naples through Rome. Otherwise the 
war might be prolonged, you might be forced to conquer the 
Abmzai, and the enemy might have time to prepare the defence 
of Naples ; but, I repeat, a fortnight is not of importance. Keep 
your troops woil together. General Mathieu, who tnowa well 
the country, and enjoys your confidence, is to join you. Pray 
send me every day the returns of the numbers and positions of 
your troops. Whereupon I pray G od that ho will keep you in his 
holy and worthy protection. 

[ 112,] N.iFOLEON TO Joseph. 

Moniuli, Jan. W, lecfl. 

My Brother, — I have your letter of the 10th. I sent to you 
my aide-de-camp, Colonel Lebran. I send you M. do S^gur, 
whom also you may keep near you during the campaign. The 
young Clary and Rcederer are going to your head-quarters, to be 

is insei-lecl. As this ob-vicusly moans 
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in your personal service. Salieetti is also ordered tBither. Yes- 
terday Engine was married civilly ; two hours heoco the Elector 
of Eatisboa will marry tliem in. the church. I send you a copy 
of the marriage contrEict, ■which is to be a secret. No one hut 
you has a copy, or haa even seen it. 



[113-] 1 E N TO 1 CPU 

Si. rll, J 11 ■} l]b 

My Brother,— -I wis-! to i to entei tlie k ug lorn of Naj lea m 
the first days of February aui I wnh to hi,ii iiom you m the 
course of February, that our flig is flying on the wills of thit 
capital. You will make nt truce j jt. will hear oi no cap tiila 
tion ; my will is that tho B urbona =hall have coa ed to re n at 
Naples. I intend to «eJt on that throne a pimco of my cwn 
hoase. In the first plac jou if t iu ty you if not n tlei 
I repeat, do not divide your forces ; let all your army pass the 
Apennines, and let your throe corps march on Naples, so disposed 
as to be able to join in one day on one field of battle. Leave a 
general, some dopflta, some stores, and some artillerymen at An- 
cona for its defence. Naples once taken, the distant parts of the 
kingdom will fall to you of themselves. The cnomy in the 
Abruzai will he taken in the rear, and you will send a division to 
Taranto, and another towaids Sicily, to conquer that kingdom. 
I intend to leave under your orders in the kingdom of Naples, all 
this year, and afterwards, until I make some new disposition, 14 
regiments of French infantry and 12 regiments of French cavalry, 
ail on a full war establishment. The country must find provisions, 
clothes, remounts, and all that is necessary for yotir army, so that 
it may not coat me a farthing. My troops belonging to the king- 
dom of Italy wiU not remain in the kingdom of Naples longer 
than yon think neceaaary, after which they will return home. 
You will raise a Neapolitan legion, into which you will admit 
■jnly Neapolitan of&cera and soldiers, such as chooae to adhere to 
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[114.] Napolkon to JosiiPl!. 

Polls, Jan. 2T, ISOfl. 

My Brother, — I readieii Paris jeatordaj eveniDg. To-day 
I held a eouucil. I am indignant at the mismanagement of my 
flnaneea. I Kave appointed tiie eonncillor of state, Mollion, 
minister of iiuances. I am delighted with overything that you 
did whOe you wore at Paris. Receive my heat thanlis, and as 
a proof of how well I am pleased, I shall send you by the first 
messenger my portrait on a snuff-box. 

Hold a proper tone towards the army. Suffer no peculation. 
I hope tliat you aro pleased with Mass6na; if not, send him 
baok. It seems that the Queen of Naples has been trying to 
bribe here. Let nothing affect your plans. I reckon on your 
entering the kingdom of Naples the first week in February. 

To-day the Princess Julie and her chOdren dine with me. 

I have this instant receiyed a letter from the Queen of Na- 
ples, begging for quarter ; I shall not answer it. Do not you 
answer any that you may receive from her. If she sends any 
one to you, let her messenger be told that your orders are to 
occupy Naples. After her breach of treaty, I ti'ust none of her 



r ll.-i-J Napoli™ to Joseph. 

Pai-i.i. ,7iin. 2T, ISOC. 

My Brother, — I hear that the court of Naples sends Cat- 
dina] Kuffo to me with propositions of peace. My orders aro 
that he be not allowed to come to Paris. Tou must immediately 
commence hostilities, and make all your arrangements for taking 
immediate possession of the kingdom of Naples, without listen 
ing to any propositions for peace, armistice, or suspension oJ 
arms — reject them all indiscriminatoly. 



My Brother, — I suppose that by the time you receive this 
letter you will be master of Naples. I can only repeat to you 
my former instructions aud my decided intention to conquer the 
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tingdom of Naples and Sicily. As soon as you are master of 
Haplcs you will send two corps, one towards Taranto, the otlier 
towards the coast opposite Sicily. You will affirm in tte 
strongest manner that the King of Naples will never sit again 
on that throne, that his removal is nece^ary to the peace of the 
Coniinent, which he has troabled twice. You, will insert in your 
general orders the enclosed proclamation.* 

[ 117.] NAPO..EOS TO JoaRPH. 

Paria,Jan. 3(5, ISOO. 

My Brother, — M. Miot sets off to-day to join you; I hope 
that he will find you ia Naples ; you may employ him in military 
administration. I wish all the palaees in Home, or in the Roman 
states, which belong to Naples and to Venice, to he occupied im- 
e your assistance to Cardinal I'esch, if necessary, 



1 118.] Natolson to Josefii. 

Piui3,Jan.31, 1S06. 

My Brother, — The Marquis Gallo has left the Neapolitan 
service, and is going to you to offer you his best assistance. He 
will be the first Neapolitan to swear fealty to you. It is sup- 
posed that the Prince Eoyal remains in Naples ; if so, seize him 
and send him to France with a sufficient and trustworthy escort. 
This is my esprtss order, I leave you no discretion. Erom all 
that I hear I infer that the royal family has embarked, that the 
forts will bo delivered to you, and no resistance made. In that 
case you will instantly form a corps of from 22,000 to 23,000 
men, which will march towards Reggio to pass immediately into 
Sicily. 

In this first moment of alarm and confusion it will he easier 
to cross than at any other time. You have got my Schtinbrunn 
proclamation ; I delayed its publication because I did not ehoose 
e your march to Naples without being snro that you 

s pi'odamiition of SohoDliciina, of the 27tli December, 18tl5, already 
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would reaoli it. To-morrow it will be printed in the ' Moni- 
teur,' aad communicated to all tlie couvta of Europe, This must 
coayince you that the old race of the tings of Naples reigns no 
longer. 

I m mi t t f turn f th mb rs d p t f 

J my I t 1 ly t th 1 t t li th 1 ind 

f th I tt 1 I 11 1 y t,!i pt t k p 

■V IB t lull w t U hm t P y 1 t] g d 

dy mt pjly I d ttlly tht my p 1 in 
m t b tr ltd t It 1 1 t k p 11 tl 

1 p 11 pi th L, ifcd m. If y 1 tl g t 

pi tL t H i th t r d y 

ydtlymyd Nhltm wle&sl 

3nd my blood to reign in Naplea aa long as it does ui France : 
the kingdom of Naples is necessary to me. 



[ 119.] NapOltson to Josepu. 

Tarls, Feb. S. 1803. 

My Brother, — -I have received your letter of the 2'ith. 
General Saint-Oyr attended my levee yesterday. I expressed to 
him openly my displeasure, and ordered him to return instantly 
tfl his post. I send yon a paper on Naples, containing at least 
geographical information. It is drawn up by M. de Vintimiile, 
who has resided in Naples, aad ia anxious to enter my service : 
I baye sent bim to Naples, where he may be useful to you. 

The retura enclosed iji your letter of the 24th is too concise. 
From the moment that you reach Naplea you will be in no want 
of money, if you talai care that nobody robs. In the Yenetian 
country Massfina toot all that he could. When you receive tliis 
letter yon will be on your march, and I am impatient to hear 
that you have conquered Naples. You have 5 divisions of in- 
fantry ; keep them always together. Believe in my friendship. 
Disregard those who would keep you out of fire ; you have your 

* "fitiits de ffltuation." This la a teelmioitl axprassiou, denoting a ratnra 
of the force, positiaD, and other details of eacli corpa of an Himj. I shall 
translate it iu fiitnre by the Mord " retnvn." — Te. 
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reputation to make if there should be an opportunity. Place 
yourself conspicuously : as to real danger, in war it is every- 
where. 

[12(1,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Piu-is, li'el,. 4, ISOii. 

Mj Brother, — I hope that at this instant you are mariihing 
on Naples. I need not tell you to issue no bulletin, nor commu- 
nicate anything with respect to the army of Naples to the public. 
Send me the details, that I may see what ought to be published. 
Whatever is oflcial ought properly to be addressed to tlic minis- 

[121.] Napoleon TO Joseph. 

rsrts, Feb. 7, lSi)6. 

Mj Brother, — I have received your letter of the 2Sth of 
January, I thoroughly approve your answer to the Prince Royal 
of Naples; a stop must be pat to all sueh absurdities.* Your 
drafts on Paris will be regularly paid. I am surprised at the 
had state of your artillery, and at your general want of supplies. 
This comes of generals who think only of robbing ; keep a strict 
hand over them I ask from you only one thing, — be master. I 
am anxious to hear that you are at Naples. I approve of your 
delaying for a few days ; everything requires time ; I agree with 
you that it is better to begin a day or two later and go straight 
forward. March on boldly. In your endeavours to improve 
the condition of your army on their way to Naples, you will be 
doing what I wish. Give me an account of the loans which you 
have made, and of the drafts that you have drawn, distinguish- 
ing private loans from drafts, that I may pay the former out of 
my own purse, and the latter by the treasury. Tou cannot have 
too many staff-officers. When you enter Naples, proclaim that 
yon will suffer no private contributions to be raised, that the 
whole Mrmy will be rewarded, and that it is not right that only a 

* Ths King and Quean offered to abdioate in fovour of the Prmoe. Jostpli 
answered that it was too late ; &e,t he omne to eseoute Napoleon's orders, not 
to treat.— Tk. 



I ..Google 



gg PIVASION OP NAPLEB. Chap. V 

few indiTidtials should be enriched by the exertions of all. I do 
not see that yon have aa yet chosen iny ^ide' de-camp of un^uei 
tionable ability; take one engineer and one oztiUery officci 

Pox is at the Foreign-office, frrennlle at the Home oihce, 
Spencer a,t the Admiralty, Addington Chaaoolloi of the Est he 
ijuor, Hawkesbary at the Treasury, Wyndham Mmister of "W-w, 
Sheridan Treasurer of the Navy. 

You know England well enough to tjrm lome idea of what 
this may lead to, I am well pleased with my iffiiis here, jfc 
gave me great trouble to bring them ipto order, and to foice a 
dozen rogues, at whoso head ia Ouyrard, tD refund Barbo Mar 
bois has been duped just as the Oardmal de Rohan wis duped in 
the affair of the necklace, with the difFeieuce that m this ease 
more than 90 millions were in question, I had made up my mind 
to have them shot without trial. Thank G-od I have been repaid. 
This baa put me somewhat out of hnmour. I tell yon about it 
that yon may see how dishonest men are. You, wlio are now at 
the head of a. great army, and will soon be at that of a great 
administration, ought to be aware of this. Roguery has been the 
cause of all the misfortunes of France. M. d'Haugwitz is here ; 
wo have not yet come to an understanding, Tho court of Prussia 
is very false and very stupid. All mj army is still in G-ermany. 
I shall be glad, if possible, to hear, before March, of your enter- 
ing Naples, because that is tho time fixed for me to open the 
legislative body, and for my troops to cross the Inn ; it will have 
become an old story. There must be no evasion or hesitation. 
The Bourbons have ceased to reign in Naples. What I have 
said in my proclamation is unalterable. Send me the returns of 
aU your army. 

Schiiamelpenninek no longer sees clearly ; he has quite lost 
his judgment. When yen speak of Naples, remember that the 
same family reigns in Spain, and take care to say nothing that 
may pffend them. 

I take the greatest interest in your prosperity, and particu- 
larly in your glory ; in your position it is the first of wants, 
without it hfe can have no charm. I have sent Mathieu Dumas 
into Dalmatia. I hope that he has reached you. t doubt, how- 
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erer, his being as useful as yoa think. He has no military ex- 
perience ; tut I shall be glad to hear that he is with you. Mar- 
quis Gallo starts in a few days. He will be the first that will 
swear fealty to you, 

[ 122.J Napolkos to Joseph, 

I'aria. Feb. 9. 180B. 

My Brother, — I have your letter of the 31st of January. 
I repeat, keep all your troops together, so that they may be 
always able to make a junction in oae day. The great thing is 
to take Naples. Naples taken, everythLng fells, and a provirice 
which could not have beeu conquered by two regimonts will 
submit to a company. Keep the corps of General Lecchi within 
reach of your centre : as tho English and RuMians hare em- 
barked, there is nothing to atop you. March then straight on 
Naples. General St. Cyr must by this time have returned to 
your army. The instant that I saw him at my levee I ordered 
him to set off. I would not bear a word from bim. Be strict 
with everybody. The return which you have sent me is not clear. 
I do not see the position of General Gardanne's division, nor bis 
force. Let Oscsar Berthier take the trouble to give me regular 
returns, with the artillery, the torses, &e. &c,, and not mere re- 
sults, wliich tell nothing. The returns of my armies form the 
most agreeable portion of my library. They are the volumes 
whicH I read with the greatest pleasure in my moments of re- 
laxation. 

I see already in those which you have sent to me traces of tho 
disorder which Massfina produces everywhere, I see companies 
that do not properly belong to the army of Naples, This care- 
lessness will at last derange the administration of the army, and 
destroy its discipline. Send me perfectly accurate returns, I 
am going to employ myself in sending to you artillery and artil- 
lerymen. You will have many fortresses to garrison. 

[I^.f.] NaPOLEOS TU .ToSKPlI. 

My Brother, — Captain Jacob must by this time hape readied 
Naples to command your navy. I put at Jiis disposition all the 
fi'igates and light vessels that I can spare. The Minister of 
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Marine is wn(mg to mform him of the orders whieli I have 
giTen, I have directed a fiustworthy aci^imtant to he sent to 
you to act as Eeceivet Oeneril You can name a Neapolitan 
Minister of Finanoe Appomt Miot Mmiater of W-iT, if, as I 
suppose, lie has your confidence I shall send also two or three 
safe young men foi your \udit Office 

ri34-.] N N o E 

My Brother — If you find in Kome •! R as an minister ac 
credited to the '^a J n an Co t oi any Sardinian mm ster Ben I 
them away. The first th ng to do when yo reach Naples la to 
keep in place all those who ire m the employment of the Coyem 
ment. The next s to effect a j,eneral d saim ng then to appoint 
a good Min ter of Pobce t dr ve all fore gner fiom Naples 
■ and to seize all the English merohin 1 se in the k ng lorn Let 
the three ot foui T Boans who have alwjyh I een th mo t de 
voted agent f M Y tun* le i re fel anl sen! them to T nes 
trelle, whither yon may send all who u yo fin 1 1 u! le mo 

Above all lo not lose a il ^ o an h n t y nif to e ze 
Sicily ; many th ngs will bo ea y a tl e fi at mo nent and I flieult 
afterwards. I have dirt-cted several ships to Civita Veochid, to 
be sent on to you at Naples; but I fear that it maybe some time 
before they arrive. I think that you may appoint, if you think 
fit, Salicetti Minister of Police. 

Take the title of Goveraor Gieneral, and begin all your public 
acts in this form ; 

" By the Graoe of Gfod, and the Constitution of the Empire, 
Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King of Italy ; Joseph, Great 
Elector, Governor-G-eneral of the Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, 
in virtue of the powers delegated to us by our august Brothet 
and Sovereign, have ordered and do order as follows. "t 

When you have taken. Naples, and all loots settled, I will 
communicate to you my plans for getting you aeki 
King of Naples. 
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[ 125.] Naiiilieos to JosErn. 

^o^■l^ Fob, W, 1806. 

My Brother, — I have ordered Cardinal Fesch to require the 
Russians, the English, the Swedes, and the Sardinians, to be sent 
out of Rome, aud out of the Papal territory. Give him military 
assistance if it ia necessary, for I intend to drive them out of 
Italy. The Holy See was very absurd the other day in wishing 
to l^eop Jackson in Rome. 

I hope that you are now in Naples ; you have heen too long 
ahout it. It is time to make an end of it. As foi jour plan of 
campaign, now that the English and Russians Jre gone, joiii 
jaaroh on Naples is not objectionable. It would have beeii 
different if their army had been equal to yours. Your army is 
too scattered. It ought always to march so as to be able to eon 
contrate itself in one day on a field of battle. With 16,000 men 
I could be superior on the day of battle, and heat youi- 36,000 ; 
but your dispositions do no harm in the present state of things. 
I am ansious to hear that you are at Naples. 



[136.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Pirls, Feb, 17. ISOfi. 

My Bi'other, — In the returns which you have sent to me, you 
do not ineBtion the 10th, 20th, 102nd regiments of the line ; the 
14tli and 23rd light infantry ; the 7th, 23rd, 24th, 29th, and 30th 
dragoons ; nor the dragoons of Napoleon and of the Queen be- 
longing to the army of Italy. These regiments ought to bave 
joined you by this time, and to have raised your army to 40,000 
men. Send me a regular return, battalion by battalion, company 
by company, and squadron by squadron. 

[137.] Napolbok to Joseuh. 

Paris, Fob. IS, 1S06, 

My Brother, — Your letter of the 8th of February has reached 
me. You must have received my proclamation to my army at 
Schonbrunn, which I had kept in reserve. Caution is no longer 
You are already master of Naples, and on the point 
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of talcing Sicily by surprise ; tHa is your cliief aim. The Neapo- 
litan arrangements are already apprO¥ecl by Prussia. You sliould 
entitle your aete " Joseph Napoleon ;" you need not add " Bona 
parte." * 



[ 128.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Fsrls. reb. 9&, 1S06, 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 14th. I 
eongi'atulate you on the surrender of Naples and of the other 
places. I have ordered the Neapolitan officers who are in Paris 
and in my kingdom of Italy to be sent to you : you Hiay have all 



[ IS9.] Natoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Vnb. 27, isae. 
My Brother, — I have ordered 500,000 francs, in gold, to be 
sent from Milan to Naples. I am sorry that your bill was pro- 
tested, especially if it was in your name, or if there was a letter 
from you. It would have been easy to pay it by bills of exchange 
on Paris. I am waiting for your next courier to tcU you to take 
the title of King of Naples, You may in the mean while give 
the name of ministers to those whom you appoint members of the 
government. I have already told you that you may have all the 
Neapolitan officers whom you like. By this time you can no 
longer be in want of money. Disarm Naples, and levy a contri- 
bution of 10 millions upon the town ; it will be easily paid. Tou 
may safely resort to the expedient of confiscating all tho English 
merchandise. The loss will fall upon the part of the nation which 
deserves least consideration. I have sent you some naval officers 
I congratulate you upon your reconciliation with St. Januarius.f 
But I suppose that, notwithstanding this, you have occupied the 
forts ; that you have taken care to garrison and to provision them ; 

* From tliis time the Bounparte family obcingeS tlitir name to that of 
Napoleon.— Ed. 

t Joseph had presented St. Januarius with a diamond ceeMace. — Tb. 
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tliat you have disarmed tte town, and been rather severe in your 
govcrmnent. Many ttings belonging to t!ie palaces ha^e been 
removed and concealed. Yon ought to get them restored. Dis- 
arm the populace; send away all strangers, the Russians, the 
English, and even the Italians who are not Neapolitans. 
Mako your army rich, but do not let them rob. 



[ 130.] Napoi.eoii 10 Joseph. 

PeJis, March B, laoo. 

My Brother, — Taecher has brought me your letter of the 18th 
of February. If the convicts are in your way, you can very well 
send them to France. Begin by sending home all the Jesuits; 
there can be few Neapolitans among them. I do not acknowledge 
that order. Miot must have arrived by this time. I have sent 
five or six accountants to you ; they are young men of undoubted 
probity and of ability. Captain Jacob, a distinguished naval 
officer whom I sent to you, must have joined you. Dismiss 
Sibille, he is a thief. I have ordered General Kadet, who is at 
Milan, to go to Naples to organise and command your national 
guard. Neither Berthier nor Saligny is better than the present 
head of your staff. 

It seems to me often that your ideas of men are somewhat 
false. You mast see them near to judge of them. I hopo that 
you occupy all the forts, and that you have had them provisioned. 
Be inflexible with the peculators. Arcambal must have jeaehed 
you. I have ordered Dalbreton to Naples. Take any head of 
your staff that you prefer, I have desired Colonel Gontili to go 
to Naples I hope that you will he satisfied with Radet. As for 
yourflag, I scarcely knew what to say. You know what sort of peo- 
ple the Turks are. I have forced them to acknowledge the kingdom 
of Italy. Tell the Neapolitans that, sooner or later, their flag will 
be respected. Try to make them accept mine; the naval men 
will tell you how to manage it. We are writing to Algiers and 
to Tunis. I send you Eorfait as a maritime prefect. Employ 
him as you think fit. I approve much of all your selections. I 
have desired all the Neapolitans in the kingdom of Italy to be 
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sent to yon. MasaSaa has robbed wherever he couM. Let him 
be advised to retnm three milhons. Saliaetti will do this for 
you. Let him see Masaena, and tell him that S has for- 
mally admitted that Massiina received three millions as a gift; 
that, if they are not retuined, in the aceounts which I shall 
publish in May of the contributions levied by tho army I shall 
debit him with thia sum, and add the proofa, and nanie a com- 
mission of seven officers to oblige him to restore it. It is a very 
serious matter. 

You are too cautious. Naples can well give you four or five mil- 
lioBB. I open the sesaion to-morrow. Announce my speedy arri- 
val at Naples. It is so far off that I do not dare to promise yoa 
that I shall go, but there is no harm in announcing it, both for 
the sate of the army and of the people. General Dumas' first 
order was to go to Dalmatia, The order to go to Naples missed 
him. I have repeated it. Sobastiani has not yet recovered from 
his wound. 

Your troubles are what always occur. Never go out without 
guards. Form your guard of four regiments of chasseurs and 
hu^ars, with two battalions of grenadiers taken from the gre- 
nadiers of the army, and a company of light artillery. In all 
your calculations assume this : that, a fortnight sooner or a fort- 
night hiter, you wDl have an insurrection. It is an event of 
uniform occurrence in a conquered oountry. I am not sure that 
yon may not be able to make use of Alqnier and David, who are 
at Rome ; send for ihem. There are several cousula from Sicily 
in the Neapolitan states. You can send back Bavastro and 
Sibille without the intervention of the minister of Mai-ine. Let 
Captain Jacob give them notice that I order them back to Prance. 
Whatever you do, the mere force of opinion will not mMutahi 
you in a city like Naples.* Take care that there are mortars in 
the forts and troops in reserve to punish speedily an insurrection. 
Disarm, and do it quickly. General St. Cyr ought to have 

* Joseph had said in Ma letter of the ISih Fcbroaiy, 1806, " This town 
i^pears to me to be more populous than Paris. I can maintBiu my poaition 
only 1)7 the asastanoe of public opinion." — Tb. 
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reached you ; he is not without experience, and will be of use, 
I have sent to you Generals Donzelot and Lamar(jue, two liia- 
tinguished men. Donzelot is fit to be the head of a atafi'. I do 
not know how far he would be better than Cscsar Bertbier ; jou 
will be more bure ut the attichment of Berthier. I presume 
that you have cann ^n in youi palaces, and taie all proper pre- 
cautions for jour Sdfety You cannot watch too narrowly those 
about jaii. The pie'^umptioa and carelessness of the French is 
unequalled, (rillo must hive reached you ; he professes bound- 
less devotion. You may keep the ofE.cer of gendarmerie who 
carries this letter. He is clever, and may serve you in the 
police. 

All tho troubles under which you are suffering belong to your 
position. Disarm, disarm. Keep order in that immense city. 
Keep your artillery in positions where the mob cannot seize them. 
Eeekou on a riot or a small insurrection. I wish that I could 
give you the benefit of my esperienoe in these matters, but I see 
from the little that Tascher tells me that you will get well out of 
them. 

[ 131.] Napoleon to Josepu. 

Pnris, Marob 0. 1B06. 

My Brother, — I have your letter o£ the 22nd of February. 
Let the lazaaroiii who use the dagger bo shot without mercy. It 
is only by a salutary terror that you will keep in awe an Italian 
populace. The least that the conquest of Naplea miist do for you 
is to afford supplies to your army of 40,000 men. Lay a contri- 
bution of 30 millions on the whole kingdom. Your conduct 
wants decision r your soldiers and your generals ought to live in 
plenty. Of course you will call together the priests, and declare 
them responsible for any disorder. The lafflaaroni must have 
chiefs ; they must answer for the rest. Whatever you do, you 
will have an insurrection. Disarm. You say nothing about the 
forts : if neoeeaary, do as I did in Cairo ; prepare three or four 
batteries whose shells can reach every part of Naples. You may 
not use them, but their mere existence will strike ten-or. The 
kingdom of Naples is not exhausted; you can always get money, 
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wnce there are royal fiefs and taxes which have been granted 
away. Take oare not to confirm these ancient abuses. In a 
fortnight or three weeks, by a decree of yours or of mine, they 
must all be repealed. Every alienation of the royal domains, or 
of tlie tases, though its existence may be immemoi-ial, must be 
annulled, and a system of taxation, equal and severe, must be 
established. Naples, even without Sicily, ought to give you 100 
millions.* It does not, because the old system of the Spanish 
kings, when they governed through Viceroys, haa been followed. 
I have sent to you naval officers, and as many ships as I oould. 
They will not arrive as soon as migit be wished, but they will 
arriye. I have ordered 1,200,000 rations of biscuit to be sent to 
you from Toulon. You have no money, but you have a good army 
and a good country to supply you. Prepare for the siege of 
Gaeta. Ton speak of the insufficiency of your military force : 
two regiments of cavalry, two battalions of light infantry, and a 
company of artillery could put to flight all the mob of Naples. 
But the first of all things is to have money, and you can get it 
only in Naples. A contribution of 30 millions will provide for 
everything, and put you at your ease. Tell me something about 
the forts. I presume that they command the town, and that you 
have put provisional commandants into them. Tou must set 
about organising a gendarmerie. You feel on entering Naples as 
every one feels on entering a conquered country. Naples is 
richer than Vienna, and not so exhausted, Milan itself, when I 
entered it, had not a farthing. Once more, expect no money 
from me. The 500,000 francs in gold which I sent to you are 
the last that I shall send to Naples. I care not so much about 
three or four millions as about the principle. Raise 30 millions, 
pay your army, treat well your generals and commanders, put 
your materiel t in order, 

* Four millions sterling. 

t Material is a teoIinicaJ torm sigiiifjiug all that belongs to en army 
except till! men : tkeij are OiUIed tiio pei'soiiriel. — Tb. 
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[ 133.] Njipot.ko3 to Joseph. 

Psrla, Marcli 8, ISM. 

My Brother,— I see ttat by one of your proclamations yoii 
promise to impose no war contribution, and tbat you forbid your 
soldiers to require those who lodge tKem to feed them. It aeema 
to me that your measures are too narrow. It ia not by being civil 
to people that you obtain a hold on thetj. This is not the way to 
get the means to reward your army properly. Eaise 30 millions 
from the kingdom of Naples. Pay well your army; remount 
well your cavalry and your trains ; have shoes and clothes made. 
This camiot be done without money. As for me, it would be too 
absurd if the conquest of Naples did not put my army at its ease. 
It is impossible that you should keep within the bounds which 
you profess. Back yourself if you like by an order of mine. I 
have already said to you, and I repeat, do not engage to maintain 
the ancient fiefs and alienations. It is necessary to establish in 
Naples a land-tax and stamp-dutica as in France, If fiefa are to 
be given, it mast be to Frenobinen who support your crown. I 
do not hear that you have shot any of the laazaroni, although I 
know that they have used their daggers. If yoo do not begin by 
making yourself ffeared, you will suffer for it. The imposition of 
a land-tax will not produce the effect which you apprehend ; 
everybody expects it, and will think it quite natural. At Vienna 
where there was supposed not to be a farthing, and they hoped 
that I should not levy a contribution, a few days after my arrival 
I levied one of 100 millions : it was thought very reasonable. 
Your proclamations have not enough the style of a master; you 
will gain nothing by spoOing the Neapolitans. The people of 
Italy, and in fact of eveiy other country, if tliey do not feel that 
they are mastered, are disposed to rebel and to murmur. Bear 
in mind that, if circumstances have not permitted you to make 
any grand military manoeuvres, yon may get the reputation of 
having maintained your army, and of having made the country in 
■which you are furnish you with everytbing that you want. This 
is a great portion of the art of war. About 40 Neapolitans, men 
of letters, or possessing some other merit, have received prders to 

Vol. I.— 5 
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go to Naples. Most of tliem are respectable people, wio will be 
useful to you. Yon will not be able for a long whilo to dispense 
with tlie assistance of the French army. I shall send you large 
reinforcements. 

The now English Cabinet appears to entertain, more rational 
opinions than the late one, if I may jadge by a letter from Mr. 
Fos, giving notice to the police of a plot to assassinate rue. He 
names the individual, aad gives some details of the way in which 
it was to be done ; and he lets us know that it is at the express 
command of the King that he writes. Prussia, in the treaty 
which I have just concluded with her, has already acknowledged 
you. On. your measures during the next three months will 
depend the ease or difficulty of your administration and the for- 
tune of your children. Tou must find out abuses, and so put 
an end to the national debt. I„will manage al! that by decrees, 
before yon become King of Naples. Tou will have in hand your 
contributions, and wOt be able to have a navy and an army. I 
say a navy, because you must be aware that your coiumunieation 
with Sicily, and the protection of your coasts both against the 
Earbary powers and the English, make it necessary that you 
should have at least three shijs of the li»e and eis frigates. My 
afiaii-s are not yet quite settled, but it is possible that I may 
make Louis King of Holland. It is more certain that I shall 
give the duchies of Cleves and of Berg to Prince Murat— in fact, 
it is already done, 

I shall leave in Naples and Sicily only as many troops as yoii 
are willing to maintain, and as you think necessary to your safety. 
In my opinion, yoa will not be able for many years to keep less 
than 30,000 French soldiers in the two countries. But this may 
be done by keeping the companies at their fullest, which will 
save money. If 20,000 are enough, I shall be glad. 

The English have taken the Cape of Good Hope. 

Make no engagements which may be mischievous to your 
fatui-e reign. Send to me all that is necessary for deciding on 
the unpopular measures, conseq^uent on the rights of conquest, 
which must be taken, doing as little harm as possible to the 
country. 
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You muat establish in the kingdom of Naples a cei'tain mimbee 
of French families, holding fiefs oither carved out of domains of 
the Crown, or taken from their present possessors, or from the 
monks by diminiBhiag the number of convents. In my opinion 
your throne will have no solidity unless you surround it with a 
hundred generals, colonels, and others attached to your house, 
possessing great flefe of the kingdom of Naples and Sicily. Ber- 
nadotte and Massfica should I think bo fixed in Naples, with 
the title of princes, and with large revenues. Enable tliem to 
found great families : I do this in Piedmont, the kingdom of 
Italy, and Parma, In these countries and in Naples 300 or 400 
French military men ought to be established with property de- 
scending by primogeniture In a few je^rs they will mairy into 
the prinoipal families, and your throne will be stiong enough to 
do without a French army a poiut which must be reacted In 
the discussions between Naples and France France will neier 
desire to supply Naples with more troopi than tie absolutely 
necessary. She will always wish to keep them together to meet 
her other enemies. I intend to give Dalmatia to a prmce, as 
well as Nenfchatel, which Prussia has ceded to mo 

There are about 100 old gardes-du- corps here, good men, who 
may be useful in your body-guard, mixed with the Neapolitan 
nobles. 

I presume that you are marching on Sicily. 

Do not lose an instant in dividing your territory into military 
divisions or governments, and into intendencies or prefectures, 
Naples alone, without Sicily, might be distributed into at least 
twelve prefectures or departments. Four courts of appeal would 
probably be more than enough. 

[133.] Kapoleon to JoaEPH. 

My Brother, — I have sent to you 500,000 francs in gold, of 
the kingdom of Italy, and I have Ordered that tie 500,000 which 
you haye drawn for shall be paid out of a sum of 2,700,000 
francs. This is all that I can do for the army of Naples. My 
armies are very numerous ; thoy are coming home, and cost 
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enormous sums ; so does my fleet. I can meet no new expense. 
Up to this time your Neapolitan administration haa been too lax. 
That is not tho way to manage such a people. The only civilians 
whom I hare sent to you are some auditors — young men who will 
learn Italian quickly, and are honest. 

It is absolutely impossible that I should aead you 1,500,000 
francs a month, for the army of Naples. Levy a war contribution 
of 30,000,000 on the kingdom of Naples. It is strange that it 
gives only a third of what I get from tho kingdom of Italy. You 
are too kind. That is not tho way to begin an administration. 
However, settle your affairs so as to provide for yourself. Tafee 
the properties of all those who have followed the Court. 

I send you a copy of a decree requiring the sums of which tho 

Treasury has been robbed to be repaid, Massina and S 

have stolen 6,400,000 francs. They shall repay to the last 
farthing. 

Tour bills of exchange shall be paid. Send ms the account 
of them, for a sum of 2,700,000 francs, which had been lost sight 
of, has been restored. 

Let Masa^na be advised to return the 6,000,000. To do so 
t[uicHy is his own salvation. If he docs not, I shall send a 
Military Commission of Inc[uiry to Padua, for such robbery is 
intolerable. To suffer the soldiers to stai-ve and to be unpaid, 
and to pretend that the sums destined for their use were a 
jiresent to himself from the province, is too impudent. Such 

conduct would make it impossible to carry on a war. Let S 

be watched. The details of their plunderiags are incredible. I 
learn them from the Austriana, who themselves are ashamed 
of them. They allowed corn to go to Venice. The evil is 
intolerable. The remedy I will apply. I order Ardent to be 
arrested. lie must be in Paris or in Milan. He ia an agent of 

S . If bo should be at Naples, have him arrested, and sent 

under a good escort to Paris. Tou have seen that !Flacliat has 
been condenincd to a year's imprisonment in irons, and that bis 
transactions have bci'n declared void. 
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[184,] Napoleon to Joanpii. 

My Brothel', — I Lave received the return of youi aimy up to 
the 1st of March. I hope that your troopa by tliia time occupy 
all the posts witHa tlie kingdom of Naples. You have artillery 
at Capna and in Naples. You need have no dif&cnlty in he- 
iiugiug eta Do ujt waste your cannonades. Place thirty or 
fcitj pccosof onnoDiibittLiy, a.nd let your parh be so supplied 
d'» t" Leep uj; » continued fire. Eigiit or ten days of open 
tien hes will put you in possession of the town, even eupposiug 
it to make so long a defenoe You must try, if possible, by 
bittcrios placed to the right md to the left, to intercept their 
ommunicat m with the sei Nothing will frighten or dispirit 
th m moie 

Your diaft tir 500 000 fiines shall be paid. Jams was writ- 
ten to on the receipt of your letter. 

You have 40,000 men; that is more than enough to con<|ttcr 
Sicily and Naples. 

Bescb will have told yoir of my disputes with the Court of 
Korao. I do not intend that Court to receive a minister from any 
power with which I am at war. On this condition only it shall 
ivtain its independence and sovereignty. Use the same language. 
Organise your kingdom with energy. 



[135.] Napoueos to Joseph. 

Paris, MBrehie.lSOa 

My Brother, — I send you the return of tho Neapolitan officers 
who are leaving the army of Italy for your army. I see by it 
that five of these officers belonged to my guard. Thoy are tried 
officers, and you may trust th'em. The army of Italy regrets the 
engineer and artillery officers whom it sends to you. Employ 
them according to their rant, and promote them according to 
their seniority. 
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[ 136.J Napoleon to Joshpu, 

My Blotter, — I have received your letter of tlie 7th of 
March. I am extremely anrprised that you have Hot shot tlie 
spies of the King of Naples who have heen thrown on gliore. 
What do you mean me to do with them at Fenestrelle ? None 
but abh^s or Englishmen are to be sent thither ; put to death the 
leaders of the mobs. Your administration in Naples is too feeble. 
You treat that populace with too much consideration. I cannot 
imagine why you do not execute the laws. Every spy should be 
shot; every laasiarone who stabs a soldier should be shot. The 
property of all those who belonged to the Court should be con- 
fiscated ; and, if what the papers say be true, that you have 
arrested that wretched Casteleicala, send hbn under a good escort 
to Fenestrelle, and confiscate his jewels and his estates. 

As for Massena, 8 was desired to go to him, and I hope 

that he will restore all that he has talton from the military chest 
of the grand army : his theft amounts to 7,000,000 or 8,000,000. 
Make an example of some of the oifieers ; do not spare even the 
generals. 

The 7000 or 8000 convicts that you have are not dangerous 
at Naples; they would become so if they escaped to the Abruzzi. 
You give too much importance to a mob which two or three 
battalions and a few pieces of cannon would bring to reason ; it 
will not be submissive until it has haiJ its insurrection, and you 
have made some severe examples. If you have more oavalry 
than you want, send it to the kingdom of Italy. However, to 
say the truth, I cannot conceive how in a country like Naples, 
the Abruzzi, and Taranto, where it can spread itself, it can give 
you trouble. The rapidity of its movements is very useful in 
the open country. 

I have arranged the dep&ts for your army. They must be 
left in Romagna and near Bologna, and the conscripts taken from 
them. You have ten times as many troops as yoii want : 6000 
men are more than enough to heep down the kingdom of Naples. 
Show vigour and make examples. I repeat, let spies be shot, 
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aad not sent to Fenestrelle. Not haTicg the proofs, I do not 
know wliat to do witt the wi-etehes. Yoiu- letters tell me nothing; 
I hear nothing from you about the eea. I do not know i£ the 
English are showing themselves, nor the troops which they ha¥e 
oti the Sicilian coast. You move much too slowly. You ought 
already to he master of Sicily. Do not fear the Eusaians ; they 
can do you no hann. I hope that at present you are master of 
Iteggio, and of all the towns on the continent. In war loss of 
time is irreparahle. The excuses that are made for it are always 
had. There is always some cause of delay. 



1 137.] Napoliots to Josepu 

PiriB, Hsioh 9S. ISm. 

My Brother, — I have already told you that I think your 
operations too alow. The first things to do are to get money and 
to make severe examples of the assassins. In a cojic|uered coun- 
tiy kindness is not humane. Many IJ'renchmen have been already 
assassinated. As a general rule it is impolitic to appear kind 
until one has he en severe. 



£1.38.] Napoleon to JosErn. 

Polls, Miiob SI, 1S06. 

My Brother, — I have sent you Marshal Jourdau, to be em- 
ployed as Governor of Naples. They have alarmed you unneoes- 
earily ahout this fortr^s of GUeta. I do not see how the ti ^,n'^ 
port of thirty pieces of cannon, with their ammunition, will cost 
so much money. I am sorry that you did not make a legulii 
siege; a bombardment will cost you more, and perhaps uselessly 
Nothing is so expensive as a bombardment, if rt is kppt up A 
siege is much more certain. I do not know what to do mFiance 
with the convicts whom you have sent to me ; I intend to send 
500 to Palmanova, and .^00 to Alexandria, to be employed on the 
works. You must go on quietly in your creation of Neapolitan 
corps. 1*0 not raise more than two regimente, or you will have 
a mob that will run at the first cannon-sliot. 

Many abuses take place in the conquered countries of Italy. 
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There were none with the grand army. General Dumas can do 
notliing with such bad troops as the Neapolitan. 

Four millions taken by MasaSna have been found ; two more 
must be recovered. I could not have paid your bllb of eschange 
wittout them. There is nothing sacred about the azzendamenti,* 
ftir there is nothing sacred after a comjaest. With such prin- 
ciples you will never found a kingdom. Youi government of 
Naples is much too las. If yon showed more vigour your- army 
would be at its ease. 

You must not send back all the Italian regiments ; you might 
expose them to unnecessary marches. I do Hot eee my way 
clearly yet. I had rather you would send back to the kingdom 
of Italy two or three French regiments, whichever you like, but 
keep the Italians. They would not be of much use to me in a 
gi'cat war against Austria, bat they are very good in Naples, 
where they support the police, are faithful, and are infinitely 
superior to the Neapolitans. Under all circumitanee^, the fewer 
Freacii troops you keep in Naples the better I want them every 
where, and I have no difficulty in feeding and paymg them. 
From 12,000 to 15,000 men are more than enough to tike Sicily. 
You do not tell me if you are master of Beggio and Taranto. 
Your last letter is of the 18th. Yoii haie been then more than 
a month at Naples. You go on very slowly 



[ 139.] Napolkon to Josepu. 

PsTia, Mai-ch 81. ISM. 

My Brother,— I think it right to bring the Neapolitan busi- 
ness to a close. The opening of negotiations with England 
decides me not to lose a moment ; for while anegotiation is pend- 
ing every new event is troublesome. A deputation of three 
members of the Senate, one of whom is Kcederer, is to wait on 

• The aiisnaumauti were portions of the public reveaua alienated to in- 
dividuals, like oar redeemed land-tas. Joieph liad excused liimself for not 
oonfisoating tlieni by aaying tiint tliey possessed all the sacrednesB of property, 
haTing been granted to iiidividnals in oonsideraiion of Buma fumished by them 
to the state. — Ta. 
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you. Princess Julie is already treatQd as Her Majesty. The 
iDstsEt the deputation from the Senate reaches yon, you will fire 
the guns, and receive the fealty of your subjects. You will see 
that I have created six flefa in your kingdom. You had better, 
I thini, give the best to Marshal Bernadotte, with the title of 
Duke of Taranto. I have given Nenfehatel to Berthier, because 
I ought first to think of him who has served me longest and who 
has never failed me. Your connexion with Bernadotte, whose 
children are your nephews, rec[uires you to give him some privi- 
leges in your palace. You should secure him 400,000 or 500,000 
fr. a year. The Queen of Naples did as much for Nelson. I 
rewai'd, as you see, and I intend to reward, my generals and 
soldiers nobly. Be inflexible, and let no one rob. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The letters eontaJned in this ohapter esteuii from the lOtli of 
April, 1806, to the 24th of July, 1806. Daring this period 
Napoleon was in Paria, or in the neiglihourhood, engaged in an 
ahortive negotiation with England, and in a negotiation with 
Eruasia, which produced the treaty signed hy Onhril in opposition 
to his instructions, and not ratified by Alexander. 

Joseph was employed in taking possession of his kingdom, in 
the siege of Gaeta, and in the defence of his coasts. 



[ 140.] Napolbos to JosErn. 

MnlnlaisOD, April 10, 1S08, 

My Brother, — I have reeeiyed your letter of the 27th of 
March. I have an accui'ate statement of tho sums which Mas- 

afina, 8 the paymaster, and the other officers have received. 

I have dismissed 8 , who waa at the bottom of this disgrace- 

fiil business. Six or seven millions are important to the army. 
It is adding absurdity to roguery to say that this money waa a 
present from the new governments. Such an excuse is more re- 
volting than the crime itself. Many bills are drawn upon me 
from Naples. EecoUect that I have enormous espCLses, and may 
be unable to meet them. I have directed the 2,900,000 fr., for 
which you told me a month ago that you had drawn on me, to be 
paid. But talie care that all is regularly passed through the 
treasury. There are forms from which I myself am not exempted. 
The safety of the state depends on them. I must be certain that 
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when my troopH quit the kingdom of Naples tlieir pay is uot in 

[141.] Nai'Oleon TO JoaiTn. 

Malmnisou, April 10, 1806. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the SOtli of 
March. I am. glad to be assured that my'troops 'wi!! have been 
paid up to the 1st of April. Henceforward I shall not he able 
to send you any money. 

You may send into the Pope's territory towards Ancona the 
regimeatB which you do not want. They will feed themselves 
there. I think in fact that you have too many troops ; send 
away 4 out of your 14 regiments of infantry, and one third of jour 
cavalry. This will enable me to form a corps of reserve, which 
will be fed at the expense of tKe Pope, and can move from Ancona 
towards the Po, or on any otlier point where its services may be 
required. When I have received your answer I will put this 
reserve under a distinguished general. 

[142.] NaPITTON T1 Jo'lBFE 

Mbi .His \[i ni II, 
My Brother,— I have youi lettci of the 2nd of Apul TIi it 
of Colonel Lebrun seems to me to be written la a dispfsition 
rather to exaggerate difStalties than to diminish them Troops 
need not be posted along the roads, but it is nece&sary to be 
master of the co^t. You caanot be safe at Eeggio unless you 
occupy Cotrona, Eoasano, Catanz,no, Castelli, and m short the 
wliole coast on either side, estending towaidi the (lulfs of &t 
Euphemia and of SijuilUce Gcneril Eevniei seems to me to 
iiave conducted his maich imfriidontly Troops should have 
been seat to take possession of Cotrona, Oosenza and Udttella, 
while he inarched on Reggio 

An enemy who is master of the sea will plwtys diotuib the 
commimications of your army if you aie not mastei of thp coast 
It seems tliat Calabria is '•^ leagues long, whilst m one j u u it la 
only 8 or 9 broad, and in anotber less than 15. 

You must have a governor for each of the two Cfihi.briaa. 
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You siould have commandants on the principal points of tho 
coast, and should estahlish in the two provinces three flying camps 
of 700 or 800 men, infantry and cavalry. You wOl soon, how- 
ever, remedy these little temporary inconveniences. Towards 
Tai'anto you will find supplies of artillery. 

Marshal Jourdan will be very useful to you when you have 
confided to him the government of Naples. He has experience, 
and a name and a reputation to preserve, which will render him 
peculiarly fit to command in a great city. 



[ I4.'f.] Napoleon to ^'oskpu. 

Miilmaisuu, April 11, ISOG. 

My Brother,— You must not disguise from yourself tiat you 
will have real posisession of the kingdom of Naples only in so far 
as you estahiish there a great number of French. That can only 
be done by giving to some of them lands, and to others employ- 
ment, espeoially in the ariny, and hy intrusting them with the 
command of towns and of military stations and of fortresses. 

I see no reason, therefore, why you should be ia a hurry to 
form Neapolitan regiments, or to call for the services in your 
anny of Neapolitan oifioers, who wiU never be really to be de- 
pended upon. You will have national property to dispose of, that 
of the clergy, and of the moiiasteries, and the fiefs of the crown. 
What you have to do with them need not be begun yet, bnt ought 
to be kept in view. 

I oannot too strongly recommend you to establish, as soon as 
possible, moveable columns and military commissions, not only 
for the sake of executing speedy justice upon the banditti, but 
also to punish without delay the excesses of the soldiers, which 
it is of consequenoe that you stould repress severely. 

I suppose that you occupy all the ports of the Adriatic, in 
order to intercept all communication with the Ionian Islands. 
Kemember that it is necessary, speaking largely, that every 
village in your dominions should have seen your troops, and that 
it is important, at the same time, that the people should not have 
cause to complain of them. Your army should not be scattered; 
it is better to have a corps of 600 men, who may make six ex- 
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t points, or who may send patrols everywhere, 
hut ao as to keep the main, hody in one place, than to divide auch 
a corpa into 6 companies of 100 men at each post. Endeavour 
to keep your battalions together. There is no use, in yoar posi- 
tion, in making the troops serve in pickets, nor in forming bat- 
talions or large detachments exclusively composed either of light 
infantry or of grenadiers. That breaks up the different corps, 
and withdraws the officers and soldiers from their principal 
loaders. The inevitable consecLnenoe is to destroy all administra- 
tion and ail responsibility, and every thing falla into confusion. 
It is a principle that companies of light infantry or of grenadiers 
siiould not be collected until oa the eve of an action. Do your 
heat therefore to keep your battalions and ajuadrons together ; 
otherwise your army wiU. lose all distiuotneas, and get into incal- 
culable disorder. 

There shoald be one head-quarter for the whole of Calabria; 
you will place there the centre of your administration, and the 
depSts of the regimente, in that province. Cosenza, or Casaano, 
may bo chosen for thia purpoae. It would be well to keep a 
certain quantity of biscuit there, in well-managed magazinea. I 
have some at Genoa and at Leghorn, and I have to-day ordered 
that it shonld be sent to you without delay. 



[ Hi.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

MalnialBoo, April 11, 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received no details about the siege of 
Gaeta: the engineers and artillery ofE.cers ought to send me 
some. They write so little and so briefly that one knows 
It ia absurd to place mortars at more than 3000 yards 

I the walls. I hope that yon are master of the Oapucin 
convent. Is the tower of Atra taken, and Monte Seoco ? What 
ia there to prevent batteries from being established at the point, 
to sweep the harbour, ajid to make the approach dangerona to a 
man-of-war f 
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[ 145.] Napoleon to Josepu. 

Mnlmniaun, April II, 1S06, 

My BrotLeT, — Confiscate all sliipa in the porta of Naples 
bearing the flag of the Ionian republic, aad dismiss all the com- 
missioners of that republic who are in your tingdom. Have a 
skilful search made into the hooks of the merchants wlio have 
transaotions in money for the Russians and lonians, and seize 
that money. With a little address, this operat:,oD, ought to yield 
you several millions. 



[110.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Mnlmfliaon, April li, ISOO. 

My Brother, — Besides 1300 rations of biscuit, which should 
hiive been sent to you from Toulon, I have ordered for yon 
100,000 from Leghorn, and 400,000 from Genoa. I have also 
ordered 2 captains, 6 lieutenants, and 12 midshipmen to proceed 
to you. The vessels which you ought to have for the Sicilian 
expedition are very light pinnaces, to be worked with oars. This 
espeditiou has nothing in common with that of Boulogne, since 
there is no doubt of your being able, with a breeze, to cross the 
strait of Messina in three or four hours. 



[ liT.J Napoleon to Josuiph. 

SL Olona. April 21, 1806. 

My Brother, — I have your letter of the 5th. I am glad to 
see that a village of the insurgents has been burnt. Severe 
examples are necessaiy, I presume that the soldiers have been 
allowed to plunder this village. This is the way to treat villages 
which revolt. It is one of the rights of war ; but it is also a 
duty prescribed by policy. 

Beginning with the 1st of May, I have established a courier 
to communicate regularly with the kingdom of Naples; this 
measure will afford us qitioker means of correspondence than the 
ordinary post, and is one of which your administrative depart- 
ments may take oT 
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I have collected tlie dep6tg of your army in Komagna, and in 
the territories of Bologna and Modena : I have diatrihuted tteia 
into two divisions of infantry, one of light cavah'y, and one of 
dragoons. At the same time, I have ordered a great number of 
oonscripta towards those depfits, in order that the 14 battalions 
of which they consist may be rendered complete, and give me a 
reserve of 14,000 men to hold Upper Italy. It will he necessary 
that tho Majors should repair thither and that the oadres of the 
other battalions, tliat is to say the officers and non commissioned 
officers, should be sent there a'< well a? the iof,iinental hooks 
without which they will be bst m these numeious move^ and 
this would be a souice tf disoider and confu'^un The 62nd 
regiment has 4 battalions with your army Send ti the dep6t 
the cadres of the 3rd and the 4tb which will leave y:>u Z toler 
able battalions of 700 or 800 men each The cadres of the 3rd 
and 4th battalions added to their dep6t will bung it to 3000 
men. The 20th onasiath ot 4 battahons , one is with your depct, 
tlip. other 3 are with your army ; keep the 1st and the 2nd, and send 
back the cadres of the 3rd. The 14th cha^eurs has 4 sq^uadrons 
with your army ; send the cadres of the 4th back to the depiJt ; 
do the same with the 25th chasseurs, and the 23rd, 29th, and 
30th dragoons. Keep, generally speaking, only the 3rd mounted 
sciuadron of all your French cavalry regiments, for the sake of 
having one at the depflt ; this will relieve yonr pay-list, bring 
your accounts into order, and will increase the number of my 
troops in Italy ; for Europe is not yet sufficiently settled to en- 
able me to dispense with an army at Land. I see that the 14th 
light infantry has three battalions with the army ; if so, send the 
3rd battalioii back to the depfit. I>o the same thing with regard 
to the 1st light infantry, the 42nd and 6th of the line, and the 
23rd light infantry. Eetain only 2 battalions with the army, 
and send the cadres of the other battalions to the depots in the 
kingdom of Italy. I shall be glad if you will send back 4 
French regiments, such as the 62nd, and the nest three regiments 
that have had the most work. If you decide on this, you should 
send them by Aneona. The regiment of Latour d'Auvergne, 
which consists of 3000 men, and the 2 battalions of the 1st Swiss, 
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will make up to you for the loss of those 4 regimenta ; and you 
must be aware tliat it will make a great difference to me ; for 
if the movemente of tlie Kussians should oblige me to march 
against them, it would then be too late to withdraw troops from 

JOTt. 

You have too many men : you have also too many horses. 
Send, back to the kiugdom of Italy and to Ancona all that are of 
no use to you. Keep the Poles, the Swiss, and the Corsicaus; 
they are ezoellont soldiers for tlie country that you aie in. You 
ought to lind cloth and shoes iH Naples and in your kingdom. 
You should clothe your troops with the wool of the cdutry, 
I think that 10 French regimenta of 2 battalions each, with 
1000 men in a, battalion, which would make 20,000 men in ail, 
2000 Germans, 1200 Swiss, and as many Coreioans, would be 
enough for the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ; you do not want 
in Sicily more than 15,000 men. However, tho matter is not 
urgent. I still leave all tiat you have at your disposal, except 
that I advise you to send to the depBfs m Italy your Sid and 
4th battalions and your 4th squadionn, and to keep only 2 bat- 
talions to each regiment of infantry and 3 siiiiadrons (o tach 
t of cavalry. 



[ 148,] NnK)LEON TO Joseph. 

St, ciomi, Apriiai, :eofi. 
My Brother. — Ligbt troops, such as the Corsicaus, who, as 
well as the Italian soldiers, speak the language of the country, 
will do excellently to fight tke banditti in Calabria, Organise 
4 moveable columns commanded by intelligent, honest and re- 
solute officers ; let each column consist of 700 or 800 men, some 
horse, but many more of foot, distributed in the different parta 
of that proviniie, and sending detachments in every direction. 
Before these columns have been established a month they will 
know the ground well ; they will have mixed with the inha 
bitants and hunted down the brigands : let them be shot on the 
spot as soon as they are taken. It is also of the flrat ttn^eiuence 
that you should occupy the coast, AH the mea ui s thit yon 
have taken for tho establishment of military commandants are 
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good, but take eare that tliere be no robbery. If tLeir conduct 
is arbitrary, if tliey annoy and rob the people, they will raise 
insurrections. You must strike boldly, dismiss ignominiously, 
and bring before a court-martial the first offender. Organise few 
Neapolitan troops; they are not to be trusted at first; you may 
form ttem into one regiment and send them to France. When 
tliey arrive ia Italy* I will take them into my service; they will 
be useful in the Pyrenees. 

Tour meaaui's of taking into your pay all the officers who 
have not followed the King of Naples is opea to much criticism. 
Do not involve yourself in an immense expense ; the presence 
of many soldiers in Naples will do no harm as long as you hare 
a large Ureaeh army there ; but when the French troops are 
gone, the Neapolitans will be already organised, and you will not 
be able to trust them. 

Ton ehoald send them to France. I do not include iu this 
category those who opposed the Queen, and were persecuted 
under the old regime. 

On the whole, I see many good measures in your decrees. I 
cannot too strongly recommend you to display vigour. You 
should establish in every province " provcditors," after the 
manner of our ^r^yeis; generals cannot administer. It seems to 
me that your gendarmerie is not sufficiently numerous. Put a 
captain with a company of gendarmes on foot into each of your 
military districts ; let these companies be composed one half of 
French and the other of Neapolitans upon whom you can rely, 
and let there be among them some who have been in France. 

[140.] NAtOLEON TO Joseph. 

My brother — I have received your letter of the 12th from 
Ooaena. The Poles are ill adapted to a mountain warfare ; the 
Polish colonels' conduct does not aorpriee me. I am sorry that 
you have not 2 Italian regiments in Calabria ; facility in speak- 

* Italy, iu Napoleon's letters, ganarally means Lis Jijngdom of Upper 
Ita]j.— Tr. 
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iag tflQ language of the country is a great point. Tke Corsicana 
are well fitted for the service. I was indignant at readiBg Ge- 
neral Duliesme's refusal to send a battalion to the aid of Coaenza ; 
express to him my severe displeasnre. He should have sent, act 
1 hut 3 battalions, with a brigadier-general. This system of 
diyiding the main body was fatal to the armies of the Rhine ; 
where I have been I have never allowed it. On tbe hare notice 
of an insurrection in tie rear of General Reynier he should have 
made his preparations and marched.* General St. Oyr is more 
annoyed at interference than any one else ; nothing does so much 
harm in war as these feelings. Unite the whole division of 
General Reynier, which consists of 8000 or 9000 men, in order 
to garrison tlie coast and to be ready to cross over into Sicily. 
Put into Oosenaa Corsieans and Italians, or even Neapolitans, if 
you have any on whom you can sufficiently rely; spare your 
French troops hy not opposing them in small parties to the pea- 
santry ; above all, forbid small garrisons, otherwise you will have 
great losses ; the real system is that of flying camps. The best 
way is to station round Cosenza 1800 men under a general of 
division, and to let them perpetually send out columns of from 
500 to 600 men to scour the country. AH the points of tbe 
coast on which there are forts capable of affording shelter to a 
small body of men against the insarrections of a town or of tbe 
peasantry may be taken advantage of in order to protect the 
coast, but there oaght nowhere to be less than 400 men : smaller 
detachments should be put only into fortresses and well-fortifled 
posts. 

Have your shoes and uniforms made in Naples ; clothing from 
Prance would never reach you. Pay your army regularly. If 
you have too many troops, retura to Italy the cavalry that you 
do not want; even send hac]!, as I have already told you, 4 
French regiments to Ancona- You should take tbe Corsican 
legion into your service, and you can then put Calabrians and 
Neapolitans into it. Send to Corsica for recruits; you tnow 

* General Dulieame did not yeotui'a to asamne the rasponability of sending 
troops, as he was nnder ^e oommand of General St. Cyr. — Ed. 
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t.hiit the King of Naples did so. Send thitter, therefore, lecniit- 

iiig parties, but do not employ E ; lie is a knave and also a 

eowiird, and would be of no use to you. 

Send yonr dragoons to the dep6ts in Italy ; there are many 
troops there which are not as experienced as the other regimentH 
of the grand army ; I wish to prepare them for war as I did the 
other regimeuta in Germany. 

Whenever you mention a town to me make a note of its 
population, for one can obtain no information here upon the sub- 
ject. If Colonel Laffon had attacked the insurgents boldly, with 
400 men he might have brought tliem to reason. An unor- 
ganised body always yields to an attack ; this was done by Gre- 
neral Dufour. Tell him that he shall be promoted in the Legion 
of Honour for his good conduct. Let it also be known that I 
give 8 eagles of the Legion of Honour to the 1st and 2nd light 
troops, and to the 6th and 42nd of the line : you will send me 
the namra of those who have distinguished t: 



[ iSO.] Napoi-eos to Josepu. 

at Cloud, April 37, 1806. 

My IJrother— I have received your letter of the 13th of 
April from Seigliauo, with that of General Keynier dated the 
11th. 1 am glad to see that the courts-martial do justice upon 
the banditti who infest the high roads ; it is the on!y way to 
clear the country and to destroy the influence of the Queen. 
When people perceive the danger which they incur in esecuting 
her orders, things will take a difCerent turn. I have been at St. 
Cloud for some days ; my troops ooulicue to occupy Branau, 
and are upon the Iim. I am expeotiug the restitution of Cattaro, 
which the Russians say that they are willing to give up to me ; 
thou' occupation of it serves only to eompcomise the Austrians. 



My Brother — It appears from the report which I have 
received upon the siege of Gaeta that the artillery has not 20 
pieces of cannon, and that there ai'e only 2000 men before the 
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place Tts fejort ^ datel the 13tli Ap 1 Ion ougl t to 
Lave 6000 men 1 on stould p t n pL t on 11 th 
riages fo the t anaporf of t ols shot anl f,un9 lo o £,1 1 to 
have no diffio Ity m gett ag SO p eces oi etnnon from Tip i 
from Naples an 1 f m the other i rtified places n the kingd m 
The whol rampart? of the town bo ng exposed an! liable to be 
battore 1 at 400 y la f w 11 oon be 1 mantl J But t aeem'i 
that Buffio ent ttent on s n t paid to this mportant oljeot In 
fact y h vo I ouj^ht nto play only the dyi ion of G-eue 1 
Eeya et anl that d vis on forme but a qiarte of ^ tioo] 
You w 11 not take Gaeta without system no w tho t beatowin|, 
the g eite t ttent on pon t and il adj mu h time has 1 een 
lost 

[ 15 ] N p E F 

4, 

Mj Brother— Tour 1 tto s ot the 18th nl 1 th of Ajrl 
have eaohed m I am gla 1 to ee that yo arc makinj^ pre 
pardt ons for the '5 c 1 an exj ed t o I am goiHj, to s nd you 
a company comjo d of 100 men nf the b ly ^uaa 1 of the late 
Kmg They d d n t em grate w th h m most f then h^Te 
been enjloyed anl have to many ye its g ven me p ofa of 
thei zeal They w abed to be attached to / p r n wh eh 
did not appear to n e to 1 e suit ble but I aw no ol ] t on to 
their nt rmg you se TT.oe they a e men of hon who is 11 
do their utmost to aerve you. By adding to them some officers 
and Neapolitans belonging to the first families, you will be able 
to form a few compaHies of guards of 100 horse each. By thia 
meana you may attach to yourself some of the great landowners, 
who would not willingly enter the line. I see many advantages 

« TKc report seems to have been erroueoas. On tho 31st May tiiero were 
before Gaetsi — ■ 

S60 artillerjmen, 
180 engineers, 
3570 infantry, and 
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for YOU in keeping by ^oar side 100 Frenohmen of Efood family, 
■fttu will Lave emxlojment "wd bretcl, and wlio will set a goc i 
esimple to the Neipobtaa noblea Be ceitian that wheu you 
bi^e linled in Sicily you will ooa be ni<ister of the lalind 
mthoit b-iving any siege to mike Tlie emit must fly oi ic 
miin It would be dan^eiout to romam they will thoiefore go, 
inl when oii(.e they aie g^ne you will bive an easy bargain of 
the lest Jbe bicilians, like all iilandcr^ liYO noYi-lty the. 
capture if Nif los will bive gieat influence on tbem Hive some 
little pam}.hleta wiitten Yibich may miko them ftol the advin 
fage of belonging to a Erench Prince, wbo will protect them 
from the inaults of tho Moors, and will give them traurjnillity 
and a MediteiTanoau ti-ade. Take into your serYlce tbe generals, 
officers, and soldiers who yon think will do for your guard ; ^mt 
pray do not lose sight of tbi? 100 guards whom I am going to as- 
semble at ChambSry and to send to you. 



[ 153.J Napoleon 'm Josbfb. 

St Clond, M»7, 1808. 

My Brother,— I have received your letter of tbe 21st of 
April from Gicrace. You should not cramp yourself in any way ; 
you may send back all tbe officers whom you do not wish to keep. 
You may take all yoii want for your guard ; you may form Nea- 
politan regiments. If you wish to organize one after the French 
manner, and will fill it up to 3000 men, send it to mo, I will 
employ it in tbe Pyrenees, but the number of soldiers must bo 



I have made G-cneral Beynier Grand Officer of tbe Legion of 
Honour ; this will prove to him mj satisfaction with bis conduct. 



[ 154.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Si Cload, Mjj 9. 1806. 

My Brother, — I baYe given to General Lemarrois, my aide- 
de-camp, tbe command of Ancona and of the coast of the Adri- 
atic from Rimini to tbe Neapolitan frontiers, that be may intercept 
all eoinmunieation between the Kuaaian aquadrons and the island 
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of Corfu. He will correspond with you, and will be always ready 
to do all that the good of the service may recLuire. I put him 
under the orders of the Viceroy of Italy, because it is the easiest 
and quielteBt ehaime! for him to receive your commands. 

The court of Rome is behaving ill ; at all events I keep An- 
cona and Civita Vecchia; but there is no good in esplaicing 
oneself on the subjeoti 

There should be about 1200 men at Aneona. The 1st bat- 
talion of the regiment of Latour d'Auvergne should be there. 
I have no cavalry to send thither ; you have too much ; send a 
regiment of dragoons, which is wanted to watoh the coast; it will 
diminish by so much your expenses. I intend also to oecapy 
Civita Veechia, There is a quantity of artillery there ; you may 
take some for the siege of Gaeta- I would have sent a general to 
take the command of Civita Veechia, but, as you complain of 
having too many, send a general with one regiment of horse and 
ano^er of foot to take possession ; these regiments will march as 
if on their return to Etruvia, and when they have got as far as 
Civita Veechia they will take the pla«e and occupy it, so as to 
intercept all communication with the sea. The general in com- 
mand of these regiments will apply for instructions to the Vice- 
roy, who is at the head of one of the armies of Italy. My in- 
tention is that he should command the whole Mediterranean coast 
from the frontiers of Naples to Piombino : if, however, you do 
not wish to deprive yourself of French troops, send an Italian 
regiment to Civita Veechia. General Duhesme would be a fit 
man. This measure will be inconvenient to the English, and will 
put me in a suitable position towards the court of Eome. I need 
not teli you that all this should be kept secret. Ko prockmation 
should be made on entering Civita Veechia; simply seize the 
place. The regiments that you send to me may very well share 
the duty with the few troops of the Pope who are there already, 
and who will willingly serve under a I'rench general. 

P. 8. If, in consequence of my preceding letters) you have 
already sent some regiments of infantry and of cavalry on their 
way to "Upper Italy, you can use some of them for Aucona and 
Civita Veechia. 
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[ 155.] Naj?oi.eos to Joseph. 

My Brother, — I have received yoar letters from CMarctti and 
Oatanzaro. I liave ordered the Foreign OfBce to consider the 
Buhjects which you mention, your arms bmA your flag, and I think 
that what yon propose will be considered most suitahle. I seo 
that the " Berg^re" is captured; it was rather imprudent in, her 
to attack a frigate. The naval resources of Yenice are small ; 
at present they are employed in supplying the islands of Dalma- 
tia. This diversion affects Sicily, hy calling away the forces of 
Russia in that quarter. I have desired M. Lavalette to send to 
you every day hy the Naples courier, the newspapers, and every- 
thing that comes out here. 

[ 156.] Napolbon to Joseph. 

at. Olond, May 13, 1306. 

My Brother,— I have received your letters of the 28th and 
30th of April, A hundred pieces of heavy cannon at Taranto 
are too many. This is French ordnance, which I had sent thither 
from Mantua. Pass some on to Gaeta and to Reggio, but it is 
necessary to keep a considerable quantity of artillery at Taranto, 
which is destined some day to play a great part. 

I saw with pleasure that the Marquis of Rhodio had been 
shot. Twenty thousand conscripts of the levy of 1806 will arrive 
in Italy before the end of the year to fill up my ranks. Your 
plan of completing 4 French regiments with Neapolitans is bad. 
You will soon have no reserve to depend upon. For the present 
I intend to leave at your disposal 4 or 6 regiments on the war 
footing for the service of your kingdom. There will be no Pied- 
montese in these troops; they will be composed of pure French, 
and will form a reserve wliich will put you quite at your ease. 
You had better organise 2 or 3 Neapolitan regiments ; there is no 
objection to my employing them in France, where they will become 
attached to the country, and acquire habits of discipline and order 
which they never would get at home. I made a similar arrange- 
ment for my Italian kingdom, and I found it answer. Take care 
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that no Neapolitan enters a French regiment; it wouU spoil 
eTerything ; yoa would not know to whom to trust, should any- 
thing occur. This ahoiJd be jour policy for at least ton years. 

The journeys which you make have a very good effect. By 
showing yourself everywhere with your troops, you will accustom 
the country to your government. 

I have asked you to send the cadres of your 3rd and 4th hat- 
taliona and of your 4th scjuadrons hack to the kingdom of Italy : 
they will enable me to have a reserve of 20,000 men. The con- 
scripts cannot go from Prance to the extremity of the Noapolitim 
kingdom without clothing. They must also bo drilled before they 
start. I receive every ten days a retwni of your depots ; I will 
send to you some men from them. 

I advise you to pay your army well, and to dismi&s all whom 
you cannot pay. 

[ 1.^7.] KAPor.KON TO Josiiprr. 

SfcClmid, MnylG.lSoe. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 4th of May 
from Tavanto, I am surprised that there are not the proper gun- 
carriagos at Taranto. Gieneral Saint-Cyr had them in charge; 
his absence has been too short for them to be destroyed in the 
meanwhile, unless it has been done on purpose. 

I do not think that Colonel Gentili is capable of bringing 
into order your gendarmerie; it ia an organieation of a peculiar 
kind, which is not to be found in any other country in Europe. 
It cost me a great deal of trouble to set it on foot in the kingdom 
of Italy, where it is beginning to work. It ia the most effectual 
way of maintaining order, and it constitutes a supervision half 
'il and half military, ext-endicg over the wiiole country, which 
?es you the moat exact reporta. Do not expect that with a few 
ikets and a few moveable detachments, such as you have seen in 
the gendarmerie of Corsica, yoii will obtain these results. You 
must have stationary detachments which may become thoroughly 
acijuainted with places aad people. The only objection is tie ex- 
pense, but, as the greater part of your country is mountainous, 
yon. require more foot th&yt horse. It should not coot yoa more 
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tliaa 800,000 or a million francs a^year. It will soon be organ- 
ised. Do not discourage Hadet too muoh.* Prevent him from 
publishing more than he ought : there must, however, bo some 
oiretdars and some trouble. However, It is for you to restrain 
his movements and to direct them as you wish. If, after all, 
you are not satisfied with, him, send him baci to me ; I will replace 
him by Brigadier Bugnet, who is organising the gendarmorio of 
Genoa and of Parma, and whom you saw at Boulogne. He ia a 
raaa of a mild character, and he knows the system thoroughly. 

Russia is beginning to make advances : she has just ordered 
Cattaro to be given up to me; and I think that the Husaian 
Gciuadroa will soon abandon the Adriatic. I do not know what 
measures you have taken for the distribution of your troops in the 
kingdom of Naples. You may have difficulty in finding food for 
thorn. If this ia the case, you know that I have authorised you 
t-o' send some of them back to me. 



[ 153.J Natoleon to Josbpu. 

St. Cloud, May M,iao6. 
My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 8th of May. 
I see with pleasure that you are satisfied with the spirit of the 
Neapolitans. Do not begin the fire upon Gaeta till you have 
plenty of guM in position, and have broaght a great quantity of 
ammunition to the park. 

Whatever they may tell you, believe that one fights with 
cannon as with flsts. When once the fire ia begun, the leaat want 
of ammunition readers what you have already done useless. You. 
will not have Gaeta unless you besiege it regularly. Two car- 
riages for each gun are not too much You should have an abun- 
dance of sacks of earth, of fas:.mes, and of hauciasonst prepared 
beforehand. At the moment that the fire openi:, have 9000 or 
10,000 infantry before the place, so as to be suflioient tor the 

* General Radet was emplojert ra orfeamsmg tliP Naapnlitan tenifaimorie, 
Joseph complainea that he was too busy and officious, and \v!5!ied to talifl 
Colonel Gentili in hia placa.— Tr. 

t Long fasdnea.— Tb. 
Vol. I.— G 
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trenches and the assaults. Establish, batteries of mortars and 
red-hot shot, to keep ofE the ships. None of all these should be- 
gin to fire until the last moment During the 12 days that the 
siege of Gaeta ought to last, the fire ought to go on ooutinnally 
increasing. In the mean while jou should have ready a good 
governor and at least 500 or 600 men, partly French and partly 
Italians. Erect batteries, construct places d'armes, where tho 
troops will be sheltered by redoubts, and ready to oppose any 
sallies; in short, combine every means of attack. From this 
time you need be iu no hun-y to take Gaeta ; Europe is, and 
will be, at peace.* There are but few Russians at florfu; aa 
many aa half their number have already reached the Crimea. The 
2000 or 3000 men whom the English may send to Gaeta will not 
be in Sicily. 

As war is not to be feared in the present state of Europe, 
Sicily is everything and Gaeta nothing ; that is to say, nothing for 
the nest two months: you should take it before September; till 
then there is no caase for fear ; and if by that time you are able 
to enter Sicily, that will be the great point. It is also of great 
oonseiiuence to your further movements that you should be master 
of Civita Vecchia, and of the whole coast as far as Piombino. I 
wrote to you to send thither one reg'iment of infantry, and one of 
cavalry, with a general. It seems that you prefer to keep all your 
troops. You certainly have too much cavalry. As I was in 
doubt aa to what you would do, I ordered a Swiss battalion which 
is at Ancona to be Beat to Civita Vecchia. A battalion of the 
regiment of Latoui d'Auvergne ought to be at Ancona. General 
Lemarrois must have an-ived there. He wants a regiment of 
horse ; I suppose that you have sent one to him. You should 
hermetically ueal the whole coast of Italy against the Engliiih and 
against all (.ommuuication with Corfu. Order the general in 
tommand befora Gaeta to hold no parley with Sir Sidney Smith ; 
he IS a chatterer and an iuti'iguer, and tries only to deceive. If 
you do not put the Sicilian expedition under Maaefena, send him 
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to Gaeta and let him stay there. Jourdan possesses the activity 
and prudence which are requisite to keep Naples and the adjoin- 
ing coast. Keynier is as fit as anybody else to take SicUy. 
I cannot too strongly advise you to have many engineer and ar- 
tillery officers. Do not begio to besiege Gaeta until you have 
guns, carriages, ammunition, gabions, tools, earthbags, &c., and 
10,000 infantry ; otherwise yon will be accused of having received 
a oheek, the capture of the place will be delayed, and valuable 
preparations will be wasted. When you have reached that point, 
you can draw from the castle of St. Angelo, from Anooua, &c., 
the powder and everything else requisite for increasing your 
means. For my part, I think that Gaeta might have been taken 
two months ago. As it is, perhaps it is better that it was not, if 
you can see your way to an early invasion of Sicily. Do not let 
Gaeta in any way diminish your resources for the Sicilian espe- 
dition. Gaeta will not resist a continuous attack, if you have no 
want of artillery and stores. Beyond all doubt, you might carry 
tiie place in 12 days ; but to do that, yon must have tons of 
powder, abnndauce of carriages, gabions, fasoines, tools, and at 
loasi 20 engineer ofSoers, besides many of&cers of artillery. I 
wish that you would send me the returns of your force on the 
13th of May, and of its distribution, and that yon would let me 
know how you organised your expedition for Sicily. By the re- 
turns which 1 have, I see that there are only the 10th and 62nd, 
making le^ than 3O0O men before Gaeta. I do not see that you 
have there all the reqinsite means for executing the preparatory 
works of a siege. There is not enough artillery nor enough in- 
fantry, and there should also be some cavalry to keep a good watch 
upon the coast. You might make a better distribution of your 
army, which is far from inconsiderable. The cavalry may be of 
use to you in several points of the coast. I have always been in 
the habit, at Boulogne, on the coast of Brittany, of Normandy, 
&c., of making tlie chasseurs and hussars practise with the gnns, 
BO that they could run whenever they wore wanted to serve the 
batteries. Tou should put in command before Gaeta one of youi 
principal generals. I see there only the Brigadier-General Lar 
cour : Girardon would do better. You should send thither four 
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or five Brigadier-Generals to commaad in tLe trenches, and really 
to carry on the duty. The greator part of your engineer oflioera 
ought to be at the siege of Gaeta. 

In spite of the good spirit which prevails in your kingdom, 
do not trust to it too much ; do not aim too many people ; it can 
do no good, and may do harm ; oa the first disturbance on the 
Continent it would turn against you. On the other hand, as yonr 
army consists of 40,000 men in infantry, cavalry, artillery, French, 
Italians, and Poles, you may dispose of 15,000 for the Sicilian 
expedition, send 9000 to Gaeta, and still have a reserve of 10,000 
men. Not a day passes without my writing orders for the proper 
orgauisation of your depots of cavalry and of infantry ; the returns 
are sent to rae every five days ind are studied most attentii ely 

Send back the generals and the unattached offieeiswhom jou 
do not want ; keep less cavalry if it costs you too much but fake 
care that tke regiments of dragoon's and of ohtsseurs buy tones 
in the kingdom of Naples. It would be a j ity i± tho eavtlry 
regiments which I have there bhould become dismounted I et 
them always have at least 500 hcises , tho expen&e will not be 
Jarge, and my cavahy will thus be I ept effective and in good order 
When a pressure has come it ii too Hte I Mnppjs that yon Live 
surrounded Gaeta with cavalry, and that the coast of Civita 
Veoohia, as well as that from Gaeta to Naples, is well guarded. 

My troops are still in Germany, which I shail not evacuate 
till I have Cattaro ; but a courier has left St. Petersburg, carry- 
ing the order that it he given up to mo. So I think there will 
soon be an end of that. If I were threatened with war, I should 
say to yon, " Take Gaeta, concentrate all your resources, and 
put off the expedition to Sicily." In my present position I tell 
you the contrary. The less attention you pay to Sir Sidney 
Smith, the less you speak of him, the better. You should pimish 
the officers under whose charge the prisoners were to march, and 
who have allowed them to escape. Such carelessness is very 
culpable. 

The business with Holland is settled, and before long Louis 
will be King of Holland. He is willing, but his health con- 
tinues to be indifferent. It appears that the squadron that 
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Jfirome is in, and wliich has been to the East Indies, has captured 
a large Englist convoy anc! three men-of-war. I have no anxiety 
about this sc[uadron. 

Tou have not yet mentioned the establishment of the express ; 
I suppose, however, that it will be done in time. 

[ 139,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

SL Cloud, May 91, 1S03. 

My Brother, — I have received your letters of the 10th and 
11th of May. Like you, I had thought of the order of St. 
Jiiuuarms, but we must wait. Send me an acoount of its institu- 
tiiins and duties. It sooma to me too religious. In the first 
place, I do not like an order founded by the Bourbons. Institu- 
tiuus should be original, and in harmony with the spirit of the 
age. la Europe the very name of St Jauuarius excites a smile. 
Tou should find something which may uommand respect, and 
which others may be inclined to imitate. Even the English wish 
to create something similar to the Legion of Ilonour. 

I liavo road your letter over again, and I do not see tliat you 
have aaything to be proud of.* Who founded tbe order of Oonstan- 
tine ? what are its statutes, its privileges ? — send me an account 
of it likewise, I have already begun to quarrel with the piratical 
states on tho subject of your kingdom. Sooner or later we must 
make an end of them. There arc more than 8000 of your sub- 
jects between the two regencies, I have sent to them already 
some assistance, but I do not intend to allow your people to be 
slaves. With patience and much negotiation we shall get what 
wo want. Nothing can be more important to your people or more 
popular than the protectioE of their coasts from the Barbary 
pirates. It may be the foundation of an order. I will consider 
of it, and do you give it your attention. 

Have you much property belongiug to the Knights of Malta? 
It would be turning it to a good use if you were to employ it in 

* JoEeph liEid Ti^ntured to say, " I see with some pride that I had already, 
before reoemug your MB,ie3tj'3 inetructions, tuien aH tlie measures prescribed 
by them."— Te, 
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the deliverance of these poor people. It is impossible to set them 
free without paying for it, as I set tie esample at Genoa. If you 
resumed tlie estates which belonged to the order of Malta, and 
gave them to. an order founded for this purpose, which you may 
oail " The Order of the Deliverance," or by some other name, 
they would be returned to their ori^nal purpose. This order 
would be well received in your country, and thought an honourable 
distinction in Europe. Your order should be founded on some- 
thing of this kind. But it is a subject which requires to be well 
weighed. I understand that you wish for something religious. 
Nothing is more so than the defence of the Gross ; and this order 
would he at the same time religious and political. I write without 
having reflected; this idea requires to be matured. 



[ 160.] Nafoleon to Joseph, 

Bt. Cloaa, May, ^1, 1806. 

My Brother, — You have not sent me the name of the gov- 
ernor of the village who came to the assistance of the 300 men 
of the 6tb regiment, nor the name of the captain in that regiment 
who tore down the standard which the rebels had planted on the 
church tower. 

The intelligence that I have from Russia is all paeiflo. The 
Kussians will abandon the Queen of Naples. Prussia is at war 
with Sweden aad England. The harbour of Cattaro is soon to 
be given up to me. Eight or ten cruisers, which I have in the 
different seas, inflict frightful damage upon the English trade. 



[ 161.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

St. Cloua, May il, 1S06. 

My Brother,— You keep too large a force in Puglia. Two or 
three regiments of calvary, five pieces of artillery, and 2600 or 
3000 men, Italians or Poles, are more than sufficient in that 
province on the coast of the Adriatic, To guard coasts, it is 
especially calvary and field artillery that are wanted. 2000 or 
SOOO men are enough at Pescara. Keep 6000 or 7000 men with- 
in reach of Gaeta, with calvary and field artillery. The least 
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check before tliis pla«e through a sally of the enemy, who would 
destroy your woi-Itb, would make yoii lose the lalDors of a Dioath, 
perhaps even some of your siege-trMH, and would giTO your ene- 
mies a mischieTOus reputation. Piit Marshal Massfena hefore 
Gaeta; give him 7000 men, and make the works of the siege go 
on. What has Masafiaa. to do at Naples ? 

[163.] NAliiID..VTO,Tn'^ri!(. 

My Brother, — I have reeeived your letter uf the 15th May. 
Tou are not well acc[«aiiited with any populajje, still less with 
that of Italy. You trust too much to their demonatratious. 
Take your precautions well, but without causing alai'm. At the 
least distui-bance on the Oontinent, that is to say, at the v^rj in 
atant when you require proofs of their attachment, ynu will see 
how little you can depend upon them. I shall not answer yoa on 
the subject of the body gujid " You must notauppose meto be 
so ignorant of the present di'iposition of Europe as to believe that 
Naples is too philosophic to have any prejudices in favour of 
birth ; and if Naples seems bo to your eyes, it is because all con- 
quered nations put on the same appearance, disguising their senti- 
ments aJid their habits, and proitratiag themselves with respect 
before him who holds then fortunes and their lives in his hand. 
You will admit that there ire prejudices as to birth in Vienna, 
Well, the princes there invited piivite soldiers to their tables. 
Besides, what I do is less for the sake of Naples than for that of 
Franco, where I wish to unite all classy and all opinions. As 
for the army, when they are told that it is my command, I hope 
that they will have the goodness to approve of it ; I have not ac- 
customed them to interfere with what I do. 

I foresaw what has happened at Caprlf With regard to a 

* Josepli had requssted tiiat gordea-du-oorps should not be sent to him 
from France, on the ground that the Neapolitan noblesse were anxions to aeri'B 
m liis body-gnard, and lived familiai'Iy with tieir French coIleagosB, and that 
the strangers woiJd be ill received by the noblesse and by ^e French firmy.— 
Tn. 

t It ivaa tDkOH, with ita garrison, by Sir Sidney Smith.— Tn. 
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Holitary island tliere is but one altematiTC — to put into it a great 
many troops or none at all. 

Thero have arrived at Alexandria only 800 convicts. If yoa 
really sent off 4000, and they tave escaped rat the road, your 
kingdom must be poisoned. 

Without doubt you should form companiea of your guard 
from the HeapoUtan nobility. What I purpose to send to you 
from France is a very small Dumber. 

I advise you again not to be intoxicated by the demonstrations 
of tlie Neapolitans.* Oonc[Hest produces on every people tbe 
same effect as it now does upon them. They aeem favourable to 
you because the opposite party is silent ; but as soon as the Oon- 
tiuent is troubled, when the 40,000 French oalvaiy, infantry, and 
artillery, now in the kingdom, are reduced to a few thousands, and 
the news is spread that I have been beaten on the Isonao, and 
that Venice is abandoned, you will see what will become of this 
Sue attachment. And how coidd it be otherwise ? What have 
you done for them ? What knowledge have you of them ? They 
gee the power of France, and they think that, because you are" 
appointed King of Naples, all is settled, because fate baa ordered 
it, because it is new, and beoause there ia no help for it. 

Tou are wrong to send Gorsioans who have served England to 
the departments ; they will infect the country. Send them to 
Alexandria, and let mc have a return of them. I will see to their 
being formed into a corps. 

[ 163.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

St,Cl(iua, May 24,lS[i«. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of tbe 16th May. 
I ahould have liked to have the details of the sortie of the enemy 
from G-aeta, You do not beaiege the place regularly. T have 
already told you to keep Marshal Masafina there, with a auiScient 
number of brigadier-generals to admit of there always being one 
in the trenches. Tou should have 6000 or 7000 men. You do 

* JoscphliEid raprasanted tlie Neapolitics aa attached to his government 
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not want so many troojs on the coast of tiie Adriatic. I stould 
have Uked a report of the attacks on IscMa and Procida. Either 
keep many troops there or none : it is an opportnnity for making 
use of Neapolitans or Italians. With the army which you 
have, yon should Buffer no check and endure no affront. 

Sir Sidney Smith ia a man whom it is easy to deceive. I 
have often laid traps for him, and he has always fallen into them ; 
when ho Las saffered three or four times, he will get tired. 

[ 164.] Napoleon to JosEpir, 

Si Citrai,, Mbj 96, 180C. 

My Brother,— I wish you to send to my eahinet all the news- 
papers, and the new publications that appear in your kingdom. 
I siiall have extracts taken from them, and so learn many in- 
teresting details. I have ordered M. Lavalette to send what 
appears here to you. 

[ isr,,] Nai'oleon to Josefh. 

Bl, Cload. May- ST, 1856. 

My Brother, — I cannot send you any more artillerymen 
All troops are fit to serve coast-batteries, even cavalry. I must 
repeat to yon that a regiment of infantry must be sent to Civita 
Veccliia. You have three times the number of troops that you 
want. It is essential to occupy Civita Vecchia, in order' to de- 
prive the English of all correspondence with Kome. What arc 
you doing with the immense force of cavalry which you keep at 
Naples? Ton have also too many troops on the coast of the 
Adriatic. If you have hopes of soon making your expedition 
into Sicily, you can, as I have already told you, defer taking 
Gaeta. If you do not see an early opportunity of crowing into 
Sicily, I think that you should make haste to get rid of this 
blister Gaeta. Time lost is not to be regiuned, and Civita Vec- 
chia ought already to he occupied. 

If you cast a glance upou all the coasts which I am obliged to 
furnish with troops, from Eagusa all the way to tho Tcsel, you 
will see that yours is the point of the empire upon which I have 
the largest force a- 

Vol. I.— I" " 
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lb is not by placing troopa everywhere, but by making tbero 
move about, that you will guard all points. Moreover, you must 
not be disconcerted at the landing of 50 English upon yonr shoro, 
sinoe they disembark even upon my coast of Normandy and La 
Vendue; but I take no notice of them; the peasants ring the 
tocsin, and provide for their own defence : from Ostend to the 
Pyrenees I have not 4000 raeo. 

Establish a good police and courts-martial, and you will have 
nothing to fear ffom the English. Never talk about Sir Sidney 
Smith ; all that he wants is to make a noise, and the more you 
talk about him the more he will mtrigne. 

Europe is not yet quiet. The Russians, who said that they 
had despatched the order to evacuate Cattaro, make delays. They 
are having a great discussion on the subject with the Court of 
Vienna. You should reflect, and, without taking alanu, you 
should ask yourself what decision you would take if I should have 
occasion to recall my army upon the Adige. Could you remain 
it Naples with a quarter of the force which you have, and send 
back three quirters mto upper Italy ? Tou have at Naples some 
iletaLhment-j of the 60th ; send them to join their corps. This 
manaer of di^peramg the army is fatal to discipline and order. 

[IBS.] Napoleon I'O Jo9ei>h. 

St-Olouil, MaySO, 1S06. 

My Brother, — I am not surprised at your praise of Marshal 
Jourdan. I was equally well satisfied with his administration of 
the kingdom of Italy. He is honest, active, and temperate. 

I cannot see why you leave Marshal Masseua at Capua ; send 
him before Gaeta, and desire him to direct with activity all the 
operations of the siege. 



My Brother, — Do not organise your guard so as to be under 
the control of a single commander; nothing can be more danger- 
ous. Sooner or later it would be necessary to retrace your steps, 
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and it is better aot to staxt in a wi-ong direction. I havt. tolct 
joa already, and I repeat it, that you place too much confidenoe 
in the Neapolitans. I say this especially with respect to your 
titehen and the guards of your person : lest you shoixld he poi- 
soned or assaasinated, I make a point fliat yoa keep youv French 
eooka, that yon have your table attended to by your own servants, 
and that your household be so arranged that you may be always 
guarded by EreneJimen. You have uot been sufficiently acquaint- 
ed Witt my private life to know how much, even in France, I have 
always kept myself under the guard of my most trusty and oldest 
eoldiere. 

Of all the men on wkom you have conferred appointments I 
know no one, except the Duke di San-Teodoro, whose correspond- 
ence with the Queen when ho was at Madrid I have seen. Be he 
what he may, I do not disapprove of your having made him 
Ma t of the Ceremonies. But take oare tliat your vaieis-de- 
hamb your cooks, the guards who sleep in your apartments, 
and those who come during the night to awaken you with dis- 
pat h a e Frenchmen. 

No one should enter your room during the night except your 
aide-de-camp, who should sleep in the chamber that precedes your 
bed-room. Your door should be fastened inside, and you ought 
not to open it, even to your aide-de-camp, till you have recognised 
his voice ; he himself should not knock at your door till he has 
locked that of the room which he is in, to make sure of being 
alone, and of being followed by no one. These precautions are 
important ; they give no trouble, and the result is, that they in- 
spire confidence, besides that they may really save your life. " You 
should establish these habits immediately, and for a continuance ; 
you ought not to be obliged to have recourse to them on some 
emergency, which would hurt the feelings of those around yon. 
Do not trust only to your own experience. The Neapolitan cha- 
racter has been notorious in every age, and you have to do with 
a woman who is the impersonation of crime. 

I have sent you some auditors whom I wbt you to employ; 
you can rely upon their honesty. 
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It is reported everjwliere tbat Civitella taa been talen with 
150 of the gwriBon. 

[1G8. ] Napoleon io Josedii. 

at. oioEii, Mij SI, leoi). 
My Brother, — I have rccoived joui- letter of the 21sti Of 
all your marshals Jourdan is the one whom yoa caa least Epare; 
for it IB indiapeusable that you should have a governor of Naples 
who may govern the town with judgment and activity during your 
absence. He does not rec[uire a large staff. I have already 
written to you that you may send back all the generals whom you 
do not care to keep. Your moat ruinous expense is your cavalry, 
and half of them can be of ao use to you. I see no difficulty in 
yOTir sending hack to Anoona and Oivita V h !! that you do 
not want. Ae it is necessary that the n mb f h s in my 
cavalry regiments should be complete, I ha fu n 1 d the funds 
enabling them to have 700 horses each I w h y cavalry 
regiments to be remounted at Naples, wh th h re good. 

You will see in my decree that you a tf p d Tif&cient 
number for the three squadrons of each of your regiments to have 
540 horses. This money shall be immediately repaid to yoo. I 
wish you to send back m preference the regiments of dragoons, 
as I should like to assemble them, and to pat them into training, 
so that they may be on a par with those of the grand army. 
Send back the cadres of the 3rd and 4th battalions ; it will be 
another saving of expense. Send also all the majors. Send back 
the battalion of the 3rd light infantry, and let it raaroh towards 
Grenoble. It is of little use to you, and must cost you a great 
deal ; and I wish to recast it. I see that the Italian regiments 
have a great many men in the hospitals: you have four of these 
regiments. Send back two at least. You have in fact an aiTny 
of 52,000 effective soldiers; that is a great deal more than you 
want. Of these 52,000 you have 44,000 present under arms and 
6000 in the hospitals, without counting the Neapolitan regiments 
that yon may have raised. By sending back two regiments of in- 
fantry and three of Italian cavalry, four re^ments of French 
dragoons, and the battalion of the 32nd, you will not materially 
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diminiflh yoar forces, altliough your finances will be much relieved. 
It appears, too, that the Neapolitans are so favourahly deposed 
towards you that you may easily raise one or two Neapolitan 
regiments, wiio would serve you as well as the Italians. You 
have sent me no monthly return ; I wish to have one with every 
detail. I want always to keep a certain numher of soldiers in tlie 
kingdom of Italy ; and if so many troopa are kept at Naples, I am 
obliged to form new regiments, which is a considerable increase 
of expense. 

You have four regiments of light infantry aad ten regiments 
of the line, all French ; six regiments of dragoons and five of 
chassettTS, also French; four regiments of infantry of the line and 
three of cavalry, all Italian ; one of Polish foot and one of Pol- 
ish horse; one cavalry regiment of Hanoverian chasseurs, one 
Swiss regiment, and a battalion of the 32nd French light infantry ; 
BO that you have more than 7000 horse. Tou may very well 
send back the 1400 men of the three Italian raiments and the 
1600 whioB. form the four regiments of French dragoons ; you will 
still have 4000 horse, and your finances will be greatly relieved. 
If you part with 3000 Italian foot-soldiers and the 531 French 
of the 32nd light infantry, you will also, without weakening your- 
self to any great esteat, considerably reduce your expenaea 
1500 horses are the most that could cross over into Sicily ; and 
if you keep 7000 for the rest of your kingdom, you will have an 
army of 30,000 men. At present you have 45,000 : far too many. 
Add to this, that when you have landed in Sicily you will no 
longer be menaced on your coasts, for every effort of the enemy 
will be directed on Sicily. 

I repeat to you again that, with respect to the generals, you 
may send back whomever you please, as well as any of the other 
staff officers. I have just ordered a levy of 3000 Dalmatians, 
which will cost much. If I had had two of the Italian regiments 
which you have at Naples I should have sent them to Dalmatia 
and saved myself a great expense. If you do not send me two, 
I shall bo obliged to make another levy. However, as I have 
already told you, you may retain or dismiss just as you like, pro- 
vided that you do not ask me for money, and that you keep all 
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your troops in good order. You must get for yourself money, 
for it is the maiDspring of all. The kiugdom of Italy, of wMeh 
tie populatiou is not greater, and tlie wealtk ia smaller, than those 
of the kingdom of Naples, pays more than 110,000,000 in contri- 
butions. The establishment of municipal dues, of indirect ta^ea, 
the revooation of grants, the destruction of privileges, and uni- 
formity of administration, are measures which you will regret not 
to have taken daring the war. What you can do now will not ba 
possible two years hence. 

Yonr 7000 horse cannot cost you, all included, less than 
7,000,000 ; you would aavc 3,000,000 if you sent back 3000. 
The oaloulation of what an army costs, including the pay, the 
staff, the hospitals, &o., is 1000 francs a man for the oavalry and 
500 for tho infantry. Tou have 45,000 foot and 7000 horse ; 
that makes 29,000,000. By getting rid of 7000 horse and some 
useless people you may reduce your expenses to 22,000,000. I 
wish you to keep the HanoYorians, because, as they are Germans, 
I could not employ them against Austria. Keep also the Poles. 

[169,1 Nadoleos to Joskfii. 

My Brother,— I could not put M. Rosderer's speech in the 
' Moniteur,' because, in truth, it ia nonsense. He speaks in the 
name of the Senate as he would do in a newspaper article. He 
compares me to Maehiavelli. I never saw a speech with ao little 
meaning in it, and on an occasion- when so many good things 
might have been said. I also see some passages in your speech 
which you must allow me to think ill-judged. You compare flie 
attaohraent of ths French to my person to that of the Neapoli- 
tans for you : that looks like a satire. What love for you can 
have a people for whom you have done nothing? — whom you 
govern by right of Conquest with 40,000 or 50,000 foreignera ? 
In general, the less yoa speak of me aud of France, directly or 
indirectly, in your State papers, the better it will be. There are 
also some remarks upon the Senate which appeai-ed to me ridicu- 
lons, aiid were thought so hy several members of our Senate, men 
of sense. I have seen several letters of yours, in which you talk 
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of your colleagues, of Permon, Berller, &o. ; that is out of place, 
and teuds to give jou a character wHich does not belong to you. 
You muat bo a king, and speak as a king. You would be ill off 
if your only claim to the goodwill of the senators and the con- 
Bcillers d'iStat of France consisted ia haviiig been their inferior 
or their colleague in a corps legislatif Such language displeases 
even those to whom, you write. 

I lo not th nk that M. Rcederei' can be a Senator of France 
ud at tl fAtnf t me your prime minister. Keep him, if yon 
J Le 1 a com; a on ho Las qualities whicli I value, but he has 
n tact he w 11 make no friends for jou, he will give you no 

d al ICO If y u had no French army, and the late King of 
Ndj les no Enfjl I one, whicli would bo the stronger in Naples ? 
1 e tainly am not m want of a foreign army to keep me in 
Pa 5 I am sorry to see in your letters that you are captivated 
by particular serv ees. To be captiTated is very dangerous. 
Tlie Neapolitans behave well ; there is nothing extraordinary in 
that: you have treated them kindly; they expected worse at the 
hands of a man who waa at the head of an army of 50,000 men. 
Tour disposition is mild and temperate ; you have a good under- 
standing, and you are appreciated; but this is very far fi-om a 
national feeling, from a submission and attachment founded on 
reason and interest. These distinctions ought not to escape you. 
I do not know wliy I tell you these things, for they wiil certainly 
annoy you. What I want is that your acts and your language 
stould be decoroY\s, and suitable to your character. 

[ 170.] NAPOLTioN TO Joseph. 

at. Olonci, Jme S, ISOS. 

My Brother, — I send you a note from the Foreign Office on 
the arms of the kingdom of Naples. What they suggest appears 
to me to be reasonable enough, esoept that I think that the order 
of the Orescent ought to be omitted; it is obsolete, and it 
oiight not to be revived, as the Grand Seignior has adopted it. 
The Legion of Honour might be substituted, or the new order 
which you are to establish. 
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I 171.1 Nafolgon to Joshph. 

El, Cloud, Juno 3, 1306. 

My Brother — I Lave received your letter of tto 24th o£ May. 
I know Marshal Jourdan well; you shoal d attach him to your 
person ; he is experienced, moderate, active, and devoted. I know 
no man more fit for tho govcrnmciLt of Naples : for you must 
have one upon, whom jou can entirely depend, who wOl wateh the 
town, which is the more important as it is on your maritime fron- 
tier. Ho will receive the revenues of the duchy which I shall 
give him from among those which I have reserved for myself in 
the kingdom of Naples. Tou should add to it a good salary aa 
governor, so as to give him a great position in the country. 
Jourdan and Reynier are tho two men whose services you should 
secure. Massdna is good for nothing as a civilian, he is incapable 
of attachment. He is a good soldier, but entirely devoted to 
money ; it is the sole motive of hia conduct, and his only incite- 
ment to action, even when under my eye. At first he coveted 
only small sums ; but now thousands of millions would not satis- 
fy him. I am astonished to learn from your letters, and from 
other sources of information, that tho Abrusizi are not yet sub- 
dued. Wliat are Eeynier and. 8t. Cjr about ? Are they asleep ? 
This is a new manner of doing duty. 

[172.] NAPOLJiON TO Joseph. 

St Clnnfl, Jnno 3. 1606, 11 a. u. 

My Brother, — The conduct of the court of Eome bears the 
stamp of madness. I wished with the first stroke to make them 
feel all that they had to fear from me ; and besides, I thought 
that, in any eircumstaDoes, the insulated papal territories of 
Benevento and of Ponte Corvo could not fail to be troublesome 
to jour kingdom. I have made them into two duchies : that of 
Benevento for Talleyrand, and that of Ponte Corvo for Berna^ 
dotte. I know that these provinces are poor, but Talleyrand is 
rich, and I will make Bernadotte's duchy worth having. Lff 
these territories be occupied, at first, as mere military positions. 
You must be aware that I give the titles of Duke and Prince to 
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Beraadotto for your wife's sake ; for I liave in my army generals 
who have served mo better, and on wtose attachment I have more 
reason to rely. But I thought that it was proper that the hrother- 
n-law of the Queen of Naples should have a distinguished position 
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leipued, ilso, thit the owners of the titles should have a resi- 
dence m Pans, for the centre of the whole system is there, 1 
intend to have m Pans one hundred fortunes, all of thorn having 
grown up with the throne, and alone preserved by entaUs, while all 
other fortunes will be split into fragments by our law of inheritajico. 
Establish onr civil code in Naples ; by that moans all the fortunes 
which you do not preserve will disappear in a few years. This is 
the great advantage of our civil code. If the rules about 
divorce make a difficulty for you at Naples, I see no objection to 
cancelling that head of the code; nevertheless I think it a useful 
one ; for why should the Pope interfere in oases of nullity of 
marriage? Change it, however, if you think it necessary. As to 
registrations, you may leave them to the clergy. With these 
modifications you ought to introduce our civil code ; it will con- 
solidate your power, since by means of it all that is not entailed 
in broken up, and there remain no other great families than those 
which you endow with fiefe. It is this that has always made me 
advocate the civil code, and which determined me to establish 
it. 

In an hour I am to receive the Turkish ambassador, proclaim 
Prince Louis King of Holland, and Cardinal Fcsoh coadjutor 
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of the Elector, tiie Arch-CtanceUor. I wish you to soud '2 
squaciroJia of casalry and some irifaatiy to Benevento and to 
Ponte Corvo ; pray consider this as an express order, and appoint 
a commatidant to those places who will deliver them over to Ber- 
nadotte and Talleyrand; this will prevent meeticga, petitions, 
&c. As this news will get into the papers in two days' time, 
you must not lose a moment. Cardinal EufFo has arrived at 
Ancona; if I had foreseen it, I would have written to Lemar- 
roia to arrest him and send him to Paris. 

[178.] Napolkon to Joseph. 

St. Cloua, Jmiefl,18O0. 

My Brother, — From all I hear about Gaeta, it appears that 
the Neapolitans have spiked 4 of your guns, that they sueceeded 
in their sortie, and killed many of your French ti'oops ; that 
hefore that place the duty is not performed regularly, and that 
your army makes war as if it consisted of recruits. I have told 
you a hundred times that you ahonld keep 4 hrigadier-generals 
before Gaeta, as one ought always to pass 24 hours in the trench- 
es, wrapped in his cloak ; and that yoa should haye at least 6000 
men there. I really camiot imagine what you do with your 
40,000 men. Yon require a flrst-rate general to oommaud before 
Gaeta r you have marshals and generals everywhere except where 
they should he. Since the world began, the reliefs in the trench- 
es have never been made by daylight. I have no returns of your 
army. I do not know whether you have done as I told you with 
respect to Ancona and Givita Vecchia; so that I am ignorant of 
the position of my army of Naples. I desire, however, that you 
will cot demoralize my troops by allowing them to be beaten by 
Neapolitana The sally from Gaeta is a real defeat, encouraging 
to the Neapolitans and discouraging to my soldiers. 



My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 27th of May. 
It would be of great importance if you could at length execute 
your iuvasioa of Sicily. Peace may be made at any moment. 
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and the uncertainty of your operations would cause delay.* la 
your letter you do not tell me the number of your Teaaela, nor 
do you enter into any details; eo tLat I do not know whether 
your expedition is ready or not. It is urgent, however, that I 
should have very precise iBformation on the subject. How do 
you intend to embark your troops ? In what port will you place 
them while waiting for an opportunity ? You ought to land 9000 
men at ont« with 10 pieces of cannon and 800 tliaigi.'* foi eich 
15 rations of biscuit and 50 cartiid^ps poi man MarsliJ 
Jourdan is much moio fit to command tioojs m the mterioi tlij,n 
Marshil Mjaai.na who on the other liand i& murh more capable 
of helpmj; you to take feicilj by t couj de main To coramanri 
the 9000 men who are to land fiist m bicily you want i mm of 
determined charaotei who hts miso I m gieit events. &eneril 
Verdier would do peihapa bptter than Keyniei if you do not 
appoint Masstdna send them both In wir, as m litenfuie ei(,h 
man his his own style For sharp and prolonged attacks requii 
it>g gteat boldness Mis^fina would do better than Reynier To 
protect the kingdom against myaiiua m youi tlraenoe, Jomdan is 
preferable to MassiSua 

Simultaneou'ily with the departuie ff your expedition you 
mustpniih on the Siege ot Gajjta, m oider to attract thither it. 
many as possible of the English vessels. When once you have 
elFected a landing, I shall consider Sicily as ooncLiiered. This is 
what will happen ; — The enemy will oppose your lauding ; failing 
in that they will attack you in 36 hours, and if beaten will retire 
to their ships. Although the strait is only two or three leagues 
wide, the cui-rents sre so strong that it is possible that the same 
boats may not be able to go, come back, and return to Sicily in 
those decisive 36 hours. You want first boats, and then a har- 
bour; in a fortnight, sooner or later, you will have the boats, for 
the speronari, the Neapolitan feluccas, or anything else will do. 
What harbour have you chosen? How many boats of all kinds 
eaa it bold? What boats Lave you? I want clear notions on 

* The negotiation conducted by Loril Yimnoutli and Tallejraiid was BtiU 
pending ; the fate of Sicily was tlie great qnesfioii. — Tii. 
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these matters. It ■would be madness to attempt to land an ad- 
vanced guard of less than 9000 or 10,000 men. Eroni the hifor- 
matiou which I have received, it appears that there are in Sicilj 
nearly 6000 English. 

On reading over your letter with attention, I find some pas- 
sages wliieh I do not raiderBtand. You say that Genera! Eeynier 
is to eatablisii a battery on the other side, oppoaite to Pezzo, and 
that then the rest of the army will cross over. By sending some 
gunboats, without doubt this battery may be easily established ; 
but yoQ must not wait for it. In this case two-thirds of your 
boats should carry only troops, every one of whom should have 
his 50 cartridges, and there must be 50 per man in reserve dis- 
tributed to the companies, 12 or 15 rations of biscuit, and a few 
rations of brandy. The remaining third should be loaded witli 
artillery, so that, two hours after tKe landing, the boats that ear 
ried the troops may return to bring others, without ciring whcthei 
there are batteries or not, or waiting for them to be piepiied 
9000 or 10,000 picked men are worth 20,000 unquestionably 
they will be enough, if there are only 6000 or 7000 Engbsh, to 
take Sicily; not that I object to 5000 or 6000 men bemg sent 
afterwards. You must trust to no one to choo e these tioop« 
These 9000 men must be the Mie of 20,000; they must be well 
armed and distributed in three divisions, each commanded by t^ o 
brigadiers and a general of division, all trae soldiers and men of 
vigour. Each division should have six guns, and 'iomo engmeei 
officers. If you have these, whether the remaindei ]om thim tr 
not, you wUI be master of the country. 

Under the circumstances I consider MassiSna to be the best to 
command these three divisions. If you were really accustomed 
to war, I should advise you to accompany them ; but it is better 
that you should stay at Naples ; it would bo risking too much, 
and you would be of no use, for, after all, your presence would 
not add to their strength. Ton have not sufficient practice in 
campaigning to make the good of yonr presence compensate for 
the harm whiuh your being beaten would do. I think that yon 
should establish yourself at Reggio to direct the embarkation 
Your presence will, without doubt, be necessary after- 
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wards, but it will be in the interior of Sicily, when your 9000 
men have landed. It is probable that your cspeditioQ will not be 
birger. You will be wanted ia Sicily as you were in Calabria, 
to manage the political and internal affairs. Yon should aspire 
to tho kind of glory which suits yon, and not risk it all for the 
sake of another. Wlien you havo organised tbe expedition, you 
will have tte credit of it, and a general accjuainied with war will 
do better witboub than with you. If yon organise the expedition 
of Sicily on the principle that you are to accompany it, and the 
chances of the sea preyent that, your reputation may suffer. 

I think, then, that the expedition should be organised on the 
supposition of your absence ; that the advanced guard of 8000 
men should be landed at once ; and that the 5000 or 6000 men, 
hy whom they are to be reinforced and kept up to their proper 
number, should be ready to follow. You are a soldier only so far 
as a idng ought to be ; if you undertake the details of the es- 
p lition you expose yourself uselessiy to what may be very dis- 
a^ eeable If Sicily were nearer, and I myself could be with the 
idv need guird, I should go over with it ; but then my experience 
i war m jjht enable me with these SOOO troops to beat 30,000 
J ngl ih If therefore, I were to nm some rkks, tkey would be 
e mpen ated hy real advantages, and those advantages would be 
'ill as to make the actual danger very small. Suppose that 
Miss na or Eeynier cross with the 9000 men, if they suooeed, it 
1 well if they do not succeed, it is a check of no great impor- 
tance. Supposing, on the contrary, that you cross over, it gives 
no additional chance of success, perhaps indeed less ; and in case 
of failure, it would be a very material check. I wish you to 
write to me a little more fuDy on this subject. 

The young aide-de-camp whom you sent to me, and with whom 
I conversed in order to learn the opinion of the army, uttered 
many absurdities. The Sicilian expedition ia easy, since there is 
only a league of sea-passage, but it requires to be made with sys- 
tem, for no success is to be had by trusting to chance. You 
began the campaign so ill, that, had the English and Eusaians 
stood their ground, you would probably have been beaten. In 
war nothing is to be done but by calculation. Whatever is not 
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profoundly eonsitlered in its details produces no good result. 
Weigh carefully wliat is to follow immediately the disembarkation, 
so that no chock may affect my army of Naples. I repeat it, 36 
hours after the 9000 men are landed the Englisli will be routed ; 
if so, they will rc-erabark, and as the court will follow them, the 
e cannot be long. 



[ 173.] NAFOLliON TO JosEcn. 

at Cloud, jDne «, 1806. 

My Brother,— Tou have in the kingdom of Naples 862,000 
pounds weight of powder; that is to say, 300 at Naples, 200 at 
Aneona, and more than 300 at Capua. That is a great deal 
more than you need for all that you can have to do.* You are 
not, thou, in want of powder. Besides, as soon aa your detach- 
ments are at Aneona and Oivita Vecchia, you may take some from 
Ancoua. You have 68 24-pounclerB of brass, 45 16-pounders, 
and 19 12-pounders; that is to say, 132 brass camion of lai'ge 
calibre, and 46 mortars. Tou have in iron 17 36-pounders, 147 
33-pounders, 104 24-pounders, 51 18-pounders, and 36 12-pound- 
era; that is to say, nearly 400 pieces of ordnance in iron, inde- 
pendently of some of 8 and of 6 pounds calibre, and of all your 
field ec[uipage. You have, then, a sufficient number of projectiles. 
With a little activity and management, therefore, your artillery 
will not be in a bad condition : you have altogether nearly 1000 
pieces of ai'tillery. France has not in all more than 15,000, and 
you know what a cloud of fortified places we have. 



[ 176.] Nafolkon ■«) JOSEl'U. 

etClcraiS. JuneC, leOii. 

My Brother, — I see entered in the accounts of the War 
Department 27,000 pair of ahoea as having been sent two months 
ago to your army by way of G^Eoa and Home. Let me know if 
you have received them, or write to Rome for news of them. 
200,000 rati9na of bisouit have been sent to you from Leghorn, 

* Joeephliadcomplfljnedof want of powder, — Tb, 
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400,000 from Genoa, and a great quantity from Toulon. Writo 
me word what yoa receive of these things as fast as thcj arrive. 

[ 177.] Nafolimx to Joseph. 

St. Cloud, Jime 1,181)5. 

My Brother, — I cannot Bend you any reinforcemeEts ; I cannot 
send all my troops to fill Naples : I have but few in Italy. 
Dalmatia, latria, and Cattaro talte a great many. It appears 
from your returns that you have 53,000 men, of whom 8000 are 
in the hospitals; there remain, therefore, 45,000 in health and 
present under arms. That is 15,000 men more than you want. 
You have abundance of everything. Tou were not so ill off for 
powdor as you thought; you have more coast-guns and siege- 
artillery than you require. You have twice as many generals and 
etaff-officera as necessary. If you cannot take Sicily and Gaeta 
and keep Naples with your present army, you would do no more 
with 100,000 men. I will analyse the return that you sent to 
me dated tlie 29th of May. What do you want at Naples with 
two companies of horse-artilleiy, that is to say, with 120 men ? 
Four regiments of infantry at Naples are a great many ; two are 
enough, if you add, when requisite, one or two more regiments 
of cavalry. The police duties of large towns are performed by 
cavalry, aad_ also the observation of the coast ,- your cavalry is 
employed so as to be of no use to you. You can, therefore, spare 
3000 infantry at Naples. A regiment of infantry of the line is 
not wanted at Portici, nor one at Capua. One cavaby regiment 
is enough for Portici ; they will work the guns as well as infantry. 
At Oapua one cavalry regiment is sufficient. It is useless to keep 
a regiment of horse at Caserta. The 1st regiment of infantry of 
the line is not wanted at Ohieti ; two cavalry regiments at Gra- 
vina and Matera are too many; one is enough. The 2nd regiment 
of Italian infantry is useless at Pescara ; and so is the 5th at 
Molfetta. You keep, in short, 9600 men between Taranto and 
Pescara! 3000 are sufficient; this gives you 6000 available moa 
If you intend to hold every post in your immense kingdom of 
Naples, all the French army will not be enough. 

I see by your returns that your troops are not employed. 
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When I was fighting in Moravia, at 20 leagues from Vienna,, I 
did not keep aa many soldiers in that town a,s you do m Na,ples, 
and what have yow to fear in Naples, where you hive furtresses? 
This is how I would pboe your troops when jou make your es- 
pedition to Sicily: — The 22nd light mfentry and 52nd of the 
line at Naples, also the 14th, 4th, and 25th bght cavalry ; that 
would be 4000 men for that town, ot ■whom mure than 1200 
would he cavalry. It would bo their duty also to keep Portici. 
Two regimenta of dragoons should be added to the Naples 
division to guard the coaat of Salerno, the 6th of the line, the 
loth, 62nd, and 101st of the line, and the 4th Italian regiment, 
with SOO horse (which with the artillery and sappers would 
make more than 9000 men), should he diarged with the siege of 
Gaeta, having first put a small garrison into Capua, The Jst, 
14th, and 23Td light infantry, the 1st, 20th, 29th, 42nd, and 
102nd of tho line, the Poles, OorsicaM, and Swiss, with some 
regiments of chasseurs and dragoons, should compose your 
Sicilian expedition. You would have a corps of 18,000 men hy 
adding to these the battalions of grenadiers of the two regimenta 
which I place iii Naples, and those of tho 4th Italian regiment. 
Eour hundred horse, the 2nd Italian regiment, and 4 pieces of 
artOlery would be enough to protect the coast from Pescara to 
Maafredonia : they might be formed into 3 moveable columns 
of more than 600 men each, who might be sent wherever they 
were wanted. Towards Taranto 3 regiments of horse, which 
would amount to 1200 men, and 2 regiments of Italian infantry, 
making in all nearly 4000 men, might be formed into 6 moveable 
columns of 600 men each, infantry and cavalry, a force which 
would occupy the peninsula of Otranto, and would extend over 
the whole heel of Italy. 

Remember that you have in the kingdom of Naples, sub- 
Btantially, aa army of 60,000 men. I have not yet called out the 
conscripts, and it is not possible that the skeletons of the regi- 
ments should be filled up before tho month of December ,- besides 
that I shall require tho 3rd battalions for other purposes. You 
have an irmnense army. In making this distribution, I act ac- 
cording to your ideas: were I in your place, I should leave not 
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e than 400 men at Pescara, and only ono regiment in the 
a of Taranto. As to powder, jou can draw some from 
Ancona and Civita Tccohia, and you Lave 430,000 kilogrammes, 
that 18 to say, 860,000 pounds weight,* independeutly of 18,000 
cartridges. With that your supply cannot run short j you have 
a sixteenth part of all that there is in France. The Queen of 
Naples has hut a small force in Sicily, and the English have only 
6000 men. As for the Eussiajis, they have not more than 300G 
men at Corfu, and they are not thinking of you. 



[ 178.] Natoleos to Joseph. 

St. Cloud, Juno 10, leOB. 

My Brother, — I have received your letters of the 31st of 
May. I am glad to hear that General Duhesnie has started to 
occupy Civita Veochia, I send his instructions through the 
commander-in-chiof of my army of Italy; I wish you to have 
as little as possible to do with these quarrels with the Pope. 
Let General Duhesme know that he forms part of the Army of 
Italy. 

[ 179.] NafOLEOS to JOSEPit. 

St. Cloiia. June :i, 1606. 

My Brother, — All the details I receive of the affair on the 
15th of May before Gaeta prove to me that there is no sort of 
regular service done there, and that General Lacour has not the 
faintest idea of the manner in which a sioge should be eonduoted. 
There is not a single precedent for sending Corsicans, that is to 
say inexperienced troops, to the trenches. My advice is that 
you should withdraw them from Gaeta, and send them into 
Calabria, where they will he in their proper place. You could 
not have worse troops for a siege. 

* Tliis JB the weight iu French pounds.— Tn. 
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[180.] NnpoLHOB TO Josnpa 

at. Cloud. Jnjie IS, 13011. 

My BrLither, — I have received your letter of the 4tli of 
June. You tell me that yon have sent back to Franco some 
commissariat officers ■who have committed depredations at Co- 
senza and at Civitella; you ought to have airested them. It is 
impossible to govern witli this weakness. Send mo their Eames, 
that I may have them arrested before they cross the Alps. Let 
me have tlie names of the Oorsican officei-s who were in the 
English service. You say that they quitted Corsica not long 
ago ; they are therefore guilty of rebellion : you should have 
had them arrested and sent to Penestrelle, 

Write to Prince Eugfene, to General Jnnot at Parma, and to 
General MenOTi at Turin, to arrest them as they pass. It would 
be strange if my subjects bad a right to enter tte sei-vioe of my 
enemies, and to escape punishment merely by quitting it. It is 
not enough that there are complaints of General LecchL I must 
know what sort of complaints they are. The Qucon of Naples 
used to complain of him, but without any reason.* In all the 
measures of your government which have fallen under my obser- 
vation I see too much softness ; you want vigour. The proclama- 
tions of the English to the blacks might have been expected. 
The blacks should not have been put before Gaeta.f 



[181.] Nai'oleon to JosEi>ir, 

My Brother, — I have told you bow difficult it will be for me 
to procure the money that you ask me for; but empower some 
one to ra^e a loan for you cither in Paris or in Holland. The 
Dutch have abundance of capital, I will readily guarantee any 
sum that yon borrow as King of Naples. I have no doubt that 

* Josapli had sent General Leoohi away " because he was complaiBeS of.'' 
— Ta. 

t The English had tiddrflBSed proolaraatioaa to Ihe blaclis in the Frcneii 
service, from St. Domingo, oscitiug fhem to desert. — Tr. 
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by this nieaD? you will be able to obtain as vaudh money as yon 
wiDt Tbe Kmgs of Wurtemburg and of Bayaria have raised 
simiki loans I have alreaay answered yow on the subject of 
M Ecbdeier, tiijt it was impossible for him to be minister at 
Ni[Jkj, and, at tlii same time, remain senator in France; but I 
tell jou a^-aiD that nothing ueed prevent your keeping him as long 
ai you like, without giving him any ostensible title. 



[ 182,] Napoijws to Joseph. 

BL Clond, Juno 21, ISOe. 

My Brother, — Lord Yarmouth has arrived in Paris with 
powers from the King of England to sign the peace. "We should 
agree pretty well if it were not for Sioily. The English would 
foe willing to acknowledge you King of Naples, but not of Sioily, 
as it does not belong to you. For my part, it does not suit me 
to conclude any thing till you are in possession of the whole of 
your kingdom. It has ooned out in the negotiations that, fore- 
seeing that Sioily would foe an obstacle, they allowed sis weeks 
to pass without sending thither reinforcements, thinking that in 
the mean while you would take possession of the island ; but that 
at last they were obliged for the sake of appearances to send 

[]83.] Nafolhoh m Jobefit. 

BtClond, June 21, 1808. 

My Brother, — They insert in my returns a groat many pairs 
of shoos as having reached Naples by land by way of Genoa and 
Turin; let me know the number that you have received. I see 
in your returns that the 10th and 20th regiments of the line have 
still their 3rd battahons in your army ; pray Bend back the 
cadres of these battalions. The 62iid has its 3rd and 1th bat- 
talions ; send back their cadres. I am surprised that the colonel 
of the 62n'J has not yet arrived, Tho 4th regiment of ehasseura. 
and almost all your regiments of cavalry, have atiU. their 4th 
squadron ) send back likewise their cadres. This will much re 

* This is injprobabla in the bighest degree. — Tn. 
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lievo your finances, will not diminish the strengtii of your army, 
and will place me in a condition to form at Bologna or in the 
Romagna a second army either to support you or to go to any 
other place tchei-e it may be wanted. I have already told you to 
Bend hack any general officers who are in your way. Ton may 
also send to Paris General St Cyr if lie is of no nee to you. 
The returns furnished by your staff are oot good, I have ordered 
.he Minister of War to send to you printed forms. 

[184.] NviiLros 13 Jd9f.ph. 

My Brother, — TKe aflairs of the Continent appear to be 
settled; my troops will soon entei Cattaro Two on three en- 
gagements have taken place with the llnihiaus, and they have 
been beaten. The Empeior of Russia wishisi to muko peace ; he 
has sent plenipotentiaries. If ysu had taken Sicily, we should 
have peace even with England Tbp pissago across the strait 
cannot be much more than 4000 yj.i Is Tnu must hive a great 
number of speronari and boats of all kinds With ill this you 
ought soon to be master of the island 



r 185.] NAPOi.noN TO Josisru, 

at. ciiiiKi, JuQo 21, isoe. 
My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 12th of 
June. I cannot promote any of the engineer officers till Gaeta 
is taken. General Camprfidon ought not to have made this 
request. 

They insert in the ' Journal do Pai-is ' a great many absurd 
articlM upon Naples. For instance it is not right to say that 
the salt-tax has been abolished in Naples, when I havo just laid 
it on in France. Pi'ay tell Ecedcrer not to interfere; nothing 
can be more awkward or worse conceiyod than his articles. Of 
course you should be considerate in your goyernmeiit of Naples, 
but you might manage it better; do not make the French feel 
that the kingdom of Naples is of no use to them. What business 
has Rcederer to speak of Naples in the newspaper ? If you have 
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abolished the salt-tax, you have done wrong. If you are so in- 
dulgent, yon will lose your kiDgdom, You wUi talio noither 
Gaeta nor Sicily, and you will he always in want. If you ac- 
onstom jour people to pay no taxes, how will you keep up an 
army or navy? They ought to pay as muuh as tlie French, 
la France they pay the excise and tte other duties on salt, the 
registry and the stamp duties, &o. I can hardly helieve that 
you have had the folly to put an end to tke salt-tax; jou pro- 
bably have only mado some modifications in it,* But what was 
the good of putting that into the ' Journal de Paris ' ? 



[186.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

St aouil, Jone 92, 1806. 

My Brother, — The court of Kome has gone quite mad. 
They refuse to acknowledge you, and I know not what sort of a 
treaty they wish to mate with. me. They think that I cannot 
reconcile a great respect for the spiritual authority for the Pope 
with the repression of his pretensions to temporal dominion. 
They forget that St. Louis, whose piety was undoubted, was 
almost always at war with the Pope, and that Charles V., who 
viss an eminently Christian prince, long hesieged Rome, and 
ended by taking possession both of the city and of the States of 
the Church. 

[187.] Napoi-eon to Joseph, 

St, caoua, Jiin8 22,i9oa. 

My Brother, — I have received your letters of the 13th of 

June. I am sorry that you are deprived of the talents of 

Captain Jacob, You place confidence in M. de Lo3tanges,t who 

is not hrave, who will iutriguo as much as possible, and who will 

' This -was trne. Joseph defenfla liimsalf Iiy stating tiiat ths cliange 
wlikh he had matlB w;ia the requiring every commune to purchase from the 
government a quantity fised by the goveiimierit at a price also fixed by the 

t Joseph ha^ complained of the insubordinniion of Jacob, and had replaced 
him by Loslaiiges. — Tb. 
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serve you ill Jacob is trave, and lias shown ability on tlie 
coast of the Channel. If you give positive orders to Captain 
Jacob, lie wiU do every thing you desire. Having said this, I 
leave you to act as you think proper; but so long as you have 
not a national army (and you cannot have one within ten years), 
you must be prepared to meet with some repugnance on the part 
of the French in deferrmg to Neapolitan command. The I'renoh- 
man has never been obedient, and is still less so siuoc the war and 
the revolution have excited him 
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France without my permission? and it is not by attempts to 
sediwe them that they will be obtained. 



[ 189.] Nafolhon to JosEPn. 

St. cioiiii, Juno 26, xecs. 
My Brother, — I see from your letter of the 17th that you 
have received some biscuit, and that 12,000 pairs of shoes have 
reached you from Prance. Take care to inform me of the ai-rival 
of each consignment of biscuit and shoes, that I may make sure 
of not being cheated in my accounts. Count the biscuits one by 
one; their cLuality should be good. The shoes ought to be made 
of stoat leather, not pasteboard ; they cost me 5J francs a pair. 
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If tiey are not good, let me know, I will have dednotions made 
for them in the general settlement. General St. Oyr asks for 
troops, because he tMnks that he saw some Eussian fi-igatea; but 
no general is satisfied unle^ he has an army. Of ootirse yon 
havo answered him that a general has always enough troops if he 
knows how to employ them, and if, instead of sleeping in towns, 
he hivouaes with hia men. If an army were req^nired at cacli 
head-quarters, all the troops in France would not be sufficient to 
protect the coast of Naples. If wheneyer there is the least 
distui'bance General St. Cjr will take the field with a few move- 
able columns of 500 or 600 men each, including infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, he will beat the reliele, take the banditti 
prisoners, and be on the spot wherever the enemy may choose to 

I beg you to tell me whether you have sent back the cadres 
of your 3rd and 4th battalions, and join fourth squa,drons ; it 
will diminish your expecsea and enable me to send a good reserve 
corps to your dep6t8, to keep up the numbers of your regiments. 
Do not delay the Sicilian expedition. Belieye me, you will not 
be in want of powder. If it is at all economically used at Gaeta, 
they will not oonsume more than between 300,000 and 400,000 
weight in the siege, 

Tou will bo sorry that you sent back the French naval offi- 
cers. You will feel tte want of them as soon as you commence 
your expedition to Sicily. 

Two batteries of three 24-ponnders aro not enough at Cana- 
tello and at Scylla. If, as your ecjuerry says, you intend to 
assemble your troops at Scylla, you will want more guns tiere; 
you ought to have about thirty 18, 24, and 36 pounders. 



[ IflO.] Napoleon to Josepit. 

My Brother, — It appears, from a review of your depots in the 
kingdom of Italy, which- took place on the 15th of June, that the 
majors, the books of accounts, and the cadres of the 3d and 4th 
battalions, and of the 4th squadrons of several regiments of your 
army, had not then arrived at the depflts. 
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St, Ooml, June W, 1308. 

My Brother, — M. Cellerier is enticing all tte actors and 
aotreasea in Paris to Naples. Already one or two actresses of the 
Opera haye signified to me tlieir wish to go to Naples ; you must 
feel the absurd effect of such conduct. If you want Opera- 
dancers, be sure that I will send you as many as you like, but it 
is not right to endeavour to seduce them. Ilussia behaved in 
this way, and I was so disgusted that I ordered the Emperor of 
BuBsia to be told that I would send him, if he wanted them, all 
the actresses of the Opera, with the exception of Madame Gatdel. 
I should have put Cellerier in prison if he had not been Jmown 
to be your architect. 



[Ifl3,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

St. Oloua, June 30, IBOG. 

My Brother, — Tou will see by the aoeompanying decree, 
which will be sent officially to your Minister of War, that I have 
put the Corsiean legion at your disposal. All the rolls shall be 
sent to you, in order that you may yourself appoint the officers. 
If it suits you, you may reonzit the legion in Corsica, but without 
taking any conscripts for the purpose. I think that you would 
do well to keep at its full number a corps of Oorsican troops. If 
you would like to have all the Polish troops, I will send them to 
you likewise ; you may also take into your service the 1st Swiss 
regiment, which is composed of foiur battalions. The 4th bat- 
talion is in Corsica ; I will order it to join at Naples. Of all the 
Swiss regiments that you could have, this one wil' be the most 
attached to you, because it is composed of men who fought by the 
side of the Prench in the revolutionary wars. The other regi- 
ments are differently manned; you could not ecLually rely upon 
them. You have already the Corsiean legion, consisting of 2000 
men ; these, with a Swiss regiment of 3000, and 3000 Poles, give 
you altogether a corps of 8000 men. 
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[ 19a.] Nafoleoh to Joseph. 

at Oloiid, Julj 6. IBM. 

My Brotlier, — Yonr government is not sufficiently vigorous ; 
it is not sEiBciontly strongly organised. Yon are too fearful of 
making enemies; you are too kind. Ton place too much confi- 
dence in tlie Neapolitans at this juncture. Be ain-e that this sys- 
tem of moderation will not succeed in the end. This is tiho 
opinion of all tte army at Naples. Be therefore more energetic, 
and take some means of obtaining money. 

[ 101.] NipoUiOti TO Joseph, 

St Clouf!, Jnlf 6, MM. 

My Brother, — You have sent a sufficient number of convicts ; 
we no longer know what to do with them, nor how to feed them. 
They are an enormous expense. They have infected the hospitals 
on their road,- a great many have escaped, and it will he difficult 
to catch them in the mountains. 

There are in France already so many convicts that it is im- 
possible for me to receive any more ; pray do not send them to 



[ 195.] NiPOLHos TO Joseph. 

et Cloud, JoiyS.ieOil. 

My Brother, — I see no objection to (general Mathieu'a accept- 
ing one of the commands in your guard. The enemy will not 
niake any serious incursions; at most they will only lay waste a 
few vDlages, The English are not such foula as to compromise 
their ti-oops. There is no harm in your sending General St, Cyr 
back to France. Since you are organising Neapolitan regiments, 
I do not know why you should not put into them your recruits. 
I have a great objection to placing Neapolitans in French cadres ; 
I always refused to do so in Italy.* 

You have the 20th regiment of the line : complete the 2 bat- 
ta.liona of that regiment, which are with your ai'my, to 2400 men, 
that is to say, to 180 for each company. There are only 1500 
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French at present belonging to the 20tli ; you may therefore em 
ploy III tMa manner y 1)0 Neapolitans If thii an'weie, I will 
Bend >oii the cadiea of the 3rd and 4th hatfalions, i^hich maj 
also he filled up with Neapolitans In thi^ way youi ehiect 
will be attained, and the charxctei ot mj aimy 1*111 not be 
changed. 

[ 196.] Napoleon to Joseph, 

51. CIoiii], So] J S, ISOS. 

My Brother, — I shall be glad to hear th[it you have appointed 
M. AiTighi,* who is Ticar-Geucral of tho iaiaad of Elba, to a 
bishoprio in your kingdom. 



[137.] NiTOLcoN lo J..i,i:PH. 

8t Clonil, July S, 1S08. 

My Brother, — I have dune what you wished for Major 
Thomas. Yuu may tell him that he is an of&eer of the Legion 
of Honour. You may dihrniss all the officers whom you do not 
want. I have alieady told you that you may send back St. Cjr 
or MasaCna. If yon have any more precise Complaints to make 

against General B , send them to tho Minister of War, that 

he may he punished. 

Everything belonging to the linen and shoes and atookings of 
your army wUl be sent immediately to Naples. Tou must not 
be surprised at the details into which I enter. I must think of 
everything, so as never to be taken unawares. The kingdom of 
Naples takes up 14 of my regiments ; 8 are employed in Istria 
and Dalmatia; that makes 22 regiments out of my own disposal, 
I must find substitutes for them, and I must keep in my depOta 
in Italy suffieient winter clothing for 30,000 eonsoripts. 

la it prudent to put arms into tho bands of persons who be- 
longed only yeaterday to the opposite party ? Have you not too 
much confidence ? 

My negotiations with England are going on ; if it were not 
for Sicily all would bo already settled. 

* Kelatad to the Dulie of Padua.— Ed. 
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I am 5 i) t L tliat joui ^mboits wli eh lie j ur mcins 
of transjioit iib imployid before b-aeta where they aie of nj 
use, an I aie eyen m some danger from the immense supeiiority 
of the enemy 

I misli you to send me the esaot btite of your Neapqhtan 
aMoy, ic ref-pe t of generals as well as soldieis Be caietul m 
this matter It i^ throwing iw^yyoui reaouiccs to take into jour 
pay troLpB with ut officois, little attached « you, who miy tdil 
you in a crisis. You should guide yourself by tbis supposition : 
If a new coalition wero formed, and if a battle were lost on the 
Adige, what would be the conduct of these fellows ? I Imow that 
this will not take plaee. But, after all, it ma^ happen, and it ia 
in ordinary times and in peace that wisdom and for^ight sbould 



r 19S.1 N.\POLT!ON 'TO Joat-PH. 

Snaoud, Julyl%ie()(j. 

My Brother, — I have received the return of your army ; it is 
carelessly drawn up. There are some jaaccuraeies in it; the 
strength of your cavalry on service ia not distinguished from that 
in the dep6ts ; your minister of war should attend to this. When 
you have taken Gaeta I wish you to send me back the cadres of 
your 4th sciuadrona; send back also all your dragoons, as well as 
the grenadiers and light companies belonging to your 3rd and 4th 
battalions, for I want to form a real army out of your dep6ts, to 
be used on any emergency. 

My position b brilliant, but my dominions are so extensive 
that I must pay great attention to keeping my troops in band, so 
as to make them go as far as possible. I am aware that it would 
be bettor to keep the regiments at Naples undivided, but, in that 
ease, I could not have given you, besides the Poles, Corsicans, and 
Swiss, 14 regiments of infantry; I was obliged to send to you 
wliat was nearest. Within the next three months your 3rd and 
4th battalions will afford me a corps' of 20,000 well-trained men ; 
if you then continue to want a great many troops, it will be easy 
for me to withdraw 5 regiments, or 10 battalions, from your array, 
and to send you 10 complete 3rd battalions, which would make- 
9 regiments of 3000 or 3500 men each. This is what I aim. at; 
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it would produce simjilieity and economy, but in the mean time I 
am Lamed away by cii:,um&tancea, and I must bave in band a 
force to defend tbe Isonzo at a moment's notice. You are so far 
off, and events succeed ea*b other so rapidly, tbat all would be 
decided before you and your army had time to arrive. EDdeavour 
therefore to send back all the majors, the 3rd battalions, both of- 
ficers and soldiers, the grenadiers, and the light companies. T 
Lave authorised you to fiU. up the 20th with Neapolitans. If you 
tbiak tbat this combination will suooeed, keep the cadre of the 
3rd battalion ; it seems that yon have sent baok the cadre of the 
2nd battalion of the 62nd, Recruit your Corsican legion in 
Corsica; admit into it no Neapolitans ; it should be composed en- 
tirely of Oorsicana. 

Wlien Gaeta is taken, I wiiii you to send back the 3rd batta- 
lion of the 32nd; tbat corps is in training, and it ought to be 
kept together. The Poles are to remain in your kingdom; thoy 
may oven enter your service if you please, but, in any case, as long 
as tbey form part of your army, they should be kept up and paid 
out of your treasury. When you are master of G-aeta, send back 
aU, your Italian troops, both infantry, cavaby, and sappers and 
mioera ; I want them for Dalmatia, where I keep up a fierce war 
with the Russians and the people of Montenegi'o, and I wish the 
two nations to share the danger. 



[199.] Kapoleon io Joseph. 

St Cloud. July 15,180(1. 

My Brother, — I have ordered ail the clothing and shoes 
which belong to your battalions in the field to be sent to them 
from the battalions in the depots. 

I do not think that the negotiations with England will come 
to any good; they have taken into their heads to keep Sicily for 
the late King of Naples ; I cannot agree to this article. As soon 
as the fire is opened on Gaota, assemble as many fresh troops as 
you can. Take care to keep a column of 4000 or 5000 men in 
reserve, not to bo under fire before the fourth or fifth day, to be 
employed only on some important occasion, or to hold some im- 
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portaut work. I cannot imderstiand of wliat use your gunboats 
will be; they would do better on the coast of Sicily. 'Xhe enemy 
will be too strong for them to como out, or you will lose a good 

Your first object should be to talj:e Sicily. With regard to 
Gaeta, It seems to me that your equipment for the siege is very 
good, and that you have sufficient ammunition. Desire the artil- 
lery not to firo with whole charges when half charges are enough, 

I am sorry that you have no small mortars ; S-inch. mortars, 
at a distance of 200 or 300 yards, do great execution. Thd ob- 
ject is not to fire a great deal, but to fire well. Why is not the 
engineer officer Ciiambarlha* at the siege ? He is a good soldier. 
It Is impossible to have too many artillery and engineer officers - 
tliere. 

[ EOO.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

My Brother, — The 6th battalion (bis) of the train ought to 
have reached Naples; your minister has by this time received 
orders to send back to the kingdom of Italy the detachments of 
the 7th and 4th battalions (bis). Directly after the capture of 
Gaeta send back the detaohmcnts of these battalions; the object 
is to keep the regiments in a good state. Let those who assassi- 
nated the blind soldiers from Egypt be tried aaid punished as they 
deserve. Make the trial striking : I will let it be as well known 
as possible here.* The atrocious cruelty of the Queen is, however, 
known to the whole world, including Sussians, Austrians, and 
Knglish. They are well aware that she could not return to 
Naples, as she would have to wade through a sea of blood. The 
contempt which she inspires is universal, and considerably dimin- 
ishes the sympathy felt for her by those who have ruined her. 

[201."| Natoleon to JoaEPH, 

8t. CloBi, Jul J IB, 180S, 

My Brother, — I have received your letter.f Nothing could 
be more fortunate than the landing of the English. General 

* Some tlind Prenoh invalids, returning from Egypt, had iccn shipwrecked 
ou the Neapolitan coast, and murdered by the psaaants. — Ed. 
t Annonnciag the landiag of Gtaneral Stuart in Calabria. — Th. 
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Rejnier will be joined by the brigades, whicli arc posted en 
echelons along the coast, and will Iseat the English. Without 
cavalry they cannot attempt to remain in the eountry ; it ia prob- 
uble that they will feel the effects of this invasion. You have a 
great many horse and they have none. It is difficult to conceive 
the fetality that has urged them on. Do not be surprised at the 
little mischief which your cannonade will do at first to Gaeta ; if 
your fire is, as I suppose, well d d wh p s f h wall 

will fall all at onoe on the sixth nth da f h d 

and then ia the time that yon m n m n n il 

ing the works. I have ordered n t n y h b 

everything that thoy can spare y bsnttoynirn tte 

dep&ts. Bo vigorous. 



[ 203.J Napoleon to Joseph. 

St Olond, July SI, 13M. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 12th of 
July, You have as yet no tidings of Gleneial Beynier, and you 
have made no expedition from Naples. The art of war, which 
everybody talis about is diffioult. In all your council you have 
not one man who has the fir=t rudiments of it. 

I have concluded my peace with Russia; the treaty was 
''igned yesteiday the iOth of July.* Russia does not interfere 
m the afi"airs of the late King of Naples, It has been settled 
that shi, will acLnowlodgo you when the war is over, and that ia 
the mean time yiu will leeeive and protect her merchandise in 
the port'' ot Niplei as she will protect yours in the ports of 
Rus'iit thit the Russians are to remain in Corfu, and that inter- 
coui^o IS to be fteo on both sides. 

We are still negjtidtmg with England : Sicily oontinnes to be 
the ^tumlling 1 lick, they appear, however, inclined to yield a 
little, but, for God's sate I with 36,000 men, do not let one of 
your divisions be destroyed. The reason why you have no news 
of Koynier must be that the communications are cat off and the 
country is in insurrection, I am very sorry that business keeps 

* Tlie Treaty of Outril, wMoh Alasandsr refused to ratify,— Ed. 
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me in Paris; if I had been in Naples, not an Bngliahmari would 
liaye landed, or, if they had, they would have heen suirouaded, 
within four days, by double theii force, and pursued by columns 
of cavalry; not one would have escaped. But how can it be 
helped ? This r^ult would have boon obtained by movements 
of brigades in iehdon. 

I have desired 500,000 fr. and 30,000 pounds weight of 
powder to be sent to you, but recollect that it is very difficult to 
send you 5 or 6 millionB in specie. Naples is fall of resources, 
but a fii-m and vigorous administration is necessary to malre use 
of them. 

[ £03.] Nai;oleon to JoaHPH. 

SI. Clouil, Julj 21, 1308, 10 o'clock F.u. 

My Brotier, — Ton may announce the peace with Eussia ; do 
not, however, appear to be too glad, as that would injure our rep- 
utation for power. A courier who has just arrived from London 
makes me thinb that the English are astonished by this decision 
of Russia, and that they are somewhat inclined to give up Sicily, 
which till now has been the stumbling-block If these supposi- 
tious are confirmed you will havo the finest kingdom in the world, 
and I hope that, by setting to work earnestly to form a good army 
and fleet, you will Msiat me to become master of the MedAter- 
ranean, which is the chief and perpetual aim of my policy. 
For that, it is requisite to obtwn large sums from the people. 
Naples and Sicily ought to yield you 100 millions; Italy and 
France pay me more in proportion. You Bbonld have 6 vessels 
of the line, 9 frigates, and 10 brigs, and you ought to keep up an 
army of 40,000 men, French and Neapolitan. Keep, however, 
these hints to yourself just now, for it is possible that the project 
may fail, and I would rather havo ten years of war than allow 
your Iiingdom to remain incomplete and Sicily in dispute. 

r 204."| NiPOLEON TO Joseph. 

St. Cloua,Jn]y24,1808. 

My Brother, — I received your letter of the 14th at II o'clock 
at night. You may employ or send home General St, Cyr, as 
you think best. The enemy must have been very strong to ai^ 
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tempt Naples* Is it possible that with 36,000 men you are re- 
duced to 1)0 on the defensiye against 8000 English, and that you 
abandon the third pact of your kingdom to them ? Your coun- 
cil have not two ideas on the subject of war. I hope that by this 
time you have taken Gaeta, 

You do not tell me that you have made any expeditions into 
Calabria to disengage Generals Vordior aud Eeynier, but I trust 
their safety to the slow and unskilful movements of the English 



* Joseph Lad eipressad a fear that tho Euglisli fleet might attack 

Naples.— Tb. 
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OHAPTEB VII. 

The letters contained in this chapter extend from tho 5th of 
July to the 2iid of September, 1806. During thia period Na- 
poleon was negotiating with England, and belieyed himself to be 
at peace with Kossia. Ho appeals to have been rather ieaa than 
was commonly the ease oppressed by business. His letters to 
Joseph are many and long, and abound, even more than his earlier 
ones, in military and political theory. 

The first letter in the chapter is Gfeneral Reynier'a narrative 
of the battle of Maida. Its pcouliar interest appeared to me to 
justify its ii 



[205.] Gesehai: Eetkibr to Josava. 

CBtiiiBaro, July 6, 180& 

Sire, — The interruption of my communications has prevented 
my writing to your Majesty since my letter of the 29th, in which 
I mentioned the sailing of the English expedition and of the 
flotilla from Messina. 

Seeing that the expedition steered towards the Gulf of St. 
Euphemia, and that the flotilla, which was between the point of 
PezKo and Cape Spartimento, intended at that time only to divert 
my attention by a false attack, I determined to leave at Scylla 
and Reggio detachments to guard the castle and the hospital, 
and a small detachment at Tropea, and to direct all the troops 
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wlioni I could eoUeot towards the point of disembarkation. I 
wished to inarch immediately on the English, to throw them into 
the sea, and to return quickly to succour Scylla and Eeggio. 

This appeared to mc the most soldierlike and the wisest plan, 
as, the English being driven away, the whole inyasion was at an 
end. Tour Majesty knows that my troops were much dispersed, 
to guard the batteries and magazines, and to keep quiet the two 
Calabrias. Yoni Majesty knows also that the departure of the 
troops called away to Gaeta and Puglia had reduced mj main 
body to 1000 men, of whom 800 were in the province of Oosenza 
and 200 garrisoned Cotrona. 

I had informed your Majesty of the presence in Calabria of 
many agents sent by England and by the Sicilian Court, who 
employed ail means to excite insurrections. I had several move- 
able columns pursuing them. 

On the 30th of June, in order to follow the movements of the 
enemy's fleet, I put in march the 23rd light infantry and a part 
of the 42iid, and directed all the detachments to unite at the river 
Angitola. On the evening of that day, seeing that the English 
fleet was steering towards the Gulf of St. Euphemia, I ordered 
General Compere, whom I had left with two battalions between' 
Scylla and Eeggio, to leave in those places only enough men to 
guard the forts and the hospital, and to join me immediately, 
without troubling himself about the Messina flotilla, which still 
kept threatening to disembark on the coast. I ordered tlie com- 
manders of those forts to defend themselves until my return as 
soon as I had beaten the English army. 

On the 1st of July I reached Monteieone. The English had 
disembarked in the night at St, Euphemia. Three Polish com- 
panies advanced on them, were repulsed with loss, and retired 
behind the Angitola. General Digonnet, with a company of 
Polish grenadiers and the 9th chasseurs, arrived during the night 
at the river Lamato from Catanaaro. 

On the 2nd I encamped on the heights of the Angitola. The 
enemy remained in the same position, his right on the bastion of 
Malta, where he established himself with a strong battel^, and hia 
left on the vill^e of St, Euphemia. He sent patrols to San 
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Biaggio and Mieastro, which revolted immediately, and hoisted 
tl]c red cockade. Many aimed banditti descended tjje mountaina 
to join them. We learned that in almost all the Tillages the ban- 
ditti and the lower elasses, excited by the priests and the agents 
of the Sicilian Court, were ready to hoist the standard of revolt. 
While I delayed foroing the English to embark, every day in- 
creased this ferment, and thi'eatcned my eomnranications. 

On the 3rd I took a position on the Lamato, near Maida, in 
order to have only throe hours' march to reach the position of the 
enemy, to attack his centre between the sea and the mountains, 
to be less harassed by the fire of the ships, and to remove my 
right from the banditti who were collected at the foot of the 
mountains. 

I hoped to be joined during tho evening and the idght by the 
troops which General Compere was bringing from Beggio, and 
thus to be able the nest morning to attack with all my forces. 
We had estimated the enemy at 6000 men, bat the reports of 
deserters and spies informed us that he was stronger, and had 
been joined by about 2000 armed bar.ditti. Some persons, espe- 
cially M. Lebmn, yoar Majesty's aide-de-camp, proposed to me 
to i-emain observing the enemy without attackmg him, and thna 
to wait for reinforcements. But I answered that I could not re- 
ceive reinforcements in less than twelve or fifteen days ; that my 
position on the Lamato was not tenable, being surroanded by 
woods through which banditti from the revolted villages could at- 
tack my rear ; that it would he necessary to take a position either 
at Oatrona or between the Angitola and Mouteleone, positions 
having each their inconveniences, and in which I should have been 
as much surroanded by insurgents after my voluntary retreat as 
if I had been beaten ; that I could not march against the troops 
commanded by the hereditary Prince of Sicily, which were report- 
ed to have landed between Reggio and ScyUa, withoat having on 
my back the English army in an extremity of the peninsula still 
farther than I was from assistance; tliat, having collected 5150 
French troops who had often distinguished themselves, I might 
well expect, by a vigorous attack, to beat an English army of 
from 6000 to 7000 men, drive it into ihe sea, restore Inatajitly 
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tlie tranciuillity of the country, and return ttuickly to beat the 
Neapolitans disembarked between Scylla and Eeggio. 

However, as my troops from Beggio did not arrive in time, I 
delayed tho attack. Three of the enemy's transports sailed for 
Sioily, and during the night foui' arriyed and disembarked rein- 
forcements. 

The 4th of July, a,t sunrise, I perceived a movement in the 
enemy's camp, and that their troops approached tho sea. Many 
thought that they were going to re-emhark. 'I'hey marched along 
the coast in two columns towards the mouth of the Jjamato ; they 
then retired a little from the sea, and the head of a column ap- 
peared at one time to fee directed towards my camp. They made 
several marches and countermarches, having always on their flank 
a ship of the line, a frigate, and several gunboats. They extend- 
ed their right towards the Lamato, and seemed to prepare to pass 
it, BO as to intercept my road to Montclcono, They formed in 
two lines, and advanced tho first, quitting thus the protection of 
their ships and gunboats. I thought that the moment was favor- 
able to an attack ; that, as they were somewhat divided by the 
Lamato, I could erosh, by a vigorous charge, a part of their army ; 
that the rest, particularly those who had turned my right by ad- 
vancing towards the Monteleono road, would be unable to re-em- 
bark, and must surrender, and that no time waa to be lost in 
seiaing this opportunity. By passing the Lamato I could, with- 
out losing time or encountering any obstacle, attack them with 
my infantry, my light artillery, and my cavalry, which, unhappily, 
consisted of only 150 men of the 9th chasseurs. I should have 
lost these advantages if I had allowed them to pass the Lamato, 
because the ground on the other side is uneven, and full of marshes 
and thickets, which would have prevented my making the attack 
with the vigour and q^niokness wbich were requisite to render its 
suooesa complete. It was necessary to beat them before the 
crowd of banditti which hovered about my rear was sufficiently 
organized to attack me from behind through the wood while I 
was empl yed in fighting the English towards the sea. 

At 9 in the morning I put my troops in motion ; two light 
compwiies were ordered to thread the thioketB which line the bed 
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of the Lamato. Tte let and 42iid regiments, 2400 strong, under 
tte orders of General Compere, passed the Lamato, and formed 
into line, haying their left on the Lamato. The 4tli Swiss hattal- 
iou and twelve companies of the Polish regiment, 1500 strong, 
under the orders of Brigadier- Genera! Pcyri, passed the Lamato, 
and formed in a second lino in ichelon behind the right of tlie 
42iid, malting my centre. The 23rd light infantry, 1250 men 
strong, under the orders of General Digonuet, crossed and formed 
on my right. Four pieces of light artillery and the 9th chassours, 
under the orders of General FraaceacM, were also part of my 
centre. 

The English had eight field-pieces; their flanks were protect- 
ed by a ship of the line, a frigate, and some gunboats. 

The light troops, detached along the Lamato, were pressed by 
the English, who were crossing the riYor. The first line of the 
enemy advanced a little, following the skirmishers, whom I made 
retreat, in ordei' to draw them on. I ordered the 1st regiment 
of light infantry to advance its loft in order to support the sHr- 
miatera, and the rest of the brigade of General Compare to move 
by iehdons, the Swiss and the Poles to follow this advance in a 
second line, and the 23rd infantry, which had wandered a little 
towards its right, to re-approach the Swiss, as I wished to direct 
all my efforts on the centre of the enemy. 

As soon as the 1st light infantry was within half gun-shot of 
the English regiments, which remained carrying arms, its drums 
beat the charge, and the 42nd regiment charged the instant after 
at the same distance. The English batta]ions then opened a fire, 
exceedingly well kept up, which at first did not stop the charge 
of the French regiments ; but when they had only fifteen steps 
to make in order to reach the enemy's line with the bayonet, and 
destroy it, the soldiers of the 1st regiment turned their backs and 
fled. Those of the 42nd perceived this movement, and, though 
fchey had only a few more steps to take, began to hesitate, and 
followed the example of the 1st. As soon as I perceived the 
flight of the 1st regiment, I turned towards the second line, to 
charge with that, but the Poles were already in flight. The 
Swiss battalion, carried away a little by the example of the other 
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troops, h^tated; however, I made seTcral if it& companies ad- 
vance, wliioh obeeked a little tlie eaemj's puisuit of tlie 1st and 
the 42nd. I went instantly to the 23id legiment, to see if it was 
possible to make, with this regiment and the LhTSseuii, a new at- 
tack on the enemy's centre ; for his advanee exposed his left 
flank, and left a great interval, through which he could have t)een 
taken in flank ; hut this regiment was a little too far to the right, 
and was already engaged in checking the left of the eaemy, and 
woald have been destroyed if it had moved to join in my intended 
atto''k 

The troops wiiieh had disbanded having fled to agreat distaaiee 
trom the field of battle, I had no more at Iiand. All that I could 
do WIS to try to preserve the remainder of my force, to take the 
load to Catanzaro and Ootrona in order to rally them, to send my 
wounded to Ootrona, the place to which I had already been ad- 
vio 1 to letire, and wait there for the reinforcements which your 
Majesty will send, in order to drive quickly the English fi-om the 
continent to avenge our defeat, and sucoonr the garrisons of Scylla 
■ra i Kcggio. 

A boJy of the enemy advanced from the Lamato towards 
Monteleone, andreauhed the camp which we were oocnpying an 
hour before. Our communication with Monteleone being thus 
cut ofl we could not recover our baggage, which had been left 
there to avoid its encumbering us in our attack. It by no means 
Baited me to march towards Monteleone, where no reinforcements 
from your Majesty could have joined me, and where I should 
haTO been squeezed between the English and the enemy's troops, 
which mast have landed between Scylla and Eeggio, seeing that I 
was not strong enough to Lope to beat them both consecutively. 
I hope that the paymaster and those who kept guard over our 
baggage retired by the mountain-roads to Catanzaro. 

The enemy appeared to us to be more numerous than ourselves 
by one-third ; he extended mnoh beyond our wings, although he 
was drawn up in two lines, and had a detached corps beyond 
Lamato. He may have had 8000 infantry said 2000 armed 



Even before Vhe battle the country had begun to r 
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all tte mliil-itints a'^somed tke wliite fl^ ancl t!ie led CLckide 
Even Catanaaro rans; the tocsin and di-splijed the wbiti, flai; 
As the tionps were encamped b>-neath its Willi, I thought it ne 
oc ^aiY to occupy it, m oider ti force it bitL into obedience, and 
to get the provisions of which we were in wint 

If mmy of thp soldmi wanted the vig i tor which I hoppd 
fiom soldiers of fueh eftaHibhed reputation I am satisfied with 
thf officers , they did their duty well Generil Compere wis 
wounded m the ann at the head of the Ibt rej^iinent, he was 
fhiown from hi'' hrrse aud taLen prismer 

Maior GrastelouH of the 1st regiment was killed Major 
Llavil ot the Swi&s leguneat was dangerously wounded Major 
Eey of the 2Ji I regiment was wounded Lsweil as Miichaud 
DuLhiume and many bra^e men I do n t Lnjw mj loss exictly 
ns vot but I have with mp about 4000 men, of whom 300 -ue 
wounled 

Tlie enemy pursued us as far as the entry of the rill>-\ of 
f imito hut ciptured only the wounded who were left on the 
tiel 1 -iftei the charge I am exceedingly grieved by these events 
I did whit I thought beat undel difficult cucumstances, and I 
thouj^ht that I could not hesitate between the advantages ot ob 
tj,inin^ a (j^uick decision by an immediate action, and the danger 
to which wo should have been exposed by delay; but I was 
■supported neither fey the number nor by the courage of my 
troops. 

A portion of the army is so much affected, that, not relying on 
its standing before the enemy, I have been forced to retire to this 
^ot, and I may retreat as far as Cotrona, which is my sole sup- 
port in this country, aad is the only place where I can find sup- 
plies and prepare the troops for action. Gatanzaro being the 
capital of the province, I shall try to remain near it, in order to 
revive the spirit of the inhabitants, and to protect our friends 
from the brigands. 

I have with me about 4300 men. I shall carefully keep them 
together, and try to restore their courage, and to employ them as 
soon as I have beeu i-emforced. General Verdier is at Cosenaa 
with 800 men. I have not received news from him ; hut ajs liisi 
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Tsliole force eonsiate of a Polish battalion, he cannot have (3one 
more than hold out against the insurgents. 

I iia¥e no news &om the little garrisons which I left ia the 
forts of Soylla and Eeggio. It is important that troops should 
be sent immediately to drive the enemy from their posts, and to 
reconquer the oountry. We are burning with desire to take a 
brilliant revenge for our defeat. 



[ 306.1 Napolibon to Joseph. 

St. Clona, July 2B, isoe. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 17th, I see 
that all your military operations are wrong. I canjiot understand 
how, surrounded as you are hy men of military experieace, there 
are so few who can give you good advice. Your army is large 
enough not only to besiege G-aeta and keep Naples, but to oppose 
all landing of the enemy and regain Calabria; but your measures 
have no life or movement, no organisation or method. Till now 
you have made nothing hut mistakes : but I ought not to distress 
you. I warned you not to listen to General Dumas, who has had 
no practice in war. It seems that no one knows where your 
troops are ; they are scattered everywhere, and assembled no- 
where. Genera] Eeynier made ill his dispositions for battle, and 
did not know how to direct 6000 men against tho enemy. But 
Kince then he has been shamefiiUy neglected. What will 
become of him, as even the head-quartera of the province are not 
held by you ? For my part, I am not surprised at what happens 
in Calabria ; I have long been acijuainted with the sort of disposi- 
tion which prevails there. Tour policy with regard to Naples is 
just the reverse of what ought to be pursued towards a conquer- 
ed nation. Let your troops march together, do not scatter them. 
I suppose that you have armed all the castles in Naples. What 
is tho meaning of this Neapolitan National Guard ? It is leaning 
on a reed, perhaps putting arms into the hands of your enemies. 
How little you know of men ! Act at least with vigor. Keep 
your troops in hand, disposed in ichelons, so that you may assem- 
ble 18,000 men on one point and enish the enemy. I do not see 
in your letter that you are uniting your forces ; all is unintelligi- 
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ble. Tte Eegotiations advance. It seems that Sicily is yielded, 
BO that that obatacle is gone; perhaps, before 10 days are over, it 
may all belong to yon. 



[EOT,] NafoLTON to JOEEfR. 

Juij as. 1806. 

My Brother, — I am sure that yon will soon have Gaeta. 
That place is becoming of great importance to you. General 
Roynier had a right to expect assiatanoe; he may have acted on 
this supposition, and may find himself much exposed. A force 
of 10,000 men, including infantry, cavalry, and artillery, must 
immediately be aent to Cassano to extricate and reinforce him; 
for one cannot tell what misfortunes may have happened to him. 
The first causo of all this is your keeping so many troops in Maples. 
I had warned you of what would follow. AH that you want in 
Naples are commandants in the forts, provisions, ammunition, and 
depots, with one or two regiments of horse and one of foot. You 
have established yourself as iu time of peace; you have placed 
too much confidence in the Neapolitans. It is an error which 
has many consequences.; you must remedy it; enter Calabria, 
disarm the rebels, and mate examples that wIU not be forgotten. 
The es-Queen in what she does acts the part of a severeign. 
To preserve one's army, gain its esteem, and be feared by the 
enemy, it is necessary to act with severity and energy. As soon 
as General Reynier is extricated and joined by your reinforce- 
ments, you must place brigades of your troops in Echelon, at 
distances of a day's march, between Naples and Cassano ; so that 
in three days four brigades, making from 10,000 to 12,000 men, 
may be able to assemble. You have three French regiments 
who fought under Beynier; there remain 11 who have done 
nothing; by adding to them two regiments of infantry and one 
of cavalry, with the Italians, Oorsioans, and Neapolitans, you can 
very well have eight brigades of more than 3000 men each, under 
the command of two lieut. -generals and four brigadiers, which 
may communicate and assemble in a short time. It is by placing 
your troops in icjielon that you may be on the defensive and 
prepared for any event, for, if you afterwards si 

ToL. I.— 
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gained by taking the aggressive, the enemy, haTing seen that 
you were on the defensive, will not find you out, and before he 
can change his attitude, the ten or twelve days that you want for 
your operations will have passed. I am not sure whether what I 
.have been saying is very intelligible,* Great faults have been 
committed in your system of defence, and they never can be oom- 
mitted with impunity. An experienced soldier sees tliem. at the 
first glance, but the effects are felt two months afterwards. *As 
your two principal objects were Gaeta and Eeggio, and you have 
28,000 men, you ought to have had 10 brigades forming 5 divisions!, 
placed in Echelon, at distances of one or two days' march ; you 
would then have occupied such a position that the enemy would 
not have dared to move, for in an instant, and without losing a 
single day, yon might have assembled your troops at Gaeta, at 
Rcggio, or at St, Euphemia. Ton should arrange your Sicilian 
espeditioa in this way : you should start too formidable to be 
attacked ; you should abandon every position in your rear, except 
the defence of your capital, and should act entirely on the aggres- 
sive against the enemy, who can attempt nothing when once you 
have accomplished your landing. Such is the art of war ; you 
will see many men who can fight well, but none who understand 
how to apply this principle. If there bad been a brigade of 3000 
or 4000 ffl.ea at Oassano, nothing of this would have happened ; 
it would have been at St. Euphemia aa soon as General Eeynier, 
and the English would have been beaten, or, rather, they would 
not have landed; they were emboldened by tlie false arrangement 



ot yonr a 

If I were to send to you badly trained recruits, who in this 

* As a specamen of tTie occasional obsenrlfy of Napoleon's style, and tlis 
oooEeqnent difficulty ot triLiisliitiiig his letters, I add tiie original of fliis sen- 
tence : — " Ceat par ces plaoemanta en iclielona qa'on eat sur Ja d^euave, u 
I'abci de tooa les fevkienients, en CO que, loraqu'on tbuE eiisnite prendre I'offen- 
sire pour nn but ditexmin^, i'simemi ns pent le caaaiAtte, pai-oe qn'il vrme a vn 
sni ime dyenBiTe i;edouta,ble, at qu'aTant les changemunts qui se soHt passf a aur 
la dafeneive, Jes dix oa donae joura dss operations sont terminus." Napoleon 
roight well odd, " Je ne sais ai on comprondra qnelque chose k ce qua ja dia 
M."— Tr, 
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season would fall ill, tlie ruin of your aimy would l)o eoi 
I have organised your (iep6ts aa a reserve ; I am forming theia 
into two corps, wliicL. will unite with, the artillery at Ancoua to 
join the troops of General Lemarrois, and to prepared to go to 
your a^stanee wherever they may be wanted.* 

I will never malse peace without Sieily. If it ia necessary, I 
will proceed to Naples at the right time, but I am not without 
iiopea of pea«e within ten or twelve days ou these terms. 

I ought to tell you that General D eniplo>ra in the public 

service young men of a re-actionary spirit ; amongst others tlie 

sons of L . They are all thoroughly ill-disposed. The 

blunders in Calabria will cost me more men than I have lost in 
the Grand Army. 

All the art of war coneista in a well-arranged and extremely 
circumspect defensive, and a bold and rapid offensive. As soon 
as you have 6a«ta, remove your troopa from Naples, garrison 
your castles, and provision them for a month. Leave a regiment 
of cavalry and 1500 infantry to keep order. Place your first 
brigade one day's march out of Naples, and the rest as I have 
told you, consulting a little the character of the ground. 



[ 308.] Napolbion to Joseph. 

St.01oBd,jBlT3(>,lSl)«. 

My Brother, — I have already sent to you 500,000 francs. I 
have just given orders to send to you 500,000 more, I have 
also ordered five battalions of 1000 men each to be collected at 
Aucoua, from whence they will march to your support imme- 
diately after their arrival. 

I have seen with pleasure the capture of Gaeta. 

I am waiting for iuteUigenoe of General Reyuier. I cannot 
too often repeat to you — do not keep your troops in Naples ; have 
there only enough to hold tlie city and the forts. Lot camps or 
cantonments be formed at a distance of one or two days' march 

* Joseph wished the depSta of some of the Frenoli and Swiss regiments ia 
Ilia service to be removed to the Neapolitan territotj, in which case the recruits 
■would have been sent to him as soon fis iiuaed. — Tb. 
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from Naples. Eatablisli yourself in a eountry-lioiise ; this step, 
which woiddnot have heen adyisable before the capture of Gfaeta, 
is very fit now that the puhlic mind is reassured. Do not listen 
to those who wouid p t y 1 tw u B ent a d Oapna. 
Place yourself betw n N pi nd C I h as nl le y ur 

forces and despatch sp d t as to bu u tli n ir ut Ua 
I suppose that you ha d n ha k nt th sea th English 
who haye landed on the co s6 of &al n D t 1 t tb la- 
brians and the enemy tak thntt yuh f nh 

to reconciiier the kingdom of Naples and of Italy.* The Eng- 
lish are not formidable ; but if you attack them without artillery 
and in disorder, and, for the most part, with had troops like tho 
Poles, failure is not surprising. 

The Governor of Naples ought to have a house in the town, 
and also apartments in the castles, and the castles should he pro- 
visioned for three months. 

You should not make one retrograde step : perish, if necessary, 
upon the Neapolitan territory. Tour dispositions have not all 
been good. 

Tliere should be no troops at Naples ; 100,000 men cannot 
keep the town, nor will order be maintained there by 15,000 better 
than by 1500. Vigorous measures will reassure your capital 
more than assembling within its walls a quantity of troops which 
will in time be considered barely enough to do tho police duty. 

You may take the aggressive in Calabria without descending 
into the extremity of Italy, unless you are obliged to do so in 
order to extricate General Eeynier ; your troops will march will- 
ingly. Erora Cassano to Naples is only 50 leagues. You must 
not lose a moment in plaeing there your advanced poste. It is 
the only way of securing peace to your kingdom. If it is Dot 
done soon, even our negotiations will suffer. The occupation of 
this position by 6000 men, who may be reinforced in one day by 
3000 more, and in two days by 6000, who, if attacked by a force 
ooBaiderably superior, may retreat one day's march, and thus join 

• I aospcct that " ritalis " is inserted in flie text by rnistakc, iiiBtead of 
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another 3000, will restore to you tranquillity and prevent the affaira 
of Calabria from having any further influence on politics. In the 
moan time, you will organise your service, you will send expedi- 
tions to subduo the villages; and, lastly, if the enemy should 
attempt to attack Naples, in two days you might assemble there 
9000 men. Eut these things are cot done suddenly ; a landing 
is not easily accomplished; it is always preceded by disturbances 
in the interior. I am impatient to hear that you have occupied 
Oitssano. Besides this, you should order two or three of the 
large villages that have behaved the worst to be pillaged ; it will 
be an example, and will restore the gaiety and the desire for 
aotion of your soldiers. Supposing the English to be in force in 
Calabria, and that they are willing to pursue seriously a wai- in 
which the gain is so diBproportionate to the cost, if you have an 
advanced guard at Oassano, sustained at dlstaiiees of a few marches 
by two or three brigades, you will be reinforced in three days by 
9000 men; and if, after all, your advanced troops should think 
themselves not sufficiently strong, by retreating ono march they 
would be joined by 3000 more. It is in this manner that a war 
is carried on when you have a great many points to keep, and 
you do not know which of them the enemy will attack. You 
may remove your own head-CLuarters to 10 or 12 leagues distance 
from Naples; posts of eavalty pjid signals should be establiahed 
that you may communicate with the points of the coast on your 
right flank ; and when at length the time oomes and the weather 
is cooler, you can put yourself in motion, and retake the whole of 
Calabria. 

It does not enter into my plans ever to make peace unless I 
have Sicily. If Calabria continue an obstacle, and the affairs 
of the Continent do not call me elsewhere, I shall bo at Naples 
towards the end of September. 

You have as good generals as arc to be foimd in France. St. 
Cyr is very prudent. Beynier indeed has committed all sorts of 
faults which I did not expect. To succeed, one must be some- 
times very bold, and sometimes very prudent. As soon as 
lleynier returns to you, send the 3 regiments which are with 
him to the rear, where they may be quiet. They should be at 
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one of the intermediate stations, neither the nearest to Caasano 
nor the nearest to Naples. I see no objection to your employing 
French officers in your eervice, nor to your placing them in your 
guard, provided that you do not too much weaken the cadres of 
the regiments. You will let me tnow about it, and send me a 
memorandum, that I may replace them in their corps. 

[ 209.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

St Cioud, .TiTlj 13, ms. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 19th of 
July. I see with pleasure that you have sent off 6 regiments of 
foot and 2 of horse to Cassano. These are enough to subdue the 
whole of Calabria and to beat the English. Our ignorance of 
what has happened to General Eeynicr malies me uneasy ; per- 
haps he roaj maintain himself in the environs of Cotrona. It 
is urgent that he should be extricated, for he can have very few 
proviaiona. In the different letters which I have written to you 
I have told yon what to do. Tour troops should be arranged, I 
oannot too often repeat it, in ichelons, the castles of Naples pro- 
visioned and armed, your dep6ts placed in security in Gfaeta and 
Capua, and your 25,000 or 30,000 men stationed in such a man- 
ner that in four days throe-fourths at least of them can be brought 
together, and in five forced marches be thrown either upon Naples 
or upon Cassano. You have coasts to defend, it is true, but so 
have I in every direction ; and if it were the fact that their ships 
gave such an advantage to the English, it would follow that with 
their 50,000 disposable mea they might hold in cheek a much 
greater number of my troops ; but for everything you must have 

I told yoa long ago that you disperse your troops too much ; 
keep them assembled, and you wUl experience wliat has happened 
in France : the English have often landed, but they have been 
well beaten, and they no longer venture to disembai-k. 

If, instead of leaving Cassano without troops, you had 
stationed 2 regiments there, instead of keeping them in Puglia 
and scattered along the coast, the English would have been driven 
back into the sea, and you would have secured tranquillity for a. 
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long time. The idea that Naples cannot be defended against a 
maritime power is ridiculous. If, indeed, you say that you ought 
to choose for your habitual residence Home othei' town than Naples 
— one situated further inland — I am of the same opinion. I 
should be glad to have plans of the forta of Naples with remai-ka 
by engineers, and plans of Capua with notes informing me of the 
chief pointe of the environs. Ton will have Naples and Sicily, 
you will he recognised by the whole of Europe ; but if you do 
not take more vigorous me^itres than you have done as yet, you 
will be dethroned disgracefully in the first continental war. You 
are too indulgent, eapeeially for the country in which you are, 
Tou should disarm, sentence, and esile. In my opinion the first 
works to be constructed when you are master of Sicily will be a 
fort at Earo, and another at ScyUa. However, have no fears. 
I will keep my promises, and I will be with you myself, if neces- 
sary, at the ead of September. The kingdom of Italy yields mo 
140 millions of francs Milanese ; the kingdom of Naples and of 
Sicily should yield you as much ; you cannot do with less. You 
should have in your service 3000 Corsicans, 6000 Swiss, and not 
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as the destiny of Fi-anoe can be affeoted only by a coalition of all 
the rest of Europe, under such oircumstancea she would want all 
her troops; and I eonld scarcely spare you more than 2 or 3 regi- 
ments. Bear in mind what I tell you : the fete of your reign 
depends on your conduct when you retnm from Calabria. Grant 
no pardons ; do militai'y execution on at least 600 rebels ; they 
have murdered a great number of my soldiers. Let the houses 
of thirty of the principal heads of villages be burnt, and dis- 
tribute their property among the troops. Disarm all the inhabi- 
tants, and piDage five or six of the large villagea which Iiave 
bohaved worst. Desire the soldiers to treat well the towns whieh 
Jiave remained faithful. Confiscate the public property of the 
revolted villages, and give it to the army ; above all, disarm 



e you compare the Neapolitans to the Corsicans, recollect 
that when Niolo was taken forty rebels were hung upon the trees, 
and such alarm was spread that not a person ventured to stir- 
afterwards. On my return from the Grand Army, Piaeenza 
rebelled ; I sent thither Junot, who sent me reports full of French 
cleverness, and declared that no retellion had taken place. I 
ordered him to burn two villages, and to shoot the ringleaders, 
among whom were sis priests. This was done, the country waa 
subdued, and will remain so for a long time. 

You see the awe inspired by the Queen; I certainly do not 
set up her conduct as an example, but it is no less true that it 
^ves her power. If you act with vigour and energy, there will 
be no disturbance, either in Calabria or in the other provinces, 
for the next thirty years. 

I will end my letter as I began it : you will be King of Naples, 
and Sicily, you will have three or four years of peace. If you 
choose to be a mere nominal sovereign,— if you do not hold the 
reins with a fli-m and steady hand, — if you listen to the opinions 
of the people, who know not what they want, — if you do not 
make yourself rich by pntting an end to old abuses and encroach- 
ments, — if you do not impose taxes sufficient to enable you to 
keep in your service French, Corsicans, Swiss, and Neapolitans, 
and to arm your v^sels, you will do nothing at all, and, in four 
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joars, instead of bebg of use to me, jou will do me harm, for 
you win deprive me of some of my resources. 

You must construct a fort at Scylla ; send mc aa soon as pos- 
sible tie plans, that I may approve them. As soon as you are 
in Sicily, hasten to erect a similar fort on the coast opposite to 
Scylla, in order to unite our two kingdoms. 

As Calabria has revolted, why should yoit not seize half the 
estates in the province, and give them to your army ? Thia 
measure would be, at the same time, a great help to jou and an 
osample for the fiiture. You mill never succeed in changing and 
roformiBg a couatry by weak measures; extraordinary and 
Tigorous expedients are requisite. Aa the Calabrians have assas- 
sinated my soldiers, I myself will issue the decree confiscating 
for the benefit of my awny one-half of the revenues of the pro- 
vince, both public and private. But if you be^n by asserting 
that Calabria is not in revolt, and that it has always been at- 
tached to you, your feindness, or, in other words, your weakness 
and timidity, ■will be very mischievous to France. 

You are too indulgent. 

[210.] Napoleos to JoaiSFH. 

ht Clnii J ly « ISOfi. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 22nd of 
July, in which you inform me of the entraate into Naples of the 
troops from the siege of G-aeta. I am glad to tee thit you havo 
given 6000 men to Marshal Massfina for the expedition into 
Calabria, but I am sorry that you have not placed your tioops in 
echelons, which would enable you, if necessarj in three diys to 
assemble them and fall upon the English. I will suppose Mas- 
sena arrived at Oassano : if he should hear that General Kejnier 
is hemmed in by 12,000 English and 4000 or 5000 insurgents, 
he will take up a position, and will bo forced to wait a fortnight 
till you send him reinforcements. On tho other hand, by placing 
these troops in ichdons, they would be able in three or four days, 
either to join him, or to return, if they were wanted, to Naples 
or to Salerno, and he would be able to extricate Keyaier without 
delay. You are aware that by this time Eeynier haa with him 

Vol. I.— 8* 
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not more tnau 4000 men, dispirited and in disorder. What a. 
disgrace and misfortmie it would be, if these brave fellows, after 
haviDg defended themselves to the utmost, were obliged to surren- 
der their colours I I have written to you two long letters on 
the subject. I have ordered the Poles to join you, as well as 
their dep6t. I have ordered 6000 men to he asBembled, under 
the command of General Lemarroie, at Anoona, in order to pro- 
ceed to Naples, hut it will reqaire time to collect them at Ancona. 
I have also given orders to General Lemarrois to despatcti to you 
all the detachments of tlie Corsiean legion and of the Poles 
which are with him, and the Swiss battalion from Ancona. I 
have ordered General Duliesme to send to jou the battalion of 
the regiment of Latour d'Auvergno which is at Civita Vecchia. 
The other two hattalions of thia I'egiment are at Genoa, and are 
immediately to set oif in order to join the first. But it is not 
troops that are wanting to you ; it is skill in collecting them, 
keeping them together, and making them act with vigour. 



[ 211.] NATOLEON to JoSlSPH. 

My Brother, — You deal in useless hypotheses.* A yiar 
sooner, or a year later, you will be master of Sioily, and that 
Medea will not have an inch of ground tiere. General 0am- 
pf6don has just arrived. He appeared to me to be extremely 
pulled down. When he has rested I will send him hack to you, 
but I should like, before he returns, to come to some decision 
respecting the fortifications of Naples. You should therefore 
send kim all the necessary plans. You ought to have a large 
fortress, in which all the artillery and the dep6ts may be in 
safety, and which may stand a long siege, so as to allow time for 
Bueoours to arrive. Where should this fortress be? Which 

" Joaepli liad asked Napoleon whatliar, in the lijpotheaa fhat the crrcuni- 
sfancea of Napoleon ^ye^e such as to reqnire the French anny in tlie kingdom 
of Naples to Icn-ve that Mugdom in order to join the army of Upper Italy, tiie 
forlreEEes of St. EIico, Capna, Gaeta, nad Peacaia should be garrisoned or 
abandoned. This hypothesis, though often suggested by Napoleon, seems bi 
have offended him when snggested by another, — Tb, 
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situation will you. select ? stall it be at Cassaao, < 
Tiiese are very important q^uestiona. For after all yon cannot 
atand unsupported iu tte midst of a hostile people, whose dispo- 
sitjon is and always has been fictle, and who for the few first 
years of your reign will he ucaettled. Supposing the French to 
be beaten in Italy, and that we were forced to fight in the king- 
dom of Naples : it would be of great consequence to possess a 
fortress capable of containing the depots, the hospitals, the 
various supplies and mnnitions of war , and which might aeiTO 
the army as a rallying-point wiiere they might concentrate their 
defence. 

There may be some arguments in fevoar of placing this for- 
tress at Naples itself ; not that any man of sense would thinlc 
of enclosing that immense town within the walls of a fortification, 
but it might be situated in the environs, and so that its fire should 
bear on the roadstead. This would give you the twofold advan- 
tage of defending the towu, and of keeping it in subjection, which 
would be a most important result. I am not thinking of a mere 
citadel, which would be of little use, but of a fortification at 
least 6000 yai-ds in extent. Consult some engineers on tte sub- 
ject. It wonld be a great advantage if, by means of a single 
fortress, you could hold the town in submission, have batteries on 
tte fort, and shelter all tte artillery establishments, the maga- 
zines, and the depfits of the ai-my. By working at it for three 
or four years, and spending 3,000,000 or 4,000,000 fr. a year, yon 
might haTe a fortress which could stand a siege of six months, 
and, as it would contain a garrison of 12,000 or 15,000 men, 
would give occupation to a considerable army. There is no good 
in having a number of forti^esse* 

Wtetter y u tabli t tlu t t at Naples or at Capua, 
you will want n at h xt m ty f Calabria, at Charybdis 
and at Soyila, tuntthtwpt f your kingdom; another 
at Taranto, or m b tt tu t n it t is possible, which may 
be able, even ilwhlll ir p riority on land, to afford 

shelter to my magaaines and to my ships, if they should be 
wanted at Taranto to arrange the affairs of the Levant. It will 
afterwards be necessary to establish forts in the islands, and good 
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redoubts with masonry in the embnsures commanding the anchor 
ago; but this is aot of the fii6t conBeqiiente The mLit im 
portant point is to have a good place of secuuty m which the 
King himself might take refuge and detenl himielt for years 
with the men who are most attached to him Fur when once 
the kingdom of Naples is gained it should be the fi al pimujle 
of the reigning famUy never to j aw i.ht fionticr and to perish 
if forced to do so, in its defence When the natim believes this 
a new direction will be given to public opmion A dynasty 
educated in this principle would be never conijuered or dethroaed 
You must perceive that, if the ex King if Naples had posses'sed 
such a fortress, and had shut himseli up in it instead ot flying to 
Sicily, you would have found no les uice^ m aitillery, j u would 
have had two sieges, which might have lasted a couple of years, 
and peace or some other event on the Continent might have 
saved him. 

[al2.] HATOLiios TO Joseph. 

St. Clcraa, Aug. 8, ISlie, 

My Brother, — I have received your letters of the 24th. You 
may tell Marshal Masa^na that I have released Ardant.* Hav- 
ing examined with attention the sections of Gaeta, 1 think that 
it is not worth occupying. A fortress cannot be strong which 
can be battered in breach without getting to the covered way, 
and of which the breach itself is practicable without having to 
pass a ditch or blow up a counterscarp. I know nothing about 
either Capua or Pescara, but I can hardly thinh that Peseara can 
reijuire 3000 men for its defence. 

Even if war should spring up again on the Continent, I should 
be satisfied with tailing back from the Army of Naples the same 
number of troops which I have sent to it from its dep6ts; that 
is to say, as many as four regiments of infantry and three-quarters 
of the cavalry : with these I should have enough. 

* lu Mb letter of tJio 24ih Josepli had said, " Massfna is mad nliout hifl 
money in the lumda of one Ardant, whom you have lUTesled in Paris. Per- 
haps this Eum may be left to him. It is not a sixtli part of what you have 
forced him to restore." — Tn. 
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[213.] Natoleon to Joseph. 

81. Cloart, Aug. S, ISOO. 

My Brother, — It seems that the Eagliah ai-e becoming more 
conciliatory. Tlie negotiations havo heen opened in form. Lord 
Lauderdale and Lord Yarmouth are the English negotiators ; the 
former arrived this morning. As the King of England is aware 
that I am determined to be master of Naples and Sicily, this 
point may be considered as granted. Yen have a fine kingdom ; 
it is your duty not to fall asieop on your throne, but tn organise 
yoiu' finances with energy, so as to have a good fleet and a good 
army. Yon must not forget that the kindness of kings consists 
in strength and in strict justice. You confound the Kindness of 
a monarch with that of a private individual I am waiting to 
hear how many estates you have confiscated in Calabria, and how 
many rebels you have executed. You should shoot in every vil- 
lage three of the ringleadera Do not fcpare the priests more 
than the others. 

[314.] Kapoleob to Joseph. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 29th of 
July. I see with pleasure that the troops have arrived at 
Lagonegro, from whence I oonelude that they have by this time 
joined those of General Eeynier at Coaenza, and that the Eng- 
lish have either been driven into the sea or forced to re-ombark. 



My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 30th of 
July." It pains me to see the system which you pui'sue. What 
good will 50,000 armed and trained provincial guards do ? None 

* In tMs letter JoEaph had said, "Intiio pcovinca of Montefusco 10,000 
men are enrolled in the provincial gnards. 15,000 enrolled themselves volnn- 
tudlj in Naples. 1 disarm every one Bioept the provincial guai-ds. I mafco 
oat and print the register of this army of the interior, which will amonnt to 
60,000 men, all proprietors or notoriously enemies of the ex-Qiieen," — Th. 
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but to Spend jour money to oppose your wihlies and to make A\ 
sorts of claims. No system oin be more false oi in its ultimito 
results, more faUL At the lirst rumour ot wi upon tlie Ton 
tinent, the men will at the best lemim nputral the ifficus will 
negotiate with the enemy If they heai of i battlo h?t on the 
Isonzo or oa the Adige they will turn agamst you If I im it 
peace, or if I concjuer what will you want with them ? I ^htuld 
not consider this system as without disadvantages even in ^France ; 
how mueh more dangerous will it be ia a country whcee antipathy 
towards yon can be overcome only by time, only by years I You 
are too precipitate. Some partial disembartations and the escape 
of a few wretched convicts may be prevented ; but what trifling 
advantages are these that you should saerifloo to them the safety 
and sovereignty of your iingdom 1 You must not think that 
tlese landings wiU be perpetually repeated, and that they grow 
again like the heads of the hydra. A few striking successes will 
inspire such terror that no more attempts will be made to land on 
your shores. I witnessed the war m La Vendue, which, it was 
supposed, would never end ; I saw my troops in Egypt harassed 
and annoyed by the Bedouins ; a few signal failures put an end 
to it all, and restored tranquillity. But those who surround you 
have no knowledge of men. You do not listen to a man who 
has done mueh, seen macb, and thought much. Do not carry out 
your scheme of a national guard — nothing can be more dangerous. 
Those fellows will get vain, and fancy that they are not conquered. 
Ko people that has this idea is really subdued. Yon make me 
laugh when you say that these men are 50,000 enemies of the 
Queen, Naples is a country of intriguers, who change with every 
wind ; you exaggerate their hatred of the Queen i yon do not 
know mankiijd. There are not twenty people who hate her as 
much as you think, and there are not twenty people who would 
not yield to one of her smUes, to one of her advances. What a 
nation most hates is another nation. Tour 50,000 men all hate 
the i'renuh. Time, prudence, and family alHances, can alone 
bring them together. You raise 50,000 rnen, and make them 
think themselves necessary ; this is to put yourself in a false posi- 
tion and to spoil your conquest. 
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Neithei" am I satisfied with the maimer in which you have 
d}fltiihutod your regiments in Calabria. The let and 42nd liave 
iiiffered much ; they are reduced to one-half. Yon have sent 
thithei five regiments of foot ; they would he Bufiioient if they 
were backed at three days' march by 2500 men, and at another 
tivn dajs' march by 2500 more. I Lave esplained to you how 
the lules of war reijuire this to be done. I am mny not to see 
Masafina auffioiently strong, and in the course of reoeiTing rein- 
forcements, for the English have certainly added to their strength 
at the lower end of Calabria. You seem to have too many troops 
everywhere. Your reserve woidd be very well if it were half 
wEij between Naples and Cassano. The number of troops that 
you maintain at Naples is absurd. The enemy will never land 
before that city. He will he no more anxious than you are to 
bury himself in a great town without having beaten the army of 
observation. There ought to be a brigade two leagues from 
Naples, so that it can be there in the course of four honrs. You 
had not enough calvary in the camp of St. Euphemia ; it would 
have done wondera there. You have too large a force at Gaeta, 
in the Abruzzij and in Puglia. The art of war is to dispose your 
troops so that they may be everywhere at once. For instance, 
you have placed nearly 3000 men in Puglia ; three quarters of 
these troops should be stationed so that they can in one or two 
days return to Gaeta, or march on Naples. I would undertake 
to have an army less by half than yours, and still to have a 
greater force at Cassano, at Gaeta, if necessary in the Abruzzi, 
and in Puglia. 

I beseech you not to read this without attention. The art 
of distributing troops i& the great art of war. Place fieui al- 
ways in euoh a manner, that whatever the enemy may do you may 
be able to have your forces united within a few days. Want of 
acquaintance with this first principle in war caused Eeynier's mis- 
fortunes, and makes yon feel uneasy while you have an abundance 
of troops. So long aa yon do not make it a maxim to have de- 
potB in the forts of Naples, two regiments of calvary and one of 
infantry at the gates (you may employ at Naples the Neapolitans 
whom you have already at Capua and elsewhere), you will always 
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feel the want of troops. An army would Eot suffice to guard 
your oapital; and jet two battalions would be enough if the 
people were accustomed to no more. 

I observe in your returns 1200 men of the guard; are these 
Italians or French ? You have never spoken of them to me. 
Do not derange the cadres of xaj regiments without my knowing 
anything of it. If you had consulted mo, I should have told 
you that it is needless to spend so much on your guard. I see 
that your rogimente of cavalry are very weak; if you withdraw 
men from them for your guard, all order and all regularity of 
accounts will be lost. You ought to have made my Minister of 
War report to mo on the subject and propose to me a decree ; I 
should have done what was right. If from the li regi 
which you have you take the best nji,n for youi guird I ah ill e 
by having no army in N plos 

All that you tell me f the money tattered by the Engl his 
mntrue. I have not been taLen m I am well usud to rumouis 
of this kind. All that is said cf the pi ndering bv the Ei glish 
is equally false. My old experience tella me mere than all the 
reports which can bo ^iven to mt If you leally mu'ft have 
4000 Neapolitans at Naples* so be it ! ut then hive j o mort, 
and select for this service fatheia of familii, very cowirdly, vtry 
old, who are just fit to protect the house when there is a cry of 
thieves. To do otherwise would be to prepare for yourself great 
misfortunes. The revolt has not gained ground because the 
English have not advanced into the interior; they were afraid 
of losing their soldiers through the great heats among the moun- 
tains, of being cut off, and of suffering some great check. 

You have far too many generals; I can but repeat to you 
that yon may send back as many as you please. You have at 
Naples regiments which will be useless from the manner in which 
they are employed. 

Pools will tell you that cavalry are of no use in Calabria ; if 
this is the case, they are of no use anywhera If Eeynier had 
had 1200 horse, and had managed them properly, he would have 
inflicted severe injury on the English, particularly if he had had 
dragoons, as they carry guns and can fight on foot ; but your 
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dragoons are dispersed, aad therefore uaeleaa. You have five 
regiments of dragoons all scattered abroad ; you onglit to collect 
tbem and form them into a reserve, with four pieces of light field 
artillery. These 3000 men, who would be ahle to march 30 
leagues in two days, eould be directed on Naples, or on any other 
point which might be threatened. Of what use are 3000 isolated 
dragoons, who do nothing for you, and forget that they are 
dragoons ? 2000 or 3000 dragoons, posted 40 leagues from 
Naples, on the road towards Cassano and St. Buphemia, would 
have arrived there at the same time witi Eeynier. I tell you 
again, keep your dragoons together ; give them four or six pieces 
of light artillery as well as guns and cartridges. Treat them aa 
infantry, and organise them so as to move rapidly. Between 
C tssano and Naples there are 60 leagues. If you post brigades 
of these dragoons en iehelon, in 36 hours they might reach 
cither Naples or Cassano, By keeping them under the orders of 
1 single commander, who would put them every day through 
thill foot exercises, you would make them into excellent infan- 
try. 

There remains one thing for me to tell you: form Neapolitan 
regiments, but not too many of them. Of what use would they 
he to you if I were beaten on the Isonao ? In all your operar 
tions, both civil and military, steer by this possibility, as if it 
were your pole-atar : all your proceedings should have reference 
to it, I only laughed at your fears for Naples during the late 
events; and although. I saw that the army was extremely ill- 
placed, I felt that, when the danger came, instinct would teach 
you to make a better distribution. The only results were the 
loss of a few men, some trifling landings of the enemy, and pai'- 
tial failures. But it would be otherwise if I were at war, and if 
I were beaten on tbe Isonao. Tou must not think that every 
Neapolitan regiment which you create increases your strength. 
From the time that you oblige me to send you money, I shall 
be able neither to raise troops nor to regulate ray expenditure. 

I flatter myself that you have nothing to fear at present ; you 
will be King of Naples and Sicily. But you must weigh 
seriously all your measures. Whenever you sign a document, do 
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you ask yourself, " Would the effect of this be good if the French 
army were driven tack to Alexandria?" If you are not pene- 
trated with this idea, you will not reign long, and yon prepare 
misfortunes for yourself and for all the Heapolitans who may join 
your cause. What sort of troops ought you to have? I say 
Corsicans, who will get oa better in ^Naples than in France, because 
they will agree better witK tie Neapolitans than with the French ; 
as many Swiss as you like — they are good and faithful soldiers ; 
perhaps a few German regiments from Hesse Darmstadt, or from 
the other states of my German Confederation : also a few Neapoli- 
tans, but introduced gradually, almost imperceptibly, and ehoaen 
from among the mea wko have served in France, and who formed 
part of the army of reserve in the eighth year of the Republic, 
and who have since thea been put to the proof; aJl others would 
fail you. If Italy were once to raise the cry, " Drive the bar- 
barians beyond the Alps I " all your army would abandon you. 
I wish you to consult me upon all such important matters. It will 
not do to say that you would tske refuge in. my camp. An 
exiled, vagrant King is a contemptible being. In a short time I 
shall consolidate my system in sueb a manner as to spare you a 
number of French suf&cient, with your royal army of Corsicans, 
Swiss, and Neapolitans, to enable you to weather any storm. 

It is of equal importance that you should recall all the diplo- 
matio agents appointed by the late dynasty. It ia not right to 
leave them at their posts ; they betray you everywhere ; and, 
indeed, it is impossible for an honest man to change Ms colours 
between morning and evening. Tou have several consuls who 
make a very bad figure. 

The month of August is drawing to a close; in four weeks' 
time, towards the 15th. of September, the weather will become 
good ; at the end of October all your sick will recover. 

The time for action for the French in Naples is from October 
to June. 
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[3I6.J Naw>i,eok to JosRFir. 

St. Clourt, Aug. 10,1800. 

My Brother,— Some of your regiments have detachments at 
Gaeta, at Naples, in tte Abruzzi, and in Galafcria. The conse- 
:[uence is, that no proper accounts are kept, and that there is 
oeither order nor esprit- de-corps. Your first care should he 
to keep togetlier the battalions, othei-wise you will have no army. 
Tou should attend to this every day; I do so myself every 
morning. 

[17] NapoLTjN T) JoaEPii, 

St Cloud, Aug. 13, 1800. 

My Bioiher, — Mi EosS illness delays the negotiations. 
The Grenville party, which i-i m the ascendant, appears little in- 
tlmcd to peice I hive just heird that Mr, Fox has nndergone 
m operation, which will prevent for some time his taking a part 
m cibmet councils But tliia operation saves his life. The 
Kii 5 ot Prussia has acknowledged you King of the Two Sicilies, 
md h-iB appointed M Humboldt to be his Minister at your 
court. M. Humboldt has already started. If, as the King 
supposes, you do not choose to send a Minister to Prussia, you 
may give credentials to M. Laforest. Tou have been recognised 
by Austria, and also by Eussia in the secret articles of her ti'caty 
You are, therefore, acknowledged by nearly all the powers in 
Europe. 

You are aware tliat I jjo longer recognise a German Empire. 
The Emperor has himself relinquished his title, and keeps only 
that of Emperor of Austria^ The German princes, united under 
the name of the Confederation of the Rhine, hold at Frankfort 
an assembly composed of two colleges, over which the High Chan- 
cellor of the Empire is President ; I have reserved to myaeif the 
right of appointing this functionary. I have assumed the title 
of Protector of the Confederation. 

I told you that I tad formed all the available troops in your 
depots into eight battalions. These eight battalions, forming in 
all a force of more than 5000 men, are marching towards An- 
cona, and will soon be directed on Maples; they will repair the 
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losses in jour anaj. You will gain 6000 more i 
of October and !NoTeniber by the cessation 
your troops. I think that you -would do well to leave a largo 
army in Calahria, that you may be able to occupy yourself 
seriously with the Sicilian expedition. You must, I ttink, feel 
the importance of my advice respecting the use to be made of 
your dragoons by placing them haK way between Naples and Ca- 
labria. Counting the 5000 or 6000 men who will be sent to you 
from your depots, yoTi_ will undoubtedly have an army of more 
than 40,000 men; 20,000 should be kept in Calabria between 
Eeggio and C^saao, and 20,000 between Cassano and Naples. 
I have just called out 50,000 conscripts; they will join in the 
course of October. All the divisions of your army are to have 
considerable reinforcements from them. Yon will bo able also to 
obtain assistance in tho month of September from your depftts, 
which will at that time be joined by the invalids left by your 
army in the kingdom of Italy. You will find that the dis- 
couragement of your troops produced by the great heat is easily 
cured in Italy by the rctura of the eool season ; the influence of 
weather is incalculable. 

You must leave General Reynier at Reggio, at the head of a 
strong division. Tou should have three divisions in Calabria, 
commanded each by one general of division and by at least two 
brigadiers. You should send to Calabria neither Poles nor 
Italians, nor perhaps the 1st and 42nd of the line, who appear to 
have suffered a great deal at St, Euphemia, You had better 
recall them to Naples, whence they might even be seat back to 
France, if it be true that they have suffered so much, and I will 
replace thom by two other regiments of light infantry. You 
have a battalion of the regiment of Latour d'Auvergne, which I 
Vfish to keep in the kingdom of Naples. The other two batta- 
lions, whose strength is 2000 men, are at Genoa; I shall order 
them likewise to proceed to Naples. 

I advise you to spend an hour every morning in reading your 
returns, in order that you may know the position of every part 
of your army, and that you may recall the portions which are 
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scattered right and left, so aa to keep your troops togctlier, for 
ollierniBe you cannot be said to tave an army. 

[318.] NAroLHON TO Joseph. 

St. OIouJ, Aug. IC, 1&08. 

My Brother, — I enclose to you Greneral Charpentier's notes 
on the formation of General Leraarrois' corps. I ha^e ordered 
the 1st brigade, nnder the command of General Tisson, to pro- 
ceed to Pesoara. I expect it to arrive there by the lat of 
September. In this case, allow them to rest for some time at 
Peseara, and do not oblige them to rejoin their divisions, espe- 
cially those which are in Calabria, or they will all go to the 
hospitals. If, howeyer, you are in want of them, as this brigade 
is well trained and in good order, you may send for them to 
Naples ; but let them take short marches ; keep them away from 
their regiments, particularly from those in Calabria, till October. 
As soon as they have joined their regiments, take care to send all 
the of&cers and non-commissioned officers back to their depots in 
the kingdom of Italy, that they may superintend the training and 
clothing of the conscripts whom I shall send to them Success 
in war is not obtained by having a, great many troops, but by 
their being well organised and well diBOiplmcd. Ton must see 
how much yon gain by my sending you m this manner a body of 
5000 men, who form a reserve even befme they lie incorporated, 
instead of sending them to you in small detjLhmenta, which would 
only have filled your hospitals. 

I do not yet put the 2nd half-brigade at youi di'tpoial, because 
I must hold the Eoman States in check, and I h'lte no other 
troops to send thither ; for the dep6ts, as you will see by the 
returns which I enclose, contain only men unfit for semce. Above 
all, I beg you te send back to the depots all the officers and non- 
commissioned of&cers, for I intend your 14 depute to form for me 
a reserve of 14,000 men, to be employed in reinforcing your 
regiments, or otherwise, according to circumstances. By this 
means, when your regiments are all completed on a war footing, 
your ai-my will consist of 45,000 men fit for action. You must 
see that, if I paid less attention to my army, large as it is, it 
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would not be sufficient for my wants. You. tave just now a great 
Biiin!)er of invalids ; they will all leave tte hospitais in October. 
Take care of your arms ; they are not abundant oven in France. 
Form your Neapolitan regiments by degrees. You want good 
aoldiera, and not troops that will revolt or run. You see that I 
am in no turry for my Italian army ; I have as yet formed only 
its nucleus. It is true that I have in France three exeeilent and 
well-trained Italian regiments ; but still they are not equal to 
your old French regiments. 



[319,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Uauibonlllet^ Aug. IT, 1808, 

My Brother, — No one speaks ill of Geneval Mathieu Dumas* 
to me ; and since you do not suppose him to be a great warrior, 
I agree with you in your estimate of his integrity and good 
oharaoter. All I feared was, that you relied on his military 
talents. Thus with a word of explanation you have reconciled 
me to him. I should like very much to hear of a revolt of the 
Neapolitan populace. You will never bo their master till you 
have made an example of thera. Every conc[iiered country must 
have its revolt. I should see Naples in revolt as a father sees Ma 
children in the small-pox ; the crisis is salutary, provided it does 
not too much weaken the constitution. It is for this reason that 
your forts should be armed and provisioned. The part of yonr 
hiugdom whioh ia nearest to attaining a state of tranquillity, if 
you would but execute strict justice, is Calabria, 

I am spending a week at Eambouillet, I urge the conscrip- 
tion in every direction, and send nearly half the conscripts to 
my depots for the armies of Naples and Italy, Take care of 
your muskets ; before the end of November 4000 or 5000 men 
will come out of your hospitals ; and if their regiments have 
not paid proper attention to their muskets you will experience 

• Joseph, -who was always faithful fo Lis friemja, in answer to Napoleon's 
BioeTS respecting General Dumas, s^d that Dumas waa abused to tlie Em- 
peror becauss he was an tonest man, but admitted that Iia was not a great 
general. — Tr, 
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a great scarcity of them. The negotiations with Knglaud coii- 
tiaue to languish. I can tell you. no more about them than you 
■will see ia the ' Moniteur.' Lord Yarmouth is recalled, and 
Lord Lauderdale remains ia sole charge; hut tkey have already 
gone heyond the question of Sicily,* for upon that poiat I would 
listen to no compromise. Whether the result be peace or war, 
Naples and Sicily shall he yours. 

[220.] Napouson to JoaBPH, 

Raiiilionmet,Aiig.ie, leOfi, 

My Brother, — The 1st regiment of tho line, one of the best 
in the army, is at Pescara, whore it is of no use ; call it to 
Naples without delay. Since it ia already inured to the climate, 
it is better that this regiment should march the distance from 
Pescara to Naples than the 4 battalions of the brigade of General 
Tisson. If, however, circumstances should oblige you to more 
General Tiason's brigade to Naples, I shall order the brigade of 
General Laplanche Morti^res, also consisting of 4 battalions, 
whieli I am now sending to Ancona, to proceed to Pescara. See 
what it is to distribute troops properly, and consider the good 
wHeh the Ist regiment might have done in the diroetioa of 
Cosenza. Certtunly it is of very doubtful utility at Pescara. The 
division in the Abrurai lias had no pay for five months. 

[221,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Eainbouillet, Ang. 30. JS06. 

My Brother, — I have authorised Generals D^don and Cam- 
prfidon to enter your service. These aie two good selections. 
As to Bosderer, I do not think him a great financier ; I believe 
that you have too much confidence in him. He is too restless to 
be a good administrator, and perhaps, indeed, to be steady in his 
attachments. Take him, bnt remember that I have warned you. 



*Thia waB not 


asaofly true. 




hy 


tlie 


English n^otaators 


was, to admit 


that the qnesHoD of Sidly might 


bee 


011- 


sidcred, provided ai 


I eqmvalant we 


ce ofifeced to the King of Sicily am 


ivol 


ini- 


taiily accepted by li 


im,-TH. 









jiGoogle 



192 ^''^^ 

I bolieve that you will repent. Ton arc a yoimg man, and nature 
has made you too kind ; we must not always judge by our ira.- 
preaaions, but look to what men have already done ; bowever, 
I will say no mote, because it ia come to my knowledge tbat my 
1 tt rs ha e been seen hy several persona. What I tell you ia 
t n my letters have been quoted in Paris, and I have reeog- 
D d my owu expressions; as you write to me with your own 
h d n ther person ought to read my letters — you should keep 
th m und lock and key. You are justly reproached with talk- 
ing too much of your affairs, and to too many people. Dfidoa is 
an honest man, and so is Oampredon, I fancy tbat you are sure 
of their consent. Tou may state generally that I shall see with 
pleasure the officers of my troops enter your service, and that 
their places will be restored to them if they shoiild be forced to 
leave you. It would be well if you could attach Masa6na ; for 
though he has not great military talents, you may want him as a 
man of eaergy. 

[222.] Napoi^eon to Josefh. 

Eambouilkf, Aug. 20. 1800. 

My Brother, — The Minister of War has sent me a return, 
received from the chief of your staff, of the new organisation of 
the ai-my of Naples, I perceJTe that there is only one of th^ 
battaJions of the 14th regiment of light infantry in Calabria; so 
much the worse ; bring the two together, neyer separate your 
battalions if it can be avoided. I see that you keep in Calabria 
the let light infantry, and the 42nd;* this is wrong; you 
should recall them to Naples, encourage them yourself, and take 
particular care of them. Polish infantry ip not suited to such 
severe mountain expeditions ; bring it baflk and station it at 
Naples, or at Taranto, or in the Abruz^i. I observe with regret 
that the light cavalry and the dragoons have been mixed : they 
are not the same awn. Moreover, a regiment of dragoons thus 
isolated can do nothing ; assembled in bodies of 2000 men, and 

■egimenta tliat first tumci tlitir "backs and flecl at MaMa 
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capable, as they are, of manosuYring well on foot, they would be 
very useful to you. To find the 1st regiment of the line in the 
Ahruazi is enough to make one swear. It ia one of your best regi- 
ments. The 24th dragoo I u 1 th Th 1 t bat- 
taUou of the 3rd Italia g t f th 1 
Italian chasseurs, would J uih t th Tli 
regiment of the line, and th N p bt 1 g aa 
PugHa. You can withdr w th 6th h oenr f m 
of Naples. Yott will flad nn x d tli b, t b t 
of your army, in order to th t S ly 1 1 1 
everything. Besides the 000 m wt ml nd 
your dep6ts, the battalion tth gmtfLt d^. rgne, 
wbich ia on its way to Gacta, the Polish laneera, and tLi Swiss 
battalion, which has reaoteil Pescara from Ancona, you will soon 
receive the 2nd and 3rd battalions of the regiment of Latonr 
d'Anvergne, consisting of 1000 men each, which are at present at 
Genoa, as well as the Swiss battalion, which is in Corsica, and which 
ia to land at Piombino, to proceed from thence to Civita Vecchia. 
Whon once the army is thus placed, not one disembarkation will 
be effected in Calabria, and you will be able to do what is most 
important, to punish tbo brigands severely. You will do well, 
when you put the Poles into Naples, to place there General Dom- 
browski, which will give yeu a greater hold upon them. You are 
not in want of generals, but one brigadier is sufficient in tte 
Abnizzi ; his first dwty is to guard Pescara, and to collect there 
ammunition and victuals for a month. It would, however, be as 
easy to snccour Pescara from Aneona or Eimini as from Naples. 
I have given orders to this effect to Lemarrois. The general in 
command at Pescara must correspond with him by signals, and by 
small poats of cavalry keeping up a constant oommunicatioa. At 
present everything depends upon Calabria: all the world should 
see that you are established there in a manner not to be shaken. 
This wOi encourage tlie army, will exorcise an influence upon 
SicUy, and even upon the course of negotiations. Put the Corsican 
legion under a Corsican. 
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; AHHY OF NAPLES 



AdvaiLced guard of tlio army of Sicily : — 
JFirsi division — General Rcjnier, Commander. 

The 14th and 23rd light infamty, the 20th aud 62ad of the 
line, and the 6th chasseurs. 

Second division — General Verdicr, Oomuiander. 

The Corsican legion, the 22nd light infantry, the 10th and 
20tli of the line, and the 4th chasseius, 

(Third division — roscr¥e-— General Gardanne, Commander. 
The 1st Neapolitan light infantry, the 101st and 102nd of 
the line, and the 14th chasseurs. 

These three divisions under the order of a marshal. 
The firat placed at Beggio, and fi'om St. Euphemia as far as 
the port of Oatanzaro. 

The second at Cosenza and beyond Ootrona. 

The third at Cassano as fax as the borders of Calabria. 

Seserve of dragoons — General iVIerinet, Oommandei". 

The 7th, 23rd, 24th, 28th, 29th, and 30th, forming three 
brigades, eaoh commanded by a general of division, placed 
according to the nature of the ground as far as the bor- 
ders of Calabria, eaoh brigade having 2 guns and a de- 
tachment of light infantry. For this purpose the battalion 
of the 32nd light infantry is to be put at the disposal of 
the commander of the reserve. 

AH the dismounted dragoons at Naples or anywhere else are 
to rejoin, Care must be taken that all the dragoons have their 
arras and 50 cartridges, and that the farriers have their utensils, 
and that the men are frequently exercised on foot^ 
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By meana of tl.eae diapositions the adyanee of tte 2000 or 
3000 dragoons miglit reach. Oassano by a forced march, of a day 
and a half, and the brigades in iehdons would arrive with 8 houra 
interval between each. If they retreated they could march on 
Salerno and Naples ; moving to the right, they would reach the 
coast and destroy any troopa that attempted to land. Lastly, if 
required, by moving to the right they would occupy Matera and 
Puglia. 

At Salerno would be placed a division under the ordera of 
General Grirardon, composed of the 6th and 62nd of the line, 
the 2nd Italian infantry, and the guard both horae and foot. 
'Xhis corps must be placed so as to be able to unite and 
manffluvre. 

Two houra diatance from Naples should be placed another 
division under the ordera of General Bspagne, composed of the 
1st and 42d of the line, and the lat light infantry. A good 
position must be chosen, and, if there be wood, they may bo 



In Naples should be placed the Poles, the 1st Neapolitan 
regiment, the Swiss battalion whioh is now in Calabria, those 
which are to come from Anoona and Corsica {in order that all 
that regiment may be reorganised), and the 9th and 25th 
chaascurs. 

At Gfaeta should be placed the black pioneers and the batta- 
lion of the Tour d'Auvergne : in the neighbourhood the Polish 
TJhlana. 

At Pescara and in the Abruzri the 3rd Italian regiment of 
the line and the Royal Italian chasseurs. 

In Puglia the 5th Italian regiment of the line, the Napoleon 
dragoons, and the lat regiment of Neapolitan cha^eurs. 

A communication should be established between Taranto and 
Oasaano. The genera] depot of the army should be at Capua : 
each regiment should send thither a captain, 2 lieutenants, and 
3 sergeants. 

All the sick, on quitting the hospitals, should join there ; 14 
quarters must be assigned to the 14 regiments respectively. The 
sick will rest there a fortnight ; they will rejoin the army only 
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by clatachmeiita of 100, so tliat tlioro may be no ancmbodied men 
on the roads, and that men may not get to the end of Calabria, 
01-clothed, unarmed, and half sick. Each detaehment will be 
conducted by fin officer, and his route will be given by the 
8ta£ They will be supplied with wine and white bread, follow- 
ing my example on the Adda, ao that no maa will be a 



endangered. 
The army will communicate with the dep6t8 in Italy by way 



of Capi 



Thia disposition of the army of Naples shews that there 
are rather too many troops by one-third than too few. The 
enemy landing with even 30,000 men would not land with 
impunity. 

The King should never sleep in Naples till the peace. His 
right position seems to be Sarlerno. If he were to reside even at 
Caserto or at Portici, Naples would be easily feept quiet by 2 
pieces of cannon and a regiment of cavalry. The general who 
commands in the Terra di Lavoro must correspond by pickets 
with General Duheame, in order to have his assistance if uecea- 
sary. For the Bame purpose the general who commands in the 
Abruzzi and at Pescara must communicate with Ancona by 
pickets and signals. If an English squadron were to present 
itself before Naples, and to attempt a bombardment, an attack 
on the forts, or an insurrection, the Swiss and Neapolitan troops 
would be immediately assisted by the division encamped at 2 
hours distance ; 24 hours after, all the oamp from Salerno might 
be there, and the reserve of dragoons might arrive during the 
night. At the same time all the cavalry in G-aeta and the part 
of the garrison which can be spared would set out. At Capua 
would be immediately found 3000 cavalry, 4000 men belonging 
to different troops, and 6 good French regiments of infantry, 
making altogether more than 15,000 men. Lastly, if the attack 
appeared to be serious, the reserve itself of the army of Sicily 
might set out from Oasaano, and in 6 or 7 days of good marching 
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might reinforce the ai'my of Naples. But thia seems an impossible 
HuppoaitioH. What enemy woald be msid enough to laucl in the 
capital, not haying the forts, or between Salerno and Gaota, 
haying Capua on his left ? Wonld he go to Taranto ? The re- 
serve from Caasano would be there immediately. All along the 
coasts there are small forts where 200 men eould maintain them- 
selves, as we see in Regglo and Scylla, where it seems that a email 
mmiber of men has held out for more than a month. As to 
Gaeta, we must act decidedly ; it has this inconvenience, that m 
an enemy's hands it stops the communications with Rome. If 
the port will not hold ships of war, the fortificatioas should be 
demolished, and the guns carried to Capua, but the citadel 
should be left, so that 400 or 500 men occupying it may prevent 
the enemy from wishing to seize the isthmus. 

By means of the 6000 men who, when this letter is received, 
are entering Pesoaia, each battalion on service will have more 
than 1000 men effective The Italian depfits of dragoons are 
V ry strong the 28rd and 24th have more than 400 men 
lespectively The King of Niples may keep these 2 regiments, 
1 ufc m the wintei it wonld be proper to send back the 2 first 
6)Ualrons belonging to the depot. This is not pressing at 
I lesent 

The di'-positions which have been sketched appear to have 
thci advantages The know ledge of them will alarm the enemy, 
who Will see thit we nie thmkuig seriously of Sicily. The troops 
will ri,cov(,i the r spirits becjuae they will feel that they aro 
^tifng md muted To repress little partial insurrections, 
Keipolitm Corsicaug and Itilians should be employed. In 
hu h kirm hes aie 1 &t many good men who ought to be re- 
spived for moie important purposes. The batteries of Kcggio 
a d ^cylla should be repaired and those points fortified, in order 
that, it the army should be forced to fall back on Naples, they 
may defend the batteries for a long time. 
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My Brother, — I taye received y up 1 tt f th 8tii f 
August, together with a retuuit by which I th t th 10th f 
the line is reported as having 58 men o t f th g t f 

Naples; the 52nd 145; the 101st, 15 d th 1 t JS p bt 

m t ("68, You must order them t j d t hm t 

d t k the greatest care to keep your m t mbl d 1 

a unt y 1 ke Naples they would becom catte I co 1 g t 

the fan y ot the commandants of forts, d y uld I g 

hen rmy. There is too much inf t y t N jl d 

gen at f cavalry ia Jiot enough. P y wl t i m f 1! 
your cavalry ? I think it likely that th E liah h- y h tik 
Keggio and Scylla, and may have fortiii J th m I f 

them. It is also possible that, when th y J m w wh t 
the strength of Marshal Massfina, they m y 11 t th f 
I therefore wish you to have sufficient t j hi to g t 

his asdstanee if necessary. When Is thty kp h 
fine regiment as the 1st of the line at P I think t p 

sible that you may have others lyi dl tow d T t 
Whatever you may say, yoa have nea ly 40 000 m t 

the Neapolitans. You have 6000 caval y b t th tt d 

and disorganised, and not placed as thiy ht t 1 It f 
paramount importance to the saooess of th g t t th t th 
English should be driven from Keggio 1 S yll d th t tt 
preparations for landing should be recomm 1. Att mpt f 
the enemy upon the coast of Pescara o f T t will d 
nothing: alt they can do is to oudeavou t I t d tl t ty 
of Calabria. You must therefore k p y ui t 1 tw 

Naples and Calabria ; in future this sho H b y h f bj t 

I have not yet received a report on Ga t jl t [1 

from which I may learn the state ft ts h b h w 

everything win soon change iu your fay A t m will to 

the vigour and spirits of your soldier y lu Id will 

cover; the roughness of the sea will t tl E gl h to 1 

more careful, and will add to the diffi Ity f th \ \ 
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Lastly, I Bend to you a considerable reinforcement, since your 
different regiments will receife altogether nearly 5000 men. 

If you do not establish as a principle that the enemy wiil not 
attack in force any point by the occupation of which they 
get nothing, if you insist upon guarding every point, you will do 
notMag. Assemble all your dragoons and form them into a 
roserye. Take pleasure, if you can, iu reading your returns. 
The good condition of my armies is owing to my devoting to 
tliem 2 or 3 hours in every day. When the monthly returns of 
my armies and of my fleets, which form 20 ihiolc volumes, are 
sent to me, I give up every otlier occupation in order to read 
them in detail and to observe the difference between one monthly 
i-eturn and aaother. No young girl enjoys her novel so much as 
I do these returns. It shocks me to see your corps Beattored in 
different proviaees. Your 3rd and 4th battalions are in Italy 
well organised; yoar 1st and 2nd battalions ought to be brought 
well together. You should immediately issue an order to the 
different detachments to rejoin their regiments. I am im- 
patiently waiting to hear whetlier Beggio and Scylla have been 
able to resist for so long a time. I have sent to you nearly 
5000 men from your depots. I cannot send you as many more 
before the month of February, if, indeed, you should req^uire 
them. I again beg you to send back the officers and non-oom- 
miasioned officers of the 8 provincial battalions which I have sent 
to you. Several battalions belonging to your depots in the 
kingdom of Italy are without their majors. I do cot tnow the 
cause of this. 

You have 14 French regimeats ; choose from among them 4 
of those which are in the best heart, and place them between St. 
Euphemia and Reggio ; place 4 eciually good regiments between 
Cosenza and Caseano. Form these 8 regiments into 2 divisions [ 
call them the advanced guard of the army of Sicily. Form the 
lemimmg 6 French regiments into 2 divisions, 3 regiments in 
eich to be ihua disposed: one division at half a day's march 
&om Naples and the other at 2 days' march from Naples, oa the 
load to Calabiia A Id to each of these divisions a regiment of 
cavalry and some artillery. Then bring together all youi' 
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regiments of dragoons, coneiBting of 2000 or 3000 men; place 
them betwean Lagonegro and Naples, forming them into 3 
brigades of 2 regiments each, at one day's mareh tlie one from 
the other. Take caje that these men are often exercised on foot. 
With respect to the garrisons of Naples, of the islands, of Pes- 
cai-a, of Gafita, of Oapua, and of Taraato, place there your Poles, 
the Italians, the Neapolitana, the Corsioans, and the Swiss. The 
ausiliaiy troops whom you have for the purpose of keeping 
Taranto may, if necessary, he directed on Oassauo, and in the 
same way those who are at Oassano may go to Taranto. As soon 
as your troops are collected they will believe in their own 
strength. That belief will spread throughout the kingdom and 
will have more influence than even the appearance of the troops. 
What is wanted for our general policy is, that yoa should be 
master of Keggio aad of Scylla as soon as possible, I think that 
the 1st light infantry and the 42nd should return towards Naples. 



[S24.] NafOTSOT to JoBEI^i. 

Eaintrtralllct, Auk. 21. ISIiC. 

My Brother, — I have reeoivcd your letter of the 12th of 
August, containing the details of the capture and pillage of the 
town of Lauria.* Be sure to order that all the rebellious 
villages near Euphemia esperieace the same fate; and above all 
seize the chiefe. In the of&cial report circulatecl by the English 
on the Continent they assert that they wore but 5000 against 
General Eoynier. If this be true, it is very extraordinary, 
and shows what sort of troops the Erench are, and how much 
they require to bo well led, supported, and encouraged. All 
the dep6t8 in Italy send to the battalions in the field their 
disposable clothing; I have written to tell you to make a dopSt 
for it at Capua. Send thither ail the clothing; much of it 
requires to be made up. I enclose you a statement of what 
has already been seat, and of the stock of linen, shoes, and 
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Pescara appears to be in the worst possible state ; send thither 
an arl.illery officer, with a small sura of raonej, to repaii' the gun- 
carriages, and to re-establish a suffioient numhcr of batteries to 
ai'ia the bastions, and to ensure the place from being caiTied by 
assault. It seems that Keggio surrendered on the 10th of July. 
The battle of St. Euphemia took place on the 4th, consequently 
Eeggio surrendered 6 days afterwards. I caBnot imagine how 
troops can have been left in a post so defenoeless — ^for the enemy 
did not even batter it. 



C 325.]— Extract f.-om a letter from JoaiiPii to Napot.eos, dated ilie IStli 
August, 1806. 

" I remain here till your Majesty's birthday, on which I wish 
you joy. I hope that you may receive with some little pleasure 
this expression of my affection. The glorious Emperor will 
nerer replace to me the Napoleone whom I so much loved, and 
whom I hope to find again, as I knew ^im 20 years ago, if we are 
to meet in the Elysian Fields."* 

[ 220.] NapoI-HON to JoSIiPH. 

Eambonlllet, Aug. B3, ISOB, 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 13th of 
August. I am sorry that you think that you will find your 
brother again only in the Elyaian Fields. It is natural that at 
40 he should not feci towards you as he did at 12 ; but his foei- 
inge towards you have greater truth and strength; his friendship 
has the features of his mind. 

These disembarhmonts of Neapolitan troops in Calabria are 
of no consequence. They are feeble attempts, and the cool 
season, which is approaching, will enable my troops to treat the 
invaders as they deserve, and to pursue them in every direction. 

The brigade of General Tisson ought to have arrived at Pes- 
cara. Tou have a right to dispose of it as you think fit, as it is 

* This estratt is infrodiiued iu ordtr tu maliS tlia lie .t letter iutelligiblc. 
— Tr. 

Yoi.. I.— 9* 
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OE the territory occupied by your army. Tou may eitKer dismiss 
or retain Geueral Tisson; but send back the officers and non- 
commiseioned of&cers of the battalions as soon as the men have 
joined thoir different regiments. 

The brigade of General Laplanche Morti^rcs is also on its 
way to Naples. You must have received the Swiss battalion 
which was at Ancona, and that of Latour d'Auvergne which 
was at Civita Veccbia. The 2ud battalion of Latour d'Au- 
vergno is on its way, as well aa another Swiss battalion from 
Corsica; thus in September and October the number of your 
troops present under arms will be naorciscd to moie than 45 OUO 
I Jtiave raised 50,000 men in Franci and I shall divi le half ot 
them between your depftts and tbc=e f the irmj of I)ilmj,t i 

[337.] K4FOI.E0H K Joseph 

My Brother, — I have received youi lettei of the 18th jf 
August.* I have sent no geneiala to vour army I do not 
know what you mean when you mentiun Geneiil Marchand. 
You may send back as many generals ind ifficers as yow like, 
it will diminish your expense, and give me pleasure 

The treaty with Eussia was ti be ratified n the 15th I 
hear that the latiflcationa are s on to bi, exchanged I tell jou 
this, because doubts have been expri^ed as to the i-ititiLaton 
You must not, however, make it jublic The Fnghih appear 
to be much divided as to peace thoy have sh wn great contempt 
for King Ferdinand and Queen Caroline bieil^ seems to be 
yielded, but there are other ob"iiclea which render doubtful the 
issue of tho negotiations. 

r 338.] Nafoleo:* to Jobefh. 

Bt. Oloiiil, Aug. 23, 1606. 

My Brother, — " JJe Veteran," commanded by JerOme, 
anchored two days ago in the bay of Laforet near Quimper : she 
was separated from her squadron 25 days ago by a storm. This 

* Josepli enid that lie heard that Oenerftl Marehawd was coming to him, 
and added tiiat he had abeadj more generals than he wanted. — Th. 
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news came by the telegraph., which at the same time tells e 
Jerdme ia well : as yet there are no further details.* 



[329.] Iv J 

My Broth —1 It d y ! tte f tt IJth f 

AugiiatL It y mi t t th t h Id se I to my 

MiniBter of ^^ t f tl fli m d 

officers, and H whm h t! fmthdft t 

regiments ofth myiNpl tfrnyu d y. 

must not pay y g d h hly I 1 m t 

necessary ezp Ifmg IpYi, yg Imybjt 

is to furnish Jb i i 5000 t bUUO m t f my 

numerous army Y d tit diff t 1 rp 

Treat your gua d 1 ttl b tt th th t p t th 1 b t 
not mucli bett I t Ij h d th tl t j li uld m 
only between 1 000 d 15 000 f th m 1 1 f N jl th 
50,000. Itiafytddj y wff bty 

should never 1 ight f tb If w w d t t d th 

Isonao, and th my w Ml wh li d w Id these 

men take ? 

Your 8w ■nm t wU m y uit 

Place tieir dptmOp thy will b j d by th b t- 
talion which i Th 1 tt b th 1 d f Elb 

will also join imm dttl^I i fth[ t 

which have b tktht mtwll tf 

4000 men. 

I rejoice at tb 1 f th fi t w 11 to 

your troops 1 y 1 ! Tli g t t t 

slowly; their ss d btfiil 

* The entfa f thi essel fii m 11 p f eaa, ess 

CJiiimper, tjad ro 1 toscpaA mu il K th aq ladr oe 

of the exploits h F li vj -— E 
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My Brother, — lu order to put an ead to all discusaion, I 
Lave published a decree fixbg what eaot regiment ia to furnish 
for your guard. In this way no regiment will be too mueh 
weakened, 

[231.] Napoi,I»N to JOSEPil. 

SI. Ciouil, A;ig. 30, 1S06. 

My Brother, — The French garrison of Ee^io, composed of 
680 men, has just arrived at Genoa. I have ordered every de- 
tachment to joia its depot in the tingdom of Italy. You had 
better exchange them as soon as possible for an e^ual awnber of 
the garrison of Gaeta ; you ought to have a list of the names of 
tie men belonging to that garrison. Make your Minister of War 
write to the Neapolitan commandant that such and aucli men be- 
longing to the garrison of Reggio are escbanged for such and 
Bncli men belonging to the garrison of Gaeta. I know that the 
garrison of Scylla has arrived at La Ciotat; you will do the 
aaine witb regard to the men composing that garrison. 



[ 23S.] Napoleon to Joseph, 

St Cloud, Aug. BO, ]80S. 

My Brother, — -I have received your letter, I need not tell 
yon of what importance it is to obtain immediate possession of 
Eeggio and of Scylla, Every day's delay is an evil, for the 
enemy will turn them into fortresses, which it will be difficult 
for us to take. The heat will soon diminish, the dog-days are 
nearly over, and your sick will get well. Nevertheless, I have 
just ordered a corps of 600 dragoons to be formed ; they are to 
be taken from the depots of yonr 6 regiments which, are in Italy, 
100 from each ; you will receive them towards the end of Sep- 
tember, completely armed and equipped. Tbey will repair the 
losses in your dragoon regimoata. Although they aie weak in 
number, do not fail to carry out my plan of forming tliem into 
one body ; you will thus have in hand a reserve of cavalry, and 



I ..Google 



Sept. ISOfl. BTEESGTH Off DEAGOOK JIEGIMEJSTS. 205 

also of infantry. But no time should be lost : let Reynier return 
to seiae Reggio aad Scylla. 

Seed me returns of your troops every fortnight. Tip to the 
present time your returns hare been very ill prepared. It is of 
great consec[uence that I should thoroughly understand the state 
and position of your army. 

I have advised you to estahlish a great depot of conTaIeseciit6 
at Capua, and to send thither the depots of all your regiments. 
This is of great importance, and will save you a great mmj men. 
Do not allow your soldiers to proceed singly to CaU'iria. Order 
all the men on leaTing the hospitals to go to the great depot at 
Capua, and, after having rested there for 15 or 20 days, let them 
be clothed, armed, and sent in detachments of 100 men, under 
the command of an officer, to join their regiments. I have given 
a company and the Legion of Honour to the Italian lieutenant 
who behared so well in the islands of Tremiti, From the last 
return of your army, it appears that the strength of your dragoon 
regiments was as follows:— the 23rd, 518 men; the 29th, 473 
men; the 24th, 511 men; the 2Sth, 773 men; the 7th, 427 men; 
the 30th, 425 men; in all, 3127. I can hardly believe what you 
tell me, that they are reduced to 1800 men. You must then 
have 1200 sick. The fact is, that several of these regiments 
must be scattered. You should assemble the dotachroents. 



f 388.1 Napoleon to Jobkph. 

Bb. oioua, Bept 3, laou. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 22nd of 
August. General Camprfidon has entered your service, and is 
about to join you. I see that your two engineers incline towards 
Capua, I am not opposed to this idea; but I think that they 
decide this question too easily. I do not consider the vicinity 
of Naples as an inconvenience. I do not admit that that huge 
capital would confine you. On the contrary, you would keep it 
in check, and have u harbour within your defences. 

These are the three chief objects to be held in view, in order 
that the great fortress which I wish to establish may be as useful 
as possible. 1st, to command the capital, so that no one may be 
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t m. t nl h te also master of tUe fortress; 2ndly, to 
nta n all th a n Is inA the migiame,'? belonging to the army; 
3 dly t nta n th irsenih inii the ships of the Neapolitan 
D y Th ft f C'lpua has only one of those advantages ; 

it can have no mfluenee on Naples, which is out of the reach of 
its fire, and as it is not a seaport it cannot contain the naval 
arsenals; it can therefore hold inly the military stores. To 
possess tlie three reijuisites, the fortress must be situated within 
range of the heart of Naples, and must surround the harbour. 
A fortress placed at Oastellamare would not command Naples, 
but it would possess the other two advantages; that is ,o say, it 
might contain the military and marine arsenals. It would do 
this as well at Gaeta, if the harbour can contain men-of-war. I 
wish this fortress to be oa the sea, because I may not be destined 
to be always inferior in the Mediterranean, and because, evea if 
such be the case, it is impossible to prevent a maritime fortress 
from being reviotualled in winter. I revictualled Malta; and if 
it had been besieged in tlie 12th year of the republic instead of 
during tho absurd government of the year 7 and the calamities 
of tho year 8, it would never have surrendered for want of pro- 
visions, still less would a place as near to Corsica and Toulon as 
Gaeta, Naples, or Oastellamare. It is ridioulona in an engineer 
to say that it would bo difBeult to victual Gaeta. I am not aware 
that there exists in the world a river larger or more navigable 
than the sea ; but if fi-igates cannot enter Gaeta, this point offers 
no advantagts, and you must look about the coast for some point 
where a harbour may be easily constructed, if there be none 
already, and where there is water for 6 or 7 ships ot tho hue 
As to the expense, the kingdom of Naples is rich enough to tllow 
you to employ in this manner 6 millions a year for ten jears 
you would thus have a place, like Strasbourg, Alexandrn, A-c, 
capable of a long resistance, and to be attacked onlj by a Ur^e 
army witSi immense supplies. 

The engineers whom you have consulted have not sufimently 
extensive ideas; let them draw a map of the ground round the 
fortress of St. Elmo and between Mount Vesuvius and Naples. 
TeU tbem to describe on these two points a circle SiiOO yards in 
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diameter, which may reach the sea at one end and the town at tte 
other, so that the advanced works may he at a distance of 800 
yards from the houses, and desire them to let me know, not hy 
argumenla or profound combinations, hut by oaloulations belong- 
ing to the art of engineering, the objections to each plan. Desire 
another engineer officer to examine Castellamave and all tlie penin- 
sula of which the isthmus is tlie land lying between Amalii and 
Castellamare. By constructing a fortress round Oaatellamare 
8000 or 10,000 yards in extent, you would always be master of 
the harbour, and yoiir naval and military stores would be in 
safety whatever might happea. A few forts erected at Caa- 
tellamare and at Amalfi would enable yon to keep possession of 
the peninsula. You should establish a good fort on. the island 
of Capri, and tkeae works, with a garrison of 16,000 or 20,000 
men, would have several advantages. A long siege might be 
stood in this entreuched camp, wkick, aocording to my map, 
would be 4 leagues long and 3 leagues broad, without including 
the island of Capri. Even if the enemy's force were very supe- 
rior, still they could not take Capri and the forts defending the 
isthmus without a vast q^uantity of ammunition and a great loss 
of time. When, they had succeeded in this, they would have to 
take the fortress itself It is evident that years would elapse in 
this siege, and that the enemy would have to sacrilice immense 
resources whioh might have l)een otherwise employed. 

It may be added that tte position of Castellamare offers, to a 
oertain extent, the same advantages as the vicinity of Naples. 
Being at a distance of 4 leagues by sea from Naples, the trade of 
that town would always be exposed to it. Agiunst an enemy 
master of the peninsula and of Oapri the navigation of the bay 
would be difficult ; it must be impossible, in certain conditions 
of the weather, to tack in so narrow a gulf. The fortress would 
be withia sight of Naples, and would influence the town much 
better than if it were placed at Capua. For these reasons, set- 
ting aside tlie nature of the ground, with which I am not ac- 
quainted, but judging only by the geographical position and its 
maritime situation at only 4 leagues from Naples, CasteUamare 
would be my choice. Next to Castellamare I should select Q-aeta. 
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One advantage of a maritime position is, tliat nearly half the place 
ia beyond th.e reaoh of attack. If you. select G-aeta you should 
treat the existing fortifications aa the citadel, and the fortress 
should be eBtahlbted in the isthmus at a distanoe of from 2000 
to 4000 yards ia advance, surrounding it either witb good de- 
tached forts or by lines, so that before the garrison could be 
reduced it would be necessary to make three or four sieges, which, 
as each of them would require thirty or forty days of open 
trenches, would enable a determined monarch to defend himself 
there with the best of his subjects during eijjht or. nine months 
of oontinued siege. 

As for attacks from the sea, they go for cothicg : as long as 
tho enemy wastes his powder in that way there is nothing to fear. 
Twenty mortars of long range, a few batteries of SG-poundera, 
and some forts, which you will always be able to erect at sisty 
or eighty yards fi'om one another, will soon disgust him. Let 
Pozzuoli be likewise examined; it is situated on a bay, and only 
two leagues from Naples. Haye a report on it. You might take 
tills peninsula and the islands of Isehia and Prooida ; this would be 
another system of fortifications, but it should be so arranged that, 
even if the islands were taken, the fortress would remain in its 
full strength. A plaoe of dep6t for stores is not like a system 
of fortified places for the defence of a frontier. I do not care 
whether the dep6t is established near Home, Sicily, or Taranto ■ 
nevertheless, T should like it to be as near to Naples as possible. 

In establishing this fortress what is your object ? It is to 
render Naples independent of the events in Upper Italy. I will 
suppose the Austrians recovered from their present state of dejec- 
tion and recoaquering the Adige and Piedmont; I wish that ttis 
should excite no feeling of alarm in Naples, If an army much 
stronger than that of the King of Naples, and reinforced from 
the sea, siould oblige him to retire from the field, he would have 
his plans and movements ready settled ; he would retreat into hia 
fortress, carrying with him his treasures, his archives, a few de- 
voted subjects, and some hostages taken from the opposite party. 
If you will only calculate the fearful amount of resources which 
the enemy would be obliged to collect, you wUl see how difficult 
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t would be for 60,000 men to obtain possession of the kingdom 
)f Naples though there were no more Ereiich in Italy. When the 
lings of Naples, warlike, ae it is the first duty of a king to be, have 
I central capital, in which they know that they muat shut them- 
jelves up and defend themselves, they will make it strong. When 
this takes place, when the hostile powers see this system estab- 
lished, and the King secure in its fortress, they will respect him ; 
phey will prefer peace to a straggle which wonld weaken too 
much the resources of the allies, who will have also to deal with 
France. A fortress constructed for this purpose deserves the 
expenditure of considerable sums. Five mOlions of francs a 
year employed, not on what in the engineer's jargon are called 
establishments, bat in constructing half-moons, would in five years 
make this place formidable. 

After employing four or live years in this way you will have 
time to build barracks and largo magazines, the cost of which 
will not signify, as with years and centuries everything heeomes 
easy. 

Ton ought to make another fortre^ in Sicily, at Messina or at 
Faro, but I think it wonld be useful to begin immediately by the 
fortifications of ScyDa, The 300 men whom you left there de- 
fended themselves for a fortnight. If you had taken the pre- 
caution of working at the fortifications during four or five months 
the same men would have held out for three months. With 
Soylla you are master of the StrMts. It is not necessary to 
weaken your resources by dividing them between Eeggio and 
Soylla, If GSeneral Reynier, instead of scattering his forces, had 
had 800 men at Scylla with his artillery and stores, he would 
not have lost them. Tour other fortifications have no object; 
not that I think that the little forts which are there already, for 
the protection of a strait or of an anchorage, are useless, but 
they are only secondary. As long as the enemy does not land 
forces superior to yours, a few small forts may be of use : he will 
not attempt a siege when he may any day be driven into the sea. 
What is most important, in my opinion, is a place of depot to be 
traced early in the next month. Supposing the plan of the 
works to bo determined upon by that time, the order in which 



I .y Google 



210 NAPLES.— PEOPOSIilD FOKTKESSEa. Chap. TIL 

they are executed is of the greatest importance. Yoti stonld tave 
a plan, traced, and decide upon tlie mode of its execution, and not 
let your engineers construct a fortress which, after ten years of 
labour, will not he strong enough to hold ont against a scjuadron 
because it will not he finished. I intend it to he capable of some 
degree of resistance ia 1808. 

To conclude, I wish you to fortify Seylla in suoli a manner 
as to prevent the garrison of 700 or 800 men whom you hare left 
there, with the batteries which command the strait, from being 
taken hy storm, and to cHable them to hold out during fifteen or 
twenty days of open trenches. I also wish you to send mo some 
notes upon Gaeta and the ground surrounding it, on the country 
between Vesuvius, Naples, and Portico, as well as upon Castel. 
lamare and the whole of that peninsula. You have four or five 
years in which to execute these works. In the mean time, so 
arrange your affairs that, whatever storms may sweep over you, 
you may not be taken unawares or unprepared. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TuE letters contained m this chapter extend from the 3rd of Sep- 
tember, 1806, to the 28fh of July, 1807. 

At tho date of the first letter Napoleon had just received the 
news of the non-ratification of the Oubril treaty, and therefore 
of the renewal of tho war with Eusaia 

At the date of the last he was in Dresden, returning from the 
wonderful campaign which may he said to have begun by the bat- 
tle of Jena on the 14th of October, 1806, aad to have ended by 
the battle of Friedland on the 14th of June, 1807. 



[284.] NAi'OLGON TO Joseph. 

St Cloud, Sept. g, ISOS, 

My Brother, — I have jnat received the news that tho plana of 
the cabinet of St. Petersburg have beea altered by the change of 
ministry, and that the treaty which was concluded on the 20th of 
June with M. d'Oubril has not been ratified. You need not com- 
municate this intelligence. You had better, however, take pre- 
cautions with respect to Corfu, to prevent your ships from being 
caught there. It is very important that yoa ishould soon be master 
of the whole of Calabria. The approaching season will increaae 
the diiRculty of landing on your coast, and, by restoring the 
health of your invalids, will put a greater number of troops at 
your disposal. Perhaps, on the whole, you will think it better 
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to wait a few days before you announce this news. The only rea- 
son alleged by the Emperor of Eusaia was, that he would not 
make peace without England. 

The two battalions of Latour d'Auvergne have already gone 
beyond Sarrana, and will soon join you. If tliere are any Eussian 
shipa in your ports sequester them. 

You may give orders at firat that means be taien to prevent 
the Russian ships in yonr haiboure from clearing out, and delay 
seizing them till the last moment, so that the news may reach the 
EuBsians as late as possible. They may not get it for some days, 
and the delay of a few days will be oseful, especially to my army 
of Dalmatia and Eaguaa* Keep it therefore to yourself to the 

[335.] Napoleon 'ro Joseph. 

St Olona, Sept. 1. 1S06. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 26tli of 
August. Take Eosdorer, since he possesses your confidence. 
To ask for M. Collin was absurd. Aa for the Abbfi Louis, if he 
had wished to leave me I should not have opposed it. If you 
want a person who underatanda the eustoma, there aro some sub- 
ordinates of M. Collin who may be sent to you. 



[23G.] Nai'Oleon to Josh™. 

St. Cbnil, Sept. 4, 1800. 

My Brother, — There are 89 pieoes of ordnaaoe at Pescara. 
There are 12 gun-carriages which want repairing: order it to be 
done. Send to Pescara a military commandant, a resident artil- 
lery officer, a detachment of artillery, and 20 more gun-carriagea 
to protect the place from being taken by assault. The defences 
appear to be pretty good. It might be surprised from the sea, 
which would be inconvenient. 
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237.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Bt, Cloud, Sept T, 1M3. 

Mj Brother, — I have recciYed your letter of the 26th of 
August. I see that Massfiiia is stUl far from Eeggio ; this ia 
giying the enemy time to fortify it, and muoh time will bo lost 
ia tailing it. I am not told whether you are master of Ootrona. 



St. Clond, Sept S, IBOB. 

My Brother, — I see with extreme surprise that the chief of 
your staff) indeed that an officer in your array, presumes to com- 
municate with the enemy without having been authorised by 
you.* I cannot understand it. Is Genera! Berthier ignorant of 
the first duties of his profession ? Sidney Smith's answer is im- 
pertinent, like every thing else that proceeds from him. You 
ought to have put Greneral Berthier under arrest for a week ; and 
on the first repetition of the offence you should deprive him of 
hie rank. I am writing to his brother, that he may make known 
to Hra my severe displeasure. Receive no flags of truce ; they 
have always been used against us by the enemy. 



[ 339.] Kapoleos to Joani-n. 

St Cloud. Sep f.ia. 1806. 

My Brother, — ^I have appointed Colonels Cavaignao and 
Blaniao to be brigadier-generals, as a reward for good service,* 



[ 310,] Napoleon to Josepir. 

St Clonil, Sept 12. ISOB. 

My Brother, — I told you that Russia had not ratified. 
Prussia is arming in a most ridiculous manner; however, she 
shall soon disarm, or pay dearly for what she is doing. Nothing 
can exceed the vacillation of that cabinet. The Court of Tienna 

• A letter from Siv Sidney Smith to General Cicsar Bcrtliier, the chief of 
Joseph's staff, fell into Joseph's hands, and was sent to Napoleon. It was ap- 
pacflotly an answer. — Tb. 
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makes me great protestations, and its total want of power inclines 
me to put faitL in them,. Whateyer happens, I can face, aad| 
win face, every enemy. Tlie conscription which I have just 
levied is going on, in every direction. I am going to call out my 
reserve ; * I am fully provided and in want of nothing. Whether 
it he war or peace I shall not diminish your army. In a few days 
perhaps I may put myself at the head of my grand army ; f it 
consists of nearly 150,000 men, and with that force I can reduce 
to submission Tienna, Berlin, and St. Petersburg. There will 
he a somewhat formidable ai'my in Upper Italy, Keep these dia 
positioas secret ; they wiU be best proclaimed by victory. 

Press your enemies sharply; drive them out of thepeninsu'-a; 
trona, Scylla, and Ileggio. The negotiations with 
E 1 n 1 a e still going on ; but peace or war must be decided it, 
aw k Pox is incapable of taking part in public affairs ; he is 
q t powered by his illneas, which wUl probably bring him 

t h g a . JerOme has landed ; I have made him a prince, 
nd 1 1 given him the great cordon of the Legion of Honom. 
I have arranged his marriage with the Princess Catharine, the 
Duke of Wurtemburg's daughter. As I shall be obliged to call 
for a plehisdiuin on his account, that is to say the sanction of the 
people to his succession to the crown, I wish Lucien not to let 
siip this opportunity.^ 

Be quite oaay about political affairs; go on as if nothing were 
happenmg. If indeed I am again forced to strike, my measures 
are' so well and surely taken, that the iirst notice to Europe of my 
departure from Paris will be the total ruin of my enemies. Let 
your newspapers describe me as occupied in Paris with hunting, 

* In France, usually only half llie consoripta are called out at first ; tJie 
otlier half is oivlled tlie reserve, and in paoee is seldom, called ont. It remaiiiB, 
howaver, liable to serve ; and on an emergenoy, the reserves of the four or 
five previous years are Bometimas called out ttigether. Tiiis was done in 18E4. 
— Tb. 

t He did so twelve days after His date of this latter.— Th, 
X Joseph wrote to Lnclcn. Lucien ftnawered that ho would not part with 
bis wife or mslse any change in the position of his children, and that solioitfv- 
tiona to him, wMali must meet wilh refusals, were useless. — Te. 
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(imusemeiitSi and negotiations. If the warlike preparationa of 
Prussia arc mentioned, let it be supposed that ttej take place 
with my eonsent ; and M. Humboldt muBt have received orders 
to pi'oeeed to your court as PruBsian minister. I will never lay 
down my arms unless Naples and Sicily are yours. I have called 
your attention to Pescara: lieep there a sufficient quantity of 
powder, of gun-carriage a, a military commandant, an engineer 
officer, an artillery officer, a storekeeper, a commissariat officer, a 
garrison of 400 or 500 men, and provisions for a montL Order 
the ti'oops in tlio Abruazi to shut themselves up in Pesoara on an 
emergency, sending word at the same lime to the general in com- 
mand at Ancona. If the enemy succeeded in landing and throw- 
ing 1000 men into that place, lie would soon bo able to sustain a 
siege, which ■stould be very inconvenient. 

In the midat of all these events I do not forget tho sea. I 
have schemes which may possibly ia a montk or two make me 
master of the Mediterraneaji 



[241.] Napoleom to Joseph. 

8t Cloud, sapt. IS, laoe. 
My Brother, — Everything proves that Mr, Fox is dead. 
Lord Yarmoutli has been triumphantly received in London, 
because be was known to belong to the peace party. Mr. Fox's 
illness has filled the nation with consternation. The ministers 
seemed delighted with these demonstrations, and all hope of peace 
is not yet lost. The English minister in Pai-ia is too ill to see 
anybody. He has attended uo conference since the arrival of Ha 
last courier. Prussia makes me a thousand protestations, which 
do not prevent my taking my precautions : in a few days she will 
have disarmed, or she wUl be crushed. Austria declares her 
iutentioa to remain neutral. Russia does not know what she 
wants, but her distance renders her powerless. Such, in two 
words, is the state of affairs. 

I fancy that in the course of the next ten days the peace of 
the Continent will be more settled than ever. As to England, I 
can conjecture nothing. Her conduct is decided, not by general 
politics, but by internal intrigues. The last news announced that 
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Mr. Eox was at the point of death; hia friends are deploriog hi) 
loss as if lie were already dead. 



[342.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Bl. Cloud, Bopt. 10, 1308. 

My Brothcj, — I hwe lecciyed yciur letter of the Sth of Sep 
tember. I sae no objectioa to f he aims whii'li you wish to idopt 
It appears that there his been an insurreotion near Teiraema 
which has interrupted the (ommunic^tiona it was probably 
assiated by the sight of some English ships I suppose that you 
speedily set thmge to nght'i As soon as he heard of it the 
Viceroy sent 3 battabona bom Ancuna to reinforce General 
DuhesDie. Aa they are tikon fiom the deputs of yonr army, 
give orders that they may cnntmuo their march to Naples, without 
stopping at Oivita Vucchia or m the Pontine marshes. 



[2i3,] NAF0r.EON TO JoSCtTT. 

SLCluua.SepilT.lSOe. 

My Brother, — I have just received the news of Mr. Fox's 
death. Under the present circumstances, he dies regretted by 
both nations. 

The Commandant of Terracina appears to be a Neapolitan, 
He has spread over Italy a report that there are but two days' 
provisions in Gaeta. He has given himself airs of importance, 
and has alarmed Rome and its environs; reprimand him in my 

name. I tnow not who this colonel is — he calls himself L . 

You would not do ill to get rid of such people. As if it were 
possible that there could be provisions for only two days at Gaeta, 
and that none were to be found, not even in the houses of the 
townspeople 1 

I hear from Pescara that General Tisson's corps has left there 
many invalids, and that General Dombrowski allows them to re- 
main in STioh a state of misery and destitution that they have not 
even paillassea. Send thither immediately a commisaariat officer, 
and let General Dombrowski join the Poles in Naples. He is not 
fit to command a province ; a French colonel or major would do 
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botter. It is dreadful to thmi that tte sick oan be negleoted and 
in want. It ia perhaps to be regretted that these troops joined 
yon so early. A montt later they -would have arriTed in good 
health. You ought to have a hospital well provided at Peseara. 

[ 'Mi.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

My Brother, — I have issued a decree which settles the number 
of men whom I can spare ftom my French regiments to form 
your guard. I can allow you no more. Your guard should not 
be too numerous. It is advisable not to esoite the jealousy of the 
Imperial G-uard; it is by looking forward that one prevents incon- 
venieaces, and this one m ht some lay be om ser n^ 3000 
men ! my own guard ha no m re I am oblige 1 to eplace the 
officers whom you have tak n wh h n rea e^ my expenses Con- 
siderably. My 15 genda u g a e not well treat d at Naples ; 
send them to MUan. Tli s s of g e t mpo tan because they 
write to their comrades nd I am incl ned to fe 1 h t that my 
kindness in sending men out of my own gua I to Naples should 
be thus repaid. They h 1 in employment those wh lep vel 
them of it and sent tbom adr ft baye done U, and hav o dea 
of what is proper or of what is due to me. It was wrong to wish 
them to c[uit my guard without first informing me. I cannot help 
being displeased with the officers who have left their regiments 
without my permission. The generals wrote to me, as was reg- 
ular; the colonels and captains ought to have done so .too. 
These things are very important, because, after having joined your 
service in this manner, theymay just as easily pass on to another. 
A gentleman does not act irregularly. 

When you receive this letter, the month of October, in which 
all your sick will get well, will not be far off. I think that it 
would be prudent to leave no invalids in Calabria, but to send 
them to Capua. The European horizon is rather dark; it is 
possible that I may soon be at war with the King of Prussia. I 

* This WHS Joseph's estimnta of the nmnlier of Prench officers and soldiers 
necesaaiy for hia guard. — Te, 
Vol. I.— 10 
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Lave already wiitten tc y u on tte subject Occupy Calabria, 
S(,^ila and Re^^io wittout exciting attention and send away tbe 
sick from thence m oidei tbd,t if it were absolutely necessary, 
you might concentiatp all y ur tro p& befoie Naples without' 
difficulty 01 delay You alone mist know the mitiye for this 
anangement it sltoiU le executed natuially and m fact it is 
conformable to the pimciplea cf ■mii The extiemity of Italy 
exposes its Bink to ■ittj.ek if the JFnj,lish were to arm to a great 
extent, your invalids ou^ht to bo pl(wed in sattty in a town like 
Naples or Capua. In my opinion, Capua is the place for all your 
sick. There are no other meaBurea for yon to take at present. 
In the first place, it ia possible that in eight or ten days all may 
be settled, or, if not, that the Prussians may be so completely 
beaten in the first encounters that a few days may tei-minate the 
contest. At any rate, esecute exactly all that I have told you. 
If Capua is considered capable of maintaining a siege, you may 
arm the defences, as it will contain your hospitals, which you 
cannot expose to surprise or pillage. You may begin to send 
thither some artillery, and make it the centre of your resources. 
I repeat to you, you will do injury to your affairs if you allow 
any one else to read tliia letter. I am iu the habit of meditating 
for three or four months beforehand on. the best course to pursue, 
of calculating on tbe possibility of the worst. You will, there- 
fore, do injury to your affairs if you allow what I am now writing 
to you to be known. 



[ 245.] Napoleqs to Joseph. 

SL Cloud, Sept. SO, 1806. 

My Brother, — Tbe arming is going on aotively on both aides ; 
order General Charabarlbiac of tbe Kngineers to travel post to 
Ulm in Bavaria, where ho wUl receive further orders. Brigadier 
Montbrun is useless, perhaps troublesome to you, and he is neces- 
sary to me for skirmishing warfare : desire bim also to join the 
Grand Army. Send General Laplauche Mortiferea back to Aa- 
cona to be in oommand there. I wish to recall Lcmarrois to mj 
side. Let these movements be made with tbe utmost expedition; 
October is at hand, sickness will diiiappeai-, Tlic English, tossed 
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by tlie tempests, will not he able to coiitiiixie their ojicratiun'i ; 
they will be tii-cd, too, of cun-,tant failure. Bead over and over 
again tte last letters wHcIi t have written to yoa, and execute 
the dispositions which I have mentioned, quietly but unrcmit- 
tiogly. As soon aa reports of armaments reach Naples, announce 
that all will be settled; and when you hear of the commencement 
of hostilities, say that I am acting in concert with England to 
eompe! Prussia to restore Hanover; as Lord Lauderdale is still in 
Paris, this will not appear improbable. 

If you can spare General Espagne, send him back to MUan, 
where he will fi>mi part of the ai-my of Italy. If you do not 
want General Dombrowski, let him come to Paris, whence I shall 
send him to Germany. That Polish general miglit be of some use 
to me. Do not bo in the least uneasy; jou will hear of my 
arrival at the army, and of the commencement of hostilities, only 
with the news of jay success. The conscription is advancing 
rapidly; 20,000 men are crossing the Alps to join your depots ; 
40,000 men are to fill up my regiments. I am. going to call out 
the reserve. The national guard ia on foot everywhere. 

[ 2ie.'] Nasoxmos to Joseph, 

St Ooaa, Sept. 24 1S06. 

My Brother, — I start this night for Mayence, where I shall 
arrive on the 28th. I have ordered the Arch- Chancellor Cam- 
baeer^s and the minister D^jean to write to you every day to 
give you the news. 

[217.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

MiiyeDoe, Oct 1, 1806. 

My Brother,— I am leaving Mayence for Wxtrzbnrg, where I 
am assembling all my army. 



The following letter is published by M. Thiers, and is trans- 
lated as the most vivid picture of the state of Napoleon's mind 
at this time. Few governments have altered leas in character than 
that of Prussia. 
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CHAGACTEK OF PRUSSIA, 



Napoleon K> M. De da Rochi 
French Ambassador in Yi 



I am hero since yesterday, whieh tas enabled me to eonvers< 
at aome length with the Duie * I have commimicated to bin 
my firm resolution, wliatei er be tte leiult of the present diseise- 
sious, to break off all albanoo with PruHfcii According to mj 
Kst news tiom Beilin we may not bo at war, but I vill have n( 
alliance with, a, pcw(.r eo (tangeable ind so contemptible, 0: 
eouiso I am ready to bo at peace with her I have no right t( 
ahtd uaeksily tbe blood of my lubjeota 1 want i contineata" 
alliance to suppoit my miritime piojtcta Circumstances led m( 
to one with Pru&aia , but she is now, ai she w^a m 1740, and 
always has been, witbout conhistenoy and without honour. I 
eateemed the Emptier of Austria even in hii ciKmitiea when 
events aeparated us, I believe him to be constant and true. 
Speak m this tone, but without eagemesiS. My position and my 
strength are such that I can fear no one, but these efforts press on 
my people. Of the three powers, Kussia, Prussia, and Austria. 
I want one for an ally. Prussia can never be trusted ; there 
remain Russia and Austria. An Austrian alliance once enabled 
us to be strong at aea. Austria, like myself, wishes for quiet. 
An alliaace, based on the iiidependence of Turkey, guaranteed by 
ua, and with a mutual understanding, secuiing the peace of 
Europe, would enable me to turn my attention to my fleet. It 
would suit me. Austria has often hinted this to mo. The pres- 
ent moment, if she is ready to take advantage of it, is peculiarly 
favourable. I say no more. I have explained myself more fully 
to tbe Prince of Bcncvento, who will eommunioate with you. 
Your part is played as Boon as you have insinuated, as slightly as 
possible, that I am not opposed to a system which might unite me 
more closely to Austria. Keep watch on Moldavia and Walla- 

* The Dnke of Wiiraburg, tlio wiiU-known Archduke FerdmHud of Au»- 
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jhia, and let me hare early notice of any attempts by Russia on 
Puritej. Wbereupon, &c.* 

[ 349.] Napoleon to Joseph, 

My Brother,— -I am starting for Bamberg, round wiiieli plwe 
my troopa are in motion. I am quite well, and I haTo good 
hopes of soon coming to tie end of all this. 

[ 250.] N VP" ^ mo J ETU 

My Brother, — I have icceived your letter ot the 25th of 
September; I see with pleasure that you have got nd of that 
wretohed Fra Biavok The healthy se'ison is cimmg your sick 
will soon get well. A^ Boon J3 the French ccise to he overcome 
by the heat, they will recover then energy Send baclc the gen- 
erals whom you do not want, they are very espeniiie, and are 
only in your way. 

We commenced hostihtie'i yesterday I will send yonr aide- 
de-camp back to yon in 10 days, I saw him to diy 

I have desired Prince Eugene and M CambaeerLS to write 
to you by every opportumty Till the first important news 
reaohea yon, spread the lepoit that peife la made, md that an 
interview has taken place between the two sovereigns in which all 
has been settled. The conduct of Piussn is insane Tho war 
party have gained the npper hand m tho cabmot 



Dnring the 18 days which elapsed between Napoleon's letters 
to Joseph of tie 7th and the 25tli of October, he had subdaed 
Prussia. 

I insert two letters of Napoleon's, written during this inter- 
val, to Murat and to Soult. Tho battle of Jena waa fought on 
tlie 14tli of October. 

* Histoire du Consulat et Ae I'Empire, tome eeptifime, p. BO. 
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[351.] KapoLeois to xite Gkakh Dcke of Buro, 

ImperW Head-iiJiaiteia, Selileita, Ocl. 10, 1806, B, «.«. 

Gfeaetal Rapp has informed me of tlie happy r^ulfc of yes- 
terday evening. It appears to me that you had not enough of 
your cavalry united and in hand. You reduce it to nothing by 
dispersing it. You have 6 regiments — I have always advised you 
to keep at least 4 in hand. I did not see more than 2 with you 
yesterday. Our recoimai^ances towards the right are now less 
important. Marshal Soult heing at PlaueD, we must reconnoitre 
in force towards POsneck and Saalfeld. Marshal Lannes reached 
Grafenthal on the evening of the 9th. He attacks Saalfeld 
to-morrow : you see how important it is that I should know in 
the course of to-day the enemy's movements towards Saalfeld, in 
order that, if he collect there more than ^5,000 men, I may send 
reinforcements by Possheim and take them in the reai'. I have 
ordered the divieions of Dupont and Beaumont to move on 
Schleitz. To he prepared for everything we must reconnoitre a 
good position in advance of Schleitz to serve as a field of battle 
for more than 80,000 men. Do aot let this prevent your sending 
by daybreak strong reconnaissanoes towards Auma and Poeneek 
supported hy Drouet's division. Davoust's first division will be at 
Saalhurg, his two others in advance near Obersdorf, and hia 
light cavalry in advance, I have ordered Ney to Tanna, Your 
great business to-day is, first to profit by yesterday's success by 
picking up as many prisoners and getting as much information as 
possible; secondly, to reconnoitre Auma and Saalfeld ia order to 
know precisely what are the movements of the enemy. 

[252.] mpoi-EON TO Maeshai, Soult. 

OSei-silorC Oct; 10, 1306, S i..«. 

We beat yesterday the 8000 men who had retreated from 
Hof to Schleitz, where they expected reinforcements during the 
night. Their cavalry had been cut to pieces and a colonel taken 
priEouer. More than 2000 muskets and caps were found on the 
field- The Prussian in&ntry did not stand. We have not caught 
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more than 2000 prisoners, as it was Eigit and tliey liispersed in 
tte woods. I reokon.on a good number this morning. 

TLis, I tliink, is clear: the Prussiaaa intended to attack; 
their left wUl deboneh to-morrow by Jena, Saalfeld, and Cohurg, 
Prince Hohelohe's head-ciuarters were at Jena, Prince Louis's at 
Saalfcld. Their other oolumn debouches by Meiningen on Folda, 
so that T suspect that jou have nobody before you, perhaps r.ot 
1000 men between you and Dresden. If you oaii crush one of 
tieir corps, do so. I cannot move ; I have too much still behind : 
1 shall push my advances to Auma. I haye examined a good 
field of battle for 80,000 men beyond Schlcitz. I sead Marshal 
Ney to Tanna, two leagues from Sclileltz. You could reach 
Sohleitz from Plauen in 24 koura. 

On the 5th the Prussian army moved towards Thuringia, so 
that I think that they must be many days too late. My junction 
with my left is made, at present, only by posts of cavalry, which 
is nothing. Marshal Lannes will be at Saalfeld to morrow, unless 
the enemy is there in great force. 

Therefore to-day and to-morrow are lost for advancing. If I 
effect ray junction I shall push on as far as Neustadt and Triplita ; 
after that, Lf the enemy attacks me, I shall be delighted; if he 
allows himself to be attacked, I shall not leave him alone. If 
he moves by Madgeburg, you will be in Dresden before Lim. I 
am anxious for a battle. His intention to attack shows great 
confidence. Ho may therefore attack me even now — nothing 
would please me better. After the battle I should be in Dresden 
and Berlin before him. 

I am impatient for the cavalry of my guards. Forty guns 
and 3000 horse, such as they are, are not to be despised. You 
see now my plans for to-day and to-morrow. Act as yon think 
best, but procure bread, so as to have enough for some days if 
you join me. 

If you can do anything against the enemy within a day's 
march, do it boldly. Place small cavalry posts between Plauen 
and Schleitz for rapid correspondence, tip to the present time 
the campaign seems to open happily, 

I presume that you are at Plauen; you ought to have it. 
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Let me know what you thini that you have before you. 
!Noiie of the troops at Hof have rttreated by Diesden. 

P. S. — I have this instant your diap ttch of ti o'clock yesterday 
evening. I approve of yourdiapcsition'* Thefactthat the 1000 
cavalry whioh were at Plauea hive retreated to Gera shows that 
Gora is the place of junction of the eni,nij ^ army. I doubt 
whether it will all be collected before I am there In the course 
of the day, however, I shall know mDie i.ou will learn some- 
thing at Plauen from intercepted letters.* 

[233.] NAP0I.EON TO JOBEPH. 

PotzOfliii, Oot, 26, ia08. 

My B th — I m glad to see that you have sent back two 

m t t h end back two more. From what I see, 

by m t of little use to you in Naples. I might 

d d h m ark to make on your sending to me 2000 

t wh m I h 1! not know what to do with in Eranco. I 

ly h J th t th y may be well guarded; and not allowed to 

nf t I dm t T ke every means of protecting your troops 

f md 

I rry t that you have sent back Verdier ; he is an 

11 t ffi f w men woald in certain events have beca of 
m t J S d back all the generals who are of no use, 

but keep the good ones, those who have been accustomed to fire 
and to fighting. I have crushed the Prussian monarchy; if the 
JR^issians come, I shall destroy them also, nor do I fear the Aus- 
triana. I do not ask you for troops, I am not in want of any. 
Send me, however, some cavalry, if you can; for the more you 
send to me, the more I shall be able to withdraw from Italy for 
the Grand Army. This is just the country for cavalry, and it 
can do nothing ia Naples against the brigands, and among the 
rocks and mountains. I have ordered my treasurer to send you 
500,000 fr. more in gold. If, in conscquenoe of the losses that 
your Poles have sustained, their companies should be incomplete, 

* Thiers, toI. vii. p. SO-SS. 
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send tlicm to Landau, wtere they will teeome part of the north- 
ern, legion. This will save you expense. 



[254.1 Napoleon to Joseph. 

BerliD, Oct. ao, 1803. 

My Brother, — I have tlie return of the officers whom you 
have sent back I approve very much of what you have done : 
these officers will he of more use to me in other places; perhaps 
you BtJU keep too many. Nevertheless I am aware that it ie ne- 
cessary to organise the army and the country, and that for this 
purpose you require a certain number of men. If General Mosul 
of the Engineers has not yet gone heyond Milan, tell Mm to join 
the grand army by way of the Tyrol. Give ttie same order to 
General Debille and General Eranceschi, if it is he who was 
Soult's aide-de-camp. 

[265.} NapouioN M JoSEPa:. 

Berlin, Not. i. 1605, 

Mj Brother, — The bulletins will have informed you of wliat 
is going on hero. I have taken 120,000 prisoners; park, maga- 
zines, baggage, overytbing has fallen into my power. The three 
fortresses on the Oder have capitulated. I iiave completely 
crushed the power of Prussia. Austria has begun to arm on the 
pretext of protecting her neutrality. We must make corres- 
ponding prepaj-ations in Upper Italy. If Austria were to attack 
us, you would gain this advantage by my position — -that tho Rus- 
sians would concentrate their forces in Poland, and that England 
would direct hers upon Sweden. I will leave you all the infant- 
ry that you have at present ; but you must scrupulously osocute 
the following orders :— 

First send all the officers and non-commissioned officers belong- 
ing to the 3rd and 4th battalions back to their depots. Two 
months ago I sent you 4000 or 5000 men from your dep6ts; I 
suppose that you have incorporated them in the regiments. 

Secondly, send back to me all the officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers and the majors.* 

* So ill the toit. TiiOTigli numberea 2, it is a repetition of No. 1.— Th. 
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Thirdly, send liaek the French and Italian cavalry, and keep 
only 4 reginientfl of French chasaeura or dragoons. You have 
12, you have therefore to send back 8. Keep the Poliah regi- 
ments and the 1st regiment of Italian cavalry: send back the 
other two. This is very important. I am on the borders of 
Poland ; to make war in that country one must have cavalry. 
Relying on your sending hack yours, I have withdrawn 8 regi- 
ments of horse from Italy, and if you fail me, enough will not he 
left there. Tho last 2 months have been spent in arming and 
viotuailing my strong places in Italy. I have just given orders 
that my army may be assembled by the 1st of December ; it will 
consist altogether of more than 60,000 men, I hope that by 
that time I shall have received the 8 regiments for which I am 
asking you ; after a few days' rest they will be able to do them- 
selves credit. Add that this will save you much money, aad 
thus enable you to raise some battalions of Neapolitan infantry, 
composed of men who are attached to you and whom you can 
trust ; they will be of more use to you than cavalry. Manage to 
send back with the cavalry a squadron of your regiment of light 
artillery. You can do without it, while it is indispensable here 
e plains. 



[256.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

My Brother, — I am sorry to hear of the death of your aide- 
de-camp Colonel Bruyere ; be was an accomplished officer : if 
only ho had been killed on the field of battle ! 

I see with pleasure that you have sent back 5 dragoon regi- 
ments ; you are awai'e that I wish you to send back a few more 
regiments of cavalry. You propose to send me a Neapolitan 
regiment ; you may do as yoa please about it : I own that I 
should very much like a regiment of 2000 Neapolitans. If you 
send this regiment, direct it on Brescia, from whence I shall have 
time enough to send for it to Berlin. As for the generals and 
aides-de-camp, you may take those whom you prefer. If you are 
sure that you do not want Marshal Mass6na, send him to Berlin. 
I will try to give him the command of one of my corps. 
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[ 357.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Berlin, Nov, 11, ISIJG, 

My Brother, — I Lave received jour letter of the 28th of 
Octoter. I sec no ohjeotioa to your printing the hullctins aa 
they ari'iTe : in the beginning it might have heen daugerous, hut 
thia danger has eeased to esist. I am ia Polanil. 



[ 268.] Nafouton to Josepb. 

Berlin, Not. IS, 1309. 

My Brother, — Tour newspapers contain nothing but petty 
details o£ aasaaainations and murders. Thia suits admirably the 
object of our enemies, who wish to persaade the world that 
everything ia topay-turvy in the kingdom of Naples. Forbid 
them in future to print anything except what is important. 



f 259,3 Napoleon to Josefii. 

Borliii, Nov, 15,18116, 

My Brother, — Tour aide-de-camp Clary has just arrived, and 
at the same time I have received your letter of the 30th, which 
was sent to me by post from Mayenoe. Yon will see by the bul- 
letins that our aff^rs here are prospering ; that my army is on 
the Viatula ; and that Poland is enthuaiaatio. I am master of 
all the strong places, I have taken in the campaign 140,000 
prisoners, of whom 20,000 are cavalry. I Lave captured more 
than 800 pieces of cannon, and 250 standards and colours. TLo 
Prussian army and monarohy Lave ceased to exist. 



[260.] Nai'oleon to Joseph. 

lierlia, Nov. IC, 1606. 

My Brother,— I have ordered M, MoUien to send you 500,000 
francs in gold, for your aide-de-camp tells me that you are poor 
I cannot at present answer your ijueation whether Julio ought to 
join you. I will make up my mind in a few days. I am going 
to try to organise some Prussian and G-erman regiments here for 
your service. The neire of what haa just happened has thrown 
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London into consternation. The occupation of Hamburgh, which 
I have just eSfected, and the deelaiatioa of the blockade of the 
British islands,* will increase this uneasiness. It appears that 
the recent elections have gone against the goYcrnment. 



[261.] Napoleos to Joseph. 

PoaeE, Nov.BD, leoa. 

My Brother, — I seo with pleasure that tho number of yotir 
inralida is beginning to diminish. EverjthLug will go on better 
and better with joa. 

I occupy the whole country on this side of the Vistula. I am 
at Posen, the capital of Great Poland. The Poles of all classes 
exhibit the greatest entlmsiasm. I still wish you to send as many 
cavalry regiments as you possibly can into Italy : that arm coats 
you much, and, as far as I can see, is of little use to you. 



PnasD, I18C. S, ISOO. 

My Brother, — You require a man of ability and energy; I 
thioLk: that Maodonald would suit you. Have a letter written to 
him at Paris on the subject; and if he consents to enter your 
service, it will be a great advantage for you. You understand 
that a proposal of this sort must come from you.f 



I S'iS.] NapoLEok to Joskpb, 

FoeeD, Deo. 8, ISIie. 

My Brother,— I have received your letter of the 17th of 
November. I see that you have sen^ back 2 regiments of Italian 
cavalry and 4 regiments of I'renoh dragoons. You have 2 regi- 
ments of dragoons, 1 Italian regiment, and 5 regiments of ohas- 

* This was the oelabrated Berlin Deowe, which declared the British 
Idaods iu a state of blookade, and prohibitad all comioBroe with them. — Tr. 

t MBodonald was the intimate friend of Moreau. He fell with Morean, 
and was for five yaai-s io disgcaue. This letter shows that Napoleon remam- 
hered Mm, and wished Mm to retojn to the service. Ue became marshal aiter 
the battle of Wagram. — Ed. 
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seurs. Aa I suppose that you keep the chaaaeurs, I have ordered 
a reiDforcement of men for each of those regiments to be sent to 
you, I have sent to M. Bejeau the iist of men whom you have 
taken for your guard. It seems to me that I have nominated 
most of thorn. 

[ S61.J NApotEOH TO JosEra, 

Foisn. Tica. B. isca 

My Brother, — I asked for your Polish legion ; it is urgently 
wanted. I suppose that it has aleady reached Milan. Send off 
all the Polish offii'era whom yow have ; let them travel post ; 
they aio not all wanted for the march of the legion. The whole 
of Poland is ia reheUion, and troops are being raised there in 
evei-y direction. I have ordered 600 men to he sent to you 
from your depQts in Italy, iveii armed and clothed. They may 
take the horses helonging to the sick, or you will easily procure 
others for them. I have made preparations in Italy; I have 
formed two campa, one at Verona and one at Bresoia, for it does 
not do to bo taken unprepared; and I have had these places pro- 
visioned. Austria, however, has at my request dissolved her 
corps of observation, and all inclines me to think that she wishes 
to be quiet. 

You still keep 3 regiments of French diagODns if you tan 
send them hack, eithei ail or in part it will be usetul , hut do 
not alter too much yiui military ornamsation I suppose that 
you are master of Eeggio and of Scylia The present season m 
Calabria must be good for the French you riust turn this 
weather to account in quieting the country In the wintei the 
French are capable of marching to any extent Yon ought to 
be thoroughly acquainted with the piesent position of youi army 
I should like to have a fresh leturn giving exactly the numbers 
present under arms and those m the hospitals and showing 
clearly the situation of your froopi I had ooncluded a truce, 
but the King of Prua&ia was unable to ratify it, as he was already 
in the power of the Russians. 

Your young aide-de-camp is a rake ; he will suffer for it in 
time. Give some news of Borghese to his family; he i8 at 
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Warsaw, at the head of tis regiment. All the strong places in 
SUesia will soon be in my power. Prince J^r&me is in com- 
mand of a German division. Although the declarations of 
Austria are pacific, I did not like to give precise orders to the 
Queen to join you at Naples. You may, however, do as you 
like ahout it ; but she does so well in Paris, and I dislike so 
much to see women and children running into the midat of sedition 
and rebellion, that in truth I see no objection to her delaying her 
journey, I have written to tell her that you have sent for her, 
but that I think she had better pass some more of the winter in 

Now that yon are more at rest, I snppose that ycu open your 
palace and enliven the society of Naples ; this is necessary both 
for your sake and for thai of the town. You should have a large 
circle, and not live too quietly. 



[266.] Nii'OLEOH TO Josum, 

I'osiin, Dec 7, 1805. 

My Brother,-—! was glad to see that you had sent soma 
cavalry regimeats back to Italy. I Iiave given orders that 900 
men, well armed and clothed, should be sent to join you from 
your depfits, to reinforce the 6 regiments of cavalry remaining 
with you. 

[ 2Ge.] NAFOUIOS It) JoSKPH. 

Posen.no&ll, 1806. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 22nd of 
November. I wish to have a return showing the positions of 
the French, Italian, and Neapolitan troops who are at present 
under your orders. 

[ 367.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Foff u, Dea 14, 1S08. 

My Brother,— I have received your letter of the 27th of 
November. If you can find some thousands of Neapolitans who 
are willing to serve with the Grand Army, assemble them in 
bodies and send them to Augsburg. You do not mention tho 
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PoUsli legion ; officers are what I want above alL If the legion 
has not yet loft Naples, collect all the soldiers in one tattalion, 
and send to mo the of5.cera and non-commissioned officers of the 
other battalions. I have granted the different decorations which 
joni asked me for. 



[aeS.] N p E oJ c 

■^ J n 1 7 

My Brotl ei —In the return of the "ith of Wuveml er I see 
that the 2 br gadea 1 elong ng to the [rov s onal reae ve wh ch 
were taken from the dep ts u Iviplea and cons sted of 8 hat 
talions, are not yet broken p *i d that the letj, hmeats 1 aYo 
not yet joined their regiments I hope that by th s t mo they 
have done so There are all b rts of object ons to these rre^,!! 
larities; tie accounts a e thionn nto oonfua on and the rej, 
ments are d soouraged Tl e officers and non c mmLss onod 
officers of these prov sional baftal ons a c bes d i wanted af tl e 
depots, to iustmot the great nu nber of coa r }. ts who hav luet 
arrived. Pray attend to th ? It ib very import nt Send bi(,k 
to the depi ts the majoro the officers s,i d non comm ss one 1 
ofEcera of the " d 1 att j1 on lai or ler the provisional detach 
ments to join their regiments. 



[369.] Hapoli!os to Joseph. 

TTiraaw. Jan. 6.180T. 

My Brother, — You will find enclosed a decree which I have 
just issued.* I beg you to give the most positive orders for its 
execution. I want to add 2 regiments to the Army of Italy. 
Besides, these regiments have suffered bo severely in Calabria, 
that they require to be brought together. I even intend them 
to proceed to Germany, that I may have them under my eye. 
They have also to wipe out the shame of having been beaten hy 
the English. By the returns of the Army of Naples of the 1st 

* TMs deGree does not appear. It prohnbly related to the two rs^ments, the 
let light iufantrj aad the i2»A, wihiah bega^ the flight at Muda — Tb. 
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of December I th t th p viBiojia! battaJions aro still 
iatence. What y in m ter of war and the chief of joui 
staff doing ? D th h ttaliona to be broken up immedi- 

ately, and the d t hm ta t be incorporated in their 
You will see th 1 1 d y 5000 men, armed and 
from your dep t B t the month of June yon, will have 
6000 more, T k t d back the of&eers and non-coi 

missioned officers of the 3rd battalions. The 6th of the line is 
very weak. It would be an economy and good for the service 
to incorporate the priyatea * in the 1st battalion, and to send back 
the cadre of the 2nd to the depot. I think that you had better 
treat in the same way all the regiments of which the battalions, 
including the reinforcements that I am sending to you, do not 
amount to 800 men. My battalions Jjere have each an effective 
force of 1250 men. In this way you can diminish your expenses 
considerably without weakening your army, and you may send 
back from 160 to ISOf ofBcers. It would fecilitate also the 
forming cadres in Upper Italy. Tou may take this opportunity 
to get rid of all the officers who are tired of the service and the 
country. I leave you, however, to do as yow think proper. 



[270,] NaroLEOH to JosepU. 

My Brother,— You ask me for 24,000,000 a year. The 
French army which I have in the kingdom of Naples would not, 
anywhere else, cost mo so much. The iarge armaments which I 
am making: will not admit of my sending such a large sum out of 
France. 

I have, however, ordered all that can be spai'ed from the mint 
of Turin to be sent to you. 

•In Hie text the word is "offioiors,"but this must be a toistaka. The 
officers malce part of the cadre, nhicb consists of t^e commisdonad and non- 
commissioned officers. All that follows shows that it was the privates wlio were 
to he retained, and tli i ofScers who were to he Bent bacli. — Tn. 

tin the test " IS b, 1800 tfficiers," This must be an error of a ciplier. 
— Tb. 
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[371.] Napoleos to JoaepH, 

Wfltsaw, Jan, 18, 180T. 

My Brother,— I have rooeived your letter of the 29t!i of 
December. I see by it that you do not keep Marshal Massfina. 
Tou hafe now witli yon not one man who has heeii mised up 
in great events. You will want such a man in 
tiink, then, that you ■would do well to aak for the i 
General Macdonald, and by a direot proposal. You will see 
that I have ordered a detachment of 5000 or 6000 recruits to be 
sent to you from Italy. 



[272.] Napoleok to Joseph.* 

WfiPsaw, Jan. 2S, 1807. 

Monsieur mon Fr^re, — ^I ooidd not receive your Majesty's 
letter and wishes for my happinoaa without strong emotion. Tour 
fortunes and my viotoriea have interposed between ua yast 
countries; you are on the shores of the Mediterranean, I am on 
those of the Baltic ; but in the harmony of our measures we tend 
towards the same objects. Keep a watch on your coast; do not 
suffer it t« be approached by the English or by thoir commerce ; 
their exclMion will restore tlie tramjuillity of your country. 
Tour kingdom is rich and populous ; with the help of God, it 
will attain power and prosperity. Accept my most heartfelt 
wishes for the happiness of your reign, and trust, in every situa- 
tion, to my fraternal affection. The deptuation sent to me by 
your Majesty has hononralDly fulfilled its mission. I have re- 
quested them to carry back to your Majesty the assurance of my 
most sincere attachment. 

On this, I pray to Uod, Monsieur mon fr6re, that he may 
keep you in his holy and honourable care. 

^ This letter was to ba given to Joaeph hy the doputatioti aanl by him to 
compliment the Emperor on the New Year. Hence its offiiarf form. — Ed. 
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WAR BETWEEN TCIEKEY AND RUSSIA. 



My BrotboT, — Turkey haa declared war against Russia, as 
you will see by the IniUetin of to-day, A Tartar who left Coa- 
Btaatinople on the 3rd of January brings me the most faTourable 

1,000,000 frames in gold Las been sent from Tjirim to Naplea. 
My health has never been so good, as tlie ladies haye found. 



[274,] Napolkon to Jobefh. 

Lcibst!u1t,Peb. ei. ISOT. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 28th of 
January. I see no objection to General Maodonald's entering 
your service leta.ining the rank of a ErCneli general. You tell 
me that Marshal Jourdan has 140,000 francs a-year, and yet is 
not satisfied ; what do you wish me to do for him ?* I have 
ordered 1,000,000 francs to be sent to you. I will send you 
whatever I can, but in my present situation I am obliged to 
incur many expenses. M. ilcederer will have no peace till he 
lias conrineed you that I can send to you a groat deal of money. 



My Brother,— The sinHrg fund lias only enough for its 
ordinary purposes ; it cannot lend.f I have, however, sent you 
a million, and ordered yon to have another. 



My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 2nd of 
February. I have read the papers relating to the infamous 
a of the blind French soldiers on their return from 



* Marshal Jourdan did not complain tliat lie was liailly paid, but tliat hs 
had notliing to do.— Eu. 

t Joaeph liad requested a loan of tea millions of franca from the sinking 
fimi— Th. 
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joaEpn,s demauks. 



Egjpt. It is horrible. All the evidence siiould be printed in 
Freueli aod in Italian. It will be an historical dooumeut. 



[277,] Joseph to Napoleon,* 

NaplsB. Jan, 14,1501, 

SJrb, — I send Genera! Otesar Berthier to your Majesty. He 
will inform your Majesty fully as to the state of the htmj. I 
have no doubt that he will obtain from your Majesty all that ia 
Decessary to enable ua to deserve your Majeaty'a confidence. 

That is to say, — 

1. A loan, or a gift, of 10,000,000. 

2. A monthly sum paid regularly, here, or in Paris, were it 
only 1,000,000. 

3. A promotion of the brigadier-generals, colonels, and officers 
of the corps which have had none since the campaign of Aus- 
terlita. 

4. The decoration of the Legion of Honour, which your Ma- 
jesty allowed to be hoped for by the corps whicli can'ied on tlio 
riege of G-aeta, and to which you may think tiie troops who made 
the Calabriau campaign entitled. 

Majiy regiments, Sire, have lost a third of their numbei's by 
fatigue, sickness, and battle. Their complaints and their impor- 
tunities to be allowed to go to the grand army have forced me to 
taie this step. The letters which they receive from their com- 
rades, the promotions of which they hear, the prodigious victories 
of your Majesty, the painful and obscure war in which they are 
engaged here, the erection of the Madeleine, in which they have 
no part, although they feel that this war is as severe as that of 
those in whose honour it ia raised, — all these things discourage 
them. It is absolutely necessary that you should do something 
to reanimate their spirits. What I ask for will have that effect; 
There is not a private who does not feel that this country cannot 
provide for the army, or who does not think that, when he is left 
to the resources which it can furnish, ho is abandoned. 

* Tbis letter is iiiBerted to render the next JnteTligible. — Te. 
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rOLISH CAMPAIGN. 



[278.] NiPOLEoN TO Joseph, 

Oatemde, March I.IBOT.* 

My Brother, — I sencl baolc to you General Ctesar Berthier. 
I leave jou to appoint wliom you please Minister of War, or 
Chief of the Staff of my arnij at Naples. I have given the 
Legion of Honour to the men whom you su^ested to me. I was 
sorry to see that yoii proposed M. de Bouillfi, who has never been 
in battle. This is the way in which I am forocd to give undo- 
'served rewarda. I have appointed Colonels Huart, Abbfie, and 
Cardeneau, brigadier-generala I have promoted Stciuliaut of 
the 4th chasseurs to be colonel, and given companies to Lieuten- 
ants Kcederer and Clary. 

I refer you to Csesar Berthier as to your comparison of the 
eervices of the army of Naples to those of the grand army. 
Neither the staff, nor the colonels, nor the other regimental 
of&cers have taken their clothes off for the last two months, some 
not for four months (I myself havo been a fortnight witbont 
taking off my boots), in the middle of snow and mud, without 
bread, wine, or brandy, living on potatoes and meat, making long 
marches and countermarches without any sort of comfort, fighting 
with our bayonets frequently under grape-shot ; the wounded 
obliged to be removed in sledges, ia the open air, to a distance 
of fifty leagues. To compare us with the army of Naples, mak- 
ing war in that beautiful country, where they have bread, wine, 
oil, linen, sheets to their beds, society, and even women, looks like 
an attempt at a joke. After having destroyed the Prussian 
monarchy, we are fighting against the remnant of the Prussians, 
agwnst Russians, Cossacks, and Kalmucks, and the tribes of the 
north, who formerly conquered the Eomau empire. We have war 
in all its fierceness and all its horrors. In such fatigues every 
one has been more or less ill, except myself, for I never was 
stronger : I have grown fat. 

I see from your returns that you have 53,000 men effective, 
and 43,000 present under arms. This ia more than yon want. 

* Tliis letter was written three weeks after the battle of Eylan— Ta. 
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Tou have before you an effective force of only 18,000 Engliali, of 
whom there are not 10,000 present under arms. The Rnssians 
have something else to do than to meddle iffith you. The im- 
mense levies that I am making in Franco and Italy prevent my 
sending you money. Would yon have thought that, in spite of 
my large possessdonR, I should have just been forced to spend 
12,000,000 francs in buying horses in Franco ? Such a war as I 
am engaged in consumes hoth men and materials ; immense sums 
are reijuisite merely to repair my losses. I am obliged to keep 
up a oonsiderahle army of observation in Italy. I must pay 
numerous bodies of national guards to watch my coasts, for my 
coasts and my harbours are blockaded like yours. All the assist- 
ance that I can give you is this : 6000 meu from the dep6ts of 
your army, well armed and equipped, are in march to reinforce 
your regiments ; 3000 more will start on the 15th of April, wiiich 
will make a reinforoement of 9000 men. Since January I hive 
sent you 1,000,000 francs, which was all that I had left in my little 
treasury in Turin. I have ordered 500,000 francs a month to be 
sent to you during April, May, June, July, August, September, 
October, and November, which will amount to 4,000,000 francs 

Oil looking at M. Etedorer's report I am convinced that you 
have immense resources. When you have to pay 26 miUnns on 
account of a siational debt, there are at once 26 millions to be got 
by merely stopping payment for one year. Your Neapolitan 
army is too expensive. But what docs M. Ecederer mean by 
talking of a sinking fund ? What business have you with sueh 
nonsense? Tour business is to pay your army. Is it jossible 
that in a country which is not yet consolidated by the recognition 
of Europe or by peace, the establishment of such institutions 
should bo thought of ? M. B<ederer is in a position unlavourable 
to your interests. He wants to put his theories into execution, 
and to make himself popular in the country by endeavouring to 
relievo it. 

Create no orders of knighthood ; found no new financial insti- 
tutions. All these things should be done in tune of peace. 
Everything will come with peace, and peace will come in time. 
One cannot make a man of imagination like M. Eosdcrcr under- 
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stand that the great art is to be governed hj time ; that what 
ouglit not to he done till 1810 cannot he done in 1807. The 
Gallic temperament cannot submit to wait upon time, and yet it 
is by doing so that I have g^ned all my success. I might say of 
DumaeVhat I have said of Koadeier. They are men who never 
have had, and never will have, the prudence to be governed by 
time ; who will do to-morrow what ought not to bo done till the 
day after, and will never know how to extricate yott from your 
difficulties. A man like Salicetti would have made a good 
Minister of Fmanco. Pay your army first ,■ it is a sacred debt. 
Allow no complaining. With the French you must show firm- 
ness. The army of Naples has no cause for murmuring. Say 
to them, " Do you complain? ask General Berthier, he will tell 
yoa that your Emperor has been living for weeks upon potatoes, 
and bivouacking in the snows of Poland. You may judge from 
this of what happens to the ofScers ; they get nothing to eat but 



f 279.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Oalcmfle, Marcli 5, ISOT. 

My Brother, — You will find annexed the report which has 
been made to mo of the despatch of 4600 men to your army, to 
reinforce your companies. As soon as they arrive, send back the 
officers aud non-commissioned officers, and incorporate these de- 
tachments into your regiments. 



[380.] NAtoLF-os TO JosErn. 

OEtemIe.Mordill, ]SC7. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 20th of 
February. The English squadron is before Constantinople. I 
have news up to the 10th to the effect that the English ambas- 
sador has left that capital. We shall see now how this will turn 



My Brother, — I send yoa the orders which I have just given 
for 1600 men to join you in the course of April, Take care to 
incorporate them into yonr I'egiments as soon as they arrive, 
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and to send baelt the officers and non-commiBaioned officers to 
your depote. 

[ S83.] NAroLEOK to Talleykand. 

Ostmods, March 12. T i-.u, 

I Lave received your letter of the 10th. I have 300,000 
iafion=( of hiseuit la Warsaw Trom Wii&iw to Osteiola ib S 
5 ys journey Dj miracka to enable rae ti have sent to mo 
eve y diy 50 000 ratioBa of biscuit and 2000 p nt of braiidy 
The succL^^ of the ^reatest comhrnitiona indeed the fate of 
Lu ope depends on a qni-st m ot ^ulJSlatence To beat the 
E.ussian'i if I have bread is ch Id s i lay I have millions, and 
I am rej,ly to pay WhitLvei mcins you employ I admit t 1 e 
good if on the receipt of this lettei yoii send to m overl ud 
hj Meaza ind Zakro km 50 000 rifioni it bHrait and _iOOO 
i mt& cf brandy SO wig^ na a day which I am will ng t) pay 
with the r w(.ight m goll are enough If the pitiioti&m of tho 
P le? cannot do thia they are not worth mach This mattoj is 
more miportaut than all the negotiations m the woild Call 
together the Commissvy the Cfovemor Geneial Leniarroi'i and 
th most mfluci tial membeia of the govLniiaent Spen 1 m ney 
T ajpzove cf everything B s mt ind b duly aie ill that we 
want These oOO 000 latioca of lisouit and iheie IS 000 oi 
20,00 ) pints t titndy, if they reai-h us m a few days, will spoil 
the oomhiiiations of all the hostile powers.* 

r2S3.1 Napoleon TO T-iLLUvEAND, 

OslflHiae,Maroli,160T. 

It ia true that Andr^ossyt is not a man of talent or a firat- 
r;ite observer, and perhaps he exaggerates what he perceives ; but 
you are credulous; it ia as easy to seduce you aa you find it easy 
to seduce others. Any one eaa deceive you by fiatteriog you, 
M. de Tincent caresses you to cheat you. Austria, fears ua, but 

* TMbvs, toL vii p. 412. 

t Aair&assy was (he French Minister in VJBima, and tepocted the 
incareasing hostility of Anstria. 'Vmnent was 
Warsaw. 
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she hates ua. She is arming in the hope of profiting by on 
defeat. If we conquer, she will aot as M. d'Haugwitz did on 
day after Ansterlitz, and you will seem to have been right. Bu 
if tho event bo doabtfal, we shall find her in arms on our reaa 
But she must be forced to explain herself. She is making iadee 
a great mistaJio in not joiuiag us, now that wo are masters c 
Prussia, and can restore to her what Erederic toolc from her. I 
a single day she might be repaid for all that she has lost dnrin 
the last half- century, and recover what she has been deprived o 
ij Prussia and by France. But she must speak out. 

Does she wish for indemnities ? I offer her Silesia. 

Is she alarmed at the state of the East ? I will put her at he 
ease as respects tho low Danube by putting Moldavia and Wal 
lacHa at her dispoflition. 

Does our presence in Dalmatia disturb her? I am ready t( 
make any saciifices there, receiving au ec^uivalent. 

Or, in short, is she pieparing to make war, to try again hei 
strength agamsit us, when wo are fighting all the rest of th« 
Continent ? Be it so I am ready for my new enemy. But lei 
her not think to surprise me. Only women or children cao 
suppose that I shall bury myself in the wilds of Russia without 
having taken propei precautions. Anatria will not find me 
\inready. She will find m Sasony, in Bavaria, and in Italy 
armies to resist her 

She will find me fall back on her with all my weight, crush 
her, and punish her more severely than I have pimished any ot 
the kingdoms that I have conquered. IPor her faithlessness I 
will make her au example more striking, more terrible than 
anything which is suggested even by the present state of 
Prussia, Let her explain horsolf. Let me know what she 



* Thieis vol yii p i61 

I have mEBrted &c-,s lattars from NajioleoiL tj ralleyianl, tli^ his 
Minister at Wiiriaw a" they show the diffiGnlties nitb uliich he bal to 
contend, and for how iittle, among those diflicnltias ho rej-konad the 
Ruaaianarmv, and as showixig "ilao the natm^ of bia jplationa at thia time 
■with Austria. The second lottei is a splendid exhibition of sober, resolute, 
calculatJQg audacity. — Tr. 
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£2ai.] Napolieon to J<aErii. 

Osteroae, Match U, ISQT. 

My Brother, — Sead tack to Tonlon the battalions wliioli 
you have of tie 32iid infantry ; tiis will diminisli your army by 
only 400 men and will enable me to recaat that regiment 



[285,] NiPiiJEO-^ TO Joseph 

■J8t=r ae,Maicii°0 ISOT 

My Brothei, — The conscnpts who ht.ye reached you in 
police caps are without doubt those who htve been sent from the 
army of Italy I have esprea^ed my displeasaro at their not 
havmg been sent to you properly armed and equipped It la 
impossible that you should tike conacripta for your guard * M 
Dfijoan is not authorised to change the destination of a single 
conscript; but I have wuttento M Laeuee to take 100 con 
scripts from the levy of each yeir, under the title of Geneial 
Depot of Naples, foi jou to pkce m jour guaid You will 
annoy me much if you take those who aie mtonded ior the 
regiments; it seives ^s a pretext to the colonels for committing 
abuses. You have withdrawn the best companiea fiom my 
cavalry regiments for your guard , this wiU disorganise them- 
KecoUect that it takes six campaigns to form the character of a 
regiment, and that it can be destroyed in one moment. You 
have a great deal of cavalry ; send two more regiments to Italy, 
for I intend to withdraw from thence most of the cavalry, For 
all whom you send to me, Neapolitana or others, employment will 
be found hero. 

[ 386,1 Nafoleoh to JosEPn. 

My Brother, — I cannot help being extremely displeased 
with the manner in which you disorganise my regiments. You 
have taken the best companiea of the cavalry to form your guard, 

• Josepb, in order to keep up Mb guard, iad propoBed to talfe for jt every 
yem 100 of the conscripts aeat from France to raJDforea tlxa Frsnoii ivnuy ja 
Naples.— Tit. 
Vol. I.— 11 
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SO that the regiments to which they belonged have lost their 
staple, and are no longer of any service. This is tie way to 
make a few men of very little use, and a great many altogctliDr 
Tiselesa My purpose, which I announce to you aa Commander- 
in-Chief of my army, is not to aOow even a drummer-boy to 
leave my regiments without my order. Dumas' attempt is 
abaui-d. He is taking a great deal of trouble to form bad 
Neapolitan regiments, which will be the first to fire on you if any 
disaster should oconr ; and, what is the worst of all, my army is 
Q order to form a heap of eatablishments. 
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[287.] Napoleo 

My Brother, — I have reee d y 
March. I see with pleasure th t y t 
and that all goes on well w tb y 
discipline of your army; on m th 
mischief wkich can be repaired ly by m ths f m t 

care. If you form a camp, plac tbtw Wpl dClb 
It would be absurd to do auyth g wh h might }^e>t th 
possibility of your evacuating th p t I It p J bl th t tb 
6000 English who left Sicily h t d t tl Atl t T 

expect, however, information o th 
the midst of snow, while in yo p 
perhaps becoming too hot. I h tl 
dated the 3rd of March from C t t 
completely failed, and the Ott m 
which is most important to 
enemies. The English have aft d 
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[ 28S.] Nafoi-eon to Joskfh, 

Fiuakenalcio, April 1*, 1307, 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 26tb of 
March. I have appointed Colonel peatr^es Brigadier General. 
Since you wish me to tell you what I think of your proeeedinga 
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at Naples, I own that I wa^i Eot veiy well pleased with, the 
preamble to the decree suppressing the oonTents.* In what 
Goncerna religion the language employed should be in a religious 
and not in a philosophical spirit. You should display the 
talents of a ruier, not those of an author or of a man of letters. 
Why talk of the services which the moaka have rendered to the 
arts and to science ' Their merit does not coBsist m thobe 
setyioes, but in their admmiatration of the consolationa of religion 
This preamble ia entirelj philosophical, which is not whit w^a 
wanted. You seem to me to mault those whom you espel 
The preamble ought to have been m accordance with the monii/al 
system. Disagreeable things are better endured from one who 
agreea with you than from a person who differs. You ought to 
have said that the number of the monks made their subsistence 
difficult ; that the dignity of their profession required that they 
should ail be well supported; that for that purpose a part must 
be removed ; that some must be preserved, because they are 
required for the administration of the saoraments, and that others 
must be released, &c. &e. As a general principle, I distrust a 
government which deals iu fine writing. Each decree ought to 
have its own appropriate and professional style ; a well-informed 
monk, approving the suppression, would have expressed himself 
differently. People bear injury when unaccompanied by insult 
and wheu the Mow doea not appear to come from an enemy. 
Now the eneroies of the monacal profession are literary men and 
philoBophera. You know that I am myaelf not fond of them, 
since I have destroyed them wherever I could. 

An English vessel, which was carrying 25,000 muskets to 
Palermo, has been shipwrecked on the coast of Spain ; this event 
must be considered as fortunate, for there is a great defioienoy 
of arms in Europe, 

* The ptoambiB stated in effeat that the roligious orders, which onee 
weca the presarverfl of knowledge and reasoning, had hecome nimeoessary. 
That iiie attantian of the present ago was directed towards art, Ecience, 
military, colonial, and oomraenaol objeeia. That the expense reqaired 
for these purposes obliged economy in oflier things. Wherefore, Sus. 



jiGoogle 



244 aiE&E OF DAHTZItt Ceap. VIII 

[289.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

FtaokccBtein, Apill IS, 1807. 

My Brotker, — I hare reoemd your letter of the 29th of 
March, and I thank jou foi all that you say. Peace ia a mar- 
riage wMch depends on a union of inclinations.* Ifwe must 
atUl fight, I am ready. You will see by mj message to the Sonata 
that I am raising fresh troops.f I am not of your opinion, that 
you are beloved l)y the Neapolitans. This is the test : If there 
were not one Frenchman in Naples, would you be able to raise 
30,000 men to defend yourself against the English and the party 
of the Queen ? As I am sure of the contrary, I cann,(t think as 
you do. No doubt your people will become attached to you; but 
it will be after eight or ten years of peace, when you know them, 
and they know you ; attachment with a nation means esteem, 
and they esteem their sovereign when he is dreaded by the bad, 
and when the good regard Lim with confidence. He then may 
count on their fidelity and aasistanee. 

Like you, I thought the Luxembourg feto absurd. I heard of 
it too late, or I should have prevented it. Being unable to do ao 
in time, I have let the thing pass without saying any thing about 
it, and you should do the same. It is the fault of the Queen, 
who is too indulgent ; she ought to have said that it was not 
suitable. 

By this time you are eating green peas at Naples, and per- 
haps you find shade agrocahlo. We are still as if we were in the 
month of January. We have opened the trenches before Dantzic; 
100 siege-guna have begun to be collected there. The works are 
at 120 yards from the place, which is garrisoned by 6000 Kua- 
sians and 20,000 Prussians, commanded by General Kalkreuth. 

* In the letter to which this ia an Hjiswer Joseph had espressed a facliof 
that he maa really loved hy his now Euhjects. He had reiitui'ed to recommend 
Napoleon to make peace on any terms (fnire la pais h toot prix). He had 
also complained lliat CambacMs had given a fdte in the Luxembourg, in the 
apartments of the CJneen of Naples. — Th. 

t He called oat in March, 180T, the consoripaon of 1808.-— Te. 
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I hope to take it within a fortnight, and this capture will bo of 
some sei-¥ico to me. In short, you need have bo uneasiness. 



[ 280.] NapOLEON TO Joseph, 

Finckonsteiu, April 24, 1807. 

My Brother, — I h&ve received your letter of the 2nd of 
April. I am glad that you are satisfied with the disposition of 
your people. The Are opened upon Dantzic this morning. There 
are 80 pieces of cannon, and the batteries are at 80 yards from 
tlie place. The Emperor of Russia has joined his army. It 
seems that a grand council of war deliberated on attempting to 
raise the blockade of Dantzic; but they were afraid, and tept 
quiet. I devote all my esertioas to taking that place, which 
will yield me 18,000 prisoners, and wi!! place an army of 25,000 
men again at my disposal. 

[291.] NiFnLP N TO J Ein 

r u enst In May 1=07 

My Brother, — I haye ilc i¥ed y ur letter of the 15th ot 
April. I see that "iou have named teuLiat Lamirqne Chief ot 
the Staff; and that you have given the command of a divisnn 
on the coast to (jenpral Beithier I appiove of these appoint 
mentB. I aivise you to withdraw nine of my troops whether 
ofE-Oera or privatei to make them enter the army of Napier 
Every corps returning irom Niples is no more than a skeleton 
because the Id soldiers have been removed this does much 
harm. You "jcak in joui letter of the 9th of April of a repoit 
upon Sicily which they have torgotten to annex Can I hive 
the Ist Neapolitan regiment sent to the Grand Army / It is 
the only way to form the Neapolitan troops I am glad that 
you have dispatched the B2ii I light mtantry to Italy I shall 
send it on ti Toulon to 1 e le i inizp 1 
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[292.] Nafoleon to Joseph. 

FindtensKsIn, May 4, IBOI. 

My Brotter, — I hivo received your letter of the I'ith of 
April. I do not doubt that m time M Rcederer may become all 
that you say." When a man gets aocu t med to affan'f he 
despises theory, or uses it only ^s the geometers do not ti will 
in a mathematically str ught Imc but to keep m the same direo 
tion. HoweTer, I believe m M Ecedcrers att'ichment m h s 
honesty, and in hie intelhgence , but will his imagmatioB ever be 
tamed down to business ? This can be proved only by eiperieuce. 
In your correspondonce with my ministers t you must expect to 
be treated as Commander-in-Chief of my army, and to hear of 
my displeasure whenever the rules of administration are not fol- 
lowed, For instajioe, it has annoyed me a little that several of 
my corps have been in some measure disorganised. I do not 
value my army by its numbers, but by the men of experience 
and bravery that it contains. The whole army of Prance is 
nnable to furnish my guard without being somewhat enfeebled in 
spirit. Consider then the harm which has been done to tho armies 
of Holland and Naples by tho loss of the men who have been 
taken for tho guards of those two countries. I could mention a 
regiment, once exoeUent, which the King of Holland has mined 
for me ; it is now worth nothing : but that now belongs to the 
past. I will send you as many French conscripts as you lite ; 
but I entreat you to take cave of the regiments belonging to the 
army of Naples, and to keep them in good order. You must 
resent any chattering or manifestation of discontent. I think 
that the habit of governing will, with your natural good sense 
and abilities, strengthen your character, and render you capable 

* M. Erederer was the subject of a running dispute between Napoleon and 
Josepli; Napoleon, who never overcame a prejudice, always sneering at him 
as a theorist and a philosopher ; Joseph, who never abandoned a friend, de- 
fending him as a man not only of mtegrity and diligence, but of sound practi- 
cal sense.— Th. 

t Joseph had complained t^at be rsceived rebukes from the Emperor and 
ftom hia ministers. — Ta. 
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of conducting this vast machine, if it should be your lot to sur- 
vive me. 

Prince JSronie is doing well; I am very mucli pleased with 
him, and am greatly deceived if there is not stuff la him to mate 
a first-rate mau. You may he sure, however, that he has no idea 
that I think so, for in my letters I do nothing hut find fault with 
him. He is adored in Silesia. I placed him there purposely ia 
a distant and independent command, because I do not believe in 
tte proverb that it is necessary to know how to obey in order to 
know how to command. 

I am not ill-pleased with Louis ; but ie is too kin S. for the 
dignity of a crown. He does not pay much attention to my 
advice ; nevertheless, I continue to give it to him, and ;,xpe- 
rience will soon teach him that much ot whit lie has been doing 
was wrong. I blamed the matitntion of ins order, not tliat I 
objected to it in itself but it was premature for how eould he 
avoid giving it to the persons bj whom he was surrounded ? 
and how set thia indelible stamp upon men who were unknown 
to him, and who at the first rcYerae peihaps will show themselves 
to be worthless ? This remark is likewise for your benefit ; you 
must feel its force. Wait till you know something of the men 
who surround you. A king must not Institute an order as he 
arranges a tunting-party, as a mere amusement. It must be 
attached to some great reeoUection. Your coronation will be a 
memorable epoch ; all Europe will then be at peace, Louis hM 
also just pei-mitted the Dutch ladies to reassume ttetr titles, they 
are given to them even by hia chamberlains. I was very angry 
with him. Nor was I satisfied with his quoting to mo your 
example, as if there were anything ia common between a king- 
dom like yours and a republic which has undergone as many trials 
as France. If you have occasion to write, say something to him 
about it ; for, as all this is supposed to bo done by my advice, it 
has a bad effect in France. As I do not intend to re-establish 
the old titles in France, I will not have them restored iu a coun- 
try to which I have guaranteed a constitutional government, and 
whose fortunes have so much resembled those of France. 

It would be proper to have a cipher between you and me; 
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and I have written to M. Tallejrand to send you one. My 
health is very good. We begin, at iast, to perceive the approaches 
of spring. Tiie siege of Dantzio is advancing. We have 80 
gnna placed in battery ; we ought to occupy the covered way and 
pass the ditch in two or three days. 

I recommend the principality ef Beueyento t« your care. 
Treat it well, for I should be sorry if you were to do anything 
to annoy the Prince, with whom I am perfectly well satisfied. 



[293.] Wapolhoh Tt JjiLru 

r 71 kcBst n May 8, iSm. 

My Brother, — If ycu have money coined, I wiih you to 
adopt the same set of values as m the com? ot Fnnee , and that 
yon place the axms of your kingdom on one side ■md your own 
head upon the other. I have already done this ioi my kingdom 
of Italy; and the Princes of the Gontodeiation do the bame. In 
this manner there will be a uaitoim coinage tbioaghout Europe, 
which will be a great advantage to trade It might le as weli 
to insorifce the value of the com by w-jy ot legend, <t'5 for ex- 
ample — " JVopoZ&n de 20 fr." 



[294.] Nafoleos to Jo9eph. 

My Brother, — I have seen General Matkieu ; I let him know 
that I was sorry that the English were established on the Conti- 
nent, Ton dioTild take Scylla, if possible, and then fortify it, 
and place in it a good garrison, provisioned for three months. 
Ton should keep only a few troops in Lower Calabria. On an 
invasion, all the troops that are rec^uisite for the defence of that 
province should retire upon Scylla. Nine hundred men, infantry, 
gendarmerie, or artillery, will keep you In possession of the 
lower part of the province, and will form the garrison of Scylla, 
which might hold out for more than a month, during which time 
the anny would relieve it. 

Among the plans wbicb you have sent to me I do not see one 
for Castellamare \ it is to that place that I am most inclined. 
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Tile position cannot be more imfavoKrable than that of Genoa; 
and Genoa is reckoned a good fortress. In mountainous eitu*- 
tJons, the good positions generally resolve themselves into two or 
three, which alone are susoeptihle of defence. My intention is, 
that the fortress should be also a aeaport ; you hare thiree — 
Naples, CastcUaiaare, audTaranto. I prefer Caatellamare to the 
others, because I would establish lines of fortification closing the 
isthmus of AmaJfi, and construct in the island of Capri a fort 
which would command the fishery and the coast of Naples, and 
he within reach of succours irow. Toulon. I take it for granted 
that in two or three years, and with 7 or 8 million francs, these 
ends might easily he accomplished at Caatellamare, although it 
would afterwards require a labour of 20 years to complete it. 
What enemy would undertafe:e to take Naples if he had not a 
sufficient force to take Caatellamare ? and what foi'ce would be 
sufficient to take Caatellamare, if the isthmus and the place were 
defended by 18,000 or 20,000 men ? It would require an army 
of at least 50,000 men. You will ask me how the kingdom of 
Naples ia to obtain these 20,000 men. Why, as you will have 
the crews of yonr men-of-war and of the Erench ships sent 
thither in order to revictual the place, the Eoyal guard, the 
main body of the Neapolitan army, the gendarmerie, and the 
main body of the French auxiliary army, you are more likely 
to have 30,000 than 20,000 men. One year of war in this 
peninsula, and the kingdom of Naples will be sayed. They say 
that Castellamare ia mountainous ; it cannot be more so than 
Genoa. Two plana must therefore be made, one of the lines and 
one of the fortress ; and first of all, the plan of the Jines, which 
are to close up the iathmus. I am aware that it ia 2 leagues in 
breadth ; but the points of defence of this space would probably 
be reduced to 7 or 8 forte, which, maintained by an army of 
20,000 men, would not be easily taken. However, supposing 
them taken at laat, there aUould be at Castellamare a continued 
fortification like that of Genoa. Add to tliis a good fort in the 
island of Capri. Thb is the plan to which you should adhere. 
Give positive orders for its preparation ; and that I may properly 
understand the situation, employ an artist to make a relief of 
Vol, L— 11* 
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the whole peninsula, so that I may see how the mountaina com 
mand one another. 

[ 296.] Napoleon to Josnpa. 

FluckeDstfii, May 27, leOT. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 10th of May. 
I beg you to take caro of my cavalry ; it is getting ruined at 
Naples. The Paoiia of Janina is an enemy of the KiissiaBS, but 
he ia false ; there is no harm in your sending him some aasistance, 
but this shonid not be pushed too far ; fair words will be enough. 
Contradict in the Neapolitan newspapers all the false reports 
which are spread upon the affairs of Turkey ; insert a statement 
that Dantzic is taken, and that I find there immense stores of all 
descriptions. Ton will read the particulars of the surrender of 
that place in the different bulletins. The Russian expedition, 
under the command of General Kamoreskoi, after having been 
beaten, has re-embarked and disappeared. Wo are beginning at 
last to have a little warm weather here. 



[296.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Flnckimateln, Msy 2B, 1307. 

My Brother, — Address a letter to the bishops of your kmg- 
dom to order publio thanksgivings throughout the territory for 
the successes of the French army and the capture of Dantzic. 
Publish in all your newspapers the news irom Constantinople * 
annexed to this letter. Insert frequent contradictions of the 
evil reports which the agents of England and Russia are pleased 
to disseminate. 

[397.] Napouion TO Joseph. 

Tilalt, Juneao, ISOT. 

My Brother, — I am on the Ni^men. The battle of Fried- 
land, which was fought on the anniversary of that of Marengo, 
has decided the contest. The Russian array has been d 

* Probably the retreat of Admiral Duckworth's sqnaSron, sflar an i 
oessfnl atleinpt to obtan the olUance of Tmiej agajnst France. — Tn. 
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you will doubtless have reoeived already the bulletins. I pre- 
sume that you will have a Te Deum throughout your kingdom 
for so happy an event. This battle has been as decisive as those 
of Marengo, of Austerlitz, and of Jena, 



[2SB.] Kapoleon to Joseph. 

Ttlsit, Juno BT, 18G7, 

My Brother,-^-! have conoluded aa armistice with the Em- 
peror of Russia. He orders his ships to cease all hostilitioa 
against the French flag, or the flags of Italy and Naples ; my 
desire is that, if any Russian ships enter your ports and apply 
for refreshments, you let them have all that they ask, either in 
return for payment, or else keeping aa account of the value. I 
have instructed Prince Eugfine to give you the details of all 
which has passed here latterly. Make known at Corfu the orders 
which the Emperor of Russia has given to his admiral, and all 
that baa happened. 

[ HOS.j Nafoleoh to JoaapH. 

Illsll^ Jnlj- 4, 180T. 

My Brother, — I think it will be desirable that you should 
begin the construction of two ships of 74 guns ; that five-twelfths 
of them should be completed this year, and that in the spring 
they be fit to be launched. Pray let me have a report upon 
Taranto. Would one of my sc[Uadrons be safe there ? Would 
its anchorage be safe from a eonp-de-maiu ? Are the islands 
fortified? I have been here a fortnight with the Emperor of 
RusMa and the King of Prussia, They dine with me every day, 
and we spend the greater part of our time together. Everything 
leads me to think that peace will soon be conelnded. Cattaro 
and Coriu wdl bo given up to me. Keep these conditions aa 
SPcret as possible I wish yon to send to Taranto and Otranto 
two companies of French artillery, with a colonel and two second 
oaptimb of artillery ; one French regiment of the line and one 
legiment from my kingdom of Italy; a colonel of engineers, a 
majoi, two captiins, and four lieutenants of engineers, and two 
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fl IX m tLs p lly w'h t It is true that Ali 

1 1 w 11 1 ish th m w th t w 11 w th meat and with all 
that they may want. I think that I have already told you that 
yoTi ought to send no more succours to Ali Paeha ; you showed 
too much zeal in tkat affair. Things are never bo eimple as they 
appear. If possible, try to have some brigs or gunboats at 
Taranto, Otranto, or Brindisi, in order to keep the communica- 
tion open between Corfu and your kingdom : your Minister for 
Naval Affairs can order this to bo done. I need not tell yon 
that in the treaty you are recognised by the whole of Europe, 

[ 800.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

TilsJt, July B, 131)7. 

My Brother, — I Lave received jour letter of the 17th of 
June. I am astonished at what you tell me, that tie English 
have taken away the bronze cannoES from Malta, and substituted 
iron in their places. 



[301.] Napoleom to JoaEFn. 

Tilsit, Julj 8, 1607. 

My Brother, — Peace was signed to-day between France and 
Russia by tlie Prince of Benevento and the Princes Kourakin 
and Labanoff. The ratifications will he exchanged to-morrow. 
Euaaia has acknowledged you as King of Naplea 
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I 302.] Napoleon to Joaiipu, 

TilEll, JulyO.lBOT. 

Mj Brother,— Peace was signed jeaterday and ratified to- 
day. The Emperor Aiosander and I parted to-day at 12 o'clock, 
after having passed three weeks together. We lived as intimate 
friends. At our last interview he appeared in the order of the 
Legion of Honour, and I in that of St. Andrew. I have given 
the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour to the Grand Duke 
Constantine, to the Princes Koarakin and Labaooff, and to 
Count Budherg. The Emperor of Russia has conferred his order 
upon the King of Westphalia, the Grand Duke of Berg, and on 
the Princes Neufchatel and Eenevento. Corfu is to bo given up to 
me. The order of the chief of the staff to have Corfu occupied 
by the troops whom I mentioned to you has been given to an 
officer who is oh his way to you. Do not lose time in victualling 
that island, and sending thither all that is necessary. 



I" 303.] Napoi.ron to Joseph. 

Kcenigsberg. July 12, 18IIT. 

My B ther — I see in the French papers some letters of 
King Ferdinand which hive probably been taken from the Nea- 
politan new pajer** What is the object of this? King Ferdi- 
nand has a 1 ght to defend Ms throne in every possible way. 
Why then pii t in«£,n hc^int letters? Your course is never to 
8].eak of him These di embarkations and incursions of the 
ban \ tti which m rpabty are trifling, are improperly exaggerated. 
Your muisteistre always cracking their whips ; they ought, on 
the contraiy to make as little as possible of these disturbances, 
and repiesent them to the public as even less than they are ; this 
is important. The inference naturally drawn is, that the king- 
dom of Naples la the prev of every species of depredation, an 
opinion founied not on fact, but on the stupidity of your police 
and the struggles of parties. It was thus in France during the 
revolution — one party pushed the other to estremities. But the 
situation of your kingdom is different. 
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My Brother — ^I have received youi letter of thi, 6tli of 
June, If jou Bend Neipolitau troopa into Italy they muat he 
paid by you, as tho troops holongmg to the kingdom of Italy, 
which are in the kingdom of Naples ire paid hy Italy I 
greatly fear that your financea will be damaged by theonea and 
Bpeculations ; ill lliat I hear from Naples suggests this idei A 
long lapse of time and mun ot esperienee, are nen,Bflary to carry 
out changes in the finanoni system of a country and I aee that 
at the ^beginning of youi reign and while still at war you die 
making altorationa m tho mode of c llecting the levenuo I 
look upon men of learning and brilliancj la I do upon coquettes 
They are very well to lue and converse with hut we should no 
more think of taking the latter for our wives than tlie tormer tor 
our miniaters.* 

* Tills letter has been Imitated ratliec than quoted tiy Thiers, toI. vii. 
p. 430.— Tb. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 



TiiR letters contained in this chapter extend from the 8ist of 
July, 1807, to the 1st of A^iil 1808. AVith tho excet^tion of 
a short visit to Northern Italy, Napoleon passed these eight 
months in Paris, St. Cloud, or FontaineHeau, engaged towards 
the South ia preparing the means of seizing Portugal and Spain, 
and towards the East in settling with EussLi the partition of 
Turiey. Joseph passed them in Naples. They were the last 
eight months of his short and troubled Neapolitan reign : a 
reign to be followed by one rather longer, but still more dis- 
turbed. 



[305.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

6t. Cloiia, July 81. 180T. 

My Brother, — I cannot help being diaplfaaed at your having 
sent into my armies Neapolitan officers, of whom many are still 
attached to the late court, and others are men of bad character, 
turned oat of my army of Italy, whom you have been so obliging 
aa td promote. It is a strange policy to put arms into the hands 
of our enemiea For example, I will mention a Colonel Alfan de 
Ribeira who was sent to Dalmatia, and whom I hod arrested and 
sent to FenestreHe ; a Captain Bianco Gaetano, who was sent, I 
know not how, to the Grand Army ; a certain Debouge, related 
to Chevalier Micheroux ; likewise Pellegrini, Borgheggiani, 
Leoni, &e. All these are suspicious characters. There are 
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others, beaidea, who have been dismissed from my surveying de- 
partments in Italy, on account of official faults or for othei 
reaaona. Let me know what yon wish to be done with them. 
A man. has but to present himself, and Dumaa is ready to give 
him a title. It is folly to make officers of sucli people. 



[806.] Napoleob to Joseph. 

SI. Cloud, Aue. 2, 18OT. 

My Brother, — Tou do not aequaint me sufficiently often 
with the situation of your army. Send me every fortnight re- 
turns like those which Prince Eugene sends to me of his army, 
and pay great attention to their being drawn up with care. I 
have given orders for the reinforcement of the garriaons of An- 
cona and Oivita Veochia, and I am going immediately to occupy 
Leghorn, where the English continue to trade without mo- 
lestation. 



[B07.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

31. t'l^iid flog. S, 1307. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 24th of 
July. What you tell me of the armament of Taranto is not 
satisfactory. Are the batteries which were ftimished with guna 
when I thought of pending a squadron to that roadstead still 
armed ? Let me have a littlo sketch which may make me ac- 
quainted with each battery, and the number of guns of which it 
ia composed. If tie old batteijes have been armed, no human 
power can overcome th^m by tea. 



[303.J NiTOi.Eos TO Joseph. 

3t.ci<.ua,Aiig.4,isoT. 
My Brother, — I have written to recommend you to put i 
course of construction two vessels of 80 guna and two frigates 
and you have not let me have an answer. 
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[ 809.] Napoleoh to Joaepa. 

fit. ClQUd. Aug. E, 1807. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of tte 28tii of 
July, in which you tell me that you are going to build two ves- 
sels of the line and one frigate. This ia very important. If you 
should only complete the firafc quarter of these ships in the pre- 
sent year, you would be able to finish them next year. Make ar- 
rangements to receive early informatioa of the occupation of 
Oattaro and of Corfn, and send the news immediately to me. I 
am surprised that yon have not mentioned the passage through 
Naples of the French and Eussiau officers who left Tilsit for 
Cattaro two days after the peaoe was signed ; tell me when they 
parsed through, and when you hope to receive information on the 
subject. 



[310.] Nafoleos to JoaGPH. 

SI. CloDil, AHg. IT, laOT. 

My Brother, — Neither I nor my ministers hear any thing of 
my army of Naples : I have no returns : I asked you to send 
them to me every ten days. Nor have I any detailed aocount of 
the execution of my orders relating to the occupation of Corfu. 
I told you that 4000 men should be sent thither. Tbo troops 
may be blockaded in that island; 1500 men are not enough. 
Let me have a return of the regiments wliidi you send thither, 
with the names of the staff, engineer, and artillery officers. 
Order your Chief of the Staff to correspond frequently and at 
length with the minister on every thing relating to the army, and 
to send to him a return every five days. If things go on in this 
way, I shall be obliged to send a Chief of the Staff to Naples. 



[311.] Napoleon to Josrpu. 

St. CluQd, Aug. le, 1807. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 8th. The 
Neapolitan troops cannot hear eagles, as they arc not the arms of 
your kingdom. Nor nnst they take the French tricolor flag — 
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the Erench tricolor flag ia not the flag of Naples. On the whole, 
it is more natural that your iroopa should carry colours with the 
arms of your kingdom. I am sorry that you have so many Nea^ 
politan troops ; you must be aware that as far as I am concerned 
these troops are no better than none at all, it tates so long to 
form the spirit and the general tone of an army. If I ara forced 
to give yon money, I must withdraw my army. For every Nea- 
politan regiment which you form I must withdraw a French 
regiment; this is to change good money for bad. 

Tate it as a principle that my expenses are enormous, espe- 
cially those o£ my navy. The Italians in the Grand Army were 
of use, but they were troops whom I had organised for six years, 
and who had been formed at the camp of Boulogne. 

If the company of light horse is composed of men of property, 
I see no objection to your sending them to France, and I will 
have them trained. 



[312.] NiPOLEOK Tf> JlSEin 

SL CI A J leit 1 1611 

My Brother, — I have rerened vour letUr of the 2nd of 
Augusts I do not believe that M Nardon ean discharge the 
functions of Prefect of Police at Naples, because you want for 
that place a man who has worked several months in the departs 
ment, because the of&ce of Prefect of Police is to be learnt only 
by practice, and because nothing which ia written upon the sub- 
ject gives a clear idea of the duties. Besides, M. Nardon is dif- 
ficult to get on withj and very ambitious ; he is zealous, but hasty 
in his views ; however, he is not without merit. 

I have ordered a review of tlie Neapolitan regiments which 
are in Italy, and, accordmg to the report which I receive, I shall 
determine what to do with them. 

Write to Ali Pacha to promote the provisioning of the island 
of Corfu; I have learned with great interest that my troops are 
at length arrived there. I am very impatient to hear that Gen- 
eral Ceesar Berthier has joined them. I reiterate to you my ad- 
Tioe to garrison that island fully ; it ought to have from 4000 to 
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5000 men and a sufficient number of artillery and engineer officers 
» put the place in the best possible state of defence. 



[313.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

ot Cloud. a<i>t. 1, ie«T. 

My Brother, — I hare reoeiyed tlie returns of the army of 
Naples up to the 15th of August. I see that the Corfu division 
is composed only of two battalions of the 6th of the line, 1500 
strong, of one battalion of the 5th Italian regiment of 900 men, 
and of 130 gunners. That is Dot enough. I have given orders 
that detachments from the 6tb French re^meut of the line and 
the 5tb Italian start for Anoona in order to complete ttose corps 
to the full number. 

Besides this reinforcement I wish you to send off a battalion 
of 740 men, light infantry. I suppose that jou have sent a 
brigadier-general with Ueneral Berth ier. 



[314.] NiFOLE-lM T T rPH 

SI. Clouii, Sept. 2, 180J. 

My Brother, — You will find annexed the letter ivhich I have 
written to your wife. The weather heie has become much 
cooler; I therefore wish her to stirt on the 15th. 

I enclose a memorandum on Prmce Pignatelli. Is there any 
harm in allowing him to remain in France and to live in Paris ? 

[316.] Napoleon to the Queen of Nai-les. 

My Sister and 8ister-in-law, — I wish you to start for Naples , 
the present season is the boat. I think therefore that yon should 
set out on the 15th of September, so as to reach Milan on the 
23rd or 24th, and to arrive at Naples during the first ten days in 
October. As this letter has no other object, I pray God, my 
Bister and sister-in-law, that he may have you iu his holy and 
honourable keeping. 
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[ 316,] Napoleoh to Josbfh. 

St. Clouil, Sept. 6, 190T. 

My Brother, — I have reoeiyed your letter of tte 27tli of 
AuguBt. It does not tell me wlietlier my troops liave entered 
Corfu, neitter do mj mmisters know any thing more on the sub- 
ject; we are iu perfect ignorance of what is going on at Naples. 

The letters which you write to me are meie notes; this is 
natural, but your chief of the staff ought to write at length and 
in detail to the miuister. Have the two convoys entered Corfu ? 
is the citadel in their possession ? in what state did they find it ? 
what are the Eussians ahout? where are they? Nothing is 
inown here on these subjects. The isles of Corfu do not form 
part of jour* kiogdom, hut, in the mean while, I wish that the 
troops which are there should be considered aa belonging to your 
-army, and that you should take the requisite measures for paying 
them and furnishing them with ammunition aad provisions. I 
told you that you had not sent thither a sufficient number of 
gunners. Advise General Csesar Berthier to treat the inhabi- 
tants well, to make himself loved by them, to leave them their 
oonstitutioa for the present, to be as little aa possible a burden 
to them, and to pat the fortress of Corfu, as soon aa he can, in a. 
state of defence. Send as many provisions thither as possible. 



[317.] Nap L,En\ ir JoaLPU 

S Coul 'ispt.fi n 

My Erothei — Ycu sent me a short letum latel the 28th 
of August, m which the men on letai,hment d,nl tho&e thit aie 
in the hospitals aie jut int the same column Theie is t o 
mufh difference between them to idmit of then being eon 
founded togethei Foi mstince the 'i2nd is reported as having 
89** men effectives and 1000 at the ho pitals or detached This 
confusion mikes the return useless it ^ives me no ilea ot the 
state of my irmy I wish ■^ou to send tj C rfii the 1400 men 
of the 14th light mfantry and thit the f,arii8on be increased to 

* In the original " notre," wMoli wiist ba wrong. — Ta, 
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)000. Send tbitLer Brigadier-General Donzelot, to 1; 
in command imder General Osesar Berthier. 



[ 818.} Napoleon to Joshmi. 

St. cioua, BepL a, leoi. 
My Brother,— I have received your letter of the 28lili of 
August, in which you tell me that Geaeral 0. Berthier has started, 
but jou do not acquaint me with hia arrival. If the Russians land 
on your coast treat them, well, and send them to Bologna, where 
the Viceroy will give them a farther dostination. I approve 
highly of Salicetti'a proposal that you should send 5000 quintals 
of wheat to Corfu. 

I have already Informed you that, although the isles of Corfu 
do not form part of your kingdom, they are nevertheless under 
your civil and military government as commander-in-chief of my 
army of Naples. In general, I wish you to intorfere as little as 
possible with the constitutioii of the country, and to treat the in- 
hahitanta well. The Kmperor Alexander, who gave them their 
constitution, thinks it very good. Make General Cfesar Berthier 
aware that I wish the inhabitants of these islands to have cause 
only to rejoice at having passed under my dominion; that when 
I selected him I relied on his honesty and on his endeavours to 
make his government popular. The idea of establishing packets 
is very sensible. My troops have taken possession of Cattaro; 
the English are besieging Copenhagen, which still holds out. 



[ 319.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

St. 

My Brother, — ^Besides the islands of Corfu I mu t b n 
titled to some possessions on the continent of Alba a wh h 
were, I thini, occupied by the Russians, and form ly b 1 ng d 
to the Venetians : let me have a report on the subj t It w uld 
he well to prepare some plans for the establishm nt f fi Id fo t 
iications, which may enable me always to be master of these posts 
on the main land. 
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[ 820.J Kafoleos to JossrH. 

EambouHlet, Sei^t, 7, ISOT. 

Mj Brother, — I have received your letter of the 29th oi 
August with the returoa aBnesed. When the 6th of the line lef 
Naples it was 1600 strong, when it reached Otranto it must havi 
been reduced to 1500, and by this time probably to 1300. Thi 
men who belong to this regiment should, on leaving the hospitals 
proceed to the dep6t at Otracto, whence they should start foi 
Corfn wfeU-armed and equipped. I have ordered the Vioeroy to 
send from Aneona 1200 men of the 6th, 7tb, and 5th Italian 
regiments, in order to complete these regiments to their fuU 
number. I am aware that the present season is critical for mj 
army of Naples, but the rainy season will commence in November, 
and they will regain their strength. It is necessary that you then 
take Reggio and Seylla ; it is humiliating that the English should 
have a footing on the Continent — I ■will not enduxe it. Act on 
this. 



f 331,] NaroLEOH to Joseph. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 28th of 
August; it was brought to me by an officer who has given me 
some details on the state of Corfii. I beg you to send thither 
money enough for my soldiers always to have three months' pay 
in advance. I intend General Caesar Berthier to have a suitable 
allowance. 

It will not be necessary to send thither every kind of provi- 
sion and ammunition. I suppose that it would be impossible for 
you to get a few armed corvettes across. 

[323.] Napoleon to JosEnr. 

EHtnbouillet. Sept 10, 1801. 

My Brother, — I see that you do not include the troops which 
are in Corfu in the last return of my army ; they ought, however, 
to be included, since they form part of the army of Naples: I 
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think that it was dated the 28th. A column of 1400 men be- 
longing to the army of Naples ia at Aacona. I sec hy your re- 
turn that the 29th regiment of dragoons is at Naples. I have 
just ordered a column of 3000 men to be assembled at Ancona. 
As aoon as they have done what I want at Aneona, these 3000 
men will start to join your army, for I intend to increase your 
battalions to an effective of 1260 men. Tour cavalry is very 
weak; let me have a report npon your remouots; your depots 
are likewise ill off for cavalry. I have just given orders that 
the 250 horses which are there bo sent to reinforce your regiments. 



[323.] N4POI.SON TO Joseph. 

K-ambDuillet, Stpt 11, IBUT, 

My Brother, — I see by your letter of the 2ud of September 
that Ferdinand has left Sicily. I am waiting for fiirther intelli- 
gence to confirm this news.* 



[824.3 Nafolsoh to Joseph. 

Kamloalllet, Sept. 14, I30T. 

My Brother, — My relations with Bnssia continue to be on 
the beat possible footing. Denmark has declared war against 
England since the 16tb of August. Copenhagen is blockaded by 
land and by sea; but the English army is itself blockaded be- 
tween the town and a body of Danish troops which occupy the 
flat country in the island of Zealand. On the 28th of August, 
whieh ia the date of the last news from Copenhagen, the affairs 
of the English seemed to be turning out ill, and it was hoped 
that they would fail, and be forced to re-embark. The Russian 
squadron, which was at Tenedoa, has received orders to repair to 
Cadiz, or to one of my ports. I have sent orders in every direc- 
tion to insure their being well received. If by chance you have 
the means of communicating with this sqnadron, do not fail to 
inform the admiral of what is going on at Copenhagen, of my 
fears lest the English should endeavour to intercept the Russian 
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sc)uadroii, and of the advioe whieh I have sent to Cadia for him 
and which I repeat to him through jou, to take refuge in one oi 
my ports till all is settled. Besides the great Ensaian squadron 
there is another in the Adriatic; the Viceroy tells mo that it hai 
arrived in Istria. It is desirable that yon shonld inform thi 
officer in command of what ia passing at Copenhagen, without at- 
tracting to it too much attention; advise him to manceuvro witt 
prudence, heoauso it is possible that the English may try to carry 
off his squadron ; and let him know that, if these fears are well 
founded, he may take refuge in Ancona, or in any other harbour 
of yours where he will be safe. Be cautious in these oommnni- 
cations, for it is my interest that the English should continue to 
allow the llussiane to navigate freely. If the Kussian ships 
should enter youi' harbours, give orders that they be furnished 
with all that they want, and that every care be taken to protect 
them against the English. 

I see with great regret that the colonel and probably the 
grenadiers of the 6th re^ment have been taken. General C. 
Berthier delayed this expedition too long. If any Bussian 
of&cers of superior rank should arrive in Naples, I beg that you 
will receive them at your Court with particular attention, and 
that you will let them know that it is by my desire. 



£ 325.] Naeolkon to Joseph. 

Fontalnebleiu, Sept 65, 1807. 

My B th — I have received your letter of the 16th. I 
can t m gm h w you can want such a number of troops in 
the k nj,d f Xaples, whieh ia attacked only by a few wretched 
band tt St D 1 an I understand, unless it is explained by the 
theo t y M n ster of Finance, that, with the assistance of the 
6,000,000 francs which I send to you, you are not able to pay 
26,000 men* in a kingdom the population of which amounts to more 
than 4,000,000. That you have no commerce is not a satisfactory 

• When Joseph asked for money, Napoleon wonid never admit ttrnt he had 
moreflian 35,000 troops ; when ho Baked for men, Napoleon proved to him 
that he had 45,000 or 60,000.— En. 
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reason. If yon can give corn, wine, and bread to an army, the 
money required for ita pay is trifling. It is true that yon export 
no goods, but also that you export no money. Tour finances are 
generally beKeved to be horribly ill managed. This is very un- 
fortunate. Naples costs mo an army, and costs me money besides. 
The first thing to be done is to allow no arrears in the pay of 
your army. Besides, winter is at hand : what can prevent your 
merchant-vessels from taking your eommoditiea to G-eaoa and the 
other Fronch ports ? 

My wish is that there should be two brigadier-generals at 
Corfu : in the event of Berthier's death, Donzelot sueoeeda him. 
I am sorry to see that the 101st has only one battalion in the 
Terra di Laroro, that the 20th of the line is not brought together 
in the province of Salerno, that a portion of it is in PugUa, and 
that the Swiss regiment is not brought together. In your return 
of the garrison of Corfu you give 1600 men to the 6th of the 
line ; you are awaro that the grenadiers and one company have 
been taken — that is to say, 300 men ; there can, therefore, only 
remain 1200. I have ordered the whole of the regiment of 
IsemhoTirg to Naples. I have also ordered the Viceroy of Italy 
to send you a reinforcement of from 3000 to 4000 men, taken 
from the depots of your army. Thia reinforcement will leave 
Ancona in two detachments, one on the 15th of October and the 
other on the 1st of November. 



[;326J NiPOLEOH to JosEPir. 

My Brother, — You have sent to the kingdom of Italy two 
foot regiment^; ihe first, which consists of 1500 men present 
under arms, 190O effective seems tolerably good. I have ordered 
tie two first battalions to be completed and sent to France; the 
third battalion will return to Naples for recruita. 

The second re^ment has 700 men present under arms ; it is bad 
in every respect. I have ordered all the men fit for service in the 
two first battalioM of this regiment to be incorporated in the two 
first battalions of the 1st regiment, and those of the third battal- 

VoL. I.— 13 
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ion to go to rceraifc ia Naples. The regimeat o£ ci 
horses, Tte dep5t at Mantua is a gang of bandits, who commit 
every sort of exce^. Good peasants will mako soldiers, but not 
rascals such as these. I wiali jow to send off your light artillery 
to Upper Italy, as it ia of no uae to you in the species of war in 
wliich jou are at present engaged. 



[3S7.] Nafoleon to Josepjt. 

Fontalnebloan, Oct 1, 180T. 

My Brother, — I have reeeived your letter of the 20th, I 
have already sent back the cadres of your Neapolitan regiments. 
"What is tie good of scndiBg to me regiments composed of com- 
panies of 40 men ? Each company should consist of from 120 
to 140. There will be, therefore, about enough in the two 
Neapolitan regiments to form two tolerable battalions. The 
cadres of the 2nd regiment, which are on their way to Naples, 
may return when they have 8000 recruits. You ask me to order 
the third battalions of the regiments belonging to the army of 
Naples to be sent to Gaeta, Naples, and Otranto, If I were to 
do this, these regiments would soon be ruined, for how is it pos- 
sible to scad conscripts without clothing or rest from the farthest 
points of France to Naples ? * You do not bestow sufficient care 
and thought on military organisation. My armies are large and 
strong only because I pay the utmost attention to those details. 
If the kingdom of Naples contributed the revenue which it ought 
to do, you would not be in want of troops. I could send them to 
you, but you pay nothing. Your finances are deplorably admin- 
istered ; they are all managed theoretically, but money is emi- 

* At this tJmB Napoleon's regiments consioted with lew esception" of 
threo battalions, two on eerviee, and the third at the depH cf the legiment, 
always Bstahlialied on Frenoli teiiitory Iii the depjt tlie i-onsonpt? allotted 
to each re^ment were detaineJ, wjth their commissionEd and non commis- 
doned officers — teohnioally, their cajres — for ahont a year, an! then sent off 
to thdr regiments, whore the pnvates were incorporated in the first and second 
battalioas, and the eadies were setit back to the dep6t. Joseph requested tliat 
the depBts of three of llie French rejpments might bs established at Gaeta, 
Taranto, and Naplea,— Te. 
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nentlj a. matter of fact. Try to send me some details upon Corfa. 
Send thither some officers, As yet I have hoard nothing. You 
should communicate with Corfu three times a week. 



[338.] NAP0L5WH TO Joseph. 

FontalDsbEaiD, Oct. S, 1SDT. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 26th of 
September, with others from Oorfn. I had not desired General 
Caesar Berthier to declare that Corfu formed part of the empire , 
and as I was silent, he ought to have been so likewise. Signify 
to him my displeasure. Ho ought to have announced that the 
present constitution was to be preserved. Tell him to act with 
more prudence and civeumspeotion. I cannot imagine how it is 
that the powder magazines are not yet at his disposal. Still less 
can I understand how he can propose to restore Parga to Ali 
Pacha ; he is mad to think of suoh a thing. Write frequently to 
him to cool his ardour, and to make him go on more slowly. 
Esplain to him that neither he nor any one else knows what he 
will have to do to-morrow, and that he must be prudent syste- 
matically and generally. lie ought not to have hoisted the 
French colours; ia his letters he forgets the most important 
things, such as the nmmber of Euesiaa troops who were in Corfu. 
You have doubtless sent thither, as I ordered, corn, powder, and, 
above all, the 14th light infantry ; you are aware that I have not 
enough troops there. If you have not already dospatched the 
14th| do BO without delay : this is my desire. There wiU be no 
difficulty about the ammunition and provisions which are at Corfu 
belonging to tie Russians ; they will all be given up to me. 
I am expecting the Russian ambassador, and this will be the first 
thing which he will do. I hope that you have sent to Corfu one 
of your most active oihcers, who will make his report as soon as 
possible. And as yet I have no clear ideas about that country ; 
and how should I, considering that I have not yet been informed 
of the numbers and positions of the Russian troops which are 
there ? 

Give positive orders to G-eneral 0. Berthier to employ in 
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Zante and Ceplialonia only a few French officers with the troops 
of the country and the Albanians whom he has taken into his 
service, bat not a single French soldier of the line, nor oae 
Italian, I wish all my troops to be concentrated at Corfu, Parga, 
and Santa Maura, and that Parga bo fortified, and put into a 
good state of defence. The works there should be carried on 
without interruption" nntil it is safe from any Turkish attack. 
The same thing should be done at Santa Maura. Ali Pacha and 
the Turks, however, must be treated well. Authorise General 
0. Berthier to build in the dockyard of Corfu two brigs, to be 
manned by the sailors of the country, A French garrison and 
a few French officers of marines shall be sent thither.* These 
two brigs are to defend the island against the corsairs. Pay 
regularly the troops in the Ionian Islands, and put always a sum 
of 60,000 francs at the disposal of the governor for estraordinaiy 
expenses, and the same amount at the disposal of the commandants 
of the artillery and eugineers respectively, taking care, however, 
to replace every month what they have expended. 

This is the way in which I wish my troops to be placed : — 
General 0. Berthier, GJovcmor-General, at Corfu, with a bat^ 
talion of the 14th light infantry, 2 battalions of the 6th and 
l5th Italian regiments, and the troops of the country. Ho will 
have under his orders General Cardoneau,'who will be second in 
command, and replace Berthier if anything happens to him, an 
aide-de-camp, 6 adjutants on the staff (the colonel of the 6th 
having been taken prisoner, tie major will replace Mm), a colonel 
of engineers, a colonel of artillery, a chof-do-batailion of artillery 
acting as superintendent of the park, a chef-de-bataillon and 4 
other officers of engineers (in the whole, 6 engineer officers for 
Corfu), and 4 second captains of artillery {also making altogether 
6 artillery officers for the staff at Corfu). Tie garrison of Corfu 
wiU furnkh to Parga a detachment of 600 men, which will be re- 
lieved whenever it is thought proper. This detachment is to bo 
composed thus : of three companies of the 6th, to be completed at 
the time of their departure to more than 100 men present under 

♦ Apparently to Sajita Maura. — Ta. 
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arms for each company, whicli will malce 300 mea ; 6 pieces of 
field-artillery witli half a company of artillery ; 100 Greeks, aad 
2 companies of the 15th Italian regiment, which also are each to 
be kept up to 100 men preseat under arms. These troops are to 
be under the orders of a French brigadier-goneral, a chef-do-ba- 
tailloa, a captain who is to he unattached and to act as governor 
of the fort of Parga, of an officer of eugiueers, and of a perma- 
nent artillery officer. Besides the fiold-pieces, 18 or 20 iron guns 
are to be sent to Parga, and yon should set to work immediately 
to make it a sort of basis of operations protected against attempts 
on the part of the Turks or any other power. Batteries should 
be erected there sweeping the sea, to prevent the approach of the 
English, General Donaelot is to command at Sta, Maura ; he 
will have under his orders the 2nd battalion of the 14tli light 
infantry, 900 Albanians, 6 field-pieces, and a company of artillery. 
A sufficient number of iron guns should be sent to enable bim to 
erect batteries on the coast He will see that the fortifications 
which are to protect the island from the English are carried on 
with the utmost dUigence. He will likewise have under Ma 
orders 2 officers of engineers and an officer commanding the 
artillery. At Cephalonia there should be a French chef-de-batail- 
lou as commandant, 2 captains, a lieutenant of artillery, and a 
detachment of 16 gunners, 600 Albanians, and 600 Greeks rwsed 
in the country. Zante should be treated in the same way. In 
this manner, if a oonaidorable English force were directed upon 
Cephalonia or Zante, and if these islands could receive no assist- 
ance from Sta, Maura or fixim the Turks on the mainland, I 
should be exposed to the loss of only a few of&cers and no French 
soldiers. If you were to send to Corfu 6 companies of your 
Neapolitan regiments, each consisting of 120 men, they might 
enter my service there, and be usefully employed. It remains 
for you, therefore, to despatch the requisite number of officers of 
ai-tillei-y and of engineers, to send another brigadier-general to 
command at Parga, and the requisite number of officers to be 
commandants at Zante and Cephalonia. The commandant of Sta, 
Maura will keep up a regular communication with the governor- 
general at Corfu ; but he will also correspond directly with you 
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to give you frequent intelligenee of all that passes. You will 
instruct these different oonLiuandaiits to keep on good terms with 
the Turks and conciliate them, hut to be always prepared fov 
defence. 

[329.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

FontalnebloQii, Oct 6, 180T. 

My Brother, — By your return, sent to me oa the 8th of Sep- 
tember, I see that there are in Corfu only one colonel of artillery 
and 3 oapitainea-adjoints. You must, therefore, also send thither 
a chef-de-bataiDon ; send likewise a captain to Sta. Maura. I see 
that there is [in Corfu] only a chef-de-bataillon of engineers ; a 
colonel must be sent thither : that there are only two companies, 
making together 130 men, of foot-artillery; 2 mor must 1 nt 
I see no artificers there ; a party must be sent d i 

officer to repair all the carriage. 

I do not see that any field-artillery arc sent ; th ht t 

he at least 18 pieces. The governor is not to shut h m If uf n 
the town ; Le must defend the whole island, St Mau a nd 
Parga. I informed you of my wishes in my lette f y t day 
Let them bo attended to, 

I despatched gold for Corfu a week ago. It must n'ot be al- 
lowed to want anything. Why do not you send out cruisers to 
prevent the enemy from infesting the Adriatio and your seas ? 
Why cannot you, in this season, send com and oil by water to 
Marseilles ? 

I am anrfous that, as soon as winter comes, you should keep 
the English off the Continent. 

Let me know why Butrinto and the other parts of the Conti- 
nent which belong to the loniau Islands are not occupied- At- 
tend to what I have said respecting the forts. Follow scrupu- 
lously my instructions, for you do not know my plans. 

[ 330.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

My Brother, — I have received letters of the 20th of Septem 
ber from General C. Berthier. His correspondence is not satis 
factory. He mentions the Russian squadron only to complain of 
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Admiral Siniavin's conductj but Jie does not tell me the nimilier 
of their sliips of the line and frigates, nor the strength of their 
troops, nor the time fised for the adm.iral'a departure. I have 
still to learn the mmihers of tlie Eussian troops at Corfu, nor am 
I aoijuainted with the forco of the English cruisers on those 
coasts. Give orders to General Berthier to keep a jouraal with 
an accui-ate acoonnt of all that enters and leaves Corfu, of iiis 
correspondence with All Pacta and the Greeks, and with the 
other Turkish pachas. He ought to send you this journal regu- 
larly. I was sorry to see that on the 20t]i of Septemher General 
Donzelot and the 14th light infantry had not reached Corfu. 
This is of the greatest importance. I have sent some biscuit and 
corn to Corfu from Venice and Ancona; I depend upon your 
Bending 10,000 cjuintals from Otranto. I wish Corfu to be sup- 
plied with provisions for a year. I have ordered 250,000 francs 
in gold to be transmitted to Corfu, without fail. It is of great 
consequence to me that the garrison of Corfu should be paid well 
and regularly. It always distresses me to see the pay of my 
troops in arrear ; it can be caused only by a total want of order 
in the administration. But what is an ordinary evil in Naples 
would be a very great one in Corfu. 

[331.] NiPOMoH TO Joseph. 

Fontafnablem, Oct 16, 180T, 

My Brother, — I have sent to you the regiment of Isembourg, 
composed of 3 battalions, and I have directed between 3000 and 
4000 men to be gent from your dep6t8 to reinforce your army. 
But, for Heaven's sake, do not endure the disgrace of the pres- 
ence of the English at Reggio and at Soylla ; it Is an ignominy 
which has never been equalled. On the 9th of November the 
first detachment from your dep6ts, consisting of 1500 men, ought 
to arrive at Naples. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 8th, with 
the return annexed. I see that you have nearly 40,000 men 
present under arms and 7000 at tke hospitals, I am sending to 
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you as many as 6000 men, counting tte regiment of Isembourg 
and the different detachments from your depdts. Your return 
was drawn up in the aeason at which the hospitals are fullest ; 
before two months are over, half the invaKds will have left them. 
How can you bear the ahame of the presence of the English at 
Soylla ? You were wrong in allowing them to establish them- 
selrea there ; they will not be driven out withont a siege. I re- 
peat to you, take Scjlla; all that General Lamarque alleges in 
Ilia report is absurd. If I had 40,000 men in Italy I would be 
master of the whole kingdom of Naples and of the Papal States, 
and would keep 20,000 men upon the Adige to reinforce the 
French army. You will receive this letter before the 1st of 
November. Before the end of that month let the English be 
driven out of Scylla, and no longer sully by their presence a 
single spot on the Continent, 

3?hia operation will restore to you the services of all your 
troops. Your guard is in itself enough for Naples. In Novem- 
ber the banditti will not stir a finger, since your troops will not 
be stopped by the heat. Two of my frigate and a few corvettes 
have left Toulon for Oorfa. Give secret orders to Otranto and 
to Taranto to the effect that. If they present themselves at those 
forts, they may be protected, and not taken for English. I can 
think of no place but Corsica to receive the 4000 convicts whom 
you want to get rid of. I see no objection to your sending them 
thither directly, if you wish to do so. As to Piedmont and the 
Interior of France, they are already infested by convicts, and my 
subjects have a right to complain that I allow them to be so dis- 
turbed. Only a few days ago six Neapolitans assassinated some 
Frenchmen. There arc complaints indeed in Corsica, but, as the 
inhabitants always carry arms, they can protect tl 



[333.] NapOLKoN to Josepu. 

Filntpinetkiiu, Oct. 18, laOT, 

My Brother, — I send you an order which I have just issued; 
you wilt communicate with tho Viceroy as to its execution,* 

* The nature of this order does not appear. — Tr. 
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You have in Italy 10 French regiments, or 20 hattaliona, wliioli 
at the rate of 1260 ea«h, or 140 men per company, will malre 
25,200 effective; 2 Italian battalions of 2520 men, 1 Swiss regi- 
ment, the regiment of Isembourg, and tliat of Latour d'Auvergne. 
There are 2 regiments or 4 battalions at Corfu, which will make 
an effective forco of 5400, and an Italian battalion of 1250 



[334.] Napoleon ro JosEfH, 

Fmfalnebloira, Oct IS, 1607. 

My Brother, — You propose to send me Neapolitan regiments, 
but those which you have already sent are not complete. I do 
not want regiments composed only of officers. I do not object to 
receiviiig Neapolitan regiments, provided that each company con- 
sist of 140 men. The regiments which you have in Italy are 
composed of only 60 men to a company; this is not the way to 
make regiments. The 3rd battalions should have been left at 
Capua, in order, in tho favourable season, to send large detach- 
ments to recruit the two Ist battalions. My two Neapolitan bat- 
talions will soon be reduced to nothing. The regiments which 
jou send to me must, then, consist of 2 battalions, with 9 compa- 
nies in each. Every company shonld cr<K3 the Alps with 140 
men, which makes 1260 for each battalion. The 3rd battalions 
wiU remain at Capua to collect the recruits ; they will send every 
year from 700 to 800 mea to reinforce the two Ist battalions. 
By this means it will be possible to have 2 re^menta.* 

As to your having at Naples Neapolitan troops as good as 
mine, I do not think that you or your daughter will live long 
enough to witness such a miraele. I see that yon are no wiser 
than three-quarters of mankind, who do not appreciate the differ- 
ence which exists between troops. You cannot replace with for- 
eigners such troops as I have given to you. The Russian soldiers 
are inferior to mine, the Germans still more . inferior, and the 

• Napoleon estimates that two tiattalionit, eoiisisWng of 3520 man in the 
wtole, will reqnixB annually from 700 to 800 cecrnita. This suppoees them to 
be deetroyed and replaced in little moto than tlirea jeora. — Tr. 

Yoi. I.— 12* 
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Italians more so atill, and yet the Italiins havG been 
for the last 12 years ; ttere are many Frmcli among tLemj tnd 
they have passed 4 years in the camp at Boulogne I wi&h ynu 
to send hack the regiment of pontoneera, the hattilion of wtil 
lery-drivera, and the French regiment of hoi ^e artillery which 
you have. You do not want Neapolitan legunenta of artilleiy, 
they would he of no use-at Naples. I think that you might send 
mo back some more French cavalry regiments ; this would teud 
to lessen your expenses. Would the mere idea that I have to 
leave 30,000 Frenchmen to guard the kingdom of Naples serve to 
pay them ? And would it not be a charge upoa France ? * I am 
glad to hear what you tell me about Ecederer. I think that yoa 
are wrong to pay so highly the French officers who are at Naples. 
If you do so you must considerably diminish their numbers. Aa 
to the contractors, I cannot understand why you deal with them, 
considering that you have everything, corn, wine, cloth, &c. You 
want contractors only for the fabrication of the articles, and then 
the sum which you would have to pay them would be very 
trifling. 

[835.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

FoBbiiBeblcan, Oot 21, 1307. 

My Brother, — It appears from your letter that you spend 36 
millions on the French army; this is a great deal too much. 
You have two regiments of dragoons, which are incomplete ; if 
they each consisted of 900 men and 600 horses, thoj would cost 
you only 700,000 francs apiece, or 1,400,000 francs for the two. 
You have three incomplete regiments of chasseurs ; if each of 
these three regiments were composed of 800 men and 600 horses, 
the three regiments would cost you only 2 million francs. Your 
cavalry, therefore, even supposing its strength to be more than 
4000 men and 3000 horses, would cost you only 3,500,000 francs. 
You are aware that there is a great difference between their 
present number and the complete state at which I have estimated 

* Thia pasEage ie inserted, tliough it has no meaning, to avoid altering the 
test of any letter of Napoleon'e. — Ed, 
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them; they should therefore cost you much less. Ten reginieBts 
of Inliintry, each consiating of 2 battalions, ea«!i hattalion consist- 
ing of 1000 men, or 20,000 in all, ought to cost not more than 
10 miUioE franes.* You know that you have not nearly so many. 
A hattalion of artillery-drivers ought not to cost you more than 
400,000 francs ; a hattalion of artillery ought to cost you only 
700,000 franca. Your army, therefore, ought not to cost you 
15 millions; and even from these 15 millions you must deduct 
the difference betweea the complete numbers, which I haye in- 
serted, and those which you actually have. It is true that the 
eost of the generals, of artillery repairs, and of breakages, must 
he added ; hut after all, if you put these at 5 millions in addition, 
with 20 millions you have much more than ia necessary for all 
your expenses, I beg you to have all this calculated, and to Jceep 
your accounts by double entries, first tating each corps separately 
and afterwards the whole collectively. As to the pay, it ought to 
be much less than the 6 millions which I send to yon, I have 
diminished your expenses considerably by ordering the ofBcera 
of your 3rd and 4th squadrons to return to Italy ; by desiring 
you also to send back the cadres of your 3rd and 4th battalions ; 
by keeping your three battalions up to an effective force of 140 
men to each company; by withdrawing your pontoneors, your 
battalions of artillery-driyers, and your horse-artillery. Tou had 
better replace all these troops with infantry. In political admin- 
istration the problems are never simple. That a measure is good 
in itself is not sufficient to make it expedient. For instance, it 
is no doubt a good thing to have a regiment of horse-artillery, but 
the question is, is it the beat thing? Might not the money be 
better employed on a foot regiment of 3000 men, which would not 
cost more ? The necessity of looking carefully to the state of 
my forces, in order to avoid throwing all my affairs into disorder, 
rec[uires that I should place my army of Naples upon a definite 
footing, and that I should know that it ia well kept up. Tou 
may understand the attention which I am obliged to bestow upon 
these details when I tell you that I have more than 800,000 men 

* 20i. sferiing par mini.— Tk. 
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under arms. I have an army on the Passarge, near the Ni6men; 
I hare one at Warsaw, anil another in Silesia; another at Ham- 
burgh; another at Berlin; and one at Boulogne. I have ono 
which ia marching upon Portugal, and I am preparing a second 
at Eajonne." I have an army in Dalmatia, which is now being 
reinforced hy 6000 men. I have also an army in Italy, an army 
at Naples, and garrisons along all my aea-coMts. You may 
judge, then, whether, when all these forces flow hack into the 
interior of my states, and I shall no longer have ajiy aid from 
without, my expenses must not ho oaicnlatod with the utmost 
Etrictness. 

You ought to have an inspecting officer, capable of giving you 
a return of the cost of a regiment formed according to our regu- 
lationa. 

[ 336.] Napoleos xo Joseph. 

Fontalnelileaii, Oct. S! , 1807. 

My Brother, — I see hy your letter of the 3rd of October 
that your kingdom, taking one month with auothor, gives you 
900,000 ducats, which make 4,410,000 francfl, that ia to say 
nearly 5S millions a year. This ia very little. The kingdom of 
Italy yielda mo 122 millions. I should like to have a statistical 
return of your kingdom to make me well acquainted with its ex- 
tent, population, and taxation. It aeems to me that your king- 
dom ought to yield at least 100 millions. 



[33T.] Napoleon to JogEPir. 

Ponloinoblean, Oct. BT, 1307. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 16th of 
October. I am impatiently expecting the report of the officer 
whom you sent to Corfii. General Csesar Berthier does not 
write. How is it possible that Admiral Siniavin should go to 
Messina, when he has received orders, which I myself have seen, 
to proceed to Cadia or Touloo, or to one of your ports ? 

I suppose that General Donzelot, the 14th light infantry, and 

* TMa 13 the first Mnt as to the sciznie of Spaiu,— Tk. 
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Home powder, have readied Corfu. Expeditions have left Venice 
and Aiicona, I have declared war against Portugal ; you should 
therefore seize all the Portuguese veaaels which are at present, 
or which may arrive, in yonr harbours. An army of 30,000 
men, commanded by General Junot, is already on the frontiers 
of Portugal. I hope to reach Lisbon in November, Your 
cruisers may take whatever is under the Portuguese flag. How 
ia it that your sMpowuers send oat no privateers? You may 
send 500 convicts to Corsica, embarking them at Civita Vecchia. 
They will have work found for them there, and you will get rid 
of them. 

You may send to France as many Neapolitan regiments as you 
like, but completed to their full numbers. I have brought back 
to France as many as possible of your cadres, and filled them up 
to 140 men per company. I have ordered the let Swiss regi- 
mens to pass from my service into yours, and I have given orders 
to the 1st battalion of this regiment, which is in the island of 
Elba, to join tho other battalions without delay. 



My Brother, — 1500 men from your depots have left Ancona 
to join the anay of Naples, and 3434 are to start for the same 
destination on the 5th November; this will give you a reinforce- 
ment of 5000 men. I have given orders that on the Ist of 
Januiiry 2000 more may be ready to start. 

I desire that my regiments of the army of Naples, having 
already 140 effective in each company, may receive eaoh a rein- 
forcement of 150 men. The colonels who are in Italy ought to 
keep them up to their full numbei-s. For tUis purpose, you must 
send a return to me, and one to Eugtoe,* 

* Tlio Viceroy of the kingdom of Italy.— Tk. 
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Fonl^aebleau, Oct 81, laOT. 

My Brother, — I do not koow wliether you haTC eatalilialied 
the Cods NapoUan in your kingdom. I wish it to beooma the 
civil law of your states, dating from tho lat of January nest.* 
Germany haa adopted it; and Spain will do so soon. This will 
be vory useful. 

Xou ought to arrest a M. B , a French emigrant pen- 
sioned by England ; let him be shut up in a fortress till wo have 
peace. Treat in the same way Lombardi, Perano, Cara, Martini, 
the two brothers Cerutti, Laurent Durazzo, the Abb6 del Arco, 
and the Chevalier de Costes. Prepare a prison in some fortress, 
and let all these people be eonfined in it. I have given orders to 
arrest all Corsicans pensioned by England. I have alrea,dy sent 
many to Fenestrelle — among others, one Bertolaazi, I advise you 
to take the same measures in your kingdom. Order the detach- 
ment of tie 8'lst, which is at Corfu, to join ita depdt in Italy. 
It has 9 of&cers and 183 men. 



[ 840.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Fonlaineblera, Nov. % IBOT. 

My Brother, — I have received your letters of the 23rd. I 
have not yet quite made up my mind not to go to Italy ; I should 
not like to cross you on the road : aa soon as I have decided I 
■wiU write to you. 

Pray make the expedition to Reggio and Soylla, and deliver 
tho Continent from the presence of the English. Yon have ten 
times as many troops as are wanted for that purpose, and the 
season is favourable, I see with pleasure that you have ordered 
tlie Ru^an garrison of Corfu, which has landed at Maafredonia, 
to be well reoeived, 

* This allovf e onl j two montlis foe a change of the whole civil law of the 
country. The propiiecy that Spain wonid soon adopt the Code Napolfion sliows 
that Napoleon already eontemplaCed the seizure of Spain. — Tb, 
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or JOSEPH'S ARMY. 



[341.J Napoleon to Joseph. 

Fontflincbieau, Nov. B. 180T. 

Mj Brother, — I send you a report which will show jou what 
your array ought to cost you, supposing its strength to consist of 
36,000 foot and 4000 horse ; and certainly it does not amount to 
that. It ought not to coat you mote than 24 millioa francs, of 
which only 7 or 8 millionB should he in money, and the rest in 
provisions, forage, &c. 



[S'lS.J Napoleon to Josepu. 

Fontsluebleau, Nov. fl, 1301, 

My Brother, — I have reooived your i-eturn of the 15th 
October, which you sent to me with your letter of the 27th. I 
HCC hy this return that you have 27,000 men present under arms. 
It is inconceivable that with this number of troops yon should 
suffer the English to remain at Scylla and Reggie. I entreat you 
not to lose a moment in making this expedition, whloh is of the 
greatest importance. A sbgle division may march boldly on 
Keggjo and Scylla, provided an intermediate division keep up 
the oomniunioatioQ between the first division and Naples. 



[343.] Napoleon to Josstu, 

roatoineljliiflu, Nov. T, lOT. 

My Brother, — Have yon begun to build your ships of the 
lino ? When will they be finished ? You ought more than any 
one else to feel the importance of obtaining these two ships, 
which will put you in a condition to fear notliing from the 
English frigates, and the English have not enough ships of the 
line to place them everywhere. 
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AMMUNITION AND TKO0P8 FOE COKPIT. 



[ 344.] Napoleok to Joseph. 

Fontnluebleau, Nov. 7, 1807. 

My Brother, — I have received youi letter of the 29th of 
October, fcy which I see that you have sent 131,000 poanda of 
powder and 600,000 infantry cartridges to Corfii. I am surprised 
that you do not mention my frigates. You ought to have heard 
of them, as they sailed from Toulon in the beginiung of October. 

Order the 6th regiment of chasseurs to proceed without delay 
to Treviose, I wish no time to be lost in executing this order. 



My Brothei-, — I have told you tiat I wished Cephalonia to 
bo garriaoned by Albanian troops, and that there should be no 
French troops in that island, except one or two officers. The 
same thing with respect to Zante. Two of my frigates and one 
corvette ought by this time to have arrived at Corfu ; they left 
Toulon on the 7th of October. Wlien you receive this letter 40 
days will have passed since their departure ; you ought then to 
Lave some news of thera. These frigates may be useful in trans- 
porting my soldiers to Corfu, I hope that the troops sent thitier 
by the Viceroy to complete tie 6th and the 14th have all arrived. 
On the reception of this letter I wish you to send to Corfu a 
battalion of the 2nd Italian regiment, which you will complete 
as fully as you can. You will likewise seud thither a Neapolitan 
regiment complete to 140 men per company. Two battalions of 
Latour d'Auvergne should also be sent ; their numbers should be 
increased so as to make altogether 1800 men. Add to these 200 
French and Italian artiUery, You will therefore send to Corfu a 
reinforcement of 3600 men, which, with the 6th of the line, the 
14th light infantry, the 5th Italian regiment, and the artUIery, 
will form a division of moro than 8000 men. Send Brigadier- 
General Valentin to Corfu in order that there may always be 
there besides the Governor- General two brigadier-generals. 
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Send tliither likewise the staff-officer Komeuf, and several officers 
of the staff. Send also a sijuadron of chassQiira of 200 men, a 
company of horse artillery with 120 horses, so that there may 
always be a division of artillery in Corfa with 8 piecea of eannou. 
There aie only 120 gunners in those islands ; that is clearly m- 
Buflioient Pray Lave these orders executed punctually. In the 
return whirh you have sent to me I see that there is but ono 
adjutant commandant : one is not enough. I entreat you to sup- 
ply Cortu as soon as you can with provisions, corn, and powder. 
It IS neceifcary that you. should send thither several hundred 
thousand cartridges, and that there should bo com enough there 
to last a year Q-eneral Oa^sai' Berthler ought to be master of 
the island, and never, under any circumstances, to suffer himself 
to he shut up in the fortress. With the troops which I am send- 
ing to him ho may assume this attitude, since he will have from 
8000 to 9000 men. This is connected with some larger schemes 
of which you Icnow nothing,* Lose no time therefore. There 
ought to he 400 artillerymen in Corfu. Send thither also 
another detachment of military artificers. You do not answer 
allmy letters, nor do you correspond with Corfu. I ordered the 
fortifications of Corfu, Parga, and Santa Maura to he gone on 
with : I hear nothing about it. I have desired the Viceroy to 
send thither some biscuit, much corn, and some powder. In 
this season the enemy's cruisers cannot prevent the arrival of our 
ships. 

The Viceroy tells me that on the 2iid of October he sent 
2200 tons of flour to Corfu ; between the 15th and the 22nd 
15,000 rations of biscuit ; and that on the 20th of October ho 
sent off some powder and shot from Venice. 

r34G.l Napoleon to Joseiti. 

■' Milan, Nov. 20, 130T. 

Monsieur raon Fr^ro, — I Lave received your letters of the 
7tb, 9th, 11th, and 12th of November. I have been two days in 

* Under the agreement mode at Tilsit 'by Napoleon and Alexander for tha 
paxtltion of Tnrkej-, France waa to havo Greece. Corfii was a etepprng-stone. 
— Tb. 
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MilaH, I sball reach Venice on the 2nd of December. Berthier 
must have written to t«U you that I shall te glad to meet you 
there, if your affairs permit you to come, I am impatiently ex- 
pecting to hear of the arrival of the 14th light infantry, the 
detachment of the 6tli, and the artillery, at Corfu, that the 
French troops are assembled, and that I am prepared there to 
repel any aggression on the part of the English, and to defend 
not only the fortress but the whole island. You should continne 
to correspond with Ali Paeha, and let him know that I learnt 
with regret the change in his feelings towards me; that, instead 
of sending abundance of provisions to the Ionian Islands, he 
refused oven to give them what they asked for; tell him that 
his conduct has been neither right, wise, nor politic. Whereupon, 
Monsieur mon Frere, I pray God that he keep you in hie holy 
and honourable care. 

[ 847.] Napoleon to JoaEPir. 

My Brother, — I saw Lucien at Mantua, and had wilJi him a 
conversation of several hours. He hag no doubt accjuainted you 
with the sentiments with which he left me. His notions and hia 
expressions are so different from mine that I can hardly make 
out what it is that he wants ; I think that he told me that he 
wished to send his eldest daughter to Paris to live with her 
grandmother. If he still is tJius disposed, I desire to be imme- 
diately informed of it ; the girl must reach Paris in the course 
of the month of January, either accompanied by Luoien or under 
the charge of a governess who will take her to Madame. It 
appeared to me that there was in Lucien's mind a contest be- 
tween opposite feelings, and that he had not sufBcient strength 
to decide in favour of any one of them. I exhausted all the means 
in my power to induce him, young as he is, to devote his talents 
to my service and to that of his country. If he wishes to let me 
have his daughter, she must set off without delay and he must 
send me a declaration putting her entirely at my disposal : for 
there is not a moment to lose, events are hastening on, and my 
destiny must be accomplished. If he has changed his mind, let 
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me know it immediately, for I sliall tlien make otier arrange- 
lueatB. 

Tell Lucicn that I was touched by his grief and by the feel- 
ings which he expressed towa,rda me ; and that I regret the more 
that he will not be reasoBable and contribute to his own comfort 
and to mine. 

I think that this letter will reach you on the 22nd. My last 
news from Lisbon are dated the 28th of November ; the Prince- 
Regent had embarked for the Brazils, he was still in the road- 
stead of Lisbon ; my troops were only at a few leagues' distance 
from the forts which form the entrance of the roadstead. I have 
heard from Spain no more than is contained in the letter which 
you have read. I am waiting with impatience for a clear and 
decisive answer, particularly with regard to Charlotte.* 

P.S. My troops entered Lisbon on the 30tb of November; the 
Prince Royal escaped in a maa of war ; I have taken 5 ships of 
the line and 6 frigates. On the 2nd of Decomber all was going 
on well at Lisbon. England declared war against Kussia on the 
6tb of December. Pass this news on to Corfu. The Queen of 
Tuscany is here : ehe wishes to go to Madrid. 



The reader may be interested by Thiers's relation of the in- 
terview between Napoleon and Lucien. 

" M. de Meneval wont during the night to bring Lucien from 
his inn to Napoleon's palace. Instead of throwing himself into 
his brother's arms, Lucien addressed him with a haughtiness 
excusable in a man without material power, but perhaps carried 
further than mere self-respect required. The interview was 
painful and stormy, but not useless. Among the possible arrange- 
ments in Spaia one was that of the marriage of a French prin- 
eeea to Ferdinand. Napoleon had just received a letter from 



* Ludec's daughter. — Th. 
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Charles IV., repeating hia reo[uest foi snch a mairiage and 
thoagh he leant towards a more radical solutim he did not es 
elude this middle course from hia proieet^ He wi'*hed Lue en 
then to give him his daughter by his fiist wite to be brought up 
by the Empress-Mother, to imbibe the feelmgi of the tanuly and 
to be sent to Spain to regenerate the Bourbona. li jt sliouldnot 
suit him to giTe her this part to play, thore were other thrones, 
more or less lofty, to which he could raise her. As for Lucien, 
he wished to make him a Trench prince, and otch ting of Portu- 
gal, which would put him in the neighbourhood of his daughter, 
on condition of his dissolving his second marriage, tht divorced 
wife being indemnified by a title and a great fortune. 

"These arrangements were practicable, but they were de- 
manded with authority and refused with anger ; and the brothers 
separated, both excited and irritated, but without a ijuarrel, since 
a part of what Napoleon asked — the sending Luoien's daughter 
to Paris — took place a few days after."" 



fSiS.J Nafole^dn to Joseph. 

Mllwi, Deo. 17, 160T. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 11th of 
December from Bologna. I see by the letters which you annex 
that several ships have been taken near Otranto. There seema 
to be mismanagement in that quarter. Send thither a naval officer. 

Why not make the ships sail at fixed times ? This wonld be 
much bettor than allowing them to start without superintend- 
ence aad several together. 

* Thiers, voL viii. p. 365. 
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[ 849.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

TuiiD,Dcc28, leOT. 

My Brother, — I send you a copy of a decree which I have 
just issued in consequence of the changes in tho commerce by 
sea. I wish it to bo executed in your dominions.* Equip as 
many privateers aa you can to pursue the eliips which communi- 
cate with Sicily, Malta, or Gibraltar, and which go to and from 
England. I have ordered an embargo upon all Sardinian ships 
and ships coming from Sardinia. It is by means of Sardinia that 
the English correspond at present. I have ordered all vessels 
coming irom thence to be stopped. It is advisable not to make 
this measure public. I start in an hour, and I shall reach Paris 
on the night of the 1st. Whereupon I pray God that he may 
keep you in his holy and honourable care. 

[ 360.] Napoleon to Josefu. 

My Brother,-^TherG is no end of the impertinences of the 
court of Eome; I am anxious to Lave done with it.j- I have 
dismissed its negotiators. I wish yon to assemble at Terracina 
a column of 2000 Neapolitan troops, infentry and cavalry, a 
French battalion of from 800 to 900 men, a cavalry regiment 
of 400 men, 4 Neapolitan and 6 French pieces of horse artillery, 
which will make 3000 men and 10 pieces of cannon ; you will 
do all this quietly. You will put this column under the orders 
of a brigadier-general, who wiU wait at Terraeina for orders from 

* The Milan Dacrae, wliioli dcdaied subject to captnre flverj fillip wticli 
had touulied at an; port in the Britisii Islands or in the British colonies. It 
was provoked hy our Orders in Council, which declared subject to captnre 
every ship which had not touched at a pott in tho BiilJsh Islands oi in the 
BiillBh ColonicB, Between the two all commorco hy eaa, by any nation what- 
ever was proMbited.— Th. 

t In a letter dated the 26th December, 180T, to wHoh (his is an answer, 
Joficph compliuned tlrnt an agent and a consul from the ex-King of Naples 
were allowed to reside and to displny the old Neapolitan arms in Rome ; that 
the Pope not only did not aoknowlodgo Joseph, but had even appointed Bishop 
<rf Capri ft nominee of flie os-King.— Ts. 
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General MioUis, under whose commaBd the column is to be 
Genera] Miollis is collecting 3000 men at Perugia, and Genera 
Lemavoia as many at Foligao. With ttoae 6000 men MioUL 
will maroii towards Borne, as if he were going to rejoin the armj 
of Naples. When he has reached Eome he will take possessioi 
of the Castio of St. Angelo, and assume the title of commander- 
in-chief of the troops in the papal states, and ho will send orders 
to your division at Terraeina to join him in Rome as soon a^ 
possible. You feel that this expedition mustbe kept very secret 
Your column of Terraeina ought to time its movements so as not 
to reach Rome until General MioDis has entered the city. Per- 
haps it need not enter, but it must be within four or five leagues. 
I will desire the Viceroy to let you know on what day General 
Miollis is to reach Rome, that the column may not march till 
the last moment. I roservo my further orders till Miollis arrives 
in Rome. 



[361.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Fariii, Jan. 11,130a 

My Brother, — I thank you for your new year's wishes. 
Tou will see that I answer your letter of the 26th of December 
by the measures of which my yesterday's letter has informed 
you. With regard to the pamphlet which you mention,* I 
paid no attention to it — I am accustomed to such intrigues. 
In general I do not read what ig addressed to me through the 
press. 

[ 853.] Napcli!»s to JoaEni. 

Pflila, Jan, la, 1808. 

My Brother, — I send you a report from the Minister of Ma- 
rine. Captain Trullet can protect your convoys from Otranto to 
Corfti. Let me know what you intend to send by them, 

• JoaepH had warned hia brother ag^nat ^ring credit to a psimpMet of 
one Giraod, iu wMch tlie goTemmeut of Naples was attacked. — Tr. 
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[363,] Napou!OB to JoSetK. 

Pm-Is, Jan. le, 1805, 

My Buother, — There is no donbt that the troops which are at 
Corfu should remain wncler your orders as commander-in-ehief of 
my army of Naples. You tell me that the Eussians have left 
behind them three magaalnes full of powder; write to G-eneral 
C. Berthier to talre possession of them; there can be no diffiffnlty 
about it. If you have any information concerning the ijuamtity 
of powder contained in these magazines, let mo have it. There 
ought hy this time to be no Eusaans at Corfu. 



[851,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Paris, Jan. IS, 1S03. 

My Brother, — Your aide-de-camp has been very well reoeived 
by the Emperor of Russia — he has appointed a minister to your 
oourt. M. de Mondragone* will be well received; I thought 
that he was already oa his way to Paris. Desire him to start 
without delay. A courier, whom I expect in four days, will 
bring the Emperor's answer, but you ought not to keep Mondra- 
gone till it arrives. 

[355.] H P LLO-J TO JoaFPH 

Far Jan 2i.-l%S 

My Erothta — My sjuadion from Eochetort sailed tn the 
17th of January with a fin wind under orders for Toalon, 
there it will join mj Toulon sq^uadron I think theiefore that 
between the lOth ind 15th of February they will ippeir befoic 
Naples. In thp first plai-i, it is necei^ary that the load^tead ot 
Eaia should be fortified la such i mauner as to protect my 
squadron if it should be attacked by a superior forre and to 
secure it agam&t ill haziids Y>u mi 'it fit out your frigates 
and your gunboats and collect the brigs which are scattered 
about your coasts m order to assemlle % considerable number of 

* Joseph's amijaasador to St. PeCersburg, — Ed. 
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transportB for the Sicilian expedition. My wish is, that Mar 
Bhal Jourdan, acoompamed by G-eneral Salligay and 9000 men 
should embark on board this sijuadron, which will take then 
straight to the coast of Sicily, as near Mossina as possible, when 
they will effect a landing ; and at the same instant Grcneral Reg- 
nier, with another 9000, will embark at Reggio and SoyUa ii 
gunboats, briga, polaores, and other small vessels of the country 
and thus form au army of 18,000 men. A battery of 18 pieeei 
of artillery and 6 mortara should be immediately eonatructec 
on the promontory of Faro, tpp 't t S yll anl a im'la n 
should be erected at Scylla. Th 1 tt y t Fa h uld b in 
trenched and fortified, so as t be d f nd d en n the land 
side. These two formidabl batt w 11 nde tl an 

longer an obstacle, and the mmun at n b tw n S ylla and 
Faro will be alwaya easy. Y u w 11 nt nu t s n 1 by 

means of gunboats, vessels of the nt y % all tb \\t t 
reinforcements. With 13,000 F en i 000 o 3)00 N apo- 
litana, aad other troops, and af mmum ati n S ly is 
for the English will not persist in defending the island if it is im- 
possible for them to intercept the communication between Messina 
and Scylla. If my squadron, on reaching Faro, is able to carry 
off some ships and damage the enomy, it may do so, but I wish 
it not to remain anchored for more than forty-eight hours off the 
coast of Sicily, but to stand out again to aea in order to proceed 
to Taranto or return to Toulon, as the wind may serve. Sup- 
posing all this to happen, and your troopa to bo already gone, 
those which reach Rome on the lat of February will proceed 
towards Naples, and I have taken other measures to send you a 
force sufficient to hold Beg^o, Scylla, Taranto, and Naples with 
an iron hand. You will reoeive this letter on the 2iid of Feb- 
ruary, I may get your answer on the 10th, and my final orders 
may reach Toulon on the 14th, probably .before the arrival of my 
squadron. These are the questions to which I desire an answer ; — 
1. Will 12 vessels of the line and a few frigates be safe in 
the roadstead of Baia, whatever may happen? Let me have a 
sketch of it, and toll mo what batteries you have there. 
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2. "Would the same sc|,iJadroii at Taraato b 
a superior hostile force? 

3. Are yon master of 8cy!la? la it certain that the mortars 
and guns of the battery at Soylla would cross fire with that 
which is to be established at Faro ? 

4. How many gunboats, spcronari and other boats have yoa 
whiah might facilitate General Reynier'a embarkation? 

5. Will your three frigates be ei^uipped and able to join my 
sf|uadroii, so as to afford further means of transport for my troops ? 

6. Have yoa 500,000 rations of biscuit ? If not, let them be 
made, and let the ships carry them, that they may be landed 
with the troops. 

7. Are the aperonari aafe in Eeggio and Scylla from the dan- 
gers of the sea, and from the attack of a superior force ? 

8. Where is it thought that the squadron ought to anchor, to 
effect a landing and take immediate possession of Faro ? 

9. Can you embark in the transports six 12-!nch mortars, 
8000 shells with their appurtenances, nice mortac-beda, eighteen 
24 or 36-pounders in iron or braea, with 500 rounds apiece, in 
order immediately to arm the battery of Faro ? 

10. Have you vessels which you can turn into horse-trans- 
ports for 400 artillery horses? These vessels must ply between 
Scylla and the coast of Measina, ao as to land all the cavalry. 

11. What number of spcronari, gondolas, or other boats can 
you add to my sc[uadron in order to haaten the landing? 

I have added an extra boat to each vessel. Ton will let into 
the secret only Salioetti, Jourdaa, and one officer of the navy ; 
and you will conceal even from them that my sijuadron is 
coming from Roohefort and Toulon — keep that to yourself. 
Within four-and-twenty houra after the arrival of my squadron 
at Baia you will embark the 8000 infantry, 1000 artillery and 
sappers and miners, with 20 field-pieces and a caisson apiece : 
the remainder ahould be embarked in the transports, or even in 
your three frigates, which, if you like,, you may have armed 
en flute. You will embark your biscuit in the transports. My 
squadron may also, when the troops are put on shore, land, if 
nece^ary, 3000 or 4000 rations of biscuit. .Send likewise about 

Vol. I.— 13 
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ttLrty masons, with the means of eonstructiDg six ovena, am 
some gangs of haters. Ton will put on hoard draft-horses o 
mulea, but all this should he dono so quietly as not to betra; 
any extraordinary movement. The sciuadrou may easily carr 
18,000 men, hut there are in OYory regiment servants and non 
comhatauta, ao that I think you could emhark conveniently onl; 
9000 good infantry, that is to aay, 6 regiments, taMng car 
that each regiment may leave 4 companies at Naples ; Uiere 
fore, instead of 18 companies, not more than 14 will go, con 
taining each 1400 men present under arms. The cavalrj 
will embark at Keggio. As soon, however, as your movement? 
are revealed you may direct your cavalry to the points which 
under the protection of the hatteries, it can reach without 
danger. Yon know that tho transformation of ships of thirt;; 
or forty tons into horse-tranaporta is the affair of an instant. 

The principle on which this expedition is founded is this : to 
gain possession of Scylla and Faro. If you can only keep Faro 
for a certain period, you will ho master of Sicily. Load somt 
Muall vessels with 20,000 quintals of flour, which you will obtain 
at Naples or elsewhere, and you will have all that is requisite to 
he maater of the passage as long as it is wanted, and to send over 
as many troops as you like ; and even the Bnglisli will not accept 
the challenge. WJien I say biscuit, I mean also rice and brandy. 
If fortune seconds ray undertaking, I may keep poaaessiou of the 
passage from Naples to Sicily for a week. Embark with ea^h 
battalion 200 pioneers' tools, in order that they may ^o able to 
intrench themselves immediately, to erect the battery which will 
close the straits, to construct ovens, to hut themselves, and then 
SicOy is taken. Your local knowledge may suggest modiicationa 
of this plan, alwaya retaining this foundation, to obtain the com- 
mand of Faro and Scylla ; the other places fall of themselves. 
It might be proposed to go straight to PaHermo ; but this would 
be hazardous. The possession of Palermo will not give you Sicily, 
but that of Faro will ; the communication is everything. I pre- 
sume that you will send with the army aomo faithful and clever 
a the necesaary information. Thei'e are two 
Q Faro and Messina; you may therefore be master 
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of Faro ivitliout Messina. An intrenclied camp may be formed, 
the left side towards tlie eea and tte right towards Messina, or 
intersecting the email peninsula of Faro. 

I have no doubt that you must take possession instantly of 
Melazzo. At Melazzo means of subsistence will be found. What 
sort of a place is Melazzo ? Can mj ships be protected there 
against a superior force, if a battery be immediately estatlished ? 
Is there a road for the artillery between Melazzo, Faro, and Mes- 
sina? Are there any rivers or torrents between Melazzo and 
Faro which prevent communication? In my opinioD, you should 
land as near Faro as possible, but still it must be in a place whore 
you can anchor and disembark By a quick march you caa seize 
Messina, should the English not be there; and I think it unlikely 
that they will shut themselves up in that place. If they keep tho 
citadel, yon will get everything by taking the town. I need not 
tell you that every man should have 50 cartridges in his knapsack 
and 50 more in his box, and you ought to embark 100 more in 
the small vessels. When the men land, they will take out their 
boxes and biscuits. This operation wiU probably be accomplished 
if it is kept quite secret. I shall postpone giving you the last 
instructions till I rocoive an answer to this letter. 

Let lue know where you hear that the English ships are. In 
your return of tho 15th of December, which is the last tbat I 
have, I see that yon have at Naples, the 29th, 52nd, and 102nd, 
and that these three regiments can supply the 1400 men whom I 
ask for; the 20th of the line, which is at Salerno, and the 10th, 
which is in tho Abruzzi, can furnish you with as many artillery; 
you have companies of artillery artificers, sappers and miners ; so 
that the number of men that you require is ready. I couoludethat 
you have reinforced Boynicr's division since you have sent troops 
to Reggio. I see that you have altogether present under arms 
ir,000 Freuch infantry, 2400 cavalry, and 1700 artillery. You 
may devote to the expedition 12,000 infantry, 2000 cavalry, 1000 
artillery and sappers and miners, which will make 15,000 men. 
The 2000 Italian foot, the regiments of Isembourg andof Latour 
d'Auvergae, and your Neapolitan army will afford 3000 without 
counting another reinforcement of 4000 men, which will arrive by 
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Reggio. During this time yoa will receive the division of Miol- 
lis, and other troops whicli I am directing on Florence, and which 
will soon join you. The troopa ■whicli will embark at Reggio 
should be formed into two divisions of 4500 men each, the same 
as to those from Naples, and these divisions should be com- 
manded by one general of division and two brigadier-generals. 
French troops require a great many generals. Besides, it is you 
who begin hostilities, and you wU! send all your army of Naples. 
The great point is, that you sbould be master of Soylla and Mes- 
sina, or at Icaat of Paro. The English, who are far from expecting 
this expedition, will not bo ready in less than a month to oppose 
my 9000 men, and in this time you will reinforce them with 9000 
more, and your kingdom will receive oil the troops whom you want. 

P. S. Tou will find annexed a plan for your army, arranged 
as I think it ought to be, 

N" n h acquainted with the coast of Sicily ; and at 

this n f great consecjneEce that my squadron should 

ente a s a whence a landing may be effected with security. 
Mel ex o ed to a squall from the north; if my squadron 

met wi h a n h wind there, would it run the risk of being 
stranded . If my squadron were to reach Keggio, either by forc- 
ing a passage through the strait, or by going round Sicily, is there 
a bay between Messina and Catania in which the men might dis- 
embark, sheltered from the wind ? How many ships has the 
enemy at Messina? Are they protected by his batteries? If 
there should be no roadstead or harbour between Messina and 
Catania, it may be necessary to go straight to Palermo, What 
are the fortifications of that town ? Where would the squadron 
anchor? Would it be protected from the enemy? To go to 
Palermo would require three-quarters of the troops comprised in 
the return which I enclose, that is to say, you would need 15,000 
m«n. You might embark 1500 cavalry soldiers with only their 
saddles; they would find horses at Palermo, But my squadron, 
and that of Toulon, will not be able to transport more than 
11,000 men. Can you between the 10th and 15th of February 
find means of embarking from Naples 4000 infantry and 600 
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horses ? How many ships have you ? and of what size ? If 
your three frigates are ready for sea, ihey raust he armed iu flute ; 
iu this way thoy alone will carry 1500 men. You must feel how 
ansious I am to receive answers to these questions. Whatever 
may happen, I strongly advise you to put the batteries in the 
roadstead of Baia into a good state. I see three principal points 
on the plan ; at each of these points there must be 20 pioeeB of 
ordnance, of which at least four should he mortars. Order the 
batteries aud platforms to be prepared, hut quietly and witJiout 
appearing to do anything extraordinary, so that, aa soon as tho 
ezpedition becomes notorious, the pieces of artillery may be car- 
ried thither in 24 hours. I suppose that between Naples and 
Scylla there is no tolerable roadstead in which my squadron could 
be proteited from the north wind. Send me likewise the state 
and position of your navy, and every detail concerning the coast 
ot Sicily A coast-guard officer, well acquainted with the har- 
bours, bays, and roads of that island, would he of great use to 
me Send mo a SicUiaa, a practical engineer and a sailor ; both 
of them should be here before the 10th of February. Secrecy 
and secrecy 



Marshal Jonrdan, commander-in-chief. 

General Dedon, eommanding the artillery, 

FoTir adjutants-commandants, French. 

Eight adjoints to the staS, French. 

Two adjutants-commandants, Neapolitan. 

Four adjoints to the staff, Neapolitan. 

A eolonol and a major of artillery, French, commanding the pari;. 

Three field-officers and six captains of artillery, French. 

One field-officer and three captains of artillery, Neapolitan. 

Two field-officers and six officers of engineers, French. 

Eight officers of engineers, NeapoUtan. 
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General of Division Lamarque, commaader. 
Lucotte and Huart, generals of brigade. 



First Brigade. 

A regiment of infantry, Ereneh, of two bittahoni, e teh 
battalion Beven eompauiea, including grenadier's and 
light companies, eacb company 150 men present , 1500 

Note. — There will remain in tbe dep6t at Ntplea two com- 
panies of eacli battalion to receive the men leaving the 
hospitals, and the reoruita from the depute in Upper 
Italy. 

A regiment of light infantry, Neapolitan . . 1000 

Total of first brigade . . . 2500 



Second Brigade. 

A similar French regiment .... 1500 

An Italian regiment 1000 

2500 

Two companies of artillery, one French, the other Nea- 
politan, and one company of drivers, 300 men, will be 
attached to the division 300 

Total of division 5800 



First Brigade. 
A Erenoli regiment, and 1000 men from the regi- 
ment of Isembourg or Latour d'Auvergne 
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Brought forward . . 2500 5300 

Second Brigade. 

A French regiment, and 1000 Neapolitans or 

Ooraicana ....... 2500 

A French and Neapolitan company of artUlery, and 

a company of drivers 300 

Total of second division . . 5300 

General Salligny or Maurice Mathien may command this 
division. For generals of brigade, General Merlin or 

Digonnet, or any one else. ■ 

General total .... 10,600 

Thus these two first divisions, which will erahark at Naples, 
will consist of : — 

French infantry 6000 

Italian 1000 

Auxiliary 1000 

Neapolitan ...... 2000 

Artillery and drivers .... 600 

10,600 

To which must be added for the park 400 artillerymen, 100 dri- 
vers, 100 sappers, and 100 artisans =7 00. Grand total 11,300. 

Aa these regiments may he diminished at the moment of em- 
barking, hy sickness or otherwise, to the extent of 400, there 
would tenmn only 10,900 men. 

"With this division 400 pioneers' tools for each division, and 
1200 tor the engineers and artillery, must he embarked. 

Besides the 50 cartridges which each man will have in hia 
knapsack, chests, containing 100 cartridges per man {each chest 
of a aiae whicli can be landed easily by two men), must be em- 
barked. They will he landed with the men, and contain a million 
cartridges. Another million must be embarked in the transports. 

Two pieces of cannon and a caisson will be embarked in each 
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vessel of the aquadron. All the other caissons and oliesta will be 
embarked in the trausporta, so as to have a double provision for 
24 pieces of field artillery, making two divisions of 12 guna each 
— that is to say, for each division two 12-ponnder8, eight 6 or 4- 
pounders, and two howitzers. If S-pounders, mountain-piecea, 
are at hand, four of them mnst be embarked. 

Two companies of artillery aud 100 drivers have been allotted 
to each division ; they can attend to 600 horses ; 300 horses atould 
be embarked if possible, and stalls should be made to bold two 
squadrons of chasseurs, of 300 horses each. 

80,000 qointaia of flonr, 500,000 rations of biseait, and 
500,000 rations of brandy must be embarked in the squadron. 

Eacb division must have its ambulance, and there must be 
one generally for the whole corps. From Naples, then, there wiU 
embark for tMs expedition nearly 12,000 men. 

The second part of the expedition will be composed, like tlie 
first, of two divisions, consiating each of two brigades, oompris- 
ing three French regiments, one Swiss, one Neapolitan auxiliary, 
200 Neapolitan herse, chasseurs and dragoons; making from 
7000 to 8000 infantry and 2000 cavalry. All the gunboate and 
light vessels will assist it. 

When the expedition baa left Italy, there will remain in the 
kingdom of Naples 40 companies, being 4 per regiment ; if they 
average 50 men, that makes 2000; three oomplete regiments, 
4500 men ; the guard, 3500 men ; two Italian regiments, 200 ; 
the Neapolitan troops, &c. Altogether more than 15,000 men. 

A few days after the sailing of the expedition, 6000 grenadiers 
will enter Naples, and 2000 the Abruzzi ; as for generals and 
staff officers, there are always enough in Naples, as &.G generals 
of brigade can aet as generals of division, and colonels as gener- 
als of brigade. 

[356,] Napoleoh to Josepji. 

roris. Jan. 20,1808. 

My Brother, — I wrote to you yesterday at great length on 
my plana; 1 presume that you have already answered me by send- 
ing me all the necessary information. Everything inclines me to 
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thinli. that the attempt must be made before the 15th of Fehrnary. 
You must obtain the means of embarking between 3000 and 4000 
men in very large veaaels ; they will bo able to go wherever they 
like, for with 15,000 men you will not bo tied down to ioldiug 
a single point. The great thing is to take Scylla. Your letter 
of the 15th does not mention it ; this pnazlea me. 

Pray I'epeat to General C. Berthier that he must put no 
French troopa either in Oepliabnia or in Zante, and that all his 
Erench troopa must be assembled at Corfu and at Santa Maura, 
I am impatiently expecting to hear of the awival of tde 14th, of 
the detachments of the 6th, and of the Italian regiments. From 
the moment that you can reckon upon assembling 6000 men at 
Corfu, there will be no danger of the English landing there, since 
they could not do it with even 12,000 men, a force which is out 
of proportion to the resources of Ecgland. I have written to 
tlio Ottoman Porte, in ordor that, if tiie English disembark near 
Corfu and besiege the fortress, the army of Dalmatia may be 
able to start from Cattaro, to cross the territory of Ali Pacha, 
and make its appearance before Corfu. I have there 20,000 men, 
who, when they reached Butrinto, would easily cro^ to Corfu, 
join the garrisou, and drive the besiegers into the sea. I expect, 
that, if the 14th, the remainder of the 6th, and the Italians have 
arrived, the English will not be allowed to land; and if even 
they effected a landing, the fortrcM would be defended for more 
than six months. It is probable that before the blockade had 
been kept up two months, the army of Dalmatia would have 
reached Butrinto. Marmont has sent a coBSul to Beyrout, and I 
have requested Ali Pacha (and, indeed, I have made the Porte 
order him) to place Tartars between Butrinto and Cattaro, to 
accelerate the communication. 

As Mocenigo is at Naples, you may learn from him the quan- 
tity of powder left by the Bussians at Corfu; it is absurd that it 
ia not yet given up to me. It is of conseciuence that you should 
ascertain the number of the ships of war, frigates, &c., which 
the English have before Corfu. You should get these reports 
from Otranto and Brindisi. I also wish you to learn how many 
men-of-war can find shelter ia Brindisi, and if t 
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tecting the harbour are in a good state. I am longing to hear 
that Scylla is taken. 

t35T.] Navoleon to Jobefd. 

My Brother, — I have reteiFeJ your letter of the 15th of 
Jannary. Tour plan for aa order appears to me to be the beat, 
becanae it hiS B<me meaning.* I stall glre the order of the 
Iron Crown to Maicjuis tiallo, and the Eagle to Prince Colonna, 
Commandant of the National Guard of M'aplea, to Prince Biaig- 
nanO, and to Duke Caiaino I accept yonr order with pleasure. 

I suppose that yonr ambassadors for Paris and St. Peteraburg 
have already started. I told you that the news was very well 
received in Russia. Your letter of the 15th informs mc that 
500 men have sailed for Corfu with a favourable wind; I am 
anxious to hear of their arrival. 



[ 358.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

raria, Jau. 2S, 1303, 

My Brotier, — I have received your letter of the J8th, with 
the report of General Donzelot It proves to me the incapacity 
of Berthier, who ought on his arrival to have sent you a similar 
report. I wish yon, therefore, to send one of your aides-de-camp 
to Corfu with an order to General Donzelot to undertake the 
government of the Ionian Islands. You will say that you have 
received the decree appointing him ; and you will deaire General 
Berthier to remain a fortnight with General Donzelot, after which 
he will repair by land to Cattaro, visit that place, inspect the 
roads, survey the whole of DalmatJa, and thence join me in Paris. 
Your aide-de-camp must be discreet; you will teil him what is in 
his despatches, in order that he may not deliver them unless 
General Donzelot is at Corfu ; if he should be at Santa Maura, 
he must bo sent for to Corfu ; and if there should be any obstacle 
to his quitting Santa Maura, General Berthier ought not to sus- 

* What liia plan was does uot olcarly appear. — Te. 
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pect the object of your aide-de-oamp's mission, aa it would auuoy 
him. Repeat the order to the Goveruor-G«neral to withdraw the 
French troops from Zauto and Cephalonia, and to place them only 
at Santa Maura and Corfu. No French must be left even at 
Parga. The Governor will leave at Zaute and Cephalonia only 
two French offieora, with 25 or SO French ; the same at Parga. 
The 6th, the 14th, and tie Italians should he all assembled at 
Corfti and Sta. Maura. Send off immediately four French engi- 
neer and two artillery officers from Naples to Corfu. I see that, 
by way of provisions, all tliat they have at Corfu are 14,000 
(jumt^Is of bad flour; but General Donzelot makes some omis- 
sions ffr I am assured that there are also several thousand 
quintals of com. I am. impatient to heaj if your convoy of the 
Sth has ariived; it seems to me that there was 100,000 lbs. 
woifjht of powder in it. If the Kussians had magazines there, 
why not hive taten them ! It wiU not bo diificult for you to 
embark 500 or 600 tools, they take little room. One of the 
bri idler generals at Corfu will take the command of Sta. Maara. 
Send 10 more artillery officers to Corfu. As to money, I have 
ordered 250,000 francs to bo sent thither every month. Since I 
gave this order three months ago, from 700,000 to 800,000 franca 
must have arrived there'; and that sum was sufficient to finish tlie 
works and pay the troops. The aide-de-camp whom you send 
must bring baok a report of the state of Corfu on the Ist of Feb- 
ruary, magazine by magazine, and bastion by bastion. Every- 
thing inclines me to think that Corfu will be attacked in March 
or Aprii. I have desired some corvettes and brigs to be sent 
from Anoona and Venice; I have not heard of their arrival, 

[ 359.] Napot.kob to JosEFir, 

My Brother, — One of my sciuadrons will shortly appear be- 
fore Corfu; it wiU be strong enough to drive away the enemy's 
cruisers, and to be mistress of the sea for several days. Make 
such dispositions that the remainder of the 14th light infantiy, of 
the 26th of the line, and of the Italian depots, all the powder and 
ammuniticoi, the artillery and engineer officers, and in fact all that 
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you intend for Corfu, may be ready at Brindiei and Otranto, in 
order to lake advantage of my sc[uadron and cross. My wist ia 
that there should he at Corfu 4000 I'rendi and Italians, 1000 
nativea and Albanians ; so that in the face of tfiese 5000 men the 
enemy will not be able to land with less than 12,000 ; that the 
fortressea may be victualled so as to hold out during more than 
BLS months of open trenches, to ^ve me time to relieve thorn. As 
the Porte has permitted mo to pass through Albania, 20,000 men 
might, on a landing being effected, reach Butrinto m a week. I 
wish you to assemble at Briadial a battalion of 500 or 600 Nea- 
politans ; the squadron will protect their passage. Send also the 
requisite number of artificers, the detachment of artillery, and, 
above all, powder and provisions. 



[3G0.] Napoleos to Joseph. 

Pari?, Feb, T, 160a 

My Brother, — I wrote to you on the 24th of January on the 
Sicilian expedition, and I conclude that jou have made the neces- 
eary dispositions. I received this evening the following intelli- 
gence ; — Admiral Ganteaume writes to me, dating the 23d of 
February, from the roadstead of Toulon, that my Roehefort 
squadron was signalled off Villefranche on the 3d, at 10 o'clock 
in the momiog; that he was proceeding to join it ; and that he 
should probably proceed to Corfu to drive off the English 
cruisers, to protect the passage from Brindiei and Otranto to 
Coriii, and to try to take some of the enemy's ships. You feel 
the importance of profound eecreey, and yet of sending without 
delay two safe and intelligent officers, one to Otranto and Brin- 
disi, and the other to Taranto. The one whom you send to 
Otranto onght to manage so that all the convoys in those ports 
may be ready to sail, in order to thoroughly victual Corfu. Corfu 
is of such importance to me, that its loss would be a fatal blow to 
my plans ; the Adriatic would be closed, and your Mugdom would 
have on its left side a pott in which the enemy would recruit 
Albanians and other troops to attack yon. In my hands it wiU 
have great influence on Albania. I depend, therefore, on your 
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zeal that nothing will te forgotten, and that thk solitary oppor- 
tunity of securing Corfu agaioHt all danger will be seized. All 
the 6th of the line, the I4th light infantry, the 5th Italian regi- 
ment of the Ime, a Neapolitan battalion, and another Italian bat- 
talion, ought to be sent to reinforce the garrison of Corfu, I have 
no return of the troops at Brindisi and Otranto. I cannot esti- 
mate, tterefiire, the strength of the garrison when the reinforce- 
ments have arriyed. But I wish you, without delay, to embark 
another French battalion, the nearest within reach, in order that 
there may be 6000 men, French, Italians, or Neapolitans, in the 
island of Corfu alone, without including the Albanians and 
lonians, who would inorease the number up to 7500. The Eng- 
lish will tben not be able to land, and I shall be master of the 
island for ever. Send over all the powder, tools, and gun-car- 
riages at your disposal, and all the money that you have in your 
treasory at Naples, at the rate of 250,000 francs per month. Pay 
these 260,000 francs in advance for February and March. You 
will therefore take advantage of this opportunity to send to them 
at least 1,000,000 francs. Load the vessel with corn, flour, and 
other things. I will repay all the extra money which you send 
thither. Send over also some engineer and artillery ofScera 
When you have thus made Corfu safe, you will send some discreet 
person to Admiral Ganteaume, to let him know whether you wish 
him to present himself before Reggio. Desire him to appear be- 
fore Catania and Keg^o, to protect the landing of 7000 or 8000 
men, who are to occupy Faro, place a battery there, and take 
possession of the suburbs of Messina. As soon as this is done, 
Sicily is conquered, as you would then direct all your troops upon 
Keg^o, so as to increase the number of the expedition which is 
to start from thence to 15,000, This plan supposes that you are 
master of Scylla, which is the most important post in the world. 
If Scylla is not yours, all this becomes impossible, and you will 
have lost Sicily through your own fault* 

I send you a memorandum on the state of my fleet and of the 
means of transport which it afiords. You of course have done 

* Scjlla was not then in Joseph's power. — Tb. 
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the same, aad your letter, wliich I ospect to-morrow, will let me 
know on wliat I can depend. You mnst not, in any way, discon- 
tinue your preparations for embarkation from Naples, for it is 
possible tliat Admiral Ganteaume may sail towards Naples, if his 
morements in other directions are impeded, and that he may 
proceed to Cape Mortadella, in order to take po^ession of Earo. 
Besides, I am espeoting another eijnadroa in the Mediterranean, 
and it ia as well that your means of transport should be ready in 
any case. That cursed rock Scylla interferes with all ray pro- 
jects, and yet I had impressed upon you that every thing depended 
upon it. It is possible that my ec[uadron may bo forced to take 
refiigo in the harbor of Taranto. Place some guns on the island, 
and let all be ready to protect my ship& ' 

To sum up, on the 3d of February, at 3 o'clock in the after- 
noon. Admiral Ganteaume had not left Toulon, and had not de- 
cided whether he should direct his course on Corfu or on Naples. 
If he were detained by wind or weather, so that there were time 
for my orders to reach him, and I had received your answer to my 
letter of the 24th of January,* I should certainly desire him to 
sail for Naples. But is Sejila taken ? It is probable that Ad- 
miral Ganteaume has sailed for Corfu, that he will havo reached 
it or nearly ''o when you reo'ive this letter' in this case you 
h Id mpl t th g f C f to 6000 men, French and 



ltd d 


ipiy t 


milywthp 


You should urge 


a 6 


f s Jll 


11 \lm 


1 C nteaume, 


, if you 


th k t d 


W t 


pp b f C t m 


d Eeggio, 


and to 


I d 000 


•iOOO m 


t lyr 


d then you 


should 


la I .11 J 


f 


p th t p mt I 


i t you must go on 


WthT 


Ip p 


t t N pi 


d to Jand i 


IS many 


m ; p 


bl. 


S ly I th p 


t state of Europe 


you cannot be 


m want of troopa, and I will 


send you as i 


many as 



* It IB ramarkabla that in his letter of tlis 24th January, Napoleon infacma 
Josepii, as a matter perfectly anangea, that tho fleet was W sail from Touloii 
for Naples, nod -would lie there between the 10th and 15th of Febrnary, ajid 
damrea Joseph to have 9000 man ready to embark in it for Sicily. It now 
appears that no orisrs to this e^ct had beeii sent to Admiral Ganteaume, and 
tit&t, instead of Naples, his dfisMnatiou was Corju. — Ta. 
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you like. Whea you hear that Ganteaume has readied Corfu, 
hurry on to Reggio the troopa vrhich. you have between Naplea 
and that place, as the whole movement is to he made from Reggie, 
and at the same time continue your naval preparations at Naples. 
Whilst waiting for news of Admiral Ganteaume, you should 
endeavour to he always ready at Naples to emhark your troops in 
his ships, in order to sail straight by Mortadella, and to seize 
Earo. You must, however, keep all this perfectly secret, for intel- 
ligence of your movements may be carried ijuickly into Sicily, and 
an indiscretion woald expose you to the greatest misfortunes. 
Salioetti, one naval officer, and yourself, ought alone to be in the 
secret; even the officer whom you send to Otranto and Brindisi 
onght to know nothing about it ; you will give him a sealed letter, 
which he is not to open, unleas ho hears something extraerdinary 
at Otranto. I need not recommend jou to keep the batteries at 
Taranto and Baia in good order, that they may protect niy squad- 
rons. Of course 1 shall write to you every day. 

When you know that Uanteaume has arrived before Corfu, 
dispatch a courier to the Viceroy and to General Lemarrois, to 
hasten the departure from Venice and Ancona of all that is in- 
tended for Corfu. 

[361.] NiPOtJ«iN TO Joseph. 

Pai'lB, Feb. 8, 1303. 

My^Brothor, — I wrote to you yesterday : it is now noon, and 
I have not yet received the courier whom I expect from Toulon 
to-day to tell me what my sc[uadroii did on the 4th. Pray send 
plenty of money to Corfu. The Porte must have ordered Bu- 
trinto to be given up to me. As soon as this important port is in 
mypower, 2000 Albanians are to be assembled there. 

Yon should consider Corfu as of greater consec[uence than 
Sicily. The fiite of Sicily is certain, that of Corfu is yet uude- 
cided. In the last negotiations Kngland did not object to giving 
me Sicily. Take advantage of this opportunity to send over 
rather 1000 men too many than 1000 men too few, and rather to 
add another company of artillery than to take one away, Be- 
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r well what I tell yon. In tlie present state of Europe, 
the greatest possible misfortune would he the loss of Corfu. I 
depend upon jour dexterity to guarantee to me the possession of 
this important post for ever. Let everything he referred to you. 
Increase rather than diminish tie number of staff, artillery, and 
engineer offioers, whom you send thither. Desire the governor to 
levy more Alhanians, and to carry the numher np to 6000 instead 
of 3000. I should like to have from 2000 to 3000 Albanians in 
each of the stations of Parga, Santa Maura, and Butrinto, under 
the orders of a French general. 

It IS 2 o'clock in the afternoon ; I have just received your 
letter of the 2Sth of January. How is it that your letters take 
eleven days on the road from Naples ? They ought to arrive in 
eight days My express service is getting out of order ; I have 
complamed to Lavalette. Endeavour on your side to find out 



[362,] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Feb. 9, 6 o'dook to iba attomoou. 

No courier has arrived either yesterday or to-day from Tou- 
lon ; I have therefore no news ; I can only refer to my letter of 
the 7th. Letters from Rome say that Salicctti's house has been 
nndei-mined, that his children are killed, and he himself slightly 
hurt. How horrible I I am impatiently waiting for details. 

I shot to-day at Mortofontaine from 1 o'clock till 4 ; I killed 
twenty hares. The house looked to me even more frightful and 
uniohahitahle than it did four years ago. 



[ 363. 3 Nafoleon to JosErii. 

My Brother, — You will find annosed a memorandum of what 
has heen sent from Venice to Corfu. You will see that it haa 
been considerable both as regards ammunition and provisions. 
Let me know what has been received. 
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[S6i.] Napoleom to Joseph, 

Paris, Feb. 11,1808. 

My Brother, — Admiral Ganteaume writes to me, dated the 
4tli of February, that he ia ready to sot sail ; that he purposes to 
do BO on the 8th ; that Admiral Allemand, in command of the 
squadroa from Kochefort, anchored in the bay of Jnan on the 
Ord ; and that he immediately ordered it to join him. Admiral 
Allemand has been lucky : he passed the strait* ia the night of 
the 26th of January, without hcing seen by the English. On his 
way he took several prizes, which he hiirnt, I am impatiently 
ospeotiag an answer to my iDtter of the 24th of January ; this is 
the eighteeath day since it was sent ; I hope to receivo your 
answer this evening. If Ganteaumo goes first to Corfu, I am very 
anxious that you should try to execute the Sicilian expedition. 
I am longing to hear that Scylla is taken. The terriblo misfor- 
tune which has happened to Salicetti f seems to me to have been 
the result of over-indulgenoe. When were traitors ever before 
allowed to live, and to lire free, in a capital — wretches who had 
plotted against the state ? Their lives ought not to be spared, 
but if that is done, at least you should send them sixty leagues 
from the capital, or shut them up in a fortress : any other condwet 



[ 865.] Napoleon to J(ymFn 

Paris Feb. 11, 1808. 

My Brother, — The kingdom of Naples is veiy ill adminis- 
tered ; my troops are not paid, and the arrears mcreaae every 
day, iloedcrer mates fine plans, ruins the eouatry, and puts no 
money into your treasury: this is the opinion ot all the French 
who come from Naples. Ro^derer is honest and has good inteu- 
tions, but he has no experience. The great art is to do in every 
year no more than is requisite, and Ecoderer does in one year 

• Of Gibraltar. 

t His liouse WHS blown up, and he and hie daugliter injured, by a person 
whose sons had sntfered for having takeu part in a conapirftoy, — Te. 
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what ought to be done In ten. THa is suffioient in itsolf to rttia 
you and to displease jour people. 



[366J Kapolimn to Joseph. 

rsj-is. Fob, 12, 1M8. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 3rd of 
February. I see with great regret that Scylla is not yet in yoiar 
power. I am waiting ansiously for tho letter whicli you promise 
me for to-morrow. You mi"ht as well have let me know to day 
how many vessels you h flh t! dftliipt 

of my squadron, and I m ht h 1 d t th fli t pi t 

proceed to Baia. By tt tim hw y mtliwwlit 

Admiral Ganteaume h d If y dy t d t k 

the expedition from B,^ my Of q I myj^thth 
and take ita share in th p t 1 t th p f S yll 

is very important. A squa 1 Id ar ly t ir t p 

through tte strait if b yll w m 1 w th od L ttery 

Captain de Simooe ha tjt dl Idthty 

have told nothing to h m ti j th i 



[8G7] NAPotBOH TO Joseph. 

pBiis, Feb. 10, 1803. 

My Brother, — I send you the report of an Ameriean captain 
who left Palermo on the 6th of January. From this report it 
appears that the English have no troops in Sicily. Under auoh 
circumstances the expedition will succeed easily. In your recent 
letters you do not mention this important subject. 

[ 368.] Napolbon to Joseph. 

My Brother,— My squadroii left Toulon on the 10th of 
February at 10 o'clock in the morning, under the command of 
Admiral Ganteaume, Its strength consists of 2 three-deckers, 8 
ships of 80 and 74 guns, auvcral frigates and brigs, and of 3 large 
ehips en fiMe laden with artiQery and ammuuition for Corfu. 
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At 6 o'clock on tlie evening of the 10th the ac^uadron was out of 
eight, sailing with a liiir wind, which, probably carried it on be- 
yond Cape Bon. I wrote to you on the 7th of February, to-day 
is the 15th; it is probable that whilst I am writing you will re- 
ceive that letter. I told you that Admiral Gauteanmo would 
certainly go to Corfu, and this is in feet what he has done. I 
refer you to the dispoaitions contained in my letter of the 7th for 
conveying to Corfu all that is provided in Brindisi and 
Otranto. Send thither also all the money that you can; spare 
nothing, and let there be 6000 men, French, Italians, and Neapo- 
litans, ia the island of Corfu alone. I wrote to you in tho same 
letter on the Sicilian espedition. It is but a step from Keggio 
to Corfu; and if the English, as I am assured is the case, have 
not more than 4000 or 5000 men in Sicily, the expedition from 
Reggio to seiae FarO will be made easily, and you become master 
of Sicily. The minister for maritime affairs must have written 
to you aubseijuently, and indeed have sent you an officer. I am 
waiting with impatience for your news, and I reckon upon your 
activity in this important conjuncture, I count upon the success 
of the expedition from Beggio, but nevertheless prepare your re- 
sources at Naples; I am espeeting other squadrons. 



Q 369.] Napoleon to Joaepn. 

Pnis. Fob. IT, tsoa. 

My Brother, — Like you, I am indignant at the capitulation 
of G-eneral Beynier." It was for acting in the same way that 
I set aside Marshal Bruno. I am equally dissatisfied with the 
clauses of the capitulation. Why wore the Sicilians permitted 
to return to Sicily? why these communications and parleys? 
You ought not to allow them ; but just now, when my sijuadrons 
are In motion, and the invasion of Sicily may take place from day 
to day, I think that you had better delay taking any steps. As 

* General Esjnier had admitted the garrison of Eeggio to capitnlate, omit^ 
ting in the capitulation all allusion, to Kii^ Joseph. Joseph was furious ; sdd 
tiiat he had rather the oastle had lemaiued in the handa of the rebels, and pro- 
posed tho immediate rcooll of Ecynier. — Tk. 
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to Cavaignae, * I eanBot imagine it to have been any tiang but aii 
oyersight — it would Iiave been too atupid. 

I have informed you that my sqaadron sailed on the 10th o£ 
February ; it is not improbable that on the 20th it may arrive 
at Corfu, and that on the 25th or 30th Admiral Ganteaurae may 
appear before Beg^o, land between Catania and Messina, seize 
Messina and even CatMiia, bloeiiade the forts, and capture Faro. 
Tliis operation might bo facilitated by his threatening Syracuse, 
which would deceive the English. As soon aa you know his 
plans you will make General SaUigny support Eeynier, who will 
thus have 12,000 men, and you should then immediately put 
into motion another body of between 4000 and 5000 to occupy 
Beggio and Scylla. The English prisoners taken at Keggio 
ought to give you information as to the troops in SioOy, particu- 
larly the English. You say nothing about them in your letter. 
Are there many at Messina ? All accounts say that the storms 
which have prevailed in your seas since the beginning of the 
month have dispersed the English expedition, and there ia 
nothing which inclines me to think that the troops in Sicily 
have been reinforced. I know even that there have boon com- 
plaints in London of the small number of troops in that important 
island. 

[ 370.] Napoleon to JoaBPii. 

PiHls. Feb, 26. 1809. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 17th, I do 
not know why you suffer G-eneral Rcynior to have all these par- 
leys with the English; nothing can be more contrary to my 
wishes and to my orders. Why does he take upon bimsolf to 
send back prisoners ? — all that is absurd.t In one of your re- 
cent letters I think that I perceived that you were losing confi- 
dence in Salicetti. I can imagine no greater misfortune for you 
tlaan to alienate so valuable a man, Eosderer belongs to the 

* He had omittea on soma occasion to use his fitJe of Equoray to King 
Josflpb. — Ta. 

t Rejnier had made some eschanges of piisoneca with tlie English army 
in Sid^.— I'K. 
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men who always destroy those to whom ttey are attached, — 
whether fiom want of taet or of good fortune it does not aignify- 
Salicetti is popular with tlie French at Naples, and you have not 
one friend who dooa not hate Ecederer. He is at Naples, as in 
Paris, esteemed by neither party — a man without judgment or 
taet, in whom I neTerthelesa appreciate several good qualities, 
but as a gtateaman I set no Talue on him. 



[371.] Nai-olhon to Joseph. 

Paris, March 2,1508. 

My Brother, — I have received jour letter of the 22iid of 
February." I do not wish my ships to be scattered; two ships 
of the line in the harbour of Naples, unsupported, would be of 
no use to you- I choose to have all my ships kept together. 
It cannot, I think be long before you have news of Admiral 
G-anteaume. 



£372.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Fiivls, March B, 1608. 

My Brother, — I h^ve lesired 000,000 francs to be sent to 
you from Elnrence lud the sime '.um from Milan. It will go 
by poat, and will reach you, I hope, in a few days after tbia 
letter I was delighted to hear of the capture of Scylla. I 
approve of your establishing a battery at the Point, but the 
principal bittery ought to be at Scylla; the height is not an 
objection, it will have a wider ring""; mortars must be placed 
there By this time Admiral Ganteaume must have arrived at 
Coifn, he his on board his skips '■n fiuie, mortars, shot, 80 
gun carriages, 10,000 lbs weight of powder, and 5000 quintals 
of flour , he was to leave all this at Lotfu. I augur well of the 
i if, as they ■^ay there are only 6000 ] 
Sicily, there will not be men. than 4000 under 
they will probably shut themselves up in Syracuse. 

* In that letter Josepli aisked to bo allowed to taop in the ] 
two of tlie Freacli sLips of the lino to protec 
ceplfld hj a oouplo of Eogliah fiigates. — Te. 
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Bquadron of 6 ships left Cartliageiia on the 12tli of February 
for Toulon, where I am waiting for it. The squadron from 
Lorient has not been able to get under sail, and the weather 
is becoming so fine that I doubt whether it will be able to 
pass out, 

I need EOt impress upon yon the importance of the battery 
of ScyUa; it is protected by the fort. Listen to no remon- 
Btrance. Appoint a good colonel to command Sojlla; give 
him 600 French troope, some provisions, a commissariat officer, 
a chef de bataillon of artillery, and two second captains; and let 
him be quite independent, and leave some money with him; 
he might hold out for twenty days, and there is no doubt but 
that in fifteen yon could come to his assistaiioe. As soon as 
your troops have embarked for Sicily, a largo proportion of the 
troops which I have at Rome will march towards Naples : they 
are aH companies of grenadiers and light infantry, and are the 
finest troops in the world. It is possible that in the conrse of 
a week I may start for Spain; the Grand Duke of Berg* set 
off a fortnight ago. I have 80,000 men at a distance of 30 
leagues from Madrid ; Junot holds Lisbon and Portugal with 
80,000, and yet I have not brought home one man belonging 
to tho Grand Array. I have nearly 300,000 men in Poland 
and on tho Oder. We aro beginning to raise the conaeription 
for this year, and in the course of the next three months I shall 
have 80,000 men to reinforce my regimenta. Think what an 
expense all this mttst be to me. Your Neapolitan regiment 
forms part of a division of 10,000 men under the command of 
General Duhesme, and has boon for the last fortnight at Barce- 
lona, where it does very well You are aware that it will re- 
quire recruits. Prepare therefore a provisional battalion of 
1000 men and send it t-o Turin ; it will keep up the numbers of 
your regiment. 

* Murat.— Tb. 
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[373.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

PatiB,Mjirchia,]808, 

Mj Brother, — Eear-AdmLral Cosmao's conduct is absurd.* 
I cannot help deploring tte imbecility of my sailors. The 
inatractions given to him by Admiral Ganteaume were to 
raise the blockade of Corfu. When Admiral Ganteaume or- 
dered him to repair to Taranto, it was on the supposition that 
be would be inferior to the enemy, but, being superior, common 
sense ought immediately to have suggested to him to go to 
Corfu. 

I do not approve of your retaining my ships at Baia or Naples; 
the expedition being at an ond, they should re-enter my ports. 
Tour orders to Cosmao were not sufficiently pressing ; he ought to 
have been ordered to set sail an hour after his arrival, especially 
as at Corfu he was safe; he should also have been told to escort 
all the convoys from Brindisi and Otranto, and to raise the 
blockade of Corfu ; and if he received no orders from tho 
Admiral, to take a cruise and return to Toulon. It is a great 
misfortune that, when everything else is favourable, the stu- 
pidity of a naval officer preventa his using our good fortune. 
I beliove that, if a galleon carrying 30 million of piastres were 
to sail into the midst of the squadron, they would not have the 
sense to take it. 

I suppose that Ganteaume has been at Corfu ever since the 
24th of February. I cannot understand his long delay. You 
would certainly have given to the fleets another chance of joining, 
if you had desired Cosmao to go straight to Corfu. 

* Ganteaume'a fleet, wtan it loft Toulon, ooosisted of ten sMps of the lice, 
two feigfttes, two corvettes, and three aliips en fldte. On the first night n gale 
of wind aepatated Admiral Cosmao with four ships of the line and two smaller 
veasela from the rest of the fleet, and be took retbge from weather and the 
enemy in the port of Taranto. Joseph advised him to send his storeships to 
Corfu, but loft Mm to his own discretion as to his ships-of-war.— Tr. 
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3J2 CONDU(Tr OF ADMIRAL COSMAO. Cnip. IX. 

[374.] Napoleon to JosEpa 

Paris, March IB, 1808. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 7th. Rear- 
Admiral Cosmao'a letter is inconeeivahle.* A mistake ia always 
poasihle, but not such a one as this. Ganteanme tells him, 
in hia instructions, that Lis chief ohject ia to raiao tho blooltade 
of Corfu; that ho ia not to approach it except in force, and, if 
the enemy he auperior, to taie refuge in Taranto. How is it 
that Cosmao; with a superior force, does not enter Corfu ? I 
never knew such conduct. I told jou that your first letter 
waa worthless; your second is no belter; my fine flutes will 
be taken. Tou should have held a couaoil : there was do 
objection to Cosmao's entering Corfu. Your ships had nothing 
to fear. I do not kEow what has become of G-aateaume, Here 
is an expedition which has fiuled through the utmost possible 
stupidity. Cosmao seoms not to be aware that the number of 
ships at Corfu is known at Otraato. These men do not under- 
stand Erench. Admiral G-anteaume's instructions might have 
been clearer, but they were enough for any maa of ordinary 
aenso; no iastruotiona can provide for every < 
hope that Ganteaume is at Corfu. 



[ 376.] Nafoi-eon to Joseph. 

Paris, March 16.1803. 

My Brother,— I have received your letter of the 10th of 
March. Admiral Ganteaume wafl, as I thought, at Corfu. If 
Eear-Admiral Cosmao had been more intelligent, he would have 
spared the Admiral much anxiety, and have avoided wasting 
eight days. 

[ 376.] NATOTJtON TO JoSKPH, 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of tho 11th. I 
cannot imagine how you could have refused to receive the Car- 

* In Iiis letter to Josepli, Coamoo said that Ms instmctiDUB pratuliited his 
Hpproaching Corfu. — Tb. 
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dinala, and tkaa have appeared to act against my wishes.* I see 
no objection to your sending Cardinal lluffo of ScylJa and the 
jirchbishop of Naples to Bologna ; the otter Cardinal Rufib, the 
former commander of the CalabriaDS, may he sent to Paris, the 
rest, whom you do aot want, to Bologna, But you must first 
send some one to &aet3 to receive their oaths, and afterwards to 
proride for their removal to Upper Italy, 

I am surprised that the priests in Naples venture to stir.f 



[377.] Navoi,eon 10 Josjtru. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 20th of 
March with the dospatchea of the 15th from Corfu. It seems to 
me that at liist Corfu isreaaonahly well provided. There should 
be at least 200,000 Ihs. weight of powder and 20,000 quintals of 
com and flour there : it was greatly in want of money. Let me 
Inow if the admiral has taken with him the " ViUe de Paria " 
and some Italian hrigs, and what cruiser he left in the Adriatic, 
You saw the news from Spain in the ' Monitcur ' of to-day. I 
have not yet heard of the entry of my troops into Madrid ; they 
ought to have got there on the 23rd. The Grand Duhe of 
Eerg^: enters at their head. Place my troopa during the sum- 
mer in- healthy situations, that there may be as few losses as 
possible among them. Fortify Seylla, for it is not impossible 
that the enemy may attempt to retake it Plate the division 
charged with the defence of the country m ichelow: The Ge 
neral who commands in Calabria must have his plans formed 
teforehind m order to assemble his men ^nd go c[m(,kly to the 
aasiatance ot Seylla, This fortress must be sapplied with pro- 
visions for at least two months, must have a good Ooinmandaut, 
good battel les sweeping the straits, and good fortifications to- 

* Genfrii MiollU 'had seat to Naples from Rome fbe Neapulitnn Oardinals. 
Joseph wouW not recaive Hiem. — Tb. 

+ They had proposed to receive (he Acelibishop of Naples, wlio had refnsed 
to ewear fidelity to Josoph, witli a triumphal prooessiou. — Tr. 

t Mnrat. 

Vol. I.— 14 
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wards tte land. It ia perhaps naluoky that, just when General 
Eeynior's experience and local knowledge might Lave heen of 
nse to you, you shouM have permitted him. to return. It muet 
bo owned that Admiral Ganteaiime has boen horrihly interfered 
witt by the weatier, which has made him lose 20 days, during 
which he might have done so much; but this experiment shows 
us at any rate what is possible. I have 10 ships at Flushing, 
I have some at Brest, and I have a new squadron at Eochofort 
and at Lorient. You ought to have let mo know more precisely 
in wliat manner Faro is fortified. 



[378.] Nafoi^eoh to Juse™. 

St.01oii(l,Msi-ch2fl, ISOS. 

My Brother, — The Neapolitan regiments of horse and foot 
which I Lave taken into my service are not full. Send me 
1000 conscripts to complete them. I have furnished the chas- 
seurs with horses : both regiments are at Barcelona, If you 
haTo at your disposal another regiment of 2000 Neapolitans, send 



[ B79. ] Napoleon to Joaisni. 

My Brother, — You have seen the news from Spain in the 
' Moniteur.' I will tell you, as a secret, that my troops entered 
Madrid on the 24th ; that King Charles protests against all that 
has been done ; * he believes hie life to be in danger, and he has 
implored my protection. Under these oireumstances I shall go. 
I have many troops in Spain; they have been well received 
there. I need not tell you that I have not recognised the new 
kingjt nor baa be been acknowledged by the Grand Duke of 
Berg4 They have made each other civil speeches without 
meeting, as the Grrand Duke could not treat him as a king until 
I had recognised him. I may start any day for Madrid. This 
information is for your use, and for you alone. 
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[3S0.] Napot.f.os to Josrpu. 

St cioiia, iprin, isiie. 
My Brother, — I oan make out nothing from your letter of 
tlio 23rd. I suppose that Champagny's letter is anterior to tho 
quarrel respecting M. d'Aubuaaon's letters of credit.* I have 
espresaed my diaple^ure to Champagny.f All this is the work 
of a diplbmatio committee, composed of three old noodles of im- 
mense reputation who commit nothing hut foiliea : I havo just 
turned them all out. Even England is so well aware that you 
are Icing of Naples and Sicily, that ahe has renounced the attempt 
to separate Sicily from your dominions. Pay attention to the 
draft of a proclamation which you are about to receive from 
Paris, for it may contain simUar improprieties. 

* I have not been able to asoertaia to what iiis alludes. — Th. 

"Joseph had complained of a letter from M, do Champagnyto his mmiater, 
Marqtds Gallo, proposing tliat Joaeph should call himself simply "King of 
Naplea."— Tb. 
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IBYABION OF BPAICT. 



CHAPTER X. 



Tee letters oontained in this chapter extend from the 15th of 
April to the 9th of August, 1808, 

During this period Napoleon was a!)sent from Paris, preparing 
aud afterwards superintending the seiaure fey, or rather through, 
Joseph of the crown of Spain. The succession of cTents was so 
rapid, that it may be couYcuient to keep in mind, while reading 
these letters, the following dates;— 

The 14t!i of April, Napoleon reached Bayonne. 

2nd of May, insurrection in Madrid, subdued by Murat. 

5th of May, surrender of the crown of Spain by Charles IV. 
and Ferdinand VII. to Napoleon. 

22nd to the 30th of May, insurrections throughout Spain. 

3rd of Juue, Dupont reached Baylen. 

6th of June, Joseph proclaimed king of Spain and the Indies 
by Napoleon. 

7th of June, T)upont took and eacked Cordova, 

Same day, arrival of Joseph at Bayonne. 

15th of June, the French fleet at Cadiz surrendered to the 



Same day, meeting of the Junta, called together by Napoleon 
from Spain for the purpose of forming a constitution and acknow- 
led^g Joseph. 

7th of July, the constitution sworn to by the Junta and by 
Joseph. 

9th of July, Joseph entered Spain. 
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Same day, commencement of the siege of Saragoasa. 
14th of July, defeat of the Spaniards under Blake and Guesta 
7 Beseifirea, at Medina de Eio Scco. 
20tli of July, Joseph entered Madrid. 
22nd of July, Dnpont and his army at Baylen 



29th of July, Joseph quitted Madrid. 
1st of AugESt, Sir Arthur WcUesley landed ia Portugal. 
9th of August, Joseph reached Burgos in his rotreat fem 
Madrid. 



NiiPOLHON TO Joseph. 



My Brother, — I have received your letter, with three from 
the Queen of Naples, and Charlotte,* and Zeuaide.f Ton no 
longer mentioji Admiral Ganteauine ; he ought, however, to 
have sailed long ago. It is true that this ia the season of north- 
easterly winda. I arrived at Bayonne yesterday : the Infant 
Don Carlos ia here also. I have not yet been able to see him, 
as he fell ill on the day hefore my arrival. I am. espeoting the 
Prinoe of the Astnrias, who has taken tho name of Ferdinand 
VII., and I am also expecting the unfortunate Charles IV, and 
the Queen. The Grand Duke of Berg is at Madrid. General 
Dupont ia at Toledo. I have divisions at Aranjuez and at the 
Escuriah 

[ 383.] Napolkos to Joseph. 

Bujonna, AptU 13, ISOS. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 7th of 
AprO. I am pleased with what you tell me of Corfu. I zso. 
glad to see that it is in a good state. I am also happy to hear 
that you are fortifying Sejlla. You are suf&ciently acquainted 

* Josepli's youngest daughter. f Ifia oldest daughter. 
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with the coantry to inow how to place your troops during this 
season, in order especially to preserve the important post of 
Scjila. What I particularly desire is, that they should he placed 
in healthy situations. You are right in sending recruits to Bar- 
celona. I have mounted your chasseurs. All these troops are 
aquiring experience and courage, which will he useful to your 
kingdom. Send me as many Neapolitan regiments aa you please, 
proyided that the strength of each of their companies amounts 
to 140 men. Thank Julie and Zenaide for their letters; I will 
answer them, but at present I am too husy. You must haye 
heen very glad to sec your children again in such good health ; 
they are interesting to me in several respects. The Infant Don 
Carlos is here; this young prince, who is only twenty, fell ill oa 
his arrival, so that I have not heen able to see him. He has 
several grandees of Spain with him. The Prince of Asturias, 
who Cdlls himself Ifferdinand VII is at a distance of 20 leiguta 
fiom the frontier, with i luge suite Kmg f harles IV ind hi^ 
Queen aie on their way hither Ho h^ fritested, and has ap 
pealpd to my arbitration My tioops ate at Maliid Btrceloni 
Fyutia^ Pampeluna St Seh istmn, and Buigos the Spanish 
army is not formidable The country is in a state of feiment 
The Grand Duke of Berg and Marahil Monaey are at M^lud 
G-eneral Dupont is at Toledo and Mirshal Bessii,res at Burgos 
I have nearly 100 000 men here in piovisional reginienti They 
impro've every day by e\erciso ^nd trailing they are all big 
lads twenty years old and I have reaein to be satiified with 
them Thise corps hive not been inoieased by a single man be 
longing to my grand army, either in cavalry, infantry, or artillery. 
Send back to Italy a regiment of cavalry, and the 6th battalion 
of drivers, for which I have asked you several times. By this 
time yon know Naples well enough to be able to find Neapoli- 
tans to fill their places. I cannot do without the French drivers, 
and my grand array must be ready to second me, if necessary, 
in the course of the summer. My squadron has returned to 
Toulon in good order. The " Whale " flfite has arrived at Mi- 
norca. I have lost nothing, and have sailed mj squadron, and 
thus given practice to my sailors. A squadron fully armed is to 
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leaye the Scheldt. I have already eight ships at Flushing ; they 
wore huilt at Antwerp; I shall have eight more in the course of 
the STimmer. Pay attention to my ordera with respect to the 
blockade, aad see that they are executed. Every American 
ship which enters your ports comes from England : start with, 
this principle. Up to the present time aU my army of Spain is 
at my expense, and coats mo enormous sums. The conscription 
which I am now raising, that which perhaps I socd shall he 
obliged to raise, my eavah-y regiments which I make up to 1200 
horse— all theao entail immense expense on me, but circum- 
stances force me to cover Europe with my troops. England is 
be^nning to suffer. Nothing but peace with that country can 
make me sheathe tie sword and restore tranq;iiillity to Europe. 

It is not impossible that in the course of five or six days I may 
write to desire jou to repair to Bayonne.* Tou will leave 
Marshal Jourdan in command of your army, and appoint wbom- 
Boever you like regent of your kingdom. Your wife should re- 
main at Naples. If this should take place you will find relays 
along your road. Up to the present time, however, all is still 
uncertain. 

[ 383.] NAroLEOJt to Joseph. 

My Brother, — Yon will find annexed a pamphlet, which will 
aBquwnt you with the state of afiaira in Spain. The conolnsion 
is approaching. King Charles has yielded up to me his right fo 
the throne, and he is about to retire to Oompi(!gno with the 
Queen and some of his children. A few days before this treaty 
was signed, the Prince of the Austrias abdicated ; I restored the 
crown to King Ohai-les. The Grand Duke of Berg has been ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-G-eneral of the kingdom, and President of all 
the councils. There was a great insurrection at Madrid on the 
2nd of May ; between 30,000 and 40,000 persons were collected 
in the streets and the houses, and flred front the windows. Two 
battalions of fusileers of my guard, and 400 or 500 horse, brought 

* This was tlia first Lint to JoEoph tlat he migM have to eseliango the 
Neapolitan for the Spanish crown,— Tb. 
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them to their sensea. More than 2000 of the popalace were 
killed, r imd 60,000 men in M^in-d who could do nothing. 
We hare taken advantage of tiis occuironce to dHsrm the town. 

[ 384.J NAroLEoa ro Jo eph 

My Brother, — You will find annesp i the letter of King 
Charles to tho Prince of the Astuma and a copy of my treaty 
with the King. The Grand Duke of Eeig is lieitteBaiit-general 
of tho kingdom, president of the lunta, and generahssimo of 
the Spanish forces. Bang Oharles staits la two days for Com- 
piegne. The Prince of the Astnrias is going towaidi Pai-ia. 
The other Infants are to occupy viUaa in the environs of Paris. 
King Charles, by his treaty with me, Burrenders to me all his 
rights to the crown of Spain. The Pnnce had aheady lenounoed 
iis pretended title of King, the ahdication of King Charles in 
his favour having been involuntary. Tke nation, through the 
Supreme Council of Castile, asks me for a king ; I destine this 
crown for you. Spain ia a very different tking from Naples ; it 
contains 11 miOiona of inhabitants, and has more than 150 mil- 
lions of revenue, without counting the Indies and the immense 
revenue to be derived from them. It is besides a throne which 
places you at Madrid, at three days' journey from France, which 
borders the whole of one of its frontiers. At Madrid you are in 
France; Naples is the end of the world. I wish you there- 
fore, immediately after the receipt of thla letter, to appoint whom 
you please Begent, and to come to Bayonne by way of Turin, 
Mont C<5nia, and Lyons. You will receive this letter on tbe 
19th, you will start on the 20th, and yon will be here on the 1st 
of June. Before you go, leave instructions with Marshal Jour- 
dan aa to the disposition of your troops, and make arrangements 
as if you were to be absent only to the 1st of July. Be socrot, 
however ; your journey will probably excite only too much suB- 
pioion, bnt you wilt say that you are going to the North of Italy 
to confer with me on important matters. 
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[385.] NiFOLEos TO Joseph. 

My Brother, — Tte captain of tlie Neapolitan guntoat " Le 
Reijiiin " muBt be arrested and brought to trial for having 
30wardlj suiTondered his hoat. 



[ 886.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Bsjonoe, Janoia,130S. 

My Brother, — I am wnting to M. Laforest. On your side 

get some information from ,* whom you are in the bahit of 

seeing, concerning the person whom I am about to mention to 
yon. He is the Chief of Criminal Justice in Madrid. If hJa 
talents and decision aro such as I hear, and be can be trusted, 
great use may be made of him. The junta is to address you to- 
morrow. Prepare youi answer. Tou must spealt of tbe sorrow 
Tvith which you are filled by the diaturbanoea in Spain, and of 
your regret at being obliged to obtain by a forcible repression a 
result which should have been produced by reason and conviction 
alone. Indicate a wish to be soon in the midst of your new 
subjects, in order to conciliate all interests, and to begin jour 
reign with aots of pardon and clemency. This speech should not 
be short, and should be carefully expressed. Hddouville spealsa 
Spanish perfectly ; you may take bim for your private secretary. 
Till he has entered your service definitively I shall continue to 
give him the rank of minister-plenipotentiary. He is a safe man 
in all respects, on whose honesty and devotion you may build. 
Tou must think about appointing a Master of the Household, a 
High Chamberlain, and a Master of the Horse. Consult on the 
subject d'Azanaa, d'Urquijo, and the Duke della Parca. In three 

* When King Joseph qnitted Switzerland in 3815 ho loft bis papers buried 
in a wood near Prangias. They remained in the earth until 1818. Some 
portions became aiegible : this is one.— Ed. 

Napoleon and Joseph were at this time both at Rayonne. Joseph anived 
on the 7th of Jane. Napoleon had proeliumei liim King of Spain and of the 
Indies on iJie 6th. Tlio Junta, a body named by Napoleon, and sit&g at 
Bayomie, recognisod him as king on the 15th. — Te. 

Vol. I.— 14* 
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or four days the chief offioers of the erowa as well as the minis- 
ters must be appointed. These nominations will be jour best 
proclamation. 

[ 387.] Napot,eon to Joshph. 

My Brother, — I Lave made Generala Salligny and Manrice 
Mattieu Counts of tlio Empire, and Gfenoral Merlin a Baron. I 
have given the Eagle of the Legion of Honour to the Duke of 
Koga, I have also bestowed the title of Count of the Empire 
upon Stanislas Girardtn. I have given MarcLuis Gallo a pension 
of 5000 ducats a-jear. With regard to Marshal Jourdan, I fear 
that, if I gave him such a high title as Duke of Fleurus with a 
fortune, lie would want to return to Paris.* You should send 
for him. to Madrid, and tell him that I intend for him one of the 
ten duoMes which I have not yet given away, and Jn this way 
gain a few months. He will serve jou in Spain, and get used 
to it. 

[3SS,] N J 
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• Joseph had aaked -that Jowrdan shonld he tlins rewardei — Ed. 
t Joseph entered Spain on tha 3th of July.— Tc 
J Minister of tlie Indiea, 
§ Secretary of State. 
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CeTallos* should write from Vittoria a deapatcli to all the B 
ministera ahroad to announce your arriyal in Spain, your arrival 
at Vittoria, &c. &c. THa despatch should he carefully written; 
if lie does not wish to employ a courier, he may send his des- 
patches to M. de Ohampagny, wtio will see th^t they go. He ought 
to write another circular from Burgos to indicate to your diplo- 
matic agents the language whioii tJiey are to hold respecting the 
late events and the coastitution-f 
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man, who ha nee bf ehala command an I secondly to keep 
an eye upon your rear. You will authoriao him to correspond 

* Minister of Foreign AffiiitB. — Tb 

t JoBopli liad propoBod to the Junta a con titution for Spain, wliioli was 
accepted 'bj ihe Junta on the Ttt of July — Tb 

t Josepli wrote to askwliathor he noa at liberty to 3iminisli or remit a 
oontcibntaon of 12,000,000 reals imposed on the town of Santander liy tlie 
i'ranoh ganecul. — Tr. 
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directly with yourself. The equadron will reach Vittorla on tho 
morning of the 14th or 15th, and will garrison the town. I 
have also ordered the 3rd battalion from the depot of provisional 
regiments to repair to Vittoria; its strength amounts to 400 men ; 
with the squadron of dragoons it will form a sufiioient garrison. 
I wish you. to leave Tascher with this detachment, that he may 
aecjttire knowledge and espetience, and become available for em- 
ployment. When I quit Bayonne yon must beep one of your 
aides-de-camp in the town to correspond with jou directly, and to 
tell yoa all that goes on. I suppcBe that by this time you have 
reached Vittoria. The squadron which I am sending thither will 
sleep to-night (the 12th) at Iran, and to-morrow at Tolosa, and 
reach Vittoria at latest on the morning of the 15th. The bat- 
talion from the depot of provisional regiments, which is to sleep 
at Tolosa to-morrow, wUl also reach Vittoria on the 15th. Till 
this troop an-ives, ktep at Vittoria a battalion of the 2nd light 
infantry, which, as soon as the advanced party of the garrison 
arrives, will rejoin the troops at Burgos. Besides the 500,000 
francs which I have lent to you, I have at Burgos about 300,000 
francs. You will find annexed an order for them, and jou will 
send me an order on yotir treasurer to repay these 300,000 franca 
to me out of what remains to be paid to you from your appanage 
as a French prince for the year 1808. As it was included in the 
budget, you ought to receive this allowance till the 1st of January 

[Syi.J NAPor.EON TO JoSEi-a. 

My Brother, — ^I have received your letter of the 11th. I 
suppose that to-daj you are at Vittoria. There are no longer 
any troops at Buigos, except some dep )ts and a garrison in the 
castle I do not thmlt, theiefore, that it would be piudent in 
you to ariive in that town betoie the 12th light infantry, that 
is to say before the 15th "Ion will hear importint news there, 
and you will make up your mind Miiihil Be-'-K-res was to com- 
mence operations this morning, the 12tL It is probable that by 
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could not go before Thursday. I hare desired one million to be 

sent this evening ; it will arriTO at Tittoria under Tasoher's 

escort. 

[392.] Njpoleon to JosFj.fr. 

BayoHBO, July 13. 1803, « F.H. 

My Brother, — I haye receired yoar letter of tlie 15th, from 
Salinas. One million of the 4 millions of francs which you 
have here was sent last night under the charge of Tascher ; the 
other 3 wUl be sent tfl-morrow with an escort of infantry. On 
tlie 16th, therefore, you will have at Vittoria 4 million francs, 
between 300 and 400 horse, and 1000 foot. They are wantod at 
Vittoria. Marshal Bessiferes is, at this time, with all his forces 
assembled, at Medina de Rio Seco. It is probable that by the 
15th ho will have engaged Ouesta.* In the course of the 16th, 
therefore, you will know what to do. You will find the 16th 
regiment at Burgos, with 6 pieces of cannon, 4 select battalions, 
and 1 squadron of cavalry, besides 1000 men who occupy the cita- 

* Besfjftrea engaged and asfeated Cuesta and Blake, comiiianding tlie 
Spunish armies of Castile and Gailicia, at Mcdma de Eio Seco, on tlia llth. 
— Tr 
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del. Send au aide-de-camp to the camp of Marsh IB fe e to 
bring yoa the news. Keep Merlin with you. To w 11 ha t 
aot aooording to cireumstancea. You will either ma h w th j ur 
reserve to the camp of Marshal Bcssieres to reinforce his ai'my, 
and preside in person over the first victory, thus announcing by a 
striking event your arrival in Spain, and causing peaceahle over- 
tures and conciliatory measures to succeed the hattle ; or you will 
send your reserve of infantry to Marshal Bessleres, an J youi^elf 
travel by post to Madrid through Aranda. The position ot the 
French armies in Spain was excellent. In wbj- a baJ disposition 
changes everything. It still is good, but, against my opinion, 
Savary has foolishly scattered the divisions of Fr6re and Goueit 
I had intended Gobert's division and a regiment ot cuirassiers to 
reinforce Marshal Bessi6res' corps. His force being thus increased 
by 6000 men, the enemy would have had no chance against him. 
You will find annexed the notes which I have just dictated to 
General Bertrand for General 8a vary, describing what the position 
of the army should be in. every possible conjuncture. Keep this 
copy.* When you hear that Marshal Beasifirea has beaten" 
Cuesta, your situation will he better than ever. In the position 
of the army there are only two principal points. The most im- 
portant is that of Marshal Beesi6res,t and I am annoyed, therefore, 
at General Savary'a not having seen that he was wrong in hesi- 
tating to reinforce Marshal BessiSres. The other important point 
is that of General Dupont : J he has more troops than he wants 
there. Saragossa and Valencia are posts of little consequence. 
Saragosaa is useful for the purpose of completing the pacification 
of the country, but not for offensive purposes. Valencia, if the 
error of sending General Frfire thither had not been committed, 
ia of a lower order. In three days 3 fine regiments of the line 
wiil arrive, which are intended by me to hold Biscay, and to vein- 
force your army. Marshal Bessiferes has ordered General Gau- 

* Found in Joscpli'a carriage after the hatfla of Yittoiia, and published hy 
Napier.— Ed. 

t Between Valladolld and Valencin. — Th. 

J EeSween Ondi^ar and Bnjlen, on the GuadalquiTcr, in Andalusia. -—Ta. 
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lois, wto had 2 battalions at Santander, to join him. As this 
General did not start till the 12th, he will not reach Marshal 
Bessifires' corps for some timo. Ask the Marshal to giro you the 
itinerary of this brigade, in order that you. may know where to 
find it, if circumstancos shonld heoome argent. 

Do not be uneasy ; you will want for nothing. Gfeneral Eey, 
my aide-de-eamp, sends 10,000 men tfl-morrow to Figueras in 
Catalonia. Be happy, an.d above all, be well Get to Madrid. 



[ 393.] NArOT.EOB TO JOSEl'H. 

flnyonnc. JalT U. ISOS, 

My Brother, — In one of your letters yon talk of a eontinental 
war. I thought that I had told you that my relations with Kus- 
sia were good. With regard to Austria, the nois3 that she la 
making is only the result of a panic; it is all unimportant.* A 
report which you will find annexed will tell you how the places in 
your rear, Vittoria, Burgos, &c., are guarded, and will givo you a 
general view of the position of my army in Spain. 

[394.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 13th from 
Tittoria. You will get this letter at Burgos, where, aa I learn 
from a despatch of Marshal Be^iSres, independently of General 
Key's brigade, you will have found Genera! Gaulois' brigade and 
a battalion from Paris. These troops aro to start on the 17th to 
join General Bey's brigade. This will enable him to support 
Marshal Eessifires, 

Do not be uneasy about Biscay ; there will be c[uite enough 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery to keep it in check. Santander 
has been evacuated because Marshal Besaerea has thought fit to 
assemble his forces. If you could send thither a Spanish colonel 
or some one to command in your name, it would be a great advan- 
tage. It is possible that they may ask you for troops ; you will 

* Nino months after, he was at war nit]i Austria.-— Ta. 
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tell th m. that BOme liQ bein^ seat to them, Miirahal E 
WIS to be in presence of tht, enemy to-day. Therefore, oa the 
16th the day n which y u will eee ve this letter, you will get 
repoits fiom the a des 1 oamp who n you have sent, which will 
fjive you infoimaton. as to tho f rces of Cuesta, and aa to what 
MiihhalBessiBres has djne That y u should proceed to Madrid 
1 liuediately after the cajtuie of Beieveato, and the success of 
Marshal Beso eres ni ist be right If you take witli you to Pa- 
leuGia the biigides of Oeue al l^cy and Gaulois, the hattation 
from Pans ind your mounted guat'd yon will have a division of 
nearly 5000 men and 10 pieces of artillery, which will be a good 
reserve to support Marshal Bessifires. 

Taseher, with the 12th marching squadron, ought to arrive 
this evening at Vittoria. As soon as the 13th marching squadron, 
which is to sleep to-night at Iruu, reaches Vittoria, the squadron 
commanded by Taseher is to leave for Burgos. I conclude thai 
you write every day to Marshal Bessi^res and General Savary 
This is necessary, in order tliat they may report to you. Tou 
will thus be really in command of the army. Be happy and 
cheerful; take care of your health. The action of Marshal Bes- 
siferes will draw up the curtain from before the affairs of Spain, 
Troops are arriving from every side. 



[BBS.] Napoleon to Josepb. 

BBj-onne, July 16, 1608, S p. u. 

My Brother, — I received your letter of the 14th at 8 o'clock. 
It was delivered to me by the page whom I sent to you. Since 
then a courier ought to have reached you, bearing notes on the 
position of the army. You tell me in your letter that you have 
heard nothing from Madrid for 48 hours. Up to this time my 
commimications with Madrid are uninterrupted. The courier who 
arrived yesterday started from Madrid on tie llth, at midnight, 
and I am expecting to-night the one who started on the 12th, I 
have this momeat received news from Saragossa of tho 13th. All 
is well there. They had oommittod some follies and some military 
mistakes, which had done harm, but all that is now remedied. A 
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bridge haa been throirn over the Ebro at a distance of 1000 toiaes 
from the eity, and a tete-de-pont established on it. The rebels, 
fooling the importance of thia position, attacked it; they were 
repulsed and cut off, many of them were tilled and taken priaon- 
era, and their S-pounders captured. Among the killed are several 
oSicera of the line, I aend you Gl-oneral Verdier's report. On 
the other side the trenches are advanced in two directiona. They 
are providJEg the artillery with ammunition. A convent, which 
is at a distance of about 120 yards from the walls, and which the 
enemy were ansious to preserve, has been taken. The state of the 
troops before Saragossa is us followa : 12,000 infantry, 1300 
cavalry, and a great many field-pieces, drawn by 600 artillery 
horses. 

I have sent to Pampeloaa a garriaon of 2000 men, in order to 
have a colamn of 12,000 or 15,000, which may be sent to hold 
Navarre. 

Desire the authorities of Burgos, and of all the towns in 
Aragon and Navarre, to have all letters opened, and to stop the 
printed papers and bad newa whioh the insurgents eireulato. It 
is a great means for scearing trancLuiHity in your rear. 



[808.] Nafoleoh to Joseph. 

My Brother, — I send you some letters which were seiEed 

by General ' in his expedition of the .* Palafos had 

eacaped when the bombardment took place. The courier from 
Madrid of the * has just arrived. 

There is no doubt that Marshal Moncey has succeeded against 
the insurgents of Valencia ; that he has not thought proper to 
attack the town, which he probably found barricaded ; and that 
he is parleying or encamped before it. I aend you a letter from 
Laforest.t M. d'Urquijo must not begia by committing follies. 
Tho Secratary of State should transmit everything to the 
different ministers, and they alone ought to act ; otherwise there 

* Dlsglbla. — Ed. t This latter doea not appear. — Tb. 
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would lie only one miniater in Spain, the Secretary of State; and 
tlie other minigters would beoomo ciphora. The Seoretary of 
State waa wroug in sending the Constitution to the Assorably J 
he ought to havo aent it to the Minister of Justice. Laforeat's 
proposal with respect to the Court of Appeal aeema to me 
good. I still thini: that you could not have a better Minister of 
PoUce than the man whom I pointed out to you;* he has 
decision, talent, and dexterity. 

[897.1 Napoi^ok to Jobcfh. 



My Brotier, — I have just received your letter announcing 
the victory of Medina de Rio Seco. It is a glorious victory. 
Sead Marshal Bessierea the 0-oIden Eleece as a proof of your 
satisfaction. This is the most important event in the Spaniah 
war; it givea a colour to the whole business. It ia now necea- 
sary to support General Dupont. Gohcrt'a and the intermediate 
divisions may all join him. It is of great consec[uence that 
General Dupont ahonld boat the army of Andalusia. When I 
have clearer accounts of the result of Marshal Bcssiferes' achieve- 
ments, and of the events at Valencia, I will aend you a scheme 
of action. Eey's and Gaulois' brigades should rejoin Marshal 
Besaifirea, who will then have more than 21,000 men in his 
divisions ia the field. He will have enough to conquer the 
Asturiasand Galicia. The 14th and the 44th of the line are to 
arrive here this evening ; the 43rd and the 51st will be herein 
five days ; many more battalions of reserve are eoniing ; your 
rear will consequently be kept quite safe. General Dupont ia 
now the principal object. 

[3fl8.] NsFOLEOs TO Joseph. 

Bsyonno. July 18,1803. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 17th from 
Aranda. The Prince of Neufchatcl has communicated to me 
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General Savary'e letter Savary is a,a excellent min in i snbor 
dinate situation, bat he has net csperiince oi [ owers ot cnmbma 
tion enougli to wield such a vast maohine He does not under 
stand this war of inarches I im anxious for Jourdan to jom 
you. Nothing can make up for the want of th h ibit of com 
manding in chief, which g vea that of :,ilcu]ation and of oombina 
tioB. ¥oa will receive tomonow lome momoiindi on the state 
of affairs. The Queen* Lft '^tupini on the 1 th a^ this is the 
18th, I suppose her to be at Lyon-) I stait to morrow for P lu 
General Drouet d'Erlon, who is in command of the llth military 
division, remains at Bayonne. At Barcelona General Duhesme 
has had the convents searched ; cartridges were found in them : 
he therefore, as was proper, seized everything. I tell you what 
he did as an example, and that you may talce care to search the 
eonventa. You must not let Savary suspect my opinion of his 
ineapaeity. After all, he is a useful man, as he possesses energy, 
zeal, and despatch. Pray tell me from time to time How the 
Puke del' Infantado, and generally the people round yon, behave. 
The renimciation of the princes of the house of Spain has been 
ioserted in the official journal of St. Petersburg, which I re- 
ceived to-day. Have no fears concerning war, and do not be un- 
easy about the bugccbs of my armies in Spain, Here, in two 
words, is the substance of the memorandum which you will re- 
ceive to-morrow. Leave Monoey at San Clemente or in the en- 
virons, that he may threaten Valencia. Keep 12,000 men, 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery, in Madrid, includicg the line of 
communication to La Mancha. Increase General Dupont's corps 
to 22,000 men, infantry, artillery, and cavalry. Put 3&00 men 
in the mountain passes and communications of La Mancha, whom 
he may call in as a reserve on a day of action. Furnish him with 
reinforcements to this timount as soon as possible, that he may 
immediately attack and beat tlie enemy. On the other aide you 
will find a return of your army. 

* Joseph's wife. — Ed. 
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STATE OP THE FBENCB AEarr IH aF,viN. 

Bayonng, Jn! j 13, XSOB. 

Corps of the Eastern PyvcneQa : — 

Genejal Duhesrac, commander, operating independently in 
Catalonia, 20,000 men. This includes General Eeille's di- 
vision, sta,tioned at Eigaferas. 

Corps of Aragon ; — 

General Verdier, commander, 16,000 men. This includes the 
garrison of Pampeiuna, and 3000 men of tlio 14th and 4ith 
of the line, which leave Bajonne to-moiTow to join General 
Yerdier. 

Corps of the Western Pyrenees : — 

Marshal Eessifires, commander. First division in the field 
in the kingdom of Leon, 17,000 men. A column at 
Burgos, 2000; at Aranda, 1000; at Vittoria, 2000~total 
22,000. Reinforcements now on march towards Burgos 
and Vittoria will raise this corps to the ahove-mentioned 
strength. 

Corps of Madrid : — 
Under Marshal Moncey, 18,000 men. Tliis includes tJie 
troops wMch keep up the communication as far as La 
Maneha, and General Key's brigade. 

Corps of General Dupont : — 
25,000 men. This includes the troops which keep up the 

communication fi-om La Manoha. 
Some changes are to he made in these two last corps. 
Grand Total— 101,000 men. 

The staff has not obtained returns showing exactly the troops 
that are on their maieh to join these corps, but there is no doubt 
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that ia fact tliere are now in Spain 116,000 men present under 

[BD9.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Enyonno, .Tuly J 8, 1603. 

My Brother, — I am not pleased witi General Reynier's letter. 
It seems as if he made conceasionis,* I have ordered Marshal 
Jourdan to set off ty post. He will reach Madrid about the 
middle of August, I have desired him to give np the command 
of the army of Naples to the senior general of division. He will 
unite the two offices of commandant of my army uiidcr tho title 
of ehief of your ataiT, and of captain of your guard, if you are 
willing to confide these duties to tim. 



fiOO.J Napoleon to JoaEPn. 

Bnjonne, JLI7 13, 1808. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 17th. I 
suppose that yoii started to-day for Madrid. I Bhould have pre- 
ferred your passing through Palencia and Valladolid. As soon 
as I receive further reports from Maislial Bessi^res, and I have 
conversed with Marshal Monccy'a aide-de-camp, I will write to 
you in detail on the state of aflairs. 3000 men are to set off to- 
morrow to join the corps before Saragossa, It is essential to have 
a trustworthy general at Burgos, to collect the troops which aro 
about to repair thither, and to correspond with jou. Some par- 
ticulars of your reception at Burgos would have interested me, 
I am. inclined to think from several accounts that Marshal Bes 
glares beat only two-thirds of the army of Gallioia, and that the 
other third toot no part in tho affaii of Eio-Seco. What I have 
seen up to the present time of Marshal Moncey's operations makes 
me think that he has done all that he could; that he has beaten 
the rebels in every encounter; that he has inflicted great injury 
upon them ; and that, in fact, he deserves nothing but praise. If 
his health were not so bad, be would be a good governor of 
Madrid. After the great victory of Medina de Eio-SecOj Gen- 

• Napoleon had aropOBed to Reynier to be with Joseph in Spain. — Ed, 
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eral Diipont may thinfe seriously of destroying or dispersing the 
troops of Gfeuoral Castanoa. I presume that you correspond with 
Marshal Bessiares by Valladolid. 



[ 401-] Joseph to Nafolkos. 

July 18, 180a 

Sire, — It appears to mo that no one has told your Majesty 
the whole truth. I will not conceal it. Our undertaking is a 
very great one : to get out of it with honour recjuires vast moans. 
I do not see double from fear. When I loft Naples, I saw the 
risks before me, and I now say to myself every day, " My life is 
nothing, I give it to you." But if I am to live without the 
shame of failure, I must i)e supplied largely with men and money. 
Then the kindness of my nature may make me popular. Now, 
while all is douhtful, kindness looks like timidity, and I try to 
conceal mine. To get quickly through this task, so hatoful to a 
sovereign, to prevent further insurrections, to have less blood to 
shed and fewer tears to dry, enormous foroo must be employed. 
Whatever be the result in Spain, its king must lament, for, if he 
conquers, it will be by force ; but, as the die is cast, the struggle 
should be oat short. My position does not frighten me, but it is 
one in which a king never was before. I have not a single par- 



[402.] Napoleon to Joai;™. 

BayooDS, July 16, 130S, 10 r.w. 

My Brother, — I received your letter of tho 18th at 3 o'clock 
this morning. I am sorry to see that your eourago seems to fail 
you; it is the only misfortune which I feared. Troops are pour- 
ing in continually from all quarters. You have a great many 
partisans in Spain, you have all the honest people, but thoy fear 

* I have translalcd tliia latter, written by Joseph only nine days after ha 
entered Spain, to show tow early tlie difficulty of ttie undertaMng showed it- 
self. Napeleoa'a ajiawer exhibits Ills usual determination not to believe what 
he did not like.— Th. 
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to come forward. I do not, however, deny that you have a taak, 
hut it is a great and a glorious task. Marshal Bessifirea' victory, 
entirely defeating Cnesta and the army of the line in Gallicia, haa 
greatly improved tie whole state of affairs ; it is worth more than 
a reinforoement of 30,000 mea. As G-eneral Dapont has heen 
joined hy the divisions of Gohert and V^del, tlie attack must be 
vigorously pressed in that direction. General Dupont has good 
troops; lie will succeed. I would rather that the 2iid and I2th 
light infiintry had reinforced Marshal Bessifires; tut, since you 
have thougtt proper to tako thorn to Madrid, keep them for your 
guard ; they will soon be joined by 2000 conscripts from the 
battalions on drill ; and these two flue regiments, with those of 
your guard, will form you a splendid reserve. Tou ought not to 
be surprised at having to conijuer your kingdom. Philip V. 
and Henry IV. were forced to conquer theirs, Be happy ; do 
not allow yourself to bo so easily affected, and do not doubt 
for an instant that everything wOl end sooner and more happily 
than you tliink. 

All goes well at Saragossa. 



[408.] Napoi,eon i'O Jokepu. 

My Brother, — You will find amiesed some memoranda of the 
state of affairs, which I hope that you will read with attention.* 
I have traced out in them the position of Marshal Bessiferes' 
corps, that of the corps of Aragon, which is commanded by Gen- 
eral Verdier, witt the simple title of General of Division/ and of 
the corps in Catalonia under the command of General Duhesme, 
also witt only the title of General of Division. Tou will see that 
these 3 corps compose a force of 60,000 men propent under arms. 
Tou know better than I do the posititma of the troops on the 
otter side of Madrid, which are composed of the 3 divisions of 
General Dupont, the 3 divisions of Marshal Moncey, and the re- 
serve of the guard. The fall of Saragossa will alone restore to 

* Ttieae menioraii<la do not appear, — Te. 
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you the services of 12,000 available men out of the 18,000 in 
Aiagon. It ia ueeessarj ttiat our oommunioations with Marshal 
Bessieres should be open, I have heard nothing of him. since the 
16th, An active and intelligent general should always he kept at 
Burgos. 

I start to-cight for Pau, where I stall hear of your aiTiyal at 
Madrid. I have postponed my journey for two days, in the hopes 
of receiving news of what has heen done at Benevento and at 
Leon. General Drouet, who is in command of the llth military 
diviflion, is to remain at Bayonne. 

Take care of your health. Be happy and fear uotliing, and 
never douht complete success. Send back Tournon to me when 
you no longer want him. 



[ 40i.] Naimleon to Joseph 

Pan, July28.1S0fi, 4A.JI. 

My Brother,* — It is yju who commind I have already told 
you so; I will say so in my gencial oidciB. Savary acknow- 
ledges it in his reports to the ihief of the Staff, when he says 
that lie stall not move without youi irdprs ; you might, there- 
fore, have spared yonrsJf a pi^e ot twaddle. As it is, write to 
mo constantly and in detail (which you do not), and desire your 
staff to send their returns, and to write every day to the chief of 
my staff. 

The military movements of Savary make me shrug my 
shoulders; he makoa nothing but false moves. G-obert should 
remain with Dnpont, as he is there already; Moneey at San 
Olemente, or in the environs ; and Dupont should be reinforced. 
I conld have wished Ney's brigade to join Marshal Beasi^res on 
the 20th; but since it ia at Madrid, keep it for two montia. 
Tho men are tired and want rest ; they have just made foroed 
marches ; if you continue to urge them, they will fell sick. I 

* Joseph, had complained that General Savaiy acted indepandentlj of liim, 
and asked whether he or Savnry held the command of &ia French armies in 
Spain.— 1'h. 
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> have further news of Bessidres, I haye beard 
none since the 15th. Be well,' and believe in my friendship. 

[405.] Naivji-eon to Joseph. 

Tarbes, July 23. ISOS. 

My Ei-otlier,— I liai-e arrived at Tarhcs. I wrote to you 
this morning from Pau. I return the letteia which your courier 
brought to me; I have kept one from Marshal Jourdan, con- 
taining nothing hut military reports. I have juat received intel- 
ligenee from Russia, dated the 2nd of July. You are on the 
best terms with them. They have obtained some advantages 
over the Swedes. Marshal Besai^res has removed from Burgos 
the general whose dnty it was to observe Aranda and Vittoria. 
It is necassary, howeverj to keep some one at Burgos ; you are 
aware of its importance. Marshal B^siferes has such a fine army 
that he can very well spare a brigade to hold Burgos. 

[406.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

Auch. July 34, 1309. 

My Brother, — I arrived to day at Auoh ; to-morrow I shall 
be at Toulouse. I send you your courier ftom Naples. I have 
opened all the police *ind array reports hut have found nothing 
mtcrestmk, The Q leen la tt Lyons if jou do not thmk pirper 
that she ihould i,o to M<tdrid peihaps yju would do well it ycu 
lUowed her to t, me to Palis. In the jroiont atite of things 
nothing must be done that may ojpeai odd I have not heard 
ot voui entry into Madnd your list letter was dated the 
l*tth fiom Buitrago at 11 o clock at night Noi have I any 
news of Mar^al Bcssieres I believe that I hue toil you to 
keep in eye on Burgos and to jiace theie a geiiLrjl on whom 
y)u can rely The specie haa been despatched from Pans for 
the seco! d instilment ot the lo m I si ppose th<»t the Minister 
oi Pmance will hn executed the rojil aokoowledgment of 
that debt anlwili have taken stops to deposit the securities m 
coufoimit^ with the leminlfor tlui adlie sel ]y the bialr to 
M Biifuu lult 

\ OL. L— 15 
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r407."| Nai-oleon to Joshph. 

TouloUBa, July S5, ISOS, 

My Brothor,— Faudraa lirougM me at 11 at night your 
letter of tlie 20th of July, informing me of your entry into 
Madrid. Marshal Beasiferes writes from Benevento, dated the 
20th, that he is about to march upon Leon. I have just re- 
ceived from Santander InteUigence that 1500 men from tlie 
Astm-iae, who had arrived in that town, weut away on hearing 
of Cuesta'a defeat. The orderly officer, Deatourmel, coining 
from Marshal BessiSres, says that he foil in with one of Cueata's 
columns near Benevonto, It appears that Cuesta, with a rem- 
nant of 3000 or 4000 men was directing his course towards 
Estremadura. The Chief of the Staff has ordered 3000 or 
4000 men to be at Burgos in the beginning of August, to main- 
tain security in your rear. As the greater number of these men 
are conscripts, they must be drilled, and you must be satisfied 
if they keep safe the comniunication between Madrid and Mar- 
shal Bessieres. You should sand a general to Burgos to keep 
watoh over Vittoria and Aranda, and to correspond with Madrid, 
and with Marshal BessiSres, who will have reached Leon by the 
23rd. Tou have probably received letters from General Vcr- 
dier, before Saragossa. The Chief of the Staff has sent you 
word of Colonel Pepin's attack upon Villa Feliche, near Daroea, 
by which 4000 rebels were dispersed. I hear from Saragossa 
that the town will soon surrender. Marshal Bessifires' officer 
says that Zamora, Valladolid, and Paloncia, are tired of being 
pillaged by both parties; and that the priests, and even the 
monks, are longing for peace. Colonel P6pin, who is before 
Saragossa, assures me that all the small towns and villages 
through which he has passed do the same. I approve highly of tho 
measures which you have taken for reinforcing General Dupont. 



My Brother, — General Mathieu Dumaa will deliver this letter 
to you. He is going to join the aa'my of Spain. We must en- 
deavour to employ li™ aecording to his wishes. The great 
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thing is, that he should be of use to you. Your eqaerry, Pilan- 
gieri,* waa sent to you thia mornmg. I shall he at Bordeaux on 
the 31st. I received this morniag newa from Kussia of the 9th, 
and letters from the Emperor. What has happened in Spain they 
considered as an old story, and all was settled. Austria is seized 
with a senseless panic. 

Marshal Bessi6res waa duo on the 23rd at Leon. An English 
newspaper aays that my squadron haa boon cannonaded for three 
days by the rebels in Cadiz, that it has been forced to strike, 
and that it is in the harbour of Cadiz. This is an English re- 
port. All seems to prosper about Lisbon, I hope that General 
Dupont made no further delay after he beard of Marshal Bes- 
ai6res' victory. Beasifires seems to have found a great quantity 
of muskets, cartridges, and powder, at Benevento. 

I have appointed Marshal P^rignon Gfovernor of Naples and 
Commandant of my army. The &rand Dukef is still very ilL 
I am well pleased with, the spirit of that country. Dessolles 
aeked mo when I was at Aucli for employment in Spain; he is 
going thither. The Queen J has written to rae from Lyons; I 
suppose that in your next letter you will mention her. I think 
that she had better spend the remainder of the summer in Paris, 
it is too hot for her in Spain at thia season. However, I wait your 



[ *0!),] Napolhos to Jo3I!ph. 

Agen, July 30, 1808. 

My Brother, — I have received your lettor of the 23rd. 
TheChief of the Staff has roccived letters written on the morning 
of the same day from Mai-shal Bessiferes, which announce that 
there exists no longer a hostile army in CastUe ; that Cuesta, 
with 500 horse, was directing hia course towarda Toro ; and that 
his place of retreat, as the Marshal was almoat sure, is Badiijoz, 
in Estremadnra ; that the city and province of Leon and Zamora 
have submitted. Bessiferes intended to rest on the 25th and 26th 

t Murat. 
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at Leon, and then to march upon Gallioia. General Deasolles 
has receiyed iis appoiatmeni; to the army of Spain ; he proceeds 
to Bui-goa. The Chief of the Staff will inform you of the orders 
which ho reoeivea. Creneral DcbsoHos, when he teaches Burgos, 
will have from 5000 to 6000 men. 500 iorae of the 26tli regiment, 
and 500 Polish lighfr-horac belonging to mj guard, are march- 
ing OB. Burgos. It is inconceivahle that, after reaching San Cle- 
meate. Marshal Monoey should have retired upon Ocaila.* The 
oonduct of this oiEcer ia extraordinary. His mopemetit has been 
unfaYouraible to all parties, but especially to General Dupont, 
since tho provinces of Mnrcia and of Valencia cease to be menaced. 
It appears that General Bupont has already 20,060 men ; if he 
has committed uo mistake, with snch a force he has nothing to 
fear from the enemy. I have received intelligence from Sara- 
gossa of nearly tho same date with that from Marshal Bessiferes, 
and equally satisfactory. General Mathieu Dumas must have 
joined you. It 13 very hot here. I am well pleased with the 
spirit of these provinces, I shall be at Roohefort on the 3rd, 
and probably oa the 7th or 8th at Nantes. 

[ 410,] Juirra TO NArOLEos. 

fe — If your Majesty would write to General Caulain- 

ur h you are informed that in cold blood he arranged the 

p II he churches and houses in Ouenza, it might do muoh 

g T k low that the public sale i» Madrid Qf the ohurch 

jl ha lone much barm. Every sensible person in the Gov- 

m n nd in the army says that a defeat would have been leas 



] Joseph to Napoleon. 

Madrid. July 23, ISDa 

ire, — Marshal Moncey haa arrived. He found everything 
on his march. He complains bitterly that tho pillage by 



* Sul) sequent 1 


ivents showed that Moiioey's retreat to Madrid 


dent. Had lie n 


arnainad in Aragon he might have shared thi 


Dupont. 
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General Caulainooiiit has increased tte general exasperation. 
SiflCe Cuenza was plundered many of the wealthier families fly 
with their property. 

[ il2.] JoaiCWI Tl) KAFOLliON. 

MiidrW, JuljM,:309. 

Sire, — The honest people are as little on my side aa the 
rogues are. No, Sire, you are deceived. Your glory will he 
shipwrecked in Spain. My tomb will fee a monument of your want 
of power to support me, foi- no one will suBpeoi you of want of 
will. This will happen, for I am resolved under no circiun- 
stances to recross the Ebro. 

Yet 50,000 good troops, and 50 millions, sent before tl»B end 
of three months, might set things right. The recall of five or 
Ais of your generals ; sending hither Jourdan and Maurice 
Mathieu, who are honest men ; on your part, absolute eonfidenoe 
in mc ; on my part, absolute power over the officers who miscon- 
duct themselyes, — tie union of all this alone can gave the country 
and the army.* 

[ 413.] Nafoi-rob to Joseph. 

Boidealia, jDl; SI, 1303. 

My Brother, — I have received your letters of the 2ith, 25th, 
and 26tL The style of your letter of the 24th does not please 
me. To die is not your buainess, but to live and to can(|uer, 
which you are doing, and shall do. 

I shall find in Spain the Pillars of Heroules, but not the 
limits of my power. 

Troops and succours of every description are on their way 
towards you. Your forces are more by one-third than are 
necessary, if they are well managed. Excepting tho prepos- 
terous retreat of Moncey from San Clemente upon Ooaiia, and 

* These letters aia inserted to explain the nBswec 1*1 them. At the date 
oftbo last Joseph had been less than a fortnigtt in Spain, and only four dnjs 
in Madrid. Neither he nor Nipolaoa kaew of the surrender of Dnpont at 
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tis deplorable council of war, I am well contented with my 
troops, 

Savary ia a man of intelligence and ot courage who hit eiicd 
in his general arrangementa heeause he his not been u^cd to 
eommand-in- chief, but who, neverthele^, is stronger than any of 
those whom you have about you, Caulamcouit did what wii 
perfectly right at Cuenza. The city was pillaged : this is one of 
the rights ot wai since it was captured while the defeaders were 
BtiU in arms. Eusoia has recognised you ; the letter announcing 
it has biLU dospitched to Count Strogonoff On reaching Paris 
I shall Icun that Ai t h 1 th 1 j t 

may bo p^intul as king bt g ItbUt Th 

is only one thing to f t L t t m[ th p t 

of the aimy— not to s fi t t th Sj ard N m 
are to to kept with ffi wh t w d 1 1 

commit every kmd of h th w j wt h th y t t 1 

ia quite rigtt. I hav tidy 1 dy II ptt 
the glorious victory of M Im d E S wh h i mptly 
settled the question f Sp m M h 1 B b lit 

master of the North. Imgldt thtyh t t 

Morlot's division toMhlB i w gtlY 

must support Dupont. Malcf; yourself easy as to the result. I 
am not surprised at what has happened ; if I had not expected it, 
should I have sent 150,000 men into Spain, and raised two con- 
scriptions, and spent SO millions ? I would rather have lost a 
battle than have bad to road Moneey's report. My health is 
good. I reached Bordeaux this morning. I am going to Eoche- 
fort. 



My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 27th.* 
The report of the officer of cuirassiers is enough to make me 

* Neither Joseph when he wi-ote this letter, nor Napoleon when he re- 
ceived it, Imew of tlie surrender of rnpont. Bnt Joseph had stated, on iho 
authovitj of an ofScer of cuirasaers, tint General Cobert had hean killed, that 
flierehad heen fighting for some daja, and that his oommunication with Du- 
pont WES cut olf, — Tr. 



jiGoogle 



STATE OF THE iEMY, 343 

1 eril from General Dupont's mistakea To te attacked 
on tLe IStli, and not have provided for his retreat on the 18th ! 
■ — this is inconceivable. Whatever reverses fortune may have 
in store for you do not be uneasy ■ in a short time you will have 
more than 100 000 nen All n n ot o bat t must Lave 
time \ u w 11 e gn you w II have eonq erel yo ir subjects, 
m orde to be ome the r fathe The best kint,-s have passed 
through tt s s bool My orde ~i were g ven m re than three 
weeLa a o Health to j n 1 h pj n that a to say, 

stren^tl t n 1 



[ 415.] OOHEPII III Njpoleon. 

Sire,— I reached this place at noon yesterday with the whole 
of the army. The rearguard will sleep at Alcovendas, which It 
will leave at 2 to-morrow morning. The soHiors are generally 
worn out, the ofBcera are not strong, the men are young and raw. 
I think that your Majesty had better incorporate the privates in 
your old regiments and send back tho officers to their depicts. 
In fact, with the exception of the old regiments of the guard, 
tbey are evidently a collection of youths who are not yet soldiers. 
Every oificer going from Spain will tell the same story to your 
Majesty. 

I am waiting for news of the enemy, and of Marshal Bes- 
sifcres, before 1 decide to raise the siege of Saragoasa, which I 
defer to the last extremity. Tbe materiel of the artillery is in 
the worst state possible ; tbe whole must be renewed if we are to 
move forwai-d. And your Majesty must adopt a vigorous and 
consistent system. Veterans must bo opposed to the swaima of 
now soldiers which will start up on all sides, who will be sup- 
ported by enthusiasm, and will fight in their own country. The 

* Joseph left MaiWd on tho 29fli of July, having on tlie 2S6h received Hie 
news of Dupout'a capitulation. He had inhabited hia capital for ODly eight 
days. He retired to Miranda, on the left bonk of tlie Ebro, betweea Bnigos 
and "VitWria.— Th. 
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conscripts of the last levy are too young ; they are tu'ed out 1>6'- 
fore tliey arriye, and the olimato finishes them.* 

[ilG.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

EoritcTOX, Aiig. 3, 1803, 

You cannot think, my friend, what paiii It gives jne to think 
Uiat you are struggling with eTents which are as much above 
what you are accustomed to as they are beneath your natural 
character. . Dupont has dishonoured our fli^. What inoapaoity, 
what cowardice I Those troop8 will be takeu by the English. 
Events of such importance make it necessary for me to return to 
Paris. Germany, Poland, Italy, &&, all depend on one another. 
I am really grieved when I feel that I cannot be with you and 
my soldiers at this juncture. I have ordered Ney to proceed 
thither. He is an excellent man, full of zeal and courage. If 
you become intimate with him, he may make a good commander- 
in-chief of the army. You will have 100,000 men, and in the 
autiuim Spain will he oonqijered. 

If Savary were to make an armistice, we might obtain some 
influence over the insurgents : we might hear what they have to 
say. I think that, as far as your own inclinations are concerned, 
you care little to reign over the Spaniards. My health is better 
than ever, I have told Maret to send you a cipher for secret 
correspondence. Berthier sends you acme memoranda on the 
state of the army in Spain. f 

Tell me that yon are well and in good spirits, and are be- 
coming accustomed to the soldier's trade. You have a fine 
opportunity to study it. I have written to tell the Queen to go 
to Paris. 

[417.] Beethiek to Sayaky. 

Burdeius. Aug. 3, 1303. 

What has happened to Dupont is without an example, and 
his capitulation is wortiy of the conduct that led to it. The 

* I ha™ inserted fJie preceilng letter of Josepli'B to show what waa the 
Btttte, Rftar fifteen years of constant war, of an amiyof Napolaon's.— Te. 
t ThiE refei-3 to tha next Utter.— Ta. 
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Emperor thinks that, if the troopa in ^cLelons in the line of com- 
inunication between jou and Dupont have been allowed to march 
to give themselvea up to the English, the vaguenesa of tie terms 
of the capitulation has not been remarked. I say " to the Eng- 
lish," for it cannot be hoped that they will be honest enough to 
let our troops cross the sea^ From your silence we hope that yon 
have withdrawn these troops to Madrid, On reading carefully 
General Dupont's report, it appears that ho did not capitulate 
until the day after the battle, and that the corps of Generals 
V6del and Diifour, which are comprised, we know not why, in 
the capitulation, were not engaged. Dupont's own story (shows 
tiiat Castanos was not nearly so strong as he is reported to have 
been, and that he had collected his whole force at Bajlen. The 
Emperor does not estimate his troops of the line at more than 
1S,000, or his armed peasants at more than the same number. 

From Bell ar 1 s letter t seem^ that orders have been given 
to r^ tl ^ego of Sa ago sa 

Th a s premature 

Y mus see that nleas the e be an ■irmy to cover Pampe- 
1 na and ke j lown Navarre the enemy mi 1 1 mask Pampeluna, 

e Navarr c t off the comm n oat on w th France by Tolosa, 
and le on the rear of u army Sapiosmg the enemy to be 
He ted beio e Panjeluna a d the town blockaded, ho might 
n five or 8 X marehe be n the rea of B goa. The army 
wh a b egra Sara^ossa s the efore necesh ry to keep down 
\ava e and to prevent the ns rgenta f Ar gon and Valencia 
f om penetr t ng on ou loft For if as Peneral Belliard tells 
u C ener 1 Yerlpr marches hs tro js to Logrono, throwing 
20C0 nen nto P mpel na he w Id b wo ^e j laced at Logrono 
tha at Tudela f the con mun eit on w th Bajonne were inter- 
oe[ te \ 

It Castanos advances ind you fight h m the beat may be 
h ped b t the manner m wh ch he moved towards Dupont leads 
u to expect t om h m. gre t caut n 

Pe h ps by means of flaj^s of t uce a suspension of arms 

ght be agreed on w tho t the Kep;s apiarent interference, 

te m nabie n e ^ht 1 y n t ce by e ther p rty, giving to tho 

"\ L 1—15 
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Frencli tlie lino of the Douro, and then, passing hy Almaaan, the 
Bbro. The inflnrgents might think auoh an annistice desirable, 
aa it would enable them to organise themselyea in Madrid, and it 
ffliglit not be unfavorable to us, as it would cuable us to soo what 
that organisation would be, and to asccrtaiu what the nation 
really wishes.* 

[ 418.] N.iPoi,EOB TO Joseph. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 30tli of 
July. The Grand Army is on its way to jou. This reinforce- 
ment, joined to Marshal Bcssiires' forces, will enable you to show 
your teeth. I wUl write to yoa more at length when I know that 
you have received your cipher. I shall be glad to hear that you 
have shown deoision and ability. 

I shall be in Paris in a few days 

[1X9.1 Napo!:.eon to Joseph. 

TJlort. Ang. S, 1809. 

My Brother, — Your letter of the 3rd of August has reached 
me. I send to you a letter which I have just received from 
Marshal Jourdan. I am estrcmely pleased with the spirit of the 
department of La Veud6c, through which I have just passed. I 
can only repeat to you once for ail, that nearly the whole of the 
G-rand Army is on its way, aud that before the autumn Spain 
will he inundated with troops. You must try to preserve the 
line of the Douro, to keep up the communication with Portugal, 
The English are of little importance ; they have never more than 
a quarter of the troops that thoy profess to have. Lord Wellosley 
has not 4000 men, and, besides, I believe that they are directed 
towards Portugal. t 

* This propnsiil of an armistice, giviug np to the inaui^ents all Spain to 
the south of the Douto aoc! the Ebro, diat is to eay, four-fiCtlis of the country, 
tar the avowad purpose of alhiwiag them to organise tliemsalves in ManStid, 
and of ascertaining the Irishes of the Spanisli natjoit, contrasts strangely with 
the geuerol tone of Napoleon's correspondence. It seems to show that he did 
not rea-ily feel tlio confidence of success ivhicli he expresses in Ms letters to 
Joseph.— Tk. 

t Sir Arthur Wellesley landed in Portugal on the Ist of Augnsf.— Tg. 
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MISMANA&EMEHT IN SPAIS, 



CHAPTER XI. 



The letters in tliis chapter estend £com the Ifitii of August to 
tiie 3.2tli of Ootoberj 1808 ; that is to say, from tio arrival of 
Napoleon at St. Cloud imtil his return to Bayonne. 

His principal business during tliese two months was the re- 
moval of the grand army from Germany to Spain. For this 
pui-pose it was necessary to he sure of Russia. Busy as he was, 
ho gave up a month to a meeting with Alexander at Erfurth, 
and purchased his acijuiescence by completing the sacrifice of 
Sweden and Turkey to Eussia, 



[420.] Napoi,eo;j to Jo3eph. 

St cioDd, Aiig, 10, jsiie. 
My Brother, — I have seen Messrs. Azanza and Urquijo. I 
have not learnt much from them : they wait in this place to see 
what tm-n the Spanish affairs will taio. I haye desired them to 
write to you in detail. 



[431.] Napoleon to Joskph. 

My Brother,— I tave received your letter of the 10th. All 
that goes on in Spain is deplorable. The army seems to be com- 
manded, not by generals or soldiers, fcut by postmasters. How 
was it possible to think of evacuating Spain for no reason, with- 
out even knowing what the eaemy w^ about ? For it appears 
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from tlie reports of tie 8th that it was not known at Burgos on 
the lOtt whether General CastanoB had effected his entry iDto 
Maclrid. In all that has been done there are not the first rudi- 
ments of the knowledge of war. I hope that Marshal Bessieres 
has advised you not to evacuate in this way the "whole country, 
without coming within sight of the enemy. They teJl me that 
Sarngoasa would certainly have been taken if it had not been that 
Gfeueral Beiliard gave orders to raise the siege, and that then, 
after a lapse of 48 hoars, during which they Liboaied at the 
evacuation of the worts, and at using up the ammunition, the 
order arrived to go on with the siege. On the 10th the enemy 
did not seem to have more than 5000 or 60O0 men round Sara- 
gossa, which is very different from 40,000. In your position one 
sees enemies everywhere, and sees them immensely strong. Tour 
army, organised as it is, is capable of heating all the insurgents ; 
but it wants a head. The country which suits your army is a 
flat country ; and you have entangled yourself in a mountainous 
one, without reason or necessity. In so precipitate a retreat, how 
many things must have teen lost or forgotten ! The army retir- 
ing in this manner cannot but have been esceedingly demoralized. 
I hope that you will not evacuate Bai'gos ; from whatever aide 
the enemy may advance, you will have a fine opportunity of beat- 
ing him. With the corps of Marshal B^sifcres you have enough 
to heat the insurgents ; and when you hear of the movements of 
tie army of General Oastanos, you will re8eot on your own with 
astonishment. The troops before Saragossa are no doubt in 
danger. I cannot conceive by what fatality, having no longer 
any hope of taking the town, they remain in such a false position. 
If they go on so, I fear that sooner or later they will meet with 
some great misfortune. 

[ 433.1 Natoleon to Joskph. 

Bt c\md. Aug. ag, laos. 

My Brother, — Enclosed are some letters which I send yoa 
for yonr guidance. 

P.S.—There is too much prudence among the people around 
you. Attack the enemy ; do not let him attack you. 
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£423,] Napolcos ro Joseph, 

My Brother,— -Tte BOrthern courta have acknowledged jou. 
10,000 men of the grand array haye reached Mayeaoe. By the 
month of January yon will have 100,000, and there will not he 
in all Spaia one village in insurrection. Send the Duke of Frias 
as your amhaasadur to Paris ; I mil receive him with the utmost 
CLTemocy. Send letters of credence to Pardo aL St. Petersburg; 
the lilniperor of Kussn desues it muih Send a grandee o£ 
Spain to Paris, on his way as amb^sfadoi to Vienna ; he will 
wait to receive my ordeis befoie h(, sfaita Appoint a minister 
in Denmark, Do not be in the least uneasy. I have reecived 
your letter of tJie 9th fiom Burgo'i, and a duplicate.* 



St. CloiK], Aug. 31, leos. 4 A.ML 

My Brother, — I wish you to order the chief of the staff, 
Marshal Jonrdan, to send to me every five days a return of the 
array of Spain, and to write to me every day three or four pages 
describing all that goes on. Since Jonrdan has replaced Bcl- 
liard I know nothing of the army. I have not had one return 
since July. Attend to this order, and see that it be executed. 



[ iSS.] Napoleoh to JOBEi'a. 

at. Clou 

My Brother,— I sent you word that a Spanish ; 

ought to be sent to Paris. M. de Frias is very fit for this 

mission. I will not have M. de Maaaredo. I want a man of 



* In that letter Joseph espreseed his conviotion tliat the Spaniaras woulQ 
never be reoonoiletl to his role, or for^TO the injurisa wMcli had been inflicted 
on them by France ; Biat it was nsoBssary to ooniiuBr Spain, and then to pai- 
tilaoH it, uQztmg Galliwa to Portngd. and the provinotia on tha north of the 
Ebro to France ; tiiat he <xrald not submit to reign orer tlie i-emnining rem- 
nant ; aad therefoi-e implored to he allowed to abandon Spain and to returu to 
Maples. This m^ the oiJy answer ^ven to it hy Napoleon,— Tr. 
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lilgL hirtb, and fiiyouralile to tte existing system. Send M, do 
Frias as soon aa possiTile. 

r 426.1 Hapoleon to Joseph, 

St. Oloud, Sept. 1, 1306. 

My Brottcr, — I send you a memorandum on the return 
of your army of Spam, w3iich proves that at your head- 
quarters nothing is kno^?n upon tho Buhjcct. Tou will 'also £ad 
annexed a statement of the corps which are in Spain at tho 
present moment, without counting those in Oatalonia. Order 
a return of the phices where the different detachments are 
to be found, and collect them together. Frfere's division is 
composed of 3 battalions of the 2nd legion of reserve ; the 
4th battalion is with the corps of Marshal Besaiferes, forming 
part of the supplementary regimenta It should he united to 
the first battalions. Tho 5th battalion is at Bayonne ; you 
should recall it. In this manner FrSre's diyision will have 
6 battalions, forming 4000 men, all belonging to the same 
legion, which is always an advantago, both for keeping the 
accounts and for the general good of the corps. As a general 
rnle, endeaTOur to unite every corps, and to call in every 
detachment. There is great need of your attention to re-, 
organize the army. I advise you to take caro that they send 
you returns every five days, that you may see what progress is 



[ 421] NrtTOLEON TO Joseph. 

My B fh — I h d y 1 tt f tl 1 t f 

S ] t h It f t t th t M h 1 M y p 

mttdth pfth myfMtj tw D 

t fhdtp whmhhllh tl^ly 

It I PP th t y h g d t f tify 

1 d 1 d t t hi h 1 btH 1 th h ght wh h m 

d tK 1 p t ns t w ds P mp Inn T n gi t 

th ullbtunl Ithmpta n ysptf 
P mj 1 

The cvaouatioa of Tudela was a misfortune, since it fatigued 
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the army unnecessarily Yon know how deeply I im giibred 
jt whit goes on m Spain, but an interview i^hirh I im to 
LdTO witH the Empcrur of Eussia, and whicli jb fixed foi the 
^t)th oblij,ea me to start for Saxony m ei^ht ir ten dayn The 
(.uief ot the stafi sends you the oiginm-itioa of tht army of 
Spam, whn,h I taTi- dwided into large coipi If at the 
commencement of the oompaign the enemy standa before you, 
yon should strike the first blow ; for it is to be feared that on 
the arrival of the Grand Army ho may retire to Santander, 
and, scouring the country,*-— Tou muht begin * 

[ 4^8.] Napollon to JoiEPjr. 

My Brother, — I iiave received your letter of the 3id of Se]j- 
tember. I do not approve of your Bending Prince Hazerauo to 
Vienna. It is a strange policy to send into Austria, as ambassa- 
dor, a man who will endeavour to do mischief both to you and to 
me. You should take one of the Negrctes, or the siin of your 
minister for foreign affairs, or some man iu a similar position, 
whose fortunes are intimately connected with joui own ; or else 
you should send no one at all. You should order the Stc or six 
persons arrested at Bilbao by General Merlin to be shot, ea- 
peeially the man who was designated as commander-in-chief by 
the proclamation of the Junta. If you do not perform some acts 
of rigour, these disturbances will never end. This appears to 
me to be very important. It is very strange that Navarre is so 
spared. Bilbao, Biscay, and Navarre ought to feed the army : 
if they do not, what am I to do ? 



[ 439,] Napoleon to Josuph. 

et Cluu^, Sept S. 3303. 

My Brother, — I think that it is necessary for you to reduce 

,t by means of an cxgedition of 6000 men. This force, 

forming a column which should start from Bilbao, will bo suf- 

* Illegible.— Ed. 

f nicgibie. Supposett to be Soiitander or Valmaseda.— -Ed. 
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ficient. This point is of importanco, as entailing the submissioa 
of Montaaa, an object which it is indispensable to attain before 
the larger oparationa of tie ariuy. I suppose that Marshal 
MoTicey remains at Tudela ; with ths troops that are already 
under his command, he has double the force necessary to keep 
that position. I presume that ho will not let the enemy establish 
himself within three marches. Yon ha¥e doubtless also occupied 
Burgos in force. Yon should leave at Bilbao the new troops 
which are there ; they are sufficient. Above all you should 
accomplish the disarming of the whole of Biscay and Navarre. 
I strongly advise you to make a severe example of the insur- 
gents of Bilbao, especially of the commander of the armed force, 
who has been arrested, and fo send several hostages into France. 
I review to-morrow the division of Sebastiani, which will start on 
Monday for Perpignan. It is composed of 12 field-pieces and 
of 4 regiments. The roads of France axe covered with troops, 
coming either from Italy or from Germany. You should make, 
the inhabitants grind for you, and not always draw your flour 
from France. The provinces whicli you occupy can and mnst 
furnish you with proviifions The Spaniards recall to me the 
Arabs; at Buigoi and elsewhere they appear well-disposed 
towards you, bicau'^e they si e that you have many troops, and 
that you are able to cmsh them ; but oa your first retrograde 
movement tliey will fire uj on you. You should take hostages, 
and force them to disarm. Do not listen to your mimsters, they 
do not seem to have two ideas. This fatal system of indulgence 
has lost lis Spain. You might have disarmed all the infantry, 
dismounted the cavalry, and made prisoners of the whole Spanish 
army, Madrid furnished the enemy's aimy with 2000 horses; 
when Madrid was abandoned they might have been seized to re- 
mount the French regiments. Of course the colonial merchan- 
dise coming from England ought to be confiscated at Santander. 
This town ought to pay at least 2,000,000 fr. If you think that 
you owe the allegiance of these provinces to their affection, you 
deceive yourself ; if they do not revolt, it is not from want of 
inclination, it is because they dare not : of this you may be quite 
sure. You have received the decree for the general organiza- 
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tion of the amiy of Spain. For the present you muat conform 
to it as far as may be possible. 



DECREE, DATED SEI'TEMBEE 7, ISdS. 

1st Corps, — Marshal Victor, Commander. 

3 divisions of iiifantry, Generals Villati, Euffiii,andLapis8ei 
1 of cavalry, General Beanmont. [Estimated by editor at 
22,000 men.] 

2«rf Corps, — Marahal Soidt. 

3 divisions of infantry, Generals Meulon, Merle, and Bon- 
net ; 1 of cavalry, General Lasalle. — 2<J,000 men. 

3rd Corps, — Marshal Moncoy. 

3 divisions of infantry, Gcnerala Musuior, Merle, and Bon- 
net ; 1 cavalry.— 20,000 men. 

ah Corps,— Marshal Lefebvre. 

1 French division, General Sebastiani; 1 troops of the 
Confederation of the Rhine, G-eneral Loval; 1 Poles, 
General Valence ; 1 brigade Dutch infantry ; 1 brigade 
■ "" . infantry ; 3 regiments of cavalry.— 25,500 



6ih Corps, in Catalonia, — General Saint Gyr, Commander. 
5 divisions of infantry, Generals Cliabran, Souham, LeocBi, 
Pinot, and Chabot ; 1 of cavalry. [Foroe not stated, es- 
timated by editor at 32,000 men, including Duhesme's 
division at Barcelona,] 

&th Corps, — Marshal JSfey. 

3 divisions of infantry. Generals Marohand, Lagrange, and 
Mermet ; 1 division of troops from the Vistula ; and 1 of 
cavalry.— 27,200 men. 
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Beserve, — Marahal Besaiores, 

1 dipiaion of iniiautry, General Dessollcs ; 6 battalions of 
fusileers, and 6 of grenadiers and eLaaaeura of tlie Impe- 
rial guard ; the cavalry of the guard ; and 4 divisiona of 
dragoons^ — 34,000 men. 

Total— 186,700. 



My Brother, — I sent you word that Generals Maurice and 
Salligny were to replace Lcfebvre and Frcre. I send to you a 
plau for the organization of the army of Spain, such as it should 
be. 1 wish you. to be acquainted with the whole of it iu order 
that you may conform to it as much as poaaible. 

THE PLAN REFEMtED TO BY THE PREVIOUS LETTER. 

St Cloud, Sept. 16, ISOS." 

First observation : — 
The position of the army of Spain for purposes of offence is 
essentially bad. 
Tbisp^retEjiouidiiotiiecom- The position of tlio Ebro and the im- 
mnnicatea to tbe generals on portant dSbottctfi of Burgos are tonablo 

tbo "wlnga of the army, ^ ° 

Orders aiiouid be sent to til cm. Only while Tudela IS occupied, 
"tn'dy l^Tn^d^c^^tt^^ria ^^ Tudela is not occupied by us, the 
aomeofiiieoflicoraBbonthini. enemy, seeing onr mistake, will occupy 
it, if te has tie means. By moving to 
Estella he would bo eight marches in our rear in a country of 
mountains and defiles. 

Tudela then must be occupied. It is not probable that the 
euemy, who seems to have no plans and no great force, has at- 

« Tliis paper, tliongli oaUed by Napoleon b projet d'oi^Rnimtion, ia in fact 
a ciittciGm on tlie existing position of tlie annj ond. a scheme for ita' fnture 
operations in different eondngenoies. Tlie organisation of the army was pro- 
vided for bj the decree of the Ttli of S ' ~ 
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I to return to it. It must be occupied oficnsively with 
ti'om 16,000 to 18,000 men ; three-fourtts posted on the right 
bank of the Ehro, the other fourth on the left. 

Sistj thonaands Spaniards, evea regular troops, could not 
force such an army, so enoajnped and hutted; and the commander 
at Tiidela, if he thought it «nadvisable to ilght, might in two 
hours be on the left bank of the river, and retreat from poaitioa 
to positioD till he reached our entrenched camp at Pampeluna. 
Instead of acting thus, this force of from 16,000 to 18,000 men 
has been placed with its right at Logrono : a bad system, good 
for customhouse of&cers, not for soldiers. 

Second observation: — 
This corps on the left, concentered at Tudela, has nothing 
to do with the rest of the ai-my, lis duty is independent; 
its principal business is to keep down Navarro, which has been 
explained above. It will have its own line of operations, resting 
on Pampeluna, where will be its heavy baggage, means of trans- 
port, and whatever would embarrass its motions. 

Third observation ; — 

The troops encamped at Tudela, from 16,000 to 18,000 
strong, always provisioned for one month, must not be idle. 
They should send out parties one or two marches distant, to the 
right and to the left, and thus cover Logrono. 

Under such circumstances what will the [Spanish] army of 
Aragoa do ? Will it leave Saragossa to move on Logrono ? 
Then the ti'oops at Tudela will attack its rear. 

Will it move by Los. Areos on Pampeluna ? Then one of two 
things may be done. 

The army at Tudela might march to Saragossa and take the 
town, or it might send by the left bank a detachment to Los 



Eourth observation. 
If we do not occupy Tudela, this is what the enemy will do, 
lie will march thither himself, if he is in force, and then all 
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Aragon will rise : and tte French army, if threatened at the 
same time on its right, will lose valuahle tunc in manMiiyring, 
and may he heaten hy inferior nimihers. For iiifitajice, 20,000 
JESUTgents moving on Tudela, and spreadiDg false rumours, 
might lead the French army to send 15,000 or 16,000 men to 
reinforce its left. This wonld taie 5 or 6 days. Then, if the 
enemy appeared with all his force hefore Burgos, there would 
not be time to recall that detachment, and the army might he 
forced to retreat over the mountains after only a third of it had 
been engaged. 

Fifth obserration. 

With from 15,000 to 18,000 men at Tndela, an enemy's 
army, even of 40,000 troops of the line, would excite no alarm at 
Burgos. There would be time to see and to count it. You. 
might cross the river, talie up positions on the left of the Ebro, 
and give time for the rest of the army to move on Tudela, where 
our real strength would be. 

The proof of this is, that the slightest rumour disturhs the 
head-c[uarters, ill-plaoed as they are. 

In war spies and information count for nothing. To trust to 
them ia to risk men's lives on trifliug grounds. Thus, though the 
enemy spread the report that his whole army marches from 
Saragossa on Tudela, our troops will not abandon it until they 
have actually seen him, taken some 30 or 40 prisoEers, and 
obtained from them precise and reliable details. If we do not 
give the enemy credit for combined operations, this is what he 
may do, perhaps has done. Feeling secure as to Saragossa by 
the evacuation of Tudela, he may move ou Sos, and disturb tho 
communications between Pampeluua and France, and the army 
and Pampeluna. They would write to head-quarters that we must 
retire to the camp of Pampeluna, and tho cuemy would become 
the master of his operations. If this enemy ia a mere rabble, 
whom a man of resolution with 3000 good troops could disperse, 
the fate of the French soldier, so frequently ill-commanded, is to 
be deplored. By such a retreat of our left our centre would be 
turned and forced also to retreat, and possibly 60,000 brave men 
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might be nianceuvTed in a mannei' which would discourage and 
disorder the whole army. 

Sistli ohservation. 

We have already * shown that the system of lines of troops 
(cordons) is among tte worst : that oven a lino like that of the 
Rhine or the Vistnla can he held only hy occupying bridges and 
having the power of resuming the oifensive. Though in a plain, 
Tudela haa the adraatages of a commanding elevation, for iike 
that it ia an offensive position, The enemy has to fear and to take 
precautions on every side. 

The result of these sis observations is, that the whole left 
should be concentered at Tndela; the 16,000 men collected there 
shottld form, should ezcite, should animate one another, and ooa- 
Btantly threaten the enemy. 

Instead of 5000 only 2000 men should be left at Pampeluna. 
We ought to act on the offensive, as becomes a French army, and 
not, as we are doing, mildly on the defensive. 

We have remarked on the left of the army ; the right is not 
better posted. Why occupy Burgos with only cavalry ? Why 
not with all the corps of Marshal Bessiferes, from 16,000 to 
18,000 strong? By sending out reconnaissances to the distance 
of 35 or 40 miles, our defensive would bo honourable, and we 
should know all that the enemy was doing. All tho Spanish 
army would then be insufficient. Even if they had 40,000 regu- 
lar troops, our advanced detachments would see them, and 
maniBuvro in consequence, or fall back on other corps. But this is 
repeating what has been said in previous notes. 

Marshal Ney's corps of the centre and the corps round the 
King, each 20,000, might be placed in a second line between 
Logrono and Burgos. The left column should be 3 days of 
forced marches from Tudela ; the right, one day from Burgos. 

The army, thus placed offensively on the right and on the left, 
would not be disturbed by false rumours spread by the enemy. It 
should receive clear distinct ordera. When before were 20,000 

• Probably in piBvious papers. — Tn. 
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I'l-ench alarmed at the approach of double tteir number ? They 
are frigbtenod tbougb no one one is before tbem. Ttero is not 
an ensign who does not see tliat the army is in a false position. 
This is always the case with an Ul-oouceiired and ill-mauaged 
defensive. We shall see the change in the feelings of the people and 
of the army when what has been suggested in this note and ia 
the previona ones has been executed. 

Second Part. 

The army being organised and placed as it is, what is to be 
done ? After its disposition has been 

BoiDoptuceahiiTe been cut o^it ^.-oiiii j. i <.j. 

coDiainiDginotaioiJoM given be- rectified detachments may be sent to 

fiitB tus aJaiEity of Dnpont was goria, tlie town taken, some hoiises 

1. Not to eTaouate. burnt, some hostages taken, the inhabi- 

2. To take Sar^osaa. tants disarmed, the property of the 

3. Tobeinapositioo tooom- ' tff J 

munioiie with Portugal. nobles, who have left it, burat. This 
^7hea'ailt'ilew'toM^tILgawere operation is also important as covering 
feoSbio not one was done, ret all the ccntre of the army. 

Hiat la now matter of history, __, , n a j . . 

nod iiTemedinbie. What more ! Bend two columns, one 

from Bilbao, the other from Eeynosa, to 

Santander; take possession of tho town, bum the standard used 

when Ferdinand was proclaimed, drive away the bishop, carry off 



So much for the centre and the right. As to the left, parties 
should be sent as far as Eeynosa, and hostages taken. 

All these smaller operations will prepare for those which will 
take place when the loinforoemeats arrive, and wUl afford an army 
of 60,000 men the room, the activity, and tho confidence which it 
ought to have. They will enable real information to be received, 
and stop the rumours spread about our camps, which discourage 
the soldiers and excite the insolence of the inhabitants. In Bis- 
cay and in Navarre aJi suspected persons must be arrested. Why 
wira not the house of Valdea seized at Burgos ? The insurgents 
act vigorously : the I'rench army carries its indulgence up to 
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[ 431.] Napoleon to Joseph. 

8t Cloud, Sept. n, ISaS. 

My Brother, — I shall not answer your last letter,* in which 
you appear to me to be oat of humour. I have ohsorvcd this 
rule with you for a long time past. You have too much sense 
not to he aware that this is the only course open to mo when you 
write in such tei-ms. Nor shall I ever discusa the past with you 
unlcsa you ask mo to do so for your particular henefitj and to serve 
you aa a rule for the future. As long as you are convinced that 
everything has been done hy you in tlie best possible way, I ought 
to leave you in this belief, and not teaze you, since the past can 
never be remedied, I have granted all the rewards which G-eneral 
Merlin aated me for on account of the affair of Bilbao, the more 
willingly as hia demands seemed to me to be reasonable. 



[433.] Kapou^n to Joseph. 

Sept. 20JSOS, 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of the 13th. You 
may keep Negrete as long as you like ; he need not hasten his 
departure for Vienna.f 

[433.] Napot,eon to Josefii. 

My Brother, — I am still on my way to Erfurt, where the con- 
ference arc to tako place on the 27th. All the roads in France 
aa-e filled with troops ,■ the Grand Army is marching in three 
divisions, and the rear is already beyond Paris. 

[ 434.] Joseph to Kapoleon. 

MiinBdfl, Sept. 14, 1S03. 

Sire, — I have received your Majesty's letter of the 7th. I 
am approaching Marshal Monoey. I have ordered him to hold 
Tudela. I shall bring together in that neighbourhood a great 

* I cannot decide what letter is allndod to. — Tn. 
t Austiia had not acknovrlei^ed Joseph, 



jiGoogle 



360 JOSErH'3 ri.AN of OPEEATIOKS. Chaf. si. 

part of the army. It seems tbat it is in tiat direction tliat the 
enemy collects his means and will make Lis attempt. 

I am sure that, if I were to quit the line of the Ebro, leaving 
garrisons only in Pampeluna, St. Sebastian, Paacorbo, and Bur- 
gos, and collecting all my forces, amounting now to 50,000 men, 
well organised, rested, and in a good state, I could disperse the 
enemy and reach Madrid, where the government which they are 
trying to create would disperse of itself. I should move, always 
in one body, in every direction in which. I could find subsistence 
and an enemy. I should carry everything with me, and not draw 
near to Burgos untO the Grand Army waa there. Till then, I 
should be In Spain as you were in Egypt, as a seventy-four is at 
sea. I should avoid difficult countries, and be always secure and 
master in the plains. The defiles, the mountains of Biscay, and 
the communications with France would he interrupted until the 
first troops of the Grand Army, collected at Bayonne, entered 
Spain in bodies of 20,000 or 25,000 men. Such a scheme may 
seem bold, but I am sui-e that it would succeed better than the 
tentative defence to which I am condemned along a line of more 
that 150 miles. 

It is possible that such a move may disperse the elements that 
are going to unite at Madrid, and that the surprise of these in- 
complete formations may faoilitate the submission of the whole 
country on the arrival of the great force which your Majesty is 
directing on it. This, Sire, is my view. 

If your Majesty will consider it, and give me your orders, I 
will eseCTite them, confident of full success. I shall leave behind 
me Saragossa and partial insurrections; I shall beat the large 
bodies, and I shall spread terror among the theorists of Madrid. 
They will fling away their arms and their pens when they know 
that 50,000 I'rench are marching on them. But until the Grand 
Array reaches me, you will know nothing of us, we shall know 
nothing of you. 

If you agree with me, Sire, give me your approbation, and I 
answer for the execution. I have thought much on my position, 
and this seems to me the best course. I am. sure that, when I 
have talked to Marshal Jourdan, Ney, and Bessiferes, I shall find 
tlat they thint with me. 
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[435.] Joseph to Nfli-cjLEOK. 

M(iantiii.9rpt,10, 1S08. 

Sire,— I have eomnmnicated my plan to Marslial Joordan 
and Marshal Neyj they both agi'ee with me. I have no douht 
of the assent of the other Marshals. I may hape your Majesty's 
answer by the 1st of October, indeed before, as I sent my plan 
on the 14th. 

If your Majesty approves my seheme, you may not hear of me 
until the Grand Army reaches me ; but I am sure that it wiU 
find affairs bere in a much better state than if any of the other 
fiye plans are adopted. 

[ 488.] Napolisok's Observations oa JoSHph's Plah of the 

14th September. 

Cli!llon5-8ur-Mani8, Sept 16, 1808. 

First observation. 

The proposal is, to march with 50,000 men on Madrid, 
keeping them together, and abandoning all oommumoation with 
Fi'anoe. 

The art of war is an art founded on principles which must not 
be violated. To ohange one's lino of operation is an operation 
wh ch only a man of genius ought to attempt To lose one a line 
of operations m an operitirn so dangerons that to be guilty of it 
11 a Clime To pie=eryo it i^ neees'iiry m oid r to a'v nid being 
Beianti,J fiom ones depot which 13 the point of lendeavoue, 
e of supplies and the place to wbieb ones piisoneis, 
I and Bitl, are to be seat 

If when the Eienoh were in Ma,dnd they had extended 
then forces m the town ind n cd the Retiro as the deposit 
of jriioneis of hospitils md of the means of keeping down 
a lar^i town and using its resources, they might hive lost 
their line of (ommuHication with Fiance but wuld haiepre 
Served their line of rperafion* ettpeeiiUy it tb(.y had seined 

* In thin psiso &e. line of operation would iave been from the town to 
the Eet!ro.~TB, 
Vol. !.— 16 
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their opportunity to collect a large ftmount of supplies, and tad 
established, a day or two's march from the principal dijboucliiia, 
posts-like the citadel of Segovia, for the purposes of support aud 
obserration. 

But at this instant to rusli into the interior of Spain, without 
any organised centre or magazines, with hostile armies on one's 
flanks and in one's rear, would he an attempt without precedent 
in the history of the world. 

If, before Madrid waa taken, and depots of subsistence for 
eight or ten days and of ammunition were provided, this army 
were beaten, what would become of it ? Where would H rally ? 
Where would it send its wounded, whence would it draw its 
supplies ? for it is provided only for its ourreut wants. Nothing 
more need be said. Those who dare to recommend such a step 
would he the first to lose their heads as soOh as the results began 
to show its absurdity. 

The garrison of an invested fortress has lost its line of commu- 
nication, but not its lino of operation, for its line of operation is 
from the glacis to the centre, where are the hospitals, the magar 
aines, and the stores. Is it beaten on a sortie ? it rallies on the 
glacis, and has throe or four days to restore the spirit of its men. 
If troops such as those of tho Guard, aud Geuerais such as 
Alexander or Cffisai", coaJd be guilty of such follies, no one could 
answer for the event — still less with an army in such circum- 
stances as ours. This scheme, opposed as it is to all tho rules of 
war, must be given u].\ A general who attempted such an ope- 
ration would commit a crime. 

2iid observation. 

What, then, is to be done ? 

What has been already advised. To concentrate the left at 
Tudela, not by way of a cordon, but posted on each side of the 
Ebro, ready to pass it if necessary, and keeping its communicar 
tiou with Pampeluna ; to concentrate tho right about Burgos, in- 
tercepting the road between Reinosa and Madrid, the reserve in 
the second lino, ready to move in either direction. 

Under these circumstances, tho reserve, Marshal Ney's corps, 
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and tliat of Marshal Besaiferea might he united and thrown upon 
the enemy approaching by the Madrid road or by the Palencia 
road. These 36,000 or 40,000 men may easily make three or 
four marches in any direction. It is possible, without doubt, 
that the enemy would not stand the approach of so groat a force; 
if he retreated five or six raarohea, advantage might be taken of 
it to seize Keinosa and Santander, very important operations. 
What encourages the enemy to hold Eeinoaa is that you occupy 
Burgc« only with cavalry, and show symptoms of abandoiiing it. 
In war, all is opinion ; opinion as to the enemy, opinion as to 
oneself. After the loss of a battle, the physical difference in the 
loss of the conqueror and of the conquered is little; the moral 
difference is enormous, as we see from the effect which two or 
three squadrons may produce on a beaten army. Nothing has 
been done to give confidence to the French; there is not a soldier 
who does not see that everything breathes timidity, thence he 
forms his opinion as to the force of the enemy. He has no means 
of knowing wliat is opposed to him except what he hears, and the 
attitude which he is desired to assume. 

Third observation. 
There is no doubt that with the number of troops whioh form 
the army of Spain you may march to Madrid, ftud you ought to 
do so, but only after having destroyed all the enemy's corps by 
combined movements on Palencia and Saragossa, if the enemy 
commits the fault of approaching you in force. But, to do this, 
one must have one's army in hand, understand one's art, and act 
on the spur of the moment. I can only repeat what I have said 
again; attack the enemy if he comes within two marches. If 
you obtain a decisive victory over his united force, or several vic- 
tories over his separate coi-ps, these victories will point out what 
is to be done. But all these battles must bo fought according to 
the rules of war ; fliat is to say, with the line of operations secure. 
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[437.] Napoleon tu Josei-.i. 

My Brofcher, — You will have received some remarks upon the 
paper annexed to your letter of the 16tli. In war, you must 
have sound aud precise ideas. What you propose is not feasible. 
You mast adopt it as a general principle tliat the enemy is not 
to be Buffered to establish himself within three, or even four, 
days' mareh from Burgos. Palencia is only two clays' march. 
The enemy would probably not haye gone thither if Burgos had 
been occupied by a force capable of taking the offensive ; and 
when once the enemy is beaten and driven beyond Palencia, San- 
tander will fall or be carried in a short time, which will be im- 
portant. As to your loft, the corps at Tudela ought always to 
have its retreat open upon Pampcluaa; and if 12,000 or 15,000 
men wore pushed oa to Pampeluna, they would be safe in the 
town or in the intrenched camp. All this most depend upon 
what the enemy does. In war, in the face of the enemy, one 
must act; one has always the night in which to make prepara- 
tions. Of course the enemy ia not loft to take up a position with- 
out being reconnoitred ; but it is wrong to calculate theoretically 
what you will do, since this must always be dependent on what 
has been done and will be done by him. 

Aooording to the laws of war, every general who loses his 
line of communication deserves death. By the line of oommuni- 
cation* I mean that which reaches from the army to the places 
where are hospitals, the succours for the sick, the provisions and 
the ammunitions of war; where the army can be restored and 
reorganised, and can recover in a day or two of rest, its spirit, 
impaired sometimes by some unforeseen accident. The line of 
communication is not lost because it is disturbed by guerrUlas, by 
insurgent peasants, and in general by that which is called a war 
of partisans. A few detached men will always force their way, 

* Napoleou, writing hastily, coufoimds the lina of eoimimdcalloa with the 
line of opero/ion, which he had carefully distinguished in the preceding paper. 
In all this letter tha word operation ought to be subsMtuted for eomrannicatJon, 
ia order to adhere to the nomenolaturB of the preceding paper.— -Te, 
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whatever oourse one taltes ; such enemiea may atop couriora, but 
are not capable of malting a staad against a van or a rear guard. 
If tMa he all, it amounts to notting. Tte line of eomraunicatioit 

is organised on tte principle that * tad been 

fortified ,* and more troops miglit bave been aasem- 

bled there if necesaary in a few days. There is great difference 
between operations with a well-considered system from an organ- 
ised centre, and proceeding at haaard without such a centre, and 
risking the loss of one's communications. 

[ 438.] Napot.eon to Joseph, 

Erfurt, Sepl. 2T, ISOS. 

My Brother, — I arrived tbia morning at 9 o'clock at Erfurt, 
The Emperor of Russia reached Weimai' yesterday. Our inter- 
view is to take place here in an hour's time. The King of Sax- 
ony came yesterday, as well as many other princes. 



My Brother, — I have been here for the last four days with 
the Emperor of Russia, the King of Saxony, and many sove- 
reigns and prinoea. Affairs are taking a good turn for us. 



My Brother, — I send you a translation of two letters inter- 
cepted in tbo bands of a courier from Palafos. 

I am still with the Emperor of Kussia. All goes on as well 



My Brother,— I have arranged all with the Emperor of llus- 
1. 1 I am to start to-morrow for Paris, and in a month's time 



* The words omitted are illegible in the ori^nil. — Eo. 
f This airaugement was, to give Fialand, Moldavia, and WaDachia to 
Russia, as tlio price of tar not interfering with the seiznre of Spain hj Na- 
poleon. — Te, 
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I stall be at Bayonne. Send me an esaot statement of the po- 
sition of tho army, in order that I may trace a definitiYe plaa of 
operations, malting as few remorals aa possible. At present tio 
enemy's presumption is so groat that I am inclined to think that 
he wOl remain where he ia. The nearer he is to vs the better. 
A well-arranged manreiivre might terminate the war by a single 
blow ; and for tliis my presence is necessary. 

I shall sot off as soon as I ha¥e pnt the corps Ugidatif in 
motion. 

[443.] Nai'Oleos to Josfi-u. 

St. Clonii, Oct, IS, laos. 

My Brother, — Berthier left me to-day for Bayonno. I shall 
be there in a few days. It is requisite that I ^ouH have all the 
plans and details of the course of the Ehro from Tndela to Frias, 
arid of the roads between Vittoria and Logrolio. Is the fortress 
of Bnrgos preserved, or was it destroyed ? What bridges are 
oocupiod on the Ehro ? There must be some intelligent cavalry 
officers who have travelled over the country between the Ebro 
and Soria, Tudela and LogcoTio. Send one or two of the best of 
them to Bayonne to give me information respecting the roads and 
the country. If, among the Spaniards who are attached to you, 
there are any who are well acquainted with the provinces of Sona 
and Montana, and the country about Santander, I should bo very 
glad if, on any pretest, you could scud them to Bayonne. I in- 
tend to stay there, however, only a very few days, and then to 
put myself immediately at the head of the army. 

riiS.l Napoleon to JosEm, 

Sf. Cloud, Oct. 18,1808, 

My Brother, — I arrived in Paris last night, having left 
Erfurt on the 14th. Everything was arranged as I could wish 
it to be ; and after spending 18 days there the Emperor and I 
separated on the best possible terms. Marshal Jourdan does not 
write to the Prince de Kenfohiitel,* so that 1 have no details on 
the state of the armies. All that I can fiad out is that you have 

* Berthier. 
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evacuated the whole of the right hant of the Ebro. From that 
moment your position fcecams bad. Tie enemy, as he no longer 
feara jour taking up the aggressive from Burgos, may safely 
direct his movements on Bilbao, and establish the theatre of war 
in the mountains, just as, fearing no longer tliat you should 
descend by the right bank upon Saragossa, he is ecjually able to 
attack your extreme left. 

If you had occupied Burgos and Tudela in force, and pre- 
pared for taMng the offensive, not one of theso things could have 



Is the enemy at Burgos ? Have you left any troops in the 
citadel, or have you destroyed it? I know nothing of what 
you have done, except that it is bad. I cannot understand why 
the staff does not communicate every ooeurrenee in detail, nor 
why they omit to send to me tlie general's reports, in order that 
I may understand the state of the question. I ought to know 
the exact number of the MUed and wounded in every skirmish, 
in fact the most minute particulars. It is inexplicable, it is 
treating me shamefully. The staff ought to write throe pages 
every day. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 



The letters in tiiis chapter extend from the 3rd of November, 
18118 to the Idth of Jan arj ISf) that s to ay fr m the 
a rval oi Aapole ii at liaynii o to h gii the second '^j ii n 
cimpa ;,n uat 1 hi lepartu e f a Vallad 1 d to prepir fo 
tl e can pa gn tvh ch w s te m natod ! y the 1 ttle of "W a^fia 

When ho entered '^pi a the F ench armies had ther c p 
t late! to the Edj^I h at f ntrj or to tlie Span arls t Baylen 
o had ret r I heyond the Ebro When he left t 1 aa th a 
three months afte warl the Euj^lish hal be n dr yen out ot 
'^l a the e stance of tho Sjan a di wis onfinei to the 
defence of a fe t towns an 1 a gnerr Ila wi n t! e outhein a d 
we te a p ov n and J scph wa^ gain a M d d Naj oleoa 
loreed h m tf "all h mself K ng of bj a an I comnjan ler n 
ch ef of the Tr ach a m ^ b t a eality ne ther was I is roy 
alty reooa^Bise ! ly the Sj an i ds escept w th a the c at y 
occnp el by the Tren h army nor h eommaad by the Fr bcI 

On hi3 an v<l1 at Eayonno N poleon the mo t proy d nt, the 
most accurate, and the most powerful of administratora, and tie 
best obeyed of generals, found that his orders, both as to the 
preparatioaa for the campaign and as to the management of the 
war, had been ili-followed. The army was without clothing, and, 
instead of being kept together near Vittoria, the left had been 
sent as far as Lerida to the east, and the right, imcler Marshal 
Lefebyre (the Dukeof Dantdc) and Blarshal Yiotor, had marohecl 
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to the west to attack the Spaniards under BlaJie, had defeated 
him, entered Bilbao, aad pushed on towards Valmaseda. Gen- 
eral Villato's division, part of Victor's corps, was at Valmaseda 
when Lefebvre, in want of supplies, fell back on Bilbao, and 
Victor, hearing of ^Napoleon's arrival, and anxious to return to 
head-ciuarters, where he would be under the Emperor's eye, 
marched baok towards Vittoria, leaving Villate exposed to an 
attack by superior forces, 

" Thus," says Thiers, "began the series of faults, the resolt 
of the selfishness and the jealousy of our generals, which lost 
the cause of Erance in Spain, and, by losing it in Spain, !ost it 
also in Europe."* 



fill.] Hjpoi-eok to Joseph. 

Bayniine. N"t. S, 1808. 

My Brother,— I have this instant reached Bayonne; all 
your troops are soatterod. Let us hear from you at least once 
or twice a day, that I may know the positions of all the dif- 
ferent corps. Having ridden post over a part of the Laudes, I 
am rather tired. 



You will find annexed a report of the Oonunissary. You 
will see how shamefully I am treated ; I have only 1400 coats, 
7000 great-coats instead of 50,000, 15,000 pairs of shoes instead 
of 129,000. I am in want of everything; nothing can be worse 
than the clothing. My ai'my will begin the campaign naked; 
it has nothing. The conscripts are not clothed. Your reports 
are waste paper. Merely sending convoys is not enough; they 

* Thiers, vol. ix. p. 408. 
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ahouU be despatched regularly imcler an officer or a clerk, and 
they would arriye. 

You will find enclosed letters from the Prefect of tlie G-ironde 
and a report from Inspector Dufreme. You will see that all is 
robhery and peculation. My army is naked, jnat as it enters on 
a campaign. I have spent a great deal, ?\hicli has been money 
thrown into the sea. 



f 44G.] Napoleon to D;Sjeah. 

ToluM, Nov. 6, 1608. 

Wbat I want are great-coats and shoes. I should want 
nothing if my orders had been executed ; not one baa been exe- 
cuted, because the Commissary cannot be relied on, and because 
he has been dealing with rogues. You must send to Bayonne a 
commissary above suspicion. I will have no contiacts you L.n w 
that contracts produce nothing but robbery. 

I have anuoHed the contract for clothing at BoidLaax Send 
thither a director to make clothing on my account who will re 
coive from the Prefect aa^stance, a workplace, an! workpeople 
Act on this principle, that every contractor is a thief that when 
you pay, contracts are unnecessary ; and that the best plan is al- 
ways to make for yourself. 

How is this working establishment to he managed ? Like 
those in our regiments ; an honest commissary mast be put at its 
head, and three or four master-tailors under him ; and three field- 
oificers among those at Bordeaux must receive the clothing aud 
see that it ia good. G-ive the commissary funds, and no contract 
will be necessary. You will see by my decree that a oommissionor 
is to be added to the commissary, a man who will stake his repu- 
tation on the success of the undertaking, and two good storekeep- 
ers and two master-tailors. These five persons are enough, and I 
shall have clothing as good as that of my guard. 

There can be no difaaulty in getting through the work ; 10,000 
suits of clothes a-day might be made ; all that would be necessary 
would be to send for workpeople from every part of France. If 
you had acted thus all would now be going on well. Better late 
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than never. I will have no contracts. This must he the system 
■when the clothing ia made out of the regimoat.* 

[ 447.] Napoleon to Josiiru. 

My Brother, — I reacted Tolosa at 6 this afternoon. I start 
to-morrow at 5, and shall be at Vittoria some time in the night. 
I wish to he lodged outside the town. I snppoae that jou have 
sent me escorts, and a5)ove all relays of saddle-horses, t-o halfway 
between Mondragone and Villafranca. I shall of course ride the 
whole distance; nevertheless, relays of four carriage-horses eaoh 
may he usaful. I do not wish to ride the same horse more than 
10 or 12 miles. I wish to enter Vittoria inoognito, indeed unsns- 
pected. This is the reason why I shall arrive at night; it will 
not be known till the next day, and then, at 9 in the morning, 
they may fire a salute of 60 guns. I have just dictated to the 
Prince of Nenfchatelf all the militai-y instractions for Marshal 
Moncey and for Marshal Ney. They will be sent off in a couple 
of hours. To save time I send to you a courier at once. 

[448.] Bkrthiee to Joanrn. 

BnyonDe, Noy. 4, 1808. 

I have liwd before the Emperor your Majesty's letter of the 
2nd of November. 

The Emperor, Sire, commands me to write to the Duke of 
Dantzio to express displeisure at his having engaged in so serious 
an affair without orders, and so unskilfully. 

The Emperor hopes that, in pursuance of the instructions con- 
tained in mj letter of yesterday,^ you have ordered Marshal 
Bessi&res to march on Burgos. Your Majesty must think, as wa 
do, that the enemy may order thanksgivings for the iuconsiderate- 
ness of the Duke of Dantaio. The Emperor wishes. Sire, that the 
Duke be allowed to continue to manceuvre on the right. Hia 

• Thiera, HiEtoico du Consulat et "de I'Empire, torae is. y. 370. 

t Berthier.— Tk. 

t TMs latter does not appear. — Tb, 
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fixed determination is to employ against Santander only the corps 
of MarsLai Bessitres and the Duke ; to keep in reserye the eoi-ps 
of Marshal Victor, for the purpose of seconding either of those 
marshals, or of making a sudden move towards the left in another 
direction. 



|"449.] BEnriiTER to Marshal LErEEVHii. 

The Emperor, M. le Mar^chal, haa seen with pain that, with- 
out orders, you engaged the army of General Blake, which, if it 
had been allowed to remain 48 hours longer where it was, might 
have been taken oi' attacked with success. 



[4C0.] BniRTiiraR to Makshai. Victor. 

Vltioria, Nov. e, ISOS. 

His Majesty, M. le Marfichal, has beea much displeased at 
your having left General Villate unsupported when he ■waLU en- 
gaged with the enemy, a fault the graver as you know that Mar- 
sha! Lefebvre had already committed that of leaving one of yonr 
divisions* exposed when he fell back on Bilbao. Yon knew, M. 
le Mardchal, that this division was exposed at Valmaseda, as 
Genei'al Labrujere had communicated with it on the morning of 
the 5th. How came it, then, that, instead of moving in person at 
the head of your troops to support one of your divisions, you left 
this important operation to a general of brigade, in whom you had 
no confidence, and who had not one-third of your force ? How 
came it that, after you knew, in the courao of the 5th, that Vil- 
late's division was engaged, instead of running to his aid, you 
chose gratuitously to assume that he was victorious ? His Majesty 
asks since when firing and an attack have been proofs that the 
enemy is in retreat ? 

And yet, M. le Due, Marshal Jourdan's orders were precise — 
not to move on Miranda until the retreat of the enemy was ascer- 

* This same dividoii mider General Villate. It formed part of Yiotov's 
corps. — Tr. 
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tained. Yoti moved while it waa ascertained that the enemy was 
figiting. You kDow timt the first of military rulea is, in any 
doubt, to assist those who ai-e atta^jked, for on that assistance may 
depend their safety. Under no cireumstancea could your march 
to aid Villate have been objectionable, as the hypothetical nature 
of yonr order to march on Miranda implied that no plan of the 
general in command depended on its execntion. 

What happened was this: the [Spanish] column with which 
G-eneral Labruy^re was engaged reached General Villate, who, 
attacked in front and rear, was saved only by his intrepidity. He 
billed great numbers of the enemy without much loss to himself, 
and on the evening of the 5th retired to a position about five 
miles before Bilbao. The wish of the Emperor is, that yon move 
immediately towards Orduna ; that you march at the head of your 
troops; that you keep your troops together; that you manceuvre 
so as to keep yourself ia communication with the left of Marshal 
Lefebvre, who must be at Bilbao. As we know nothing here of 
what the enemy did on the 6th, or ia likely to do on the 7th, you 
will act according to cireumstancea. 

[151.] NiPOLTiOS TO JOSEPil. 

My Brother,- — I shall start at one to-morrow morning for 
Burgos, where I shall make my arrangements for the day ; to 
oonc[ucr ia nothing, — one must know how to profit by success, I 
think that you were to be at Briviesoa to-morrow. I am. as 
anxious that you should be treated with ceremony as I am eaie- 
less about it myself : it does not suit tlio character of a soldier, 
and I hate it. I think that deputations from Burgos ought to 
meet and receive you an your arrival. I will give the orders for 
disarming the people and burning the standard whioh was used on 
the proclamation of Ferdinand. Make it evident that this is no 
laughing matter, I hear that the army of Bstremadura has been 
destroyed ; it was a cowardly rabble of braggadocios that could not 
stand the charge of one brigade of General Mouton'a. If you 
have any intelligence of what has happened near Orduna, or of 
Marshal Lefebvre or of Victor, write word to me. 
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I am waiting for news from that quarter before I act. Ge- 
neral DigeoD, wlio is at tfie head of 1000 horse, is at Miranda, 
in order to protect the passage of the Spaniards who aocompany 
you, and that of the military chest and artillery which I am 
sending towards Bargos. Your affectionate hrothcr. 

" Hie Majesty the Emperor is in hed, and com.nands me to 
send off this despatch imsigned." — Menneval.* 



[452.] Napolkon 11. J"^ra-jr. 

Burg-j^ Not. 19.1803. 

My Brother, — I have ordered the paymiister to transmit 
to your minister of finance 500,000 francs out of the 6 millions 
which will he obtained from the sale of wool.f This must not 
prevent your minister of ftnante from raising money on the 
20 per cent duty due to you for the export duty on these 
wools. I will order the payment of the duty to be guaranteed 
to any persons with whom your minister may treat. 



[453.] Napolriin to .Ta^pn. 

BorgiB, Nov. 20, 1808. 

My Brother, — The insurrection is at an end in the pro- 
yincea of Santander, of Biscay, of Soria, and to-morrow, or the 
day after, probably will be so in that of Burgos ; but in order 
that the country shall be really subbued, it is necessary that 
the inhabitants, corregidors, and superior magistrates, whom the 
people are accustomed to obey, should he appointed by you, and 
repair to their posts, where they should make proclanmtions, 
grant pardons to any rebels who submit and bring in their arras, 

* This latter was printed by M. Thiers, tome is. p. 444, with some sliglit 

t Napoleon found at Burgos kiige stores of wool belon^ng to tho Diikes 
of Medina-Celi, Ossnna, I'lnfantado, and other great Spanisli proprietors, 
which he eoniiscated aiid ordered to be sent for aala to Bajonno. Joseph, 
however, was endtled, as King of Spaiii, to a dnty of 30 per cent, on their 
oiport — Tb. 
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lOve all, issue oireulars to the alcadea and curSs, in order 
e thorn foel that they are under your gOTernment. This 
e will enable yon to reorganize the police and the finanoea, 
and to influence the conduct of the people. It is also requisite 
that the inteadants and corregidors should communicate with 
your ministers, and pas? on to them any information which they 
may obtain. I believe that there were six or seven intendants 
in Old CaatQe. I attach great importance to your doing all 
this. It will bo more useftil than any proclamation. I think, 
therefore, that you had better send circulars widely to the 
alcades and ounSs. My troops have entered Santander. I am 
told that many insurgents from Biscay have submitted, asking 
for nothing better than to lay down their arms if they can be 
eure of receiving pardon, and of escaping investigation. 



My Brother, — I anived heie tt i o clock Marshal Hey 
was to march on 8nia on the 22nd I have not yet heard any 
thing of him. It seems thjt there has been much dibtmbmce 
and disorder at Maliid I lend you some uitert-epttd kttcis 
I have ordered Gent,ial Dirmagnao to send a company of the 
118th to Lcrmatc gimwu the placL and ti keep 'idei there, 
he is to send another to Guioiel fir the ime puiposf. 



[455.] NAPor.EOH io JoaEFH. 

Amndfl, Nov. ai, 1608. 

My P th — -M h 1 Ney entered Soria on the 22nd, at 

•5 m h t w fired, and a few peasants were cut down 

Hif Itbtlat Siguenza, on the road to Madrid; at 

Ag d th dtp mpeluna ; and at Mediua-Celi, on the 

d t S g 1 M Irid. It is necessary that you should 

mm d t ly 1 m e to Soria to put the country in order. 

A p IS 1 g m fc has already been appointed ; hut as the 

I t I f p m th town is important. 
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[451!.] N.\FOLEON TO Joseph, 

AtMHia, Soy. 25,1808. 

My Brother, — I am sorry for what haa happened to tho person 
whom yoQ Sent to Saatander.* If he had had a regular commis- 
sion, stamped and signed by you, and sealed with your arms, this 
would hare not occurred. When you wisli to send men on similar 
missions, this is the method which I wish you to follow: — 

I, Give to the person whom you send an authentic warrant, 
stamped and signed by you, and sealed with your arms. 2. Let 
him he aooompanied by a French officer belonging to your guard, 
who will be the bearer of a letter either from General Dumas or 
fi'om the eomuiandant of the province to tlie French eo.nmaitdanta. 
3. This mission should be announced to the commandant, we will 
say of Santander, by a letter, signed by one of your generals or 
miuisters. Experience has proved the necessity of these preeau- 

[457.] Napolt!OB to Jose™. 

My Brother, — Tou aud your guard may commence your march 
towards Lerma, where you can sleep, and reach Aranda on the 

.f The action at Espiaoaa,J and still more that at Tudela,§ 

show what stuff the Spanish soldiers are made of. Yet there 
were at Tudela 30,000 of their best troops and 60 pieces of can- 
non ; only 6000 of ours were in action. Castanoa and Palafos 
began the rout. Send to Pampeluna an iutelligent Spanish of&cer 
to converse with the 3000 or 4000 prisonei-s who have been taJten, 
and to ascertain tho names of the regiments which were present. 
If Marshal Ney had not let himself be deceived by the inhabit- 
ants, and had not remained till the 23rd and 24th at Soria, be- 

* An agent of Joseph's liad been arrested by the Frennh authotitiEs at 
Raynosa, though provided with a passport from the Spanisli Minister of Po- 

t niegihla.— -Ed. 

t Fought on the lOiJi and Ilfh of Noyember, in which Victor ijefesiteil 
Blake.— Tk. 

§ FongM on the 23i-d of Noyemher, in which Launes defeated Castanos aaS 
Palafox.— Te. 
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cause lie imagined tliat the Spaniards tad 80,000 men, and other 
such follies, ho would liave arrived on the 23rd at Agreda* as I 
had ordered, and not a, man wouid have escaped. 

P.S. Should tliis letter reach you too late, it wili te enough 
if yott start on the 29th| and are here in the erening of the 30th. 



[458,] Napoleon to Josbpk. 

BnyHBgo. Huv, 80, JsoS, P.M. 

My Brother, — We ha've had an action. A corps of 9000 men 
occupied Somo Sierra; 4000 were in position at Sepulyeda,t 
The body at Somo Sierra was heaten, their guBS, ahout 60 bag- 
gage-waggons, and many prisoners taken, and the rest dispersed in 
the moimtaina. The sight of about 50 officers escaping at full 
speed, followed a few njoments after by our hussars, brought the 
first intelligence of the engagement to Buytrago. My cavalry is 
this evening at St. Augustin. The body at Sepulveda took refuge 
in the mountains, pursued by our cavalry. They ■will probably 
retreat upon Segovia. Our losa is almost inappreciable. Only 
about 10 of our infantry have been killed or wounded, and 15 
Poles, belonging to the guard, who made a brilliant charge. 
Come as fast as you can, but bring your guard with you as a pro- 
tectiou against the banditti, of whom a few are to be found wan- 
dering about the mountains. You will find annesed the Madrid 
Gaaette of the 29th. 



My Brother, — Tou must take steps to organise a foreign regi- 
ment, under the name of " The Royal Foreign Regiment of 



* From Sopio, wMcli thay raached on tha 23rd, ta Agveda, 13 86 miles of 
monutiiin. It was impossibla Uiaf they coijld the same day reach Agreda. — Ed 

t Somo Sierrn is tha crest of tlio Guadarrama chain which separatea Ola 
and New CasHls. SepnlTeda is a viUi^e on the northern foot of the VKma- 
tajn, Buytrago on the south. St. AngosHn is ahout half-way betiTcen Bnj- 
teago and Madrid. Joseph slept fhete on tlie first night of his flight from 
Madrid.— Tr. 

X Joseph was then in iiie royal eomiliy rsBidence of Pardo, a few miles 
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Spain." There should he inoluded in this regiment all the Aua- 
trians, Prussians, and Italians who have passed the last ten years 
in Spain. Begia by forming a battalion. Appoint as eolonel one 
of the chief officers of your guard, and as general Salligny, or 
one of your aides-de-camp. Choose for them a cLef-de-bataillon 
aad sii captains out of your guard, and the reqnisite number of 
sergeants. Such a cadre may be sufficient for 1200 men : there 
are enough in Madrid for the purpose. This battalion may parade 
to-morrow at nooa in the court of the palace. They ean be sup- 
plied with arms out of those seised when Madrid was disarmed. 
You should give them cartridges, and send them to the Esonrial 
to complete their organisation. As soon as the 1st battalion is 
formed, you should begin a 2iid, then a 3rd, and then a 4th. 
This royal foreign regiment of Spain will thus he composed of 
four battalions, each consisting of six companies, each company 
containing 200 men, and each battalion 1200 : in the whole 4S0O 
men. One of the advantages of this will be to clear off the 
crowd of strangers who swarm in Madrid, and who may be put to 
some use when they are provided with officers and non-com- 
missioned officers out of your guard. You should immediately 
reorganise your guard. Let each regiment be composed of four 
battalions, and each battalion of four companies containing 200 
men; you have already the cadres. Thus your gnard will con- 
sist of 3200 men. Admit no one into it except the French con- 
scripts whom I have ordered from Paris and Bayonne, and French 
soldiers who, either as prisoners with Dupont or otherwise, have 
been for less than a year in the Spanish service. Of these you 
may be sure. There are already several hundred of them here. 
Look for some barracks in the environs of Madrid, in which they 
may be collected. 

[4C0.] KaPOLEON to JdBEFII. 

Cliamjirtii.. Bi^c. IS, 19(IS. 

My Brother, — Send agents into the provinces to seize the 
funds of every town and village in that part of Onenga, La 

from Madrid. Chamartin is a villa near the gate of Madrid. The Frenoh 
troops had entered Madrid the day before, tliat ia, on the 4tli. — Te. 
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Mancha, Castile, Segovia, and Talavera de la Beyna, into wliich 
we have entered. There is money everywhere. 



[i6I.] Napoleon TO Josfpet. 

CbamsrUn. Sac. 16, 1803. 

My Brother, — M. Caharus declaims, but proposes no measures, 
I can fiad only 13 millions in the pablio exchequer, and II mil- 
lions in the caisse de consolidation and others, which makes alto- 
gether 24 millions, and, with the eight that you brought, 32 mil- 
lions. Tou must make use of them either thiongh the capitalists 
in Madrid, or by any other means. It is for the Minister of 
Finance to find out the way. Here is already a fortnight passed, 
and these moments ai-e the most preoious, as force may now be 
employed. Tou should therefore procure about 3(1 niiliion reals 
in specie, without losing a minute. 

[■tC2,] NirOLEOK TO JoHBFH. 

My Brother, — I send yon several memoranda, ^phicli I wish 
yow to read with attention, and to use as rules. Send a brigadier- 
general belonging to your suite to Gfuadalasara, to take the com- 
mand of the corps which is there, and to correspond directly with 
yon on all that happens. If KufGn's division has not arrived by 
this evening, send out on the Toledo road to discover what has 
become of it. 



MtLilvW, Dae 23, ISOS. 

The Emperor, with a force equal to that which he has left 
under the King, but somewhat inferior in cavalry, is marching 
on Valladolid. The advanced posts will perhaps he in Medina 
del Campo to-day, and Marshal Ney's head-quarters will he at 
Arevalo. 

The Emperor will probably sleep at Villa Castin. Tlie ma- 
niBUTro of the English is extraordinary. It is known that they 
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have left Salamanca. It is probable that they have aent for 
their transports to Ferrol, on tho supposition, that tliey cannot 
safely retire on Lisbon, as from Talavera we can occupy the 
left* bank of the Tagus, and esclnde them from the river; 
besides which Peniche has no harbour. With all their oavalry, 
tliey cannot embark except from a good port protected by a 
fortress. Everything leads to the conclusion that they are leav- 
ing Portugal, and taking Ferrol, which gives them these advan- 
tages, for the base of their line of operation. 

But while thus retreating they may hope to strike a blow at 
Marshal Soult,t and they may not have made that attempt until 
they had secured their retreat by its natural road on the right 
bank of the Douro. They may also have reasoned thna : 1st. If 
the French entangle themselves with Lisbon we shall retreat on 
Oporto, and be still on oui natural road to Eerrol. 2ndly. They 
may hopo for reinforcements. But whatever be the conduct of 
the English, it will produce events which will have a great influ- 
ence on all that is to come. 

The only object of tho King onglit to be to keep Madrid, 
All the rest is unimportant. All that remains of the Spanish 
armies cannot stand before the 8000 cavalry left with him. 

The army which covers Madrid defends the Tagua, the right 
leaning on Talavera, and the left towards the head of the river 
Guadalasara. The enemy can advance only by Estremadura, 
and the Dnke of Dantzie has there the force which is necessary 
to resist him. If, as I ordered, tho Duke beats him on the 24th 
and disperses him, the Duke's corps will be quit« at our disposaL 
After the battle he should make a tSte-de-pont at Almaraz, leave 
there Lasalle'a division and some light infantry, and return with 
the rest of his infantry to Talaveja to take part in the general 
manoenvres which the Kmperor wiU direct towards Avila and 
Ciudad Eodrigo, or he may march towards Toledo or Madrid if 
the King should require him to protect the capital. 

The enemy may come from Andalusia ; onir posts have been 

* I Bospect that this ought io be tha li^ bank. — Tii. 
t This was in fact the olgect of Sir John Moora's mareh to Sahagnn. — Tit, 
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puished as far as Manzanarea, the plain of La Maneha is empty, 
and tie enemy appeared to tare done nothing on this side tlie 
Sierra Morena. At the worst, Marshal Victor, with the divisions 
of Latonr Mauhourg, EnfBn, and Villate, is strong enough to 
resist anything which may come either from Andalusia or Ta- 
rancon hy Cuenza. It seems that there is a Spanish division in 
the mouEtaias of CuenEa covering Valencia. I think that Mar- 
shal Victor may give some light companies to the brigade of 
dragoons which is at Tarancon. The position of Aranjnez is 
very favourable. It is the tnie point for opposing anything 
adTaucuig either from Cuenga or from Andalusia. If Bnflin'a 
division marches to support Marshal Victor, it wordd not be 
prudent to leave Madrid with only Leval's division. It would 
become necessary to retreat hy two marches towards Madrid, and 
he would have been ordered to do so after he had fought his 
battle, if I had not considered that there is still time, and that 
all may be changed by the events of the nest few days, and if a 
retreat were not in iteelf always mischievous. If Talavera were 
evacuated by u&, and entered by the enemy, the effect would 
be bad; but this consideration must not stop us in a case of 
neocBsity, There will, however, be no such necessity while the 
Emperor leaves troops below Madrid. 

As to Madrid, there are 5 short pieces, with their carriages ; 
they must be placed in battery. Something has been done to the 
fortificatioas ; it is essential that they should be actively carried 
on. The establishments and magazines must be placed in the 
Porcelaine, the clothing made up quickly, and the TLetiro pro- 
visioned for 4000 or 5000 men for a month. If the engineers 
do their duty, and are well supported, in ten days the Porcelaine 
ought to be in a state to enable the 3000 Germans to shut 
themselves up in it, and with a resolute commander to hold it 
against all the armies of Spain for eight or ten days until they 
are relieved. 

The King, going from the Pardo along tto outside of flie 
town, will do well to look at the magaaine, and in two or three 
days he may visit the Hetiro, always keeping on the outside of 
the town. 
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The Bigning tlie registers must be oontmuecl.* The n 
ordered hy the Emperor should he actively continued, such aa 
putting into the Eetiro the furniture from the houses of those 
who have been condemned, and the inquiry as to their property : 
the making up of the clothing, and the establishing the magaziaea 
in the Retire, must bo pushed on. 

With respect to the clothing for the King's troops, the Em- 
peror has ordered 1200 'coats and red trowsers, hats, &o,, to be 
put at the disposal of G-eneral Salligny to clothe the foreign 
Spanish battalions, and 400 white coats, trowseis, &c., to be 
collected in the Esourial for the recruits of the royal guard. 
They may be taJien immediately, and the recruits dressed in 
them, to give the guard in the Escurial a good appearance. 
Supposing these bodies clothed and armed and officered, they 
may be uaeftd at once, at least to keep up communications : 150 
men might be placed at the Puerto de Guadarrama, 150 at the 
post now held by the pickets of gendarmerie, 150 halfway be- 
tween Guadarrama and Tilla-Castin, and 160 at Villa Oastin, 
making altogether 600 men. The King may also place 150 men 
and half a company of cavalry halfway between G-uadarrama 
and Segovia, in order to hear freijuentlj from Segovia, which will 
be the dep6t of our wounded and prisoners. In these posts there 
are 6 gendarmes d'i5lite, whom tlie troops will support. They 
should be distinguished Bom the Spaniards by some peculiarity 
of uniform, such as a white stripe on the arm. The rest may 
keep guard over the Esourial, and from the return which will be 
niade to the chief of the staff 400 may be deducted as belonging 
to the King's guard. 

The King must have at the Pardo half the infantry of his 
guard, his cavalry, and his artillery. If he can join to it 400 
men from the above-mentioned regiment,! this will give him at 
the Paa-do a little reserve of 2000 men, whioh most be of use. 



Measures must be taken to provision the magazines of Madrid, 
to have in them 12,000 quintals of flour ; when it is sure that we 

* Contwning the list of tJiose who adhered to Joseph. — Tr. 
t Apparently the Spanislj foreign regiment. — Tit. 
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shall reach Valladolid, 20,000 rations of broad must be sent to 
them, and 20,000 rations of biscuit be placed in the Porcelaine. 
The King will order to Segoyia one of his ofE.eers, who will send 
every day, by way of Villa-OMtin, 5000 rations of bread and 
2000 rations of wine or brandy to the army. The King must 
send to-moTTOw an aide-de-camp to Marshal Victor at Aranjuez, 
one to Generiil Latour Maubourg, aad one to the Duke of Dantzio 
at Talavera. It will be proper to keep 25 cavalry aud 50 infan- 
try 08 a post of observation between Aloala and Madrid. 

There is a dep6t of cavalry at Leganes ; all the detachments 
of cavalry whioh, reach the army must be collected there ; in less 
than a week more than 1000 cavalry belongisg to the divisions 
of Milhaud, Lasalle, Latour Maiibourg, and Lahoussaye wiil ar- 
rive there. They must be allowed to rest, reviewed, and kept till 
further orders. By placing one of hia aides-de-camp at the head 
of this force, the King will obtain in a few days 1200 cavalry. 

As for the unembodied men, there are 5 depots for them in 
the Retiro. All the infantry and cavalry belonging to Marshal 
Soult will be sent to Segovia. Several generals will reach Mar 
drid ; their destinations are aiinesed. No detachment must be 
sent off to Aranjuez, to lie Duke of Dautaic's oorps. or to any 
other corps : 2000 men wil! thus be collected at the Retiro. The 
return of them must bo sent to the chief of the staff, and, with 
the exception of those belonging to Ruffin's division, they will be 
despatched as the Emperor will direct, taking care that they be 
well clothed, armed, and equipped, and have their 50 cartridges 

[463.] Natoliocj to Joseph. 

YiUs Oaatin, Doc SB, 1803. 

My Brother, — I have crossed the Guadarrama with a portion 
of my guard, and in very unpleasant weather. My guard is to 
sleep to-night at "Villa Castm. Marshal Ney is at Medina, It 
seems that the English are at Valladolid,* probably with only a 
vanguard, and that the rest of their army is in position at Zamora 
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and Benevento. It appears that they have eetahlished their lino 
of operations in Coi-umia. 

You will liavo soon in your iBstructions that Madrid is your 
principal object. Euflln'a division ought to Lave arrived. Order 
it to be put into the Madrid newspapers that 20,000 English are 
surrounded and lost; insert alao the annexed letter,* which will 
show the Spaniards how they are treated hy their dear allies ; and 
add some remarks upon those who caDed tie English into Spain, 
which is thus ravaged both by her enemies and by her friends. 

I have ordered that all the anembodied men, the convoys, &c., 
at Eoseijuiilas, proceed to Segovia, which is becoming the centre 
of the army's operations. 

I conclude that Marshal the Duto of Dantaio will attack to- 
morrow the enemy's force which is before him, take their guns, 
and pursae them with the cavalry ; when this is done, he may be 
directed on any other point. 

The 2nd regiment of dragoons, and the 2nd battalion of the 
56th, which were sent to Guadalaxara, recjuire an intelligent oom- 
mander. If threatened, they may retire on AlcaJa. The weather 
is somewhat cold. 

Take care of the post by LaEosas and Guadarrama, that we 
may be able to communicate. This little town has behaved well. 
Most of the inhabitants have remained. 



[4C4.] NAPor.noN to Joseph. 

Toi-dcillkii, Ceo. 27, 130S, 3 j. m. 

My Brother, — I have received your letter of tlie 24th. Ber- 
thier is writing to you. If the enemy should make a movement, 
it will probably be on the side of Ouenza. You can detain him 
as long as you like when he attempts to cross the Tagua, which is 
without a bridge in all its upper stream • the enemy has nothing 
which can resist the division of Latour Maubourg and those of 
Villate and Ruffin. I think that you will soon receive 2000 un- 
embodied soldiers belonging to the different coi-ps which have just 



* TMs letter does not appear. — Tk. 
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readied Madrid. Tou aliould form tlem into provisional regi- 
ments, and use them to told the Retire. I suppose that tho Duke 
of Dantzio heat the enemy on the 24th, and that on the 26th he 
will have returned to Talayera. Order him to como to Toledo 
with Sebaatiani'a and Milhaud's divisions. Yon ean then, in case 
of any movement, assemble at iranjuez the divisions of Sebasti- 
ani, Euffin, and Villate, tkose of Latour Maubonrg and o£ Mil- 
haud, the 26tii chasseurs, and the 3d hussara. This is more than 
is wanted. In ease it should be necessary to assemble theso 
troops at Aranjuez, the division of Valence should approach 
nearer Madrid, and General Lasalle, supported by four compa- 
nies of voltlgeura, slould keep the bridge of Almaraz. This seems 
the most natural arrangement General Luootte has, I suppose, 
posts of observation along the Tagua at tho different ferries. 
General Lahousaaye has entered Valladolid, The enemy Las not 
appeared there since a -week ago, when he sent an expedition of 
100 men to carry off the intendants and 300,000 reals; he after- 
wards sent back the intendants. Marshal Soult is at Carrion; the 
English are in front of him. I, with all the troops that have 
come from Madrid, am on the right of the English. Their num- 
bers appear to be about 36,000, I shall reach Medina de Eio 
Seeo to-day ; and either to-day or to-morrow great events will 
probably take place. If the English have not already retreated, 
they are lost;* and if they retire, they will be pursued so vigor- 
ously to their ships, that half of them will never re-embark. I 
have already ordered no move bread to be sent to us. A email 
quantity of biscuit should be made and conveyed upon waggons to 
the other divisions. La Porcelainef must, above all, be supplied 
with provisions. Put into the newspapers, and spread in every 
direction, tho report that 36,000 Englidi are surrounded, that I 
am at Benovento | upon their rear, whilst Marshal Soult is in 

* Sir Jolin Moore began liis roiraat fi-om Sahagun on tha evening of tie 
2*th.— Th. 

t La China, a rojal porcelain manufaotorj, conTerted by tlia French into 
» fortMsa, mounting, -when tikan by ns in 1813, EOO guna. — Tk. 

t At this fioie, and indeed (Or two days longer, Sir John Moora was at 
Benevento.— Tr. 

Vol. I.— 17 
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fi-oat of them. If the enemy mates any serious attempt on Aran- 
jnen, celebrate my victory over the English, fire the cannons and 
receive congratulations. The news will soon reach you. 

Send to me 1000 copies of my proolamatiou, and an eqasl 
numher of the newspapers which have appeared at Madrid since 
your return. Give to Marshal Victor the command of General 
Lucotte's corps of observation. 

[ 465.] NapoLEON to JoaEin. 

Baoevento, Deo. SI, 1803. 

My B th — My vanguard is near Astorga. The English 
mb y a fast as they can, abandoning ammunition, 

d ms ■md b g There are more than 200 carriages on the 
At 1 M shal Soult has beaten 3000 men of Somana's 

t M 11 tak 1500 prisonera, &c., and 2 standards. This 
w th w k of Franceaohi and his cavalry ; he was to 
t L y t d y, and march upon Astorga. The English 
h t nly t the bridges, but have xmdermined and blown up 

the arches , a barbarot^ and nnusual use of the righta of war, as 
it ruins the couatry to no pnrpoae ; they are therefore abhorred 
by everybody. They have carried off every thing, oxen, mat- 
tressea, blankets, and then maltreated and beaten the inhabitanta. 
There cowld not have been a better sedative for Spain than to 
send to her an English army. The newapapere should make the 
most of this. Let Urijuijo insert in them aome lettcra, purport- 
iiig to be written from Valderaa, Sanagucr, Bcnevento, and from 
the coaveata from which they turned out the monks. Their rob- 
beries are indescribable, 

Their real force amounts from 20,000 to 21,000 foot, and 
between 4000 and 5000 horse, with about 40 pieces of cannon. 
They ought to be grateful to the mountain of Gruadarrama and to 
the horrible mud for opposing our progress. 

The Dutoh brigade ought to have reached Madrid. 

If it should be stUl at Aranda, order it immediately to repair 
thither. A IleBsian battalion ought to be at Segovia ; repeat 
the order for it to proceed to Madrid. You were right to retain 
the battalion of the 43rd. The Commandant of Toledo lost his 
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head when he evacuated the town for no reason : what he saw 
! rear was a troop of peasants, who made a riot, taking 
! of the Duke of Dautzic'a negligence in having no 
poata at Talavera. , D^soUes's division is returning to Madrid; 
if you are in no hurry for it, let it remain for two or three days 
at Villa Castin, to get into order and to rest. I have no news 
from Saragossa, Q-eneral Lofebvre, in command of the chas- 
aeura of my guard, has allowed himself to ho taken prisoner. I 
had sent him with a detachment of chasseurs to reconnoitre, 
desiring him to run no risks. Ho crossed the river opposite 
Benevento, and found there 3000 British horao, he charged 
them, killed a great many, hut was forced to yield to nnmhers. 
In attempting to reeross the river his horse was wounded, and 
he was drowning, when two of the English saved him. This 
affair has coat me 60 of my chasseurs, wounded, killed, and 
taken prisoners. You may conceive how much it has annoyed 
me. In'the evening I brought 8000 cavalry to 'the spot; but 
the English were far away. We find already that my proola- 
matioDs are useful in the provinces. You should send several 
thousands of them to Loon, Salamanca, and Valladolid. You 
must order some pamphlets to be written in Span 
the stato of Spain abandoned to the treachery of the Enf 
They cannot be too much abused, for everybody is 
with them. Make a great noise about the addresses from the 
city of Madrid. I think Madrid should send deputations 
to Valladolid, Salamanca, Leon, Segovia, Guadalajara, and 
Toledo, to engage those towns to follow its esample. Madrid 
should address all the provinces, and send deputations to Seville 
and Valencia aa soon as the other towna have been excited. 
Twentj-two marching companies, maMng in the whole 3000 men, 
have reached Madrid. 



I am informed that in some ot the familit-j of emigrants 
the children are withdrawn from the con cnption and brought 
up in disgraceful and culpable idleness It is certain that the 
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ancient and opulent families irho do not support the present 
system oppose it. I wisU you to make a list of JO of tte prin- 
cipal families of this desoription in each of the departments, 
and of 50 such families in Paris, stating tlio fortune, the age, and 
the occupation of each memfcer. I intend to iasuo a decree 
ordering all the young men in these families between the ages 
of 16 and 18 to he sent to tho military school of St. Ojr. If 
any objection he made, give no answer, except tliat such is my 
pleasure. Tho generation that is to come ought not to suffer for 
the animosities and petty passions of this. If you liaye to cor- 
respond with the prefects on this subject, use this language.* 

* Thiers, tojne s. p. 109. 

I have inserted this letter as chiiracteristio of Napoleon and of his systom of 
goTernment at this tiaiB. — Tr. 
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JD. APPLKTON & (JO:n PUBLIQATIONS. 
A Great National Work. 

Party Leaders. 

SKETCHES OF 

JFJTEESOK, HAMILTON", KAKDOLI'H, JACKSON, AKD CLAY: 

Insiaaitig it'oHces of many oBier Slsiiajaiafieil Amei^aan Staiesmea 

BY J. G. BALDWIjSf, 

(t>wotSaBl'tiiiicIsoo,Cs)ifi™lB,) Antlioi-ofFioEl] Times of ^lalJMBa ami MiHussipiA 
OneTolnnio, 12rao. Cloth. Pike $1 



From EU-Preoideat Fuluodb. 
ivo runil '^ Pjirtj- LflEiderg'^ with great eataBfecUon anil deliglit, anJ teiiirn jou a Uuto 
lanke Cjr tbe pleasure nad Inalroetlon I lima ilcriiBil from the jicrusal, 
JVum JTenora&ia Edwxm. EvEBitTr, 

I to tbe ability and Impattlslltj vlth wbloh It la drawn up. I am prepared to road 
idt£r«at and advautrLge, In conaa^nence of tba pleaaoro 1 derived IVoin ^-The Flir^li 
iQ Alabaiua,^ 

I^m Himorabis J. P. Kbnbedt. 
S3 grently dellgbtea witb the flue, dlscrlDiin sting, scute Inslgbt with which llie din- 
ptcsentsd in tbe work sre drawn, and with Iho eloquent style of the sketches. I 

espreas to you the ogreeable suiprtee I enjoyed In 
ng a work of each surpssBlRS merit In a tone and manner so entirely diSeront fi-oio the 

Feam Bon. E, M. T. Hobtdi, K S. aenator from Virginia. 
bavereail "Party Leaders" with great pleasure. It ia written with ablllly, and v(lm 
meaa, and grace of style, # * * The ohapteta <ai Randolph are cupitBl. 

Ft-om Hon. jAMsa U. MjaoB, U. S. Ssnotof /uom Tirginia. 
havehewd " Party Irfaders" hlghlj' commended by those competent to judge, bul 
ess I was not prepared fhr the Intellectual and literary feast ita rich pages have yielded. 

le first raok of American Dtetaturo, and even Id old Eogland. 1 shall look fttr Its place 
. Id, ir not by tbe «de oi; the kindred vorks of UiJntosh and MocSDl^. 

Frma a JHitlngtiishei Btalesman, 
t Is a noble proflnotlon, full of proflmnd thought, diserimlnatlng Judgment, Just crlll 
, sni! elcvateii senliuionls, all espiwued In the most cBplivaling and eloiiHent stylo. 11 
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